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Printed for the use of the Foreign Office. April 1878. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Correspondence respecting Suez Canal Dues. 


PART IIL 


Mr. Tracy, M.P,, to Mr. Bourke. 


Dear Bourke, House of Commons, April 22, 187 

THERE appears to bave been sore mistake in your reply to my question relative to 
the Suez Canal charges, as I find the Peninsular and Oriental Company have had to pay 
considerable amounts in excess of the Board of Trade measurement. 

‘The overcharge from February 1876 to December 1876 appears to have been 1,4741. 

Will you kindly inquire into this matter. 

Yours, &c. 
(Signed) CH, HANBURY TRACY. 


P.S.—T inclose a detailed list of these payments. 
cH 


Inclosure in No, 1. 


Statement of Amount of Canal Dues overcharged from February 1 to December 31, 1876. 


ed. 
Pekin. ees e : 10 
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Indus « 
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Venetia 
Teheran. 
Khedive 2. 
Bokbarn.- 
Nepaul -- 
Geealior :. 
Mongolia 
Mireapore 
Lombardy 
Peahasrar 
dspes 





anges. 


u 
‘The does paid in Janay, Pbroary, and Match ofthe prownt year (the detail of which are not yet 10 
had), will probably bring the Smoouat pall sn exvese to about 1 8008.> 
April 12 1877. 


No. 2. 
Mr. Farrer to Mr. Lister—(Received April 28.) 


Sir, Whitehall Gardens, April 27, 1877. 

LAM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of yout letter of 
the 17th instant, transmitting, by direction of the Earl of Derby, a despatch from the 
British Directors of the Suex Canal Company, requestiag to be informed whether they 
should now endeavour to come to an understanding with the Company on the subject of 
tonnage certificates, or whether the views of the other matitime Powers should first be 
ascertained, 

In reply, Lam to state, for Lord Derby's information, that the Board of Trade are 
satisfied with’ the proposals as they stand, but that it is a question whether an endeavour 
should not be made to get at least the chief of the maritime nations interested to concur, 
‘This is, however, a maticr for the consideration of the Foreign Office rather than for this 


Board. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) ‘T. H. FARRER. 
No. & 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received April 29.) 


Cairo, April 29, 1877, 10 a.m, 


(Telegraphic.) 
EGYPTIAN Government are-most-snsious to know the views of Het Majesty's 

Government as to allowing Russian men-of-war to pass through the Suez Canal. 
Question will probably soon arise, and the Goverament seem to fear consequences 

of attempting to enforce the order that will probably come from the Porte to stop their 


passage. 


No. & 


Mr. Stuart to the Earl of Derby —(Received Aprit 30.) 

(No. 65.) 
My Lord, Athens, Aprit 18, 1877. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No, 40 of the Sth of May last, and to 
my No. 276 of the 23rd of November last, I have the honour to inclose herewith a copy 
of a note from M, Deligeorges, informing me that the Ottoman Minister had announced to 
the Hellenic Government that the Porte had given its sanction to the arrangement of 
February 21, 1876, between Colonel Stokes and M. Ferdinand de Lesseps for the gradual 
extinction of the Suez Canal surtax, and that the Hellenic Minister of Marine has been 
requested to notify the terms of the arrangement in question to Greek navigators. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) W STUART. 





3 
Inclosure in No, 4, 


M. Deligeorges to Mr. Stuart. 

M. le Ministre, Athénes, ley Acril, 1877. 

JAI Thonneur de vous informer que Photindes Bey, Envoyé Extraordinaire et 
Ministre Plénipotentiaire de Turquie auprés de Sa Majesté Je oi, a bien voulu m’annoncer 
far sz note en date du 28 Mars demier, que Su Majesté Imperiale le Sultana sanctionné les 
dispositions passées au Caire le 21 Février, 1876, entre MM. Ferdinand de Lesseps et le 
Colonel John Stokes, touchant Vabaissement graduel de Ia surtaxe percue sur les navires 
passant le Canal de Suez, et les dépenses A faire pour la construction des travaux exirie 
ordinaires, et que ces dispositions sont et demeurent, par conséquent, exécutoires, conform 
ment 4 'Ordonnance Impériale rendue a cet effet. 

Il serait superfl d'ajouter que je me suis empressé d’accuser réception a Photiades 
Bey desa note, et que je n'ai pas manqué de prier mon colidgue au Département de In Marine 
de prendre les mesures nécessuires pour fuire counitre aux navigateurs Hellénes les dispo- 
sitions dont il s'agit, et auxquelles le Gouvernement du Roi a dgja donné son ageément sur 
Vinvitation du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique, 

Veuillez, &o. 
(Signé) DELIGEORGE: 

ce eee 


No. 5. 
Mr. Vivian to the Kart of Derby.—(Received. April 30.) 


Cairo, April 30, 1877, 10 aa, 
N Agent here says that the Rossian fleets from the Auantio, Pacific, and 

China, in all twenty-seven iron-clads, will shortly unite ia the Mediterranean, and’ that 
there is an understanding between England and Russia as to the passage of the China fleet 
through Canal 

Red Sea ports are at the mercy of the Russians, 

Russian Agent leaves at once. 

Chamber of Delegates will decide to-day or to-morrow amount of assistance that Egypt 
can send Turkey. 


Ss 
No. 6. 


The Bart of Derby to Mr. Vivian. 


(Telegraphic, Foreign Office, April 30, 1877, 7:15 ¥.. 
WITH referonce to your telegram of the 40th, I have come to vo understanding 
with Russia respecting passage of China leet through Canal, a+ stated by Russian 
gent. 


No. 7. 
The Earl of Derby to Mr. Vivian, 


(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May 2, 1877, 630 v.at. 

WITH reference to your telegram of the 29th ultimo, Her Majesty's Government 
Understand that there are only two Russian gus-boats on the eastern side of the 

al. 

Does your information differ? If 0, telegraph. 

Af Her Majesty's Government are accurately informed, there will be no question of 
Russian fleet passing through Canal. No advice, therefore, seems necessary at present, 





‘ 
No. 8. 


The Earl of Derby to the Suez Canal Directors. 

(No. 15,) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, May 2, 1877. 

LTRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, the accompanying despatch 
from Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires ‘at Madrid, relative to tonnage measurement on the 
Suez Cunal.* 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) DERBY. 


_————— eee ee a 
No. 9 


Mr. Bethune to Lord Tenterden.—{Received May 3.) 


Peninsulor and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, 
Offices, 122, Leadenhall Street. London, E.C., 
My Lord, May 2, 1877, 

I HAVE the honour, by order of the Directors, to call your Lordship's attention to 
the subject of the tonnage upon which the Suez Canal dues are levied. 

To the arrangements between M. de Lesseps and Colonel Stokes, made in February 
1876, for the noquisition by this country of an interest in the Suez Canal, which are sct 
forth in the papers (Egypt, No. 9) presented to Parliament last Session, it was clearly 
provided that the dues on British ships should from that time be charged upon the tonni 
Fiven in tho special Suez Canal Certificates issued by the Board of Trade, and from the 
reply given by Mr. Bourke to a question put by Mr. Hanbury Tracey inthe House of 
Commons on Oth ultimo, the Directors understood that the Government had the assurance 
of M, Charles de Lesseys that this agreement had been carried into effect. 

‘They were, however, aware that, so far as this company’s steamers are concerned, 
M. de Laswep staoment must have been made ander some misappreheason, because, 
acoording to the latest accounts they then had from Egypt, the dues continued to be 
churged, ax they always had been, upon the tonnage as ascertained by the Canal 
‘Company's measurement, and not upon that given in the Board of Trade Canal Certificate. 
But befory addressing your Lordship on the subject, they thought it right to instruct the 
Company's agent in Alexandria to call the attention of the Canal Company to Mr, Bourke’s 
reply to Mr. Tracey's question, in the hope that the matter might be set right without 
troubling your Department. 

‘They have now, however, received a telegram in reply to their letter, to the effect that 
the Board of Trade Certificate is still not recognized by the Canal Company, and they 
have, therefore, no alternative but to submit the matter to rout Lordship. 

‘The total amount overpaid by this Company from March 1, 1876 (M. de Lesseps’ 
yomise having been made in February), to 3ist January Inst, the latest date to which the 
Directors have detailed acconts, fs 1,006L, the partivolars of which are given in the 
annexed Memorandum. 

Tam instructed to add, in connection with this subject, that the Canal dues upon 
this company’s steamers, which amount to 160,000I. per annum, form, even when charged 
upon the agreed basis, a much heavier burden upon the earning power of the vessols than 
is the case with most steamers using the Canal, owing to the large space devoted to 
passengers, on whom a toll ix charged in addition to the toll on the space set apart for 
their use. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. M. BETHUNE, Secretary. 
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Inclosure in No. 9. 


Statement of Canal Dues paid on the Peninsular and Oriental Company's Steamers, from 
March 1, 1876, to January 31, 1877. 


Vowels marked thus (*) not having Soce Canal cerifieates iswuod. by tho Board of Trade, the 
‘Pewinelar and. Osoatal Company do not object to dnee being charged on the Canal Company's 
‘orsnarement witht, Bowere?. admitting ite comeetom. 


‘Tonnage 
changed a» per 
Suce Canal 


Tonnage 
aa per | 

Board of Trade 
Certiicate, 





1040-07 
1610-63 
2.199 61 
1,090:58 


Later 
1.60064 
28120 
Lyosn-aa 
alitos0 
ai00L08 
1076.05 
is2e20 


Hinslostan 
Avsiralia 


Kashgar 
2397942 


Thibet 1714808 
Trovanoore 

Proah, 
Pekin 
Malwa 
Indie 


199207 
234003, 
180088 


Us1688 
ais1s40 
1640-20 

29,801°11 


1.30075 
1434530 
18,1201 17,98062 
212545 

220061 
154279, 
Yaaiaa 
177415 
avo 
1.15995 
34008 
1.80016 
Lawor 
1ato73, 
1.900:30, 
01804 
100953 
19901 
1o1003 


1.08807 
135088, 
134100. 
18045, 
211807 
1000-90 
vas24 


211500 
225547 
1921-21 
1349 
1.70206 
aloe 
1,159.95 
2181540 
1761-02 
41,2591 
182699 
1978-05, 
2001-08 





20,1906 


210007 
1168051 
1.88228 


1,600.64 
1826-20 
128591 
1781-0 
LITe16 1,762-95 
‘217031 
124542 
1392-98 


218680 
3442 
139228 























— 


m7 
Jal (eonhimuad) 


October 





‘Travancore 
Teberan 
Surat 
Peshawar 
Nien 
Mirey 
Indu 


Nepal! 
Mongolia 
furnt 
era 
Casbay 
Malwa 
Kbedive 
Pekin 
Zambeal 
Veoets 
Tribe 
Somatre 
Ditto 
Poonah 
Py 


Hydospee 
Teheran 


211807 
218045 
1541-009 


1645-50 
So1se4 
212545, 


201866 
1426-70, 
1008-67 
aaa 
1206 

ite 

ps4 
210961 
1000-53 


isunra 
a170m1 
1804s 
Leloes 
1085-07 
1,736-99 
Lawns 
Luray 
19451 
LIT 
203520 
1.69782 
19061 
{002-25 
2.18297 
227010 
1x003e 
Nzats9 
Vne30 
1980-64 
21953 
1,609.96 
L70r89 


Toul 
for Month. 


23,10204 


1516-88 
Keae-32 
1078-05, 
2is1540 


ese 31 
210137 
23684 
3907 
L205 
47 
07-68 
2001-08 
2118-90, 


2.00109 
1Aa6-79 
Hoos, 
1547 
Vaasa 
408s: 
197831 
aiKL-20 
{686-03 
2168 84 


2001-08 
1688-47 
2181-20 
ese 
2to0se 
458-47 
2 95 
A71608 
078-05, 
Lg7aa1 
3113.50 
Voss 
1078-72 











13787 


26,117.00 








Total 
for Month. 


23,005-00 


19.6448 


25,06188 





eae Tonnage 


(Saeed per Total aa per Total 
Seer lvatea eat) kh 
een) ‘Certificate. 


Meaurement. | 


December (con | Mong 1.63928 1027-63 
tinued) Bothara “185043 1.82699 
Khedive 217539 
Pekin 
Zambest 
Sumatra 


Poona S. 180-65 
ie, | } | tos7e8 19.401:00 


tay lie.) aie 
Ertan sate 

drmpore | ghenor 2'leeas 
Kine iusess isess 
| Pewtuwar 220604 218120 
io aa 
: ia 

inaos 

tineat 

ios Sn 

ists ra 

anise 

iatots 

ites 


2040047 


263,04001 1,538°10 


‘Finny Memurement sharwed a wr Sues Cenal Company's mewurement, .. 208,01641 
Ditto, a» per Board of Trade Cortinates aie reece cn ere 
ETE Cis8 Re a TR TAT 


Rgunl, at 18 fh, per tos, 2714 fe 58 6 
1414 fh. 63.6 (exchange, 26 fr) equal £1,006 114 Bel 
(Signed) A. M. BETHUNE, Seoretary. 
Peninsular anid Oriental Steam Navigation Company, 
122, Leadenhall Street, E.C. 


SSE 


No, 10, 


The Earl of Derby to Mr, Vivian. 
No. 60.) 
it, Foreign Office, May 8, 1877. 
| HAVE received your telegram of tho 29th ultimo, in hick you state that the 
ron ot of allowing Russian men-of-war to pass through the Suez Canal wil probably 
Men, trite, and that the Egyptian Government are anxious to know the views of Her 
Majesty's Government on this point; and, in reply, 1 have to state to you that as Her 
Majesty's Government understand that there are only two Russian gun-bonts on the 
Rovslan i (the Sues Canal, and there cannot én consequence be any question of 
Russian fleet passing through the Canal from that quartes T do cot eet Any’ present 
Deceaty for offring advice to the Heyptinn Gore ete the subject. 
Should your information oa this. point differ from that receded by Her Majesty's 
Government, I have to instruct you to counmunicate with me forena by telegraph. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) DERBY, 


eee eee 
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No. Ul. 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 4 ) 


( Telegraphic.) Cairo, May 4, 1877, 1°30 vst. 
WITH teference to your telegram of the 2nd, I have no further information to 
confirm language of the Russian Agent respecting Rassian naval movements, which may 
have been meant to intimidate. 

Porte has telegraphed to the Viecroy regulations promulgated at Constantinople 
regarding Rnssian shipping, neutral commerce, &e., with directions that the rules for the 
Bosphorus and Dardanelles are to be applied to the Suez Canal. 

Egyptian Government have thereupon taken following decision =— 

To stop of Russian men-of-war through the Canal. 

‘To permit passage of all other men-of-war, and all mercantile marine, Russian iaclu- 
sive, subject to the right of search for contraband of war. 

Entrance to the Canal will be guarded by torpedoes carefully placed, and passage for 
commerce will be buoyed. 

If reprisals are inade by Russia, her mercantile marine will be stopped. 

Decision will be ofticially notified after approval at Constantinople. 

Question of number of troops to be sent to Turkey still ia abeyance, 


SS 
No. 12 


‘The Earl of Derby to Lord Lyons. 


(No, 108, Commercial, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, May 4, 1877. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 96, Commercial, of the 26th ultimo, I have to 
‘acquaint your Exoelleney that the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company have 
vofleited instructions as to whether they should now endeavour to come to an under- 
Standing with the Company on the subject of the tonnage cortificates, on the. basis 
Tndicatel in my Circular despatch of this Series, dated tho Ist February last, without 
‘waiting for further answers on the part of the maritime Powers. 

Rusia, Germany, Austra, and Belgium have expressed their concurrence in the 
proposed arrangement, while a discussion has been raised on the part of Holland with 
regard to certain points of detail. : 

Having regard to these facts, [have to request that your Exeellency will report to me 
your opinion as to whether it would be advisable that the British Directors should be now 
Tuthorteed to effect an agreement with the Canal Company eonoerning the above question, 
ithout waiting for a further expression on the part of the French Government of their 


views thereupon. ae 
ave, &o. 


(Signed) DERBY. 
Je 
No. 13. 


Mr. Vieian to the Earl of Derby—(Received May 5.) 


(Telegraphic) - Coiro, May 5, 187 
FITH reference to my telegram of yesterday, might not defence of the Suez Canal 
by to be very dangerous to neutral vessels, and particularly to our transports? 

here are certainly no other defences available; but T think « simple probibition 
‘would suffice, as doubt if a Russian man-of-war would enter the Canal to be caught in 
a 


trap, 
‘Shall I say anything upon this point ? 


ee 
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No. 14. 


Lord Tenterden to the Secret to the Admit £ 
{Confidential.) nice ranges 
si 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 5, 1877. 

1 AM directed by the Earl of Derby to transmit to you reser thé informsetion 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the accompanying decypher of a telegram 
from Her Majesty's Agent and Consul-General in Egypt,t reporting the decision taken by 
the Egyptian Government as to the passage through the Suez Canal during the war of 
Russian men-of-war and merchant vessels, 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) TENTERDEN. 


No. 15. 


1 The Earl of Derby to the Suez Canal Directors. 
(No. 16.) 
Gentleme Foreign Office, May 7, 1877 
; ‘oreign Office, May 7, 1877. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, ae taieaiair es mesa 
in the margin, fom Her Majesty's Sinister at Ashens, stating that the Sublime Porte 
has notified its consent to the arrangement between M. de Lesseps ond Colonel Stokes 
relative to the Suez yal surtax, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) DERBY. 


No, 16, 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Lister.—(Reeeived May 8.) 


Sir, 
cee Admiralty, May 7, 1877. 
ined ply to your letter of the 17th ultimo, inclosing « despatch frown the British 
Directors of the Suex. Canal Company with regard to the propoted oxchange of land at 
Port Said, 1 am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to wequaint 
‘You, for the information of tho Karl of Derby, that the ** public quay " shown on the plan 
formed part of the original design, but not of the new one, It was intended to fice Lake 
Menzaleh, and to separate the British Government land from the lake, 
nae he line which was intended to form the back or falar boundary both of the Briti 
ground and of the intended public quay will, andor the terms of the proposed exchange, 
om the Canal frontage of the foanes eae 
In order to make this clear, T inclose a plan of the original arrange ‘ith a fly- 
leaf, stowing the proposed alteration : ere ee 
‘There will be no objection to the Company constructing a public quay at a 
the new alte and fecing Lake Meonaleb, aboald they desir to 8080, eae 
Tato, ee, 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL. 


No. 17. 
‘The Suez Canal Directors to the Burl of Derby,—(Received May 9.) 


{No 16, Commercial 
ly Lond, London, May 7, 187; 
WITH reference to the inclosed note from Mr. H. Tracy, MP and the his 
revels belonging to the Peninsular and Oriental Company ioclosed in it, we have the 
Honour to inform your Lorisbip that during our vst to Paris this month we called the 
attention of M. C. de Lesseps to these overcharges, and we reoeived from hit the renewed 
assurance that quite recently very strict orders have been again sent to the officers of the 
‘ompany not to re-measure vessels. He believes that the charges complained of arise, 
© Similar letters were addressed to the India Office, War Office, and the Board of Trade. 
1 Noth. t No. 4. 


S27] > 
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not from re-measurement, but from an adjustment of the tonnage, deduced from the 
vessel's papers, on verification of the occupation of the spaces. 

‘We have the honour to press upon your Lordship that itis very desirable to put an 
end to these complaints and the uncertainty about the toanage spaces by coming to an 
understanding with the Company on this subject, as proposed in your Lordship's Circular 
despatch to Her Majesty's Representatives abroad, dated February 1, 1877. 

We have, &e. 
J. STOKES. 
C. RIVERS WILSt 
EDWARD J. STANDEN. 


(Signed) 


No, 18. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Tenterden.—(Received May 9.) 


(Confidential.) 
My Lord, Admiralty, May 8, 1877. 

WITH reference to your letters of the Sth and the 7th instant, inclosing decyphers of 
telegrams from Her Majesty's Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, respecting the defence 
of the Suez Canal, and requesting their Lordships’ opinion thereon, 1 am commanded by 
my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Earl of Derby, that my Lords concur with Mr, Vivian as to the danger of a torpedo system 
of defence to neutral vessels. Tam to add that Viee-Admiral Hornby has received orders 
to station an ironclad at Port Safd. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL. 


No, 19. 


Mr. Lister to Mr. Bethune, 
Sir, Foreign Ofer, Moy 9, 1877 
1 AM direoted by the Earl of Derby to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
2nd instant relative to the continued re-measurement of your vessels by the Suez Canal 
Company, and 1 am, in reply, to inform you that his Lordship hae cussed your letter to 
referred to the British Directors on the Suez Canal oe be 
we, Be 


(Signed) "TV. LISTER. 


No. 20, 
‘The Earl of Derby to the Suez Canal Directors. 
(No. 17,) 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, May 9, 1877. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for such observations as you may have to offer 

thereon, a letter from the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, calling 

attention to the continued re-measurement oftheir vesels by the Suez Canal Company.* 
am, &e. 

(Signed) DERBY. 


No. 21. 
Lord Lyons to the Earl of Derby—(Received May 10.) 


(No. 192, Commercial. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Paris, May 9, 1877, 

I HAD the day before yesterday the honour to receive your Lordship's Confidential 
despatoh, No, 108, Commercial, of the 4th instant, relative to the arrangements to be 
made with the Suez Canal Company oo the subject ofthe tonnage eertcats. 

4n that despatch your ip desires me to report to you my opinion as to whether 


* Neo, 





it would be advisable that the British Directors should be now authorized to. effect 
an agreement with the Company, without waiting for a further expression of the views of 
the French Goverament with regard to the basis indicated in your Lordship's Circular 
despatch of the Ist February last. 

‘The objections of the French Government to this basis were stated in the note dated 
the 10th March last, of which a copy was transmitted to your Lordship with my Com- 
mercial despatch No. 122 of the 12th of the same month. ‘The reply of Her Majesty's 
Government to these objections was communicated to the French Minister of Foreign 
AMfairs on the 27th of April, as I had the honour to report to your Lordship in my Com- 
mercial despatch No. 176 of that day. 

It seems to me that the French Government might, if so disposed, complain, not 
altogether without reason, of a lack of courtesy on the part of Her Majesty's Government, 
if the matter was now formally proceeded with without some further communication 
to them, or at least without some more time being allowed for the consideration of 
the reply to their objections. 

At the same time I may observe that the principal, if not the sole motive of the 
French Government, in raising the objections, must have been to support the interests and 
views of the Company. It may he hoped, therefore, that the Government would be not 
‘unwilling to admit any arrangement to which the Company was ready to agree. Tt might, 
therefore, not be impossible for the British Directors to come, in a confidential and informal 
manner, to some understanding with their French colleagues both as to the arrangement to 
be made and as to the best means of procuring the concurrence of the French Government 
in it. If this mode of proceeding be feasible, I should recommend its being adopted, as 
being preferable to the continuance of a written controversy between the two Govern 
ments. But I do not think it would be advisable to make a formal endeavour to set aside 
the opinion already given by the French Government without some further communica 
tion with them, 

T have, 


&e, 
(Signed) LYONS, 


No. 22, 
‘The Earl of Derby to Mr. Vivian 7 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, Moy 10, 1877, 3:40 v.at 
YOUR telegram of the Sth instant has been referred to the Board of Admiralty, and 
they concur with you as to the danger to neutral vessels of a torpedo system of defence, 
Orders have been given to Admiral Hornby to station an irouclad at Port Sid. 
No, 23, 


‘The Earl of Derby to Mr, Vivian. 


(Ne. 6.) 
i, 

LHAVE received your telegram of the Sth instant, suggesting that the defence of the 
Suez Canal by torpedoes might prove dangerous to neutral vessels ; and, in reply, 1 have 
to inform you that the Admiralty, to whom I forthwith communicated your telegram, 
concur with you in this view, 


I should add that Vice-Admiral Hornby has received orders to station an ironclad at 
Port Suid. 


Foreign Office, May 10, 1877. 


Taw, &e, 
(Signed) DERBY. 


No, 24. 
‘The Earl of Derby to Mr. Vivian, 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May 11, 1877, 3°55 ra. 
HAS the decision of the Egyptian Government restating Suez Canal, referred to in 


‘Your telegram of the 4th instant, been approved by Porte and officially notified? . 
ee et 





Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby —(Received May 12.) 


(No. 109. Political.) 
My Lord, Cairo, Aprit 

CHERIF PASHA tells me that the Khedive is anxions to ascertain the views of Her 
Majesty's Government upon the question of the passage of Russian men-of-war through 
the Suez Canal during the war between Russia and Turkey. 

It is not improbable that the question may soon arise, and the Khedive and his 
Government seem to fear the consequences that might ensue from attempting to enforce 
the order thet the Porte woald probably give ¥0 preveat the paneago of Ruslan men-oF 
war through the Canal. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) C. VIVIAN. 


No. 26. 
Mr. Vieian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 12.) 
(No. 111, 


Political.) 
My Lord, Cairo, April 30, 1877. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that 1 have received » communication 
from Cherif Pasha, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, to the effect that M. de Lex, the 
Russian Agent and Consul-t here, has stated in private conversations that the 
Russian fleets from the Baltic, Pacific, and China—in all twenty-seven iron-clads—will 
shortly unite in the Mediterranean, and that an understanding has been come to between 
Engh and Rona tothe pesge ofthe Chins fet through the Suez Canal 

‘The Egyptian Goyeroment are nervous about the safety of their Red Sea ports, which 
would be entirely at the mercy of the Russians. 

M. de Lex leaves Egypt almost immediately. 

‘The Bayptian Chamber of Delegates is convoked to consider what extraord nary 
rexouroeg ean be raised to send further assistance to Turkey, 


No 27. 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby. — (Received May 12.) 
(No, 114. Political) 
My Lord, Cairo, May 4, 1877, 

WITH reference to your Lordship's telegram of the 2nd instant, I have the honour 
to state that I have received no further information to confirm the language of the 
Russian Agent here respecting the intended Russian naval demonstration in the Mediter- 
ranean, which I reported on the 29th ultimo, 

It is very possible that bis language was only meant to intimidate the Egyptian 
Government. 

‘Tho Porte has communicated to the Viceroy by telegraph the regulations that have 
teen promulgated at Coostantinople rearding the treatment of Rusian shipping, neutral 
commerce, &c,, together with directions for the application to the Suez Canal of the 
rules in foree for the straits of the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles. 

‘The Khedive und the Egyptian Government have decided in conformity with these 
instructions :— 

1. To forbid the passage of Russian men-of-war through the Canal. 

2. To allow the passage of all other men-of-war, and of all vessels of the mercantile 
marine, including Russian vessels, subject, however, to the right of visiting and searching 
them for contraband of war. 

‘The entranco to the Canal is to be protected by torpedoes, which, Iam assured, will 
bo carefully laid down by experienced officers; and the passage for commerce will be 
buoyed. 
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If Russia chooses to make reprisals for the stoppage of her navy, the passage of her 
mercantile marine throngh the Canal will probably ve prohibited. 

This decision will be officially notified to foreign Governments after it has been 
approved by the Porte. 

The question of the number af troops that Egypt will send to Turkey is still in 
abeyance, the Chamber of Delegates not having yet arrived at any final decision. 

Thave, & 
(Signed) ©. VIVIAN. 





No, 28. 
Mr, Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 12.) 


(No. 116. 
My Lord, Cairo, May 4, 1877. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 114 of this day's date, reporting the manner in 
Which the Egyptian Government propose to carry out the instructions of the Porte (of 
which I inclose a copy) to apply the rules for the passage of the Dardanelles and 
Bosphorus to the Suez Canal, I trust that Her Majesty's Government and neutral Powers 
in general will approve the decision at which the Khedive and his Government have 
arrived. 

‘The proposed rules appear to me to carry out the intentions of the Act of Concession, 
which states tht the Canal and ita dependent ports shall be "ouverts & toujours, coming 

sages neutres, A tout navire de commerce traversant d'une mer h l'autre, sans aucune 
listinction, exclusion, ni préfrence de personnes ou de nationalités," 

My great fear is of the danger of a system of defence by torpedoes, and of the risk 
of accidents happening by unskilfall handling or careless pilotage. I am told that the 
torpedoes will be carefully laid down and managed by exporienced European officers, and 
that, in the absence of all fortified works, they are the only defonce that Egypt can 
Provide, but it wcems to me very improbable that a Russian man-of-war would attempt to 
enter the Canal by force in spite of the prokibition of the Egyptian Goverament, when it 
might be shut in thero as securely as a mouse in a mouse-trap, and that, thorefore, a 
simple prohibition of entry would be quite sutlicient, 


Political.) 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) C. VIVIAN, 


P.S.—I have the honour to inclose a Memorandum made by ay Swedish colleague 


here, who is an carnest advocate of the redemption of the Sucz Canal duos after the 
manner of the Scheldt and Sound dues, giving his views of the rules that ought to be 
applied to the Canal in tine of war. They scem to accord precisely with the decision 
taken by the Egyptian Government. ae 


Inclosure | in No. 28. 


‘The Grand Vizier to the Khedive. 


re phique.) Constantinople, le | Mai, 1877, 
Al Vhonneur de faire part A votre Altesse des décisions que le Gouvernement 
Impérial vient de prendre & V’égard des navires Russes et du commerce des neutres. 
Article 1. Un délai de cing jours fraves, & dater de la notification, sur les Vieux de la 
présente décision, est accordé aux navites Russes qui se trouvaient dans les ports de 
‘Empire le $3 Avril, 1877, pour quitter les caux Ottomanes; a cet effet il leur sera 
ddlivré sur leur demande par les autorités douaniérés un sauf-conduit pour se rendre dans 
Je port Russe ou neutre le plus rapproché, sans pouvoir toutelois traverser les détroits pour 
passer de la Méditerranée dans Ia Mer Noire et réciproquement. 

_ Art, 2. Le Gouvernement Ottoman déclare son intention d'observer les rigles de 
Groit maritime formulées dans la déclaration signée & Paris le 16 Avril, 1856, et d'aprés 
laquelle (1), 1a course est et demeure abolie; (2), le pavillon neutre couvre la marchan- 
dise ennemie A Texception de la contrebande de guerre; (3), la marchandise neutre, & 
exception In contrebande de guerre, n'est pas saisissable sous pavillon ennemie (4), les 
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blocus pour étre obligatoires doivent étre effectifs, c'est-a-dire maintenus par une force 
suffisante pour interdire réellement I'aceds du littoral & l'ennemi. 

Art. 3. Afin d’empécher Ia contrebande de guerre le Gouvernement Ottomian usera 
du droit de visiter tant en haute mer que dans les eaux Ottomanes et Jors du passage par 
les trois des navies en destination dun port Rasse on d'un pont de Is cite oceupé par 
Fennemi ou méme en eas de suspection en destination d'un port Ottoman on neutre, 

Art. 4, Les dispositions de la présente décision entreront immédistement en viguear ; 
lle sera portée A la connaissance de tous les intéressés par une communication officielle 
adressée aux Représentants étrangers résidants & Constantinople, par la publication dans le 
* Journal Officiel” de I'Einpire ot par télégramme transmis aux chefi-lieux des vilayets ; 
je dois ajouter que pour tout ce qui concerne les navires, le commerce des neutres, et ls 
navigation en général, le désir de Sa Majesté est que votre Altesse notifie de son cit que 
les dispositions relatives au détroit des Dardanelles et du Bosphore seront applicables au 
possage du Canal de Suez, 

Je prie votre Altesse de vouloir bien donner les ordres nécesssires & qui de droit pour 
que les dispositions qui préctdent puissent entrer immédiatement en vigueur en ce qui 
concerne I’Egypte. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 28. 


Memorandum. 
(Extract,) 

RESTE maintenant & examiner A quelles lois le Canal de Sucz est soumis, et quels 
ebangements y sont nécessaires pour que le Canal puisse répondre & son but. 

Tor deux rives du Canal de Sucz étant tontes deux Egyptinnos et sx langeur trés- 
timitée, il est done Egyptien dans tout son parcours et par suite soumis A la jurisdiction 
Egyptienne. 


Etant Is voie de communication direete entre In Méditerranée et la Mer Rouge et 


ouverte A la grande navigation. Quoique ce détroit n’ait pas été crdé par la nature et soit 
grande navign in pa 


une couvre dart cola no change rien A In question. 

C'est sans doute dans la catégorie des eaux comme celles des Belts et du détroit de 
Messine que le Canal de Suez doit étre classé. 

Nous allons dono examiner comment est réglé dans le Canal de Suez le passage des 
bitiments tant ceux de commerce que ceux de guerre, 

Pour ce qui cancerne lo passage dex navires de commerce, soit en temps de paix soit 
en tomps de guerre, il faut recourie aux stipulations contenues dansl"Acte de Concession de 
Ja Compagnie dont I’Article 14 déclare : “Le Grand Canal Maritime de Suez & Peluse et 
Jes ports en dépendant, ouverts A toujours, comme passages neutres A tout navire de 
commerce traversant dane mer A l'autre sans aucune distinction.” 

La Sublime Porte et I'Ezypte, gurantissant méme en temps de guerre le passage des 
navires de commerce indépendaroment de leur nationalité par le Canal, accorde done plus 
que tout Gouvernement n'a permis & In navigation étrangére dans ses parages. Mais en 
examinant de plus prés cotte expression “ouverts & toujours, comme neutres a 
tout navire de commerce,” nous verrons que ces priviléges sont en grande partic illusoires, 
En effet, en gnrantissant le passage du Canal, la Sublime Porte ou Egypte ne se sont 
hullement déclards obligés de s'abstenir de capturer les batiments de commerce, appar- 
tenant A lours ennemis, avant ou aprés leur entrée dans lo Canal, soit dans la Méditerranée 
soit dans la Mer Rouge. Courant donc tout de méme le risque d’étre capturé, la déclara- 
tion dane In concession que le Canal est neutre, est done presque sans valeur pour des navires 
Aappartenant aux nations en guerre avec la Sublime Porte. Quant aux navires appartenant 
‘ux nations amies de la Porte, la neutralité du Canal, une fois que le Canal est déclaré 
“onan pat toujours,” est sans signification. 

La dernigre stipulation “que le Canal reste ouvert 2 toujours,” est done la condition 
essentiello, puisque elle place sa navigation dans des conditions au moins aussi favorable 
que celle des autres détroits, par exemple, des Belts de Messine et autres. 

De méme done que les Belts en temps de guerre ne pourraicat étre fermnées aux 
navires yenant de la Baltique en destination pour la Mer du Nord ou vice versd, de méme 
Je Canal de Suez ne pourrait étro fermé aux navires qui ne font que franchir le Caval pour 
des ports étrangers. Le blocus devrait étre limité aux navires destinés pour les ports dans 
Je Canal méme ou autres ports Egyptiens. 

Contre le contenu de la concession réglant Ia navigation voie du Canal, il n'y aurait 
qu'une objection & faire, c'est-A-dire, que la concession n'est qu’un acte passé entre Is 
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Sublime Porte et le Gouvernement Egyptien, d'une part, et la Compagnie d’autre part. 
Mais cette manidre d’envisager la question est & peine soutenable. 

Le caractére officiel que In Sublime Porte et le Gouvernement Egyptien ont donné 
& cet acte, Fintervention de plusicurs Puissances, soit a I'époque oft In concession fit 
accordée soit plus tard pour définir son interprétation, lui donne un caractére tout & fait 
international et lie ainsi la Sublime Porte et I'Ezypte vis-lvis des autres Gouvernements, 

‘Maintenant se pose la question du passage des navires de guerre. 

Quant a leur passage en temps de pais, il n’existe, il est vrai, aucun acte émané de 
la Sublime Porte ou de Egypte proclamant lear libre passage. Mais, le fait est que ce 
droit a existé déja depuis six ans, et que entreprise du Canal est basée tant sur le passage 
des navires de guerre que sur ceux des navires de commerce. II faut done logiquement 
admettre que le deoit de passage des navires de guerre en temps de paix est un droit 
acquis. 

‘Du reste, on se demande quelle raison valable la Sublime Porte ou I'Egypte on 
temps de paix pourrait donner pour défendre & un navire de guerre, qui acquitte 
voulus, de franchir le Canal. Ce ne serait ni plus ni moins qu'un acte hostile vis. 
de la nation A laquelle appartiendrait le navire, car ce serait exactement la méme chose 

Jue si la France ou "Angleterre en temps de paix voulaient interdire & un navire de guerre 
nger, naviguant dans Ia Manche, d'entrer dans leurs eaux, 
este done i exatniner le passage des navires de guerre en temps de guerre, 

Hi favdrait naturollement ici distinguer les navires appartenant a des nations neutres 
de ceux appartenant anx parties belligérantes et entre cox derniers ceux qui se trouvent 
‘en guerre avec la Sublime Porte. 

Quant au passage des navires de guerre neutees, il devrait, il nous semble, Otre 

4 passage rex navires de guerre en temps de paix 

Qoant aux navires, appartenant aux Etats belligérants non en guerre avec la Sublime 
Porte ou 'Exypte, nous nous référons de nouveau a usage du passage des Belts. Co 
Feiesgs, ca exe do neutralté du. Danmark, fant pas défenda aux navires de guerre 

lligérants, nous ne voyons pas comment le passage du Canal de Suez, le cas échéant de 
houtralité do ka Sublime Porte, pourrait leur étre interdite, 

Que la neutealité de I"Egypte doit étre respectée par les navires de guerre lors de lour 
Passage, ocla va sans dire, Et que, en pareil eas, I'Egypie ait le droit de prendre certaines 
mesures de police et de précaution dans ses propres eaux, par exemple de régler le nombre 
des navires de guerre qui pourmient a la fois traverser Yo Canal, celn est incontestable en 
tant quo ces mesures no porteraient, bien entendy, pus atteinte aax principes du libre 


int aux passages des navires de guerre appartenant A un ennemi de la Sublime 
il ext impossible dadmettre que le passage libre du Canal soit admis, 

_ Un tel droit ne pourrait jamais étre acconide par la Sublime Porte, ou accepté par les 
Puissances, & moins, toutefois, qne les Puissances ne sfobligent & empdoher tout acte 
Mhostilité durant la traversée de leur navire, et qu'en outre les dits navires n'aient pas une 
destination hostile \ leur sortie du Canal contre une autre partie du territoire Ottoman. 
Un tel engagement nous paralt impossible A obtenir, car il nécossiterait de Iv part des 
Puissances une garantie solidaire, que probablement elles ne peuvent ni ne yeulent donner 
cause des devoirs et des conséquences de guerre graves qui pourraient en nisulter. Le 
passage du Canal de Suez par des navires de guerre, appartenant i une nation onnemio de 
Ja Sublime Porte, reste done tune question qui, comme le passage de tous les autres détroits 
t eaux appartenant A uu état ennemi en temps de guerre, se décide par la force. 

Le seul but nécessaire et désirable A obtenic consisterait done dans la déolaration claire 
et précise que la navigation voie du Cunal de Suez est soumis aux momes lois et régie 
par des mémes principes de droit que celle des antres détroits ouverts 4 Ia grande navi- 
gation et que les Puissances s'obligent & respecter cette grande auvre ot A ne pas la détruire 
en temps de guerre, 


‘No. 29. 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby —(Received May 12,) 


(No. 120. Political.) 
My Lord, Cairo, Nay 5, 1877. 

WITH reference to my telegram of yesterday, it appears to ine that the protection 
of the Suez Canal by means of torpedoes may prove dangerous to neutral vessels, and 
‘Specially to Her Majesty's Indian transports. 





16 


It is true that there are no other means available of defending the Canal, but I 
cannot but think that a simple prohibition of entry would suffice, as I doubt if a Russian 
man-of-war would ever altempt to force an entry into the Canal, where she might be caught 
in a trop. 
‘Would your Lordship wish me to make any representation upoo this point ? 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) C. VIVIAN. 


No. 30, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Lord Tenterden.—(Received May 12.) 


My Lord, India Office, May 12, 1877. 

TAM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of 
of the 7th instant, with accompanying telegram from Her Majesty's Consu 
Egypt, on the subject of the proposed defence of the Suez Canal by means of torpedoes. 

I am direoted to stato that Lord Salisbury ean only express his concurrence 
in Mr. Vivian's opinion as to the danger likely to result to neutral vessels from such a 
measure, and his bope that the Egyptian Government may be persuaded that its adoption 
is unnecessary forthe purpose of preventing the passage of Russian sips of war. 
am, &e. 


(Signed) ' GEORGE HAMILTON. 


No. 31. 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby—(Received May 12.) 
(Telographic.) Cairo, May 11, 1877, 6°30 vat. 


PORTE approves proposed regulations for Suez Canal, but rescrves decision ns to 
allowing passage of Rossian merchant-vessels. Egypt has no other possible means of 


defending Canal than torpedoes ; but if Viceroy can learn from Aden when a Russian 


manof-war passes, he will only then lay them down. Chamber of Delegates has voted 
about 500,001, to pay for assistance to Turkey, and about 10,000 men will be sent, 
tnaking total of the Egyptian contingent about 16000 men, Three Turkish mea-of-war 
expected immediately to convoy them. 


No. 32. 
Mr. Lister to the Suez Canal Directors. 


(No. 18, Commercial) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, May 12, 1877. 

‘THE Earl of Derby referred to the Lords of the Admiralty your despatch No. 13, 
Commercial, of the 11th ultimo, relative to the proposed exchange of land at Port Said : 
and Lam now direoted by his Lordship to transmit to you, for such observations as you 
may have to offer thereupon, a letter, with ite inclosure, from the Board of Admiralty’ on 
this subject. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) DN 


No. 33. 
Mr. Lister to Lord Sudeley. 


My Lord, Foreign Office, May 12, 1877. 
WITH reference to your Lordship’s letter to Mr. Bourke of the 22nd ultimo, 1am 
directed by the Earl of Derby to acquaint you that he has received a communication from 
the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company stating that, baving called the attention 
of M. C. de Lesseps to the question of overcharges upon vessels of the Peninsular and 
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Oriental Steam Navigation Company when passing through the Canal, they have received 
from him renewed assurances that quite receatly very strict orders have been again sent to 
the officers of the Company not to re-sneasure vessels, 

M. C, de Lesseps has further expressed his belief that the charges complained of 
arise, not from re-measurement, but from an adjustment of the tonnage deduced from the 
‘vessels! papers on verification of the occupation of the spaces. 

I am to add that steps are about to be taken on the part of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment to put an end to the complaints of overcherge and the uncertainty about the 
tonnage spaces by coming to an understanding with the Canal Company on the subject 

am, &e. 
(Signed) ’ T. V. LISTER. 


No. 34. 


Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 12, at night.) 
Cairo, May 12, 1877, 3 P.M, 


(Telegraphic. “ i 

VITH reference to my telegram of yesterday, Porte objects to Viceroy’s proposal to 
authorize passage of Rassian merchant-vessels through Suez Canal, and insists on their 
Jinbility in the Canal, as in all Egyptian ports, to the measures applied to them in the other 
ports of the Empire. 

Porte signifies its readiness to send naval force to Red Sea, if necessary, to protect 
ports against Rassian meo-of-war, 

Viceroy maintaining his views with respect to the neutrality of the Canal, proposes 
to remind Porte of Article 14 of the Act of Concession ; to say that having no means of 
defending Canal entrance except by torpedoes, the dangers of which are obvious, if Porte 
insists on exclusion of Russian metchantmen, it must send ships to enforce its orders, 

Meanwhile Russian merchantmen will be allowed to enter, and Viceroy suggests that 
if Her Majesty's Government approve his view they might support it at Constantinople. 

No official notification will be made till this question is settled. 

‘As a matter of fact very few Russian merchantmen use Canal, 


No. 35. 
Mr, Vivian to the Earl of Derby—(Received May 13, 5 v.s.) 


(Telegraphic.) Cairo, May 13. 1877, 11 asm. 
ECISION taken lost night to apply onlers of the Porto respeating troatment of 
neutral and enemies’ shipping in other ports of the Empire to the Suez Canal, Police of 
the Canal, inclading right of visit and search, will be exercised by Bzypts : 
Porte asked to send naval force to guard both ends of Canal if they maintain decision 
rohentinen, as Egypt has not the means, 
of the Mth Article of the Act of Concession of 1856, 
respecting neutrality of the Suez Canal. 


No, 36. 


‘The Earl of Cadogan to Lord Tenterden—(Received May 14.) 


My Lord, War Office, May 12, 1877. 

__AN reply to your letter of the 7th of Mey, Cam directed by the Secretary of State 
for War to acquaint you, for the information of the Karl of Derby, that he has no 
‘observations to offer with regard to the telegram from Her Majesty's Agent and Consul- 
General in Bgypt, respecting the defence of the Suez Canal. 


(Signed) 


Tam, &e. 
CADOGAN, 
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No. 87, 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby—(Received May 14, 1-45 v.x.) 


(Telegraphic: Cairo, May 14, 1877, 12°5 vat. 
TLE reference to my telegram of, yesterday, torpedo idea is abandoned and the 
defence of the Suez Canal entirely left to the Porte if it maintains its decision, gravity of 
which is pointed out. 


No. 38. 
‘The Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 15.) 


(No. 19. Commercial.) 
My Lord, London, May 14, 1877. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch No. 17 
of the Oth instant, and to return herewith the letter from the Secretary of the Peninsular 
and Oriental Company ia which he complains of the overcharges to which the vewels of 
fe Company have been subjected by the Suez Canal Company from the Ist March, 
1876, to the ist January, 187. We are unable to add much’ to our roport on this 
subject contained in our No. 16 of the 7th instant, 

In presence of the formal declarations made by M. Charles de Lessops we cannot 
‘suppowo that the Company continues to re-measure the vessels in qacstion. It is more 
probable that the Suez Canal officers obtain the increased tonnage either by operating 
adjustments on the net tonnage shown by the special certificates, or by taking as a basis 


dues the tonnage obtained by their own measurements befare February, 1576, 
When the same vessels of the Peninsular and Oriental Company were periodically passing 
Uhrouglh the Cana, as those named in Mr. Bethone’s ist 


ither of these methods lar, and our efforts will be directed towards inducing 
the Company to accept the of Trade Certificates ns they stand, until the final 
settlement of the tonnage question has been effected, which we think ought not to be 
delayed. 
< We have, &e, 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
€. RIVERS WILSON. 
EDWD. J. STANDEN. 


No. 39, 
‘The Earl of Derby to the Suez Canal Directors. 


(No. 19. Commercial. Confidential.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, May 1%, 18: 

HER Majesty's Government have had under their consideration your despatch 
No. 10, Commercial, of the 15th ultimo, on the subject of the tonnage questions now 
pending between them and the Suez Canal Company, 

AAS you are already aware the French Government have raised objections to the basis 
for a proposed settlement of these questions which were indicated in my Cireular despatch 
of the st February lat, and the reply of Her Majesty's Goveroment was only com- 
tunicated to the French Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 27th ultimo. 

Under these cireumstances I have to state to you that it does not appear desirable to 
take any formal proceedings in the matter without allowing some further time to the 
French Government for the consideration of their reply. 

As, however, the principal, if not the sole motive, of the French Government in 
raising their objections must have been to support the interests and views of the 
Company, it is probable that they would not be unwilling to admit any arrangement to 
which the Company was ready to agree. 

I would saggest, therefore, that it might be possible for you to come to some under- 
standing, in a confidential and informal manner, with your French colleagues, both as to 
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the arrangement to be made, and as to the best means of procuring the concurrence of 
the French Government. 
Tam, &e. 


(Signed) "DERBY. 
ey 


No, 40. 
‘The Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May \6.) 


London, May 15, 1877. 
the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch No. $ 
of the 23rd ultimo, and to state that at the last meeting of the Council of the Suez Canal 
Directors we put in the reply to the Company approved in the above despatch, that it was 
well received by the Council, and that, therefore, the arrangement of the voting question 
may now be considered as satisfactorily settled. 

‘The next general meeting of the shareholders of the Suez Canal Company is fixed 
for Wednesday, the 6th of June, at 1 o'lock. 

‘Wo have the honour to suggest, for the consideration of Her Majesty's Government, 
Whether upon this, the firat occasion of a general meeting since the conclusion of the 
Agteetent with the Company on the subject of the right of Her Majesty's Government to 
be represented and to vote in virtue of the shares held by them, it will not be desirable 
that Special Representative of the Government shall attend the meeting in order formally 
to assert and exercise that right. 

In the event of this sugzestion mecting with approval, it will be noorasary that, as 
required by Article 3 of the Agreement, there shall be furnished to us, for delivery to the 
Company not later than the Ist of June, a written declaration signed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury certifying that all the shares ceded to the British Governmont by His 
Highness the Khedive, whether paid off or not paid off, have continued and eontinuc to be 
the property of Her Majesty's Government. 

We beg leave further to observe that it would appear inadvisable that, the duty of 

resenting Her Majesty's Government should be entrusted to one of tho British 
Administrators, inasmuch as each of us already possess four votes in virtue of out 
‘qualifying shares, and the statates forbid the exercise of more than ten votes by any one 
Person, whether voting on bis own behalf or as proxy, ‘The effect of entrusting tho 
proxy to one of the Directors would bo, Warefore that = portion of the votes would be 
ost 
circumstances we venture to recommend that one of the members of Her 
a sbassy be empowered to act for Her Majesty’s Government on the occasion 
ia question, 

‘The Council of Administration have intimated that such porson, formally accredited 
and empowered, would be accepted by the Company as the Representative of H 
Majesty's Government without the necessity for his qualifying ox a shareholder in his 
individual capacity, 

With referetice, however, to the Inst-mentioned point, we think it right to call 
Attention to Article 48 of the Statutes, which enncts that ‘no one can represent a share- 
holder at the mecting who is not himself a member of that meeting,” i.e., the proprictor 
Of at least twenty-five shares. Although after the expression of opinion of the Council 
Which we bave alluded to we do not anticipate that the vote of the Representative of Her 
Majesty's Government under the proposed conditions is ever likely to be challenged ; still it 
seems important that all the proceedings taken on bebalf of Her Majesty's Government in 
‘this matter should be entirely within the statutory regulations of the Company. 

We therefore submit for consideration whether, in the judgment of Her Maje: 
Government, the Article of the Statute above quoted is applicable to the present case, or 
Shether the Representative of the Government may properly be absolved from the noces- 
sity of obtaining a personal qualification. 

We have, &. 


(Signed) "J. STOKES. 


C. RIVERS WILSON. 
EDWD. J, STANDEN, 


a 
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No. 41. 
‘The Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 16.) 


(No. 18. Political.) te 
My Lord, London, May 16, 1877. 

* REFERRING to our despatch No, 17 of yesterday's date, respecting the attendance 
of a special Representative of Her Majesty’s Government at the General Meeting of the 
Company to be held on the 6th proximo, we have the honour to inclose herewith copy of 
a letter, dated 15th instant, from M. Charles de Lesseps to Mr. Rivers Wilson, explaining 
distinctly the views entertained by our French colleagues, to the effect that the person so 
attending on behalf of the Government would be accepted as representing the Government 
without the necessity for his being himself a shareholder, 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
©. RIVERS WILSS 
EDWD. J. STAND 


————— 


Tuclosure in No. 41. 


M. de Lesseps to Mr. Rivers Wilson. 
Paris, le 15 Me 


Cher Monsieur, 
joonvénient mu 


VOUS me demande si nous croyons qu'il n'y aura auoun 


vue de la régularité de nos assomblées A co que le Gouvernement Britannique soit 
représenté et vote par 'entremise d'an fonctionnaire spécialement désigné A cet effet. 
Nous navons aucun doute h cet égard : il eat évident que la seule manitre d’éviter 
qu'une objection queloonque soit soulevée par un actionnaire sera, comme vous Vidi 
que Te Gouvernement ft reprisets par un membre de Yassemblée tel que vous, le Colonel 
Stokes ou M, Standen. ; 
Mais je le répéte, In représentation au moyen d’un délégué spécial est dex plus 


régulidres et si cd mode de procéder nous était reproché dans Tassemblée, nous 
exposerions les motifs, concluants selon nous, qui seraient de nature A convaincre lex 
actionnaires que Vobjection faite ext sans fondement. 
Croyez, ke, 
(Signé) CHI, A, DE LESSEPS. 


se 
No. 42. 


‘The Suet Canal Directors to the Earl of Devby.—(Received May 16.) 


1 20. ial. 
Sy 'toed, ce London, May 15, 1877. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 18, 
Commercial, of the 12th instant, inclosing Admiralty letter of May 7, 1877, and to state 
that, after reading tho explanation given in that letter, we think that Her Majesty's 
Government may safely consent to the proposed exchange of land at Port Sald ander the 
conditions and provisions laid down in the previous correspondence with the Suer Canal 
Comte tho wish of Her Majesty's Government that we should concade the arrange: 
ment with the Company, we have the honour to request instructions for our guidance, an¢ 
that the previous Prrespondence may be placed in our hands before the end of’ this 


ae We hnve, 80. ips 
Signed) Z : 
(Sizned)G RIVERS WILSON, 
EDWD. J. STANDEN, 





aL 
No. 43. 


ee ‘The Earl of Derby to Mr. Layard.* 
N 1) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 16, 1877. 

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith a copy of a despatch which I have 
addressed to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Paris, respecting a project, of which a copy is 
also inclosed, communicated to me by M. de Lesseps, for the neutralization of the Suez 
Your Excellency will sce that Her Majesty's Government have declined to adopt that 
project, but have informed M. de Lesseps of the intimation made by Her Majesty's 

jovernment to the Russian Ambassador on the 6th instant that an attempt to blockade 
or otherwise to interfere with the Canal or its approaches would be regarded by Her 
‘Majesty's Government as a menace to India and as a grave injury to the commerce of the 
world, and that, on both these grounds, any such step—which Her Majesty's Government 
hope and fully believe there is no intention on the part of either belligerent to take—would 
be incompatible with the maintenance by Her Majesty's Government of an attitude of 
passive neutrality, 

Thave to request. your Excellency to acquaint the Porte with the intimation thus 
conveyed to the Kussian Government, and to state that Her Majesty's Government will 
‘expect that the Porte and the Khedive will on their side abstain from impeding the navi- 
gation of the Canal, of adopting any measures likely to injure the Canal or its appronclies, 
and that Her Mojesty’s Government are firmly determined not to permit the Cunal to be 
ude the scene of any combat or other warlike operations. 

Hayy) Hive addressed a similar despatch to Her Majsty’s Agent and Consul-General in 
maypt. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) DERBY. 


No. 44. 


‘The Earl of Derby to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 290,) Cone 
My Lord, Foreign Office, May 16, 1877. 

M. DE LESSEPS called upon me at the Foreign Office on the 10th instant, having, 
ashe stated, come expressly from Paris to lay before Her Majesty's Government, in a 
pafidential manner, a project for regulating the passage of ships of war through the Suez 

nal, 

T received him in company with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and he handed to 
me the drut project, of which I inclose a copy, 

He said that he had discussed the terms of it with the Duc Decazes, and was 
‘Authorized to say that the French Government acquiesced in them. 

‘After some conversation, I told him that the question of the position of the Suoz 
Canal undor present circanistances was a difficult apd delicate one, and that I could not 
then ray more than that the project which he had been good enough to submit to me 
should have full consideration, 

Her Majesty's Government have since carefully considered the project, and have 
come to the conclusion that the scheme proposed in it for the neutralization of the Canal 
by an International Convention is open to so many objections of a political and practical 

er, that they could not undertake to recommend it for the acceptance of the Porte 
‘and the Powers. 

Her Majesty's Government are, at the same time, deeply sensible of the importance 
to Great Britain and other neutral Powers of preventing the Cunal being injured or 
blocked up by either of the belligereats in the present war, and your Excellency is at 
liberty to inform M. de Lesseps that Her Majesty's Government intimated to the Russian 
Ambassador, in a note which I addressed to bis Excellency on the 6th instant, than an 
‘attempt to blockade, or otherwise to interfere with the Canal or its approaches, would be 
regarded by Her Majesty's Government as a menace to India, and as a grave injury to the 
Commerce of the world. "1 added that, on both those grounds any such step, which, Her 
Majesty's Government hope and fully believe there is no inteotion on the part of either 


‘© A similar despatch was addremed to Mr. Vivien. 
{27} "4 6 





belligerent to take, would be incompatible with the maintenance by Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment of an attitude of passive neutrality,* 

‘Her Majesty's Goverameat will cause the Porte and the Khedive to be made 
ted with the intimation thus conveyed to the Russian Government, and Her 
ty’s Ambassador at Constantinople and Agent in Egypt will be instructed to state 

that Her Majesty's Government will expect that the Porte and the Khedive will on their 
side abstain from impeding the navigation of the Canal, or adopting any measures likely 

jure the Canal or its approaches, and that Her Majesty's Government are firmly 
detertined not to permit the Canal to be made the scene of any combat or other warlike 
operations. 

Poin tating this to M. de Lesseps, your Excellency will explain that Her Majesty's 
Government have thus taken the ive in regard to the protection of the Canal on 
account of the pressing necessity, as regards British interests, of maintaining the security 
of the Canal, and they do not doubt that if the Canal were to be seriously menaced, the 
French and othor Governments would adopt a similar course. eos 

am, &e. 
Signed) DERBY. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 44. 


Memorandum by M. de Lesarpe. 


LA déclaration tris notte, faite par le Gouvernement Anglais, aux deux Chambres da 
Parlement, sur sa résolution de maintenir la liberté da passage di Canal do Suez pour ses 
bitiments de guerre, m'a fait pousor quill y aurait peut-étre licu de négocier avee d'autres 
Gouvernoments un accord a ce sujet. ge 

Comme Président de Ia Compagnie financidro a laquelle I'Angloterre est associée, je 
soumets au Comte Derby un projet exprimant simplement mes idées personnelles, auquet 
j'ai des raisons de eroire que le Due Decazes serait disposé a adhérer d'aprds une conversa 
tion particulidre que j’ai eve hier matin avec lui. 


ans Jo cas od le Ministre Beitannique ne juernit pas A propos d’entamer lui-méme: 


des pourparlers avec les autres Cubinets, Je pourrais faire, & Paris, aux Représentants des 
dliverses Paisano intérevées, des ouvertaree dont je rendrais compte A Lard Desby et an 


ee (Signé) FERD. DE LESSEPS. 
Londres, te \O Mai, 1877- 


Inclosure 2 in No. 44. 
International Agreement as to passage of Ships of War through the Suez Canal. 


DEPUIS ouverte du Canal do Soes en 1860, ts Ierté compte da page parle 
Canal Maritime et les ports en dépendant a été respectée pour les batiments d’Etat aussi 
Wien que pour is bents d¢ commeroe, mfmo 2 la pert. deo Palseances beligéranten, 
Tora de In guerre Franco-Allemande, 9 " 

Les Gouvernements de. . . sont d'accord anjourd’hai pour maintenir a 
mime liberté & tout navire d’Etat ou de commerce quel que soit son pavillon et sins aucune 

xception. 
neeTE ant extend que les uavires d'Btatsseront souinis wox mesares que pourra prendre 
Vautorité territoriale pour empécher les navires en transit de débarquer sur le territoire 
Eayption aucune troupe ou munition de guerre. 


No. 45. 
The Earl of Derby to Sir B. Harris. 
(No. 33, Commercial.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 16, 1817. 
HER Majesty's Government have had under their consideration Mr. Fenton's 
despatch with its inclosure, No. 25, Commercial, of March 2, relative to the new surtax 
arrangement for the Suez Canal. 
1 Thin i 8 quotation ofthe note to Count Schocralof of May 6 1877. 
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‘They observe in the first place that M. de Willebois, in announcing the adhesion of 

herlands Government to the above arrangement, gives certain reasons for the desire 

entertained by his Goverament that the Porte, in putting the arrangement into foree, should 
do so in the same form as when the arrangement of 1873 was established. 

Thave to state to you that Her Majesty's Government understand that the Porte 
Rotified to the Khedive by telegraph that the new arrangement was to come into foree on 
the 15th ultimo, but they have no information as to the form in which the Porte will 
otherwise place upon record its decision to that effect ; they do not, however, apprehend 
thst there will be any omission of form or want of authority in the formal announcement 
of the Porte’s decision on this subject. 

M, de Willebois proceeds in the next placs to complain that the Suez Canal Company 
refuses to receive special Suez Certificates based on the measurement of vessels under 
Rule 2 of the Merchant Shipping Act of 1854. 

T have in reply to state that in the opinion of Her Majesty's Government, the 
Company appears to be fully justified in such refusal, seeing that the Rule 2 does not 
pretend to correct results. ‘The approximate results given by it are sufficiently accurate 
for the special exceptional cases in which such measurement is allowed, but not for a 
ffermment tonnage certifeate, ‘There is nothing in the Report of the Tntermitional 

‘onnage Comission to show that it was intended to accord freedom of choice between 
the Rules under which the gross cupacity of vessels should be measured. Articlo 15 of the 
Report teuds to confirm this view of the case, as it distivetly states that vessels may be 
Measured under the Rale 2 in countries where the Moorsom system will be, but has not 
yet been adopted (which is, Her Majesty's Government understand, no longer the case 
in Holland). 

'M, do Willebois then passes to a consideration of the proposals contained in the 
Circular of February 1, as communicated to the Netherlands Government in your note of 
February 10, 

His Excellency Appears to apprehend that the second proposal contained in that 
Circalar throws a doubt on the validity of the decisions taken at Constantinople with 
reference to the net tonnage on which vessels are to pay their dues when passing through 
the Canal, ‘ 

Her Majesty's Government are led from this to infer that M. Wi 
Aware of the circumstances which have led to their present proposals. 

‘These circumstances may be brielly stated as follows — 

‘The Sucz Canal Company submitted to the Constantinople Tonnage Rules and Dues 
Arrangement of 1873 only ander violent protest; and although compelled to act upon them, 
did so only partially, ‘Thus they levied the rate of dues specified on the tonnage prescribed, 

iimed to judge for’ themselves what the tonnage of each ship was under the 
ple Rules, and remeasured a great number of vessels, whether provided with 
the Special Sucz Certificate or not, 

‘This was n direct infraction of the onlers of the Sublime Porto, one of the Rules adopted: 
by it,and especially approved for the Suex Canal being that vary vessel was to be 
oh the net tonnaze shown in her papers which were to be accepted without reserve. ‘Thin 
infraction of the Constantinoplo Roles formed the subject of fequeot protests on the part 
of Her Majesty's Goverament, extending from April, 1874, till February, 1876, whon the 
Immediate discontinaance of the remeasurement of vessels was promised by M, de Lesseps, 
who, morcover, at the wane time stated that the remeasuremonts made up to that time 
had brought to light a geeat many deviations from the Constantinople Rates in the official 
‘Measurements of tonnage taken in this country and elsewhere. M. de Losseps furnished 
detailed particulars of the measurements made by the Canal Company, from which it 
appeared that in many instances errors had occurred in the original measurements of 
vessels, although, on the other hand, many alleged discrepancies in the measurement arose 
from an interpretation on the part of the Cunal Company of the Constantinople Rules 
Which Her Majesty's Government hold to be erroneous, 

1c was not intended to submit these matters to discussion in the proposed undor- 
Standing with the Canal Company, as in the opinion of Her Majesty's Government, 
although certain of tho spaces re hot. specified in the Constantinople Rules, it may be 
inferred trom analogy with those specif, that the Toaaage Camistsion di uot laren 
to include them in the net tonnage, whilst certain other spnces are distinctly included 
in a 

_A clear definition of these spaces is not considered by Her Majesty's Government 
‘ likely to lead to any more inconvenience than has been caused by the definition of those 
already enumerated in the Constantinopie Rules. 

Ifa vessel's arrangement is altered, the proper course, in the opinion of Her Majesty's 
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Government, would be for her to take out a fresh certificate, it being a matter of frequent 
occurrence that vessels are remeasured in consequence of alterations in the cabin or deck 
enclosures. 

While Her Majesty's Government thankfally acknowledge the offer on the part of the 
Netherlands Government to obtain information on this subject, they cannot but think 
that it would tend to strengthen their hands in settling this matter with the Canal 
Company if M. de Willebois would affirm that the Deleeate of the Netherlands on the 
Toternational Tonnage Commission held the same view with regard to the spaces as that 
maintained by Her Majesty's Government. 

M. de Willebois deprecates any individual action by Her Majesty’s Government in 
coming to an understanding with the Company on the points of detail. It is, however, to 
be observed that a previous understanding between the Governments on these points is a 
mattor of extreme difficulty, as is shown by M. de Willebois’ note. 

Tt appears to Her Majesty's Government that in the interests of the large number of 

lish vessols passing through the Canal, an early understanding with the Company is 
most desirable, Her Majesty's Government think that the concession to the Company of 
the permission for its officers to verify the occupation of the ship cannot fairly be refused 
in presence of the many cases which the Company have been able to bring forward in 
confirmation of their statement that shipowners and masters do carry cargo in spaces 
Whose tonnage has been excluded from the net tonnage of the shi 

‘The affirmation of the principle laid down by the International Commission, and 
adopted by the Porte, is repented in the Circalar of February 1, not ax M. do Willebois 
‘would seem to apprehend, from any intention to weaken, of from having lost sight of, the 
decisions of Constantinople, bat beeause whilst conceding certain matters of detail which 
the Company have some grounds for demanding, Her Majesty's Government reaffiem and 
init upon the principle, the importance of whichis upheld, whilt menrurs are proposed 
to provent its being abused. 

Thave to request that you will make a communication in the above sense to the 
Netherlands Government, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) DERBY. 


No. 46. 
Lord Tenterden to Mr. Lingen. 


7 Foreign Office, May V7, 1877. 

TAM directed by the Eurl of Derby to transmit to you, to be Inid before the Lords 
of the Treasury, copies of two despatches from the British Suez Canal Direotors® with 
regard to the representation of Her Majesty's Government, in virtuo of the sbares held by 
them, at the nex? General Meeting of the shareholders of the Company, on the 
Gth of June; and I om to suggest, for their Lordships’ consideration, that these 
despatches should be referred to Mr. Reilly for his opinion. ’ 

TL it is decided that w special representative should attend on behalf of Her Majesty's 

Government, Lord Derby would propose that Mr. Adams, Her Majesty's Secretary of 
Embassy at Puris, should be appointed to perform this duty. 


Sir, 


Tam, &e, 
TENTERDEN. 


Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby—(Received May 18.) 


(Telegraphic) Constantinople, May 17, 1877. 

TVH reference to your telegram of the 14th instant, Porte states that it must, on 

ine ly to Russian vessels passing through the Suez Canal the same measures as 
inst them in other parts of the Empire. ‘The draft of a communication to 
Viceroy has been prepared. 
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No. 48. 
Mr. Lister to the Secretary to the Admiralty, 


Sir, Foreign Office, Moy 18, 1877 

WITH reference to your letter of the 7th instant, I am directed by the Earl of Derby 
to transmit to you herewith a copy of a further despatch from the British Directors ot the 
‘Suez Canal Company,* stating that in their opinion Her Majesty's Government may safely 
‘consent to the propased exchange of land at Port Said under the conditions and provisions 
laid down in the previous correspondence with the Suez Canal Company. 

Tam accordingly to request that you will move the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to favour Lord Derby with their opinion as to the instructions which should be 
Riven to the British Directors for their guidance in concluding the proposed arrangement 
With the Suez Canal Company. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER, 


No, 49, 
Mr, Lister to Mr. Bethune. 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 19, 1877. 

.__, WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the Oth-instant, I am directed by the 
Earl of Derby to acquaint you that his Lordship has received a report. from the British 
Directors of the Suez Canal Company respecting the complaints contained in your letter of 
the 2nd instant of overcharges on the part of that Company in the case of vessels belonging 
to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company. 

‘The directors express their opinion that the vessels are not actually remeasured, but 
that the Suez Canal otficers more probably obtain the inoreased tonnage either by operating 
adjustments on the net tonnage shown by the special certificates, or by taking as a basin 
for thelr dues the tonnage obtained by their own measurement before February 1876, when 
the same vessels of your Company were periodically passing through the Canal ax’ those 


named in the list which accompanied your letter. 

‘The British Directors observe, howover, that oithor of these methods is irregular, and 
they state thut their efforts will be directed ‘towards inducing the Company to accept the 
Board of Trade Certificates as they stand until a final settlement of the tonnage question 
has been effected. 


Lam, &e. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 
a eS 


No, 50. 
Mr. Vieian to the Karl of Derby —{ Received May 21.) 


(No. 124. Political.) 
My Lord, Cairo, May 11, 1877. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 114 of the dth instant, the Khedive informs 
tne that the Porte approves generally of the regulations that His Highness has proposed 
for the Sucz Canal, but reserves itn decixion as to allowing the passage of Russian 
‘merchant vessels through the Canal. 

With reference to your Lordship’s message of yesterday, the Khedive states that 

pt unfortunately has no other means of defending the Canal aztinst the entry of 
Russian men-of-war than by torpedoes; but His Highness suggests that if he could be 
Apprized from Aden of the passing of a Russian man-ol-war bound towards Sucz, he 
would only then cause the torpedoes to be laid down, 

His Highness further informs me that the Chamber of Delegates has voted about 
00,0001 to pay for the promised assistance to Turkey, and that about 10,000 troops 
Will be sent, bringing up the total force of the Egyptian contingent there to about 
18,000 men, which will be commanded by Prince Hassan. 

‘Three Turkish men-of-ar are expetted here shortly to convoy them. 

have, &e, 
(Signed) C. VIVIAN. 


# Non. 40 and 41 
{s27] Hq 
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No. 51. 
Mr. Vivian fo the Earl of Derby—{Receiced May 21.) 


(No. 197. Political.) 
My Lord, Cairo, May 12, 1877. 

WITH reference to my telegram of yesterday, the Khedive informs me that in a) 
despatch he received last night from the Grand Vizier, the Porte objects to allow Russian 
merchant vessels to pass through the Suez Canal, and insists upon their being made liable: 
in the Canal, as well as in all Egyptian ports, to the measures ordered to be applied to 
them in the other ports of the Empire. 

The Porte at the sume time signitics its rendiness, in case of necessity, to despatch 
naval foree to the Red Sea to protect its shores against any possible attack from Russian 
men-of-war. 

‘The Khedlive, who maintains his views as to the proper meaning of the neutrality of! 
the Canal, will propose to his Council of Ministers to reivind the Porte of Article 14 of 
the “Acte de Concession granted to Suid Pasha ; and to say that, ax he has no means of 
dofending the entrance of the Canal except by torpedoes, the dangers of which are obvious, 
if the Porte insists upon excluding Russian merchant vessels from the Canal, it must send 
‘4 naval force to enforce its decision, 

Meanwhile the Khedive will not provent the pnssage of Russian merchantmen, should 
any present themselves, through the Canal, and His Highness suggests that if his’ view i« 
approved by Her Majesty's Government, they might support it at Constantinople, 

No official notification of the regulations will be made until this question tx settled. 

T might add that as a matter of fact very few Russian merchantmen make use of the 


1. 
Thave, Se. 
(Signed) ©, VIVIAN. 


No. 52. 
Mr. Vivian to the Eart of Derby.—(Received May 21.) 


(No. 128, Political.) 
My Lord, Cairo, May 12, 1877. 

WITH reference to. my despatch, Political, No. 127 of to-day's date, regarding the 
divergence of opinion between the Porte and the Khedive upon the question of permitting 
Russian merebantmen to pass through the Suez Canal, I have the honour to inclase, for 
your Lordship's information, a copy of the telegraphic despatch that His Highness has 
received from the Grand Vizior upon this subject, 

It appears to me that the view taken by the Khedive, that Russian merehantmen 
should bo allowed to go through subject to certain conditions, is the correct one, and 
that no other restriction should be placed upon the froe passage through a great neutral 
highway like the Suez Canal than what is necessary to prevent its being used for 
balligersat. per and this yecms to me to be sufficiently guarded against by a 
reservation of the right of search for contraband of war. 

Article 14 of the “ Acte do Concession" of the Sth of January, 1856, which was 
ratified by the Porte, seems to mo clearly in favour of the Khedive’s views 
His Highness cannot refuse to obey the orders of the Porte, of insist that his interpre- 
tation of the meaning of the “neutrality” of the Canal should override that of his 
Suzernio, all he ean properly do is to submit his views to the Porte and warn them that 
if they insist upon their decision being carried out they must send a naval force to enforce 
‘an order to which Egypt has no sufficient meuns of compelling obedience. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signea) ©. VIVIA} 
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Tnclosure in No, 52, 
The Grand Visier to His Highness the Khedive. 


\Télégraphique.) Constantinople, le 11 Mai, 1877. 
RECU le télégramme de votre Altesse en date du 6 Mai. La Déclaration de Paria a 
maintenu le droit de prise. L’on se bornait & soumettre & la visite des navires de commerce 
Busses traversant le Canal; on abolirait A leur égard le droit de prise, et on leur 
assurerait Je traitement des navires appartenant aux Puissances noo-belligérantes, En 
présence de lintensité des mesures que le Gouvernement Russe a adopté contre notre 
Marine marchande, une pareille concession de notre part n'aurait pas sa raison d’étre; il 
niest A présumer non plus que les navires de guerre Russes, s'il s'en trouvait, dans Ia Mer 
Rouge puisseat etre teau en respect autrement que par des forces maritimes que nous 
expédierons de ce cbté aussitdt que votre Altesse voudra bien nous signaler Ia présence de 
Tennemi dans ces pariges. Aussi, tout en appréciant les considérations exposées par votre 
Alltesse, je ne sauruis m'empécher de la prier de donner ses onlres pour que les navires 


Rasses soient soumis dans les ports Egyptiens de la Méditerranée et de la Mer Rouze, 
aussi bien que dans Je Canal, aux mesures qui ont été dgja ndoptées & leur égard dans les 
ports et détroits de I'Empire. 


Votee Altesse a déji été informée que le Gouvernement Impérial a consenti h ee que 
les sujets Russes soient placées sous Ia protection des autorités Consulaires Allomandes. 
Cette concession toute exceptionnelle nous autarise encore plus 4 ne pus nous rolacher do 
Ii rigueur de nos droits en ce qui concerne les Consuls de Russie of les navires de commerce 
appartenant & cette Puissance. 


i a ee 


No, 58. 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby —(Received May 21.) 


(No. 134, 
My Lord, Cairo, May 13, 1877. 

CHERIF PASHA has this moment informed me of the decision taken lst night by 
the Council of Ministers, presided over hy the Khedive, with respect to tho proposed 
regulations for the Suez Canal. 

Iti in the sense of the telegram I sent your Lordship yesterday, founded upon the 
information given to me by the Khedive. 

‘The Council decided to apply the decision of the Porte respecting the treatment of 
Heutral and enemies’ ships in all the porta of the Empire to the Suez Canal, 

., he right of visit and search for contruband of war, und the whole police of the Canal, 
Will be exercised by the Egyptian Government, under the superintendence of naval officers 
Sppointed specially for this pu ind Moustapha Pasha Governor of Cairo, an able 
wan, sill be named Governor of the Canal, 

ith respect to the measures necessary to prevent the passage of Russian men-of-war 
asd Russian merchantmen, upon which the Porte have insisted, the Eeyptinn Government 
have notified to the Imperial Government that, if they maintain this deelsion, they most 
send @ sufficient naval force to guard both ends of the Canal, and to enforee their orders, 
as Egypt has no means of doing 40, 
At the sime time, to cover the responsibility of Beypt, th 
been drawn to the Lith Article of the “ Acte de Concestio 
heutrality of the Canal. 


Political.) 


attention of the Porte hus 
of 1866, treating of the 


Thave, &e, 
(Signed) C. VIVIAN, 


ee ee ee 
No. 54. 


ri Lord Lyons to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 22,) 
(No. 417.) 
My Lord, Paris, May 21, 187’ 

I RECITED this morning to M. de Lesseps, the contents of your Lordshi 
despatch No, 290 of the 16th instant, containing the answer of Her Majesty’s Government 
con Subject of his proposal for the neutralization of the Suez Canal by an International 

vention. . 
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M. de Lesseps expressed great satisfaction with the steps taken by Her Majesty's 
Government. He said that the communications made by Her Majesty's Government to 
the Russian Government, to the Porte, and to the Khedive, afforded a much more effectual 
security to the Canal than could have been obtained by the arrangement he had proposed. 
and that the course taken by Her Majesty's Government appeared to him to be in al 
respects preferable to that which he had suggested. 

He begged me to convey his hearty thanks to your Lordship. 

I mentioned to him that Thad made the Duc Decazes acquainted with the contents of 
your Lordship's despatch. 

I have, &e, 
(Signed) LYONS. 


No. 55. 
Mr. Law to Lord Tenterden.—(Received May 22.) 


My Lord, Treasury Chambers, May 21, 1877. 

I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury Sir J 
Pauncefote’s letter of the 18th instant and its accompanying inclowufes from the British 
Directors of the Sucx Canal Company with regard to the representation of Her Majesty's 
Government at the forthcoming General Meeting of the Company held in Paris on the 
6th proximo in virtuo of the shares which they hold ; and I am to request you will inform 
tho Karl of Derby that my Lords concur in the suggestion contained in your letter that 
the correspondence incloved therein sbould he referred to Mr. B. Reilly for his opinion, 

have, &e. 
(Signed) WILLIAM LAW. 


No, 56. 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 23,) 


(Telegraphic.) Cairo, May 2: 

WITH reference to my telegrams of the 13th and —_fastant, Porte has rep 
the Viceroy that the right, on which it insists, to capture Russian mercbantmen or a 
ofswar presenting themselves at Port Said or Sucz for passage through the Suez Canal 
need not conflict with the rigbt of neutrals, 

Porte leaves to Egypt capture of merchantmen, bat offers protection against Russian 
mon-of-war. 

Porte interprets Article 14 of the Concession not as neutralizing the Canal, bat as 
granting equal right of passage to al] merchantmen, subject always to the right of the 
Sovereign to capture enemies vessels as in the other ports of the Empire. 


No. 57. 
Lord Tenterden to Mr. Reilly. 


Sir, Foreign Office, Mey 23, 1877. 

TAM directed by the Earl of Derby to transmit to you two despatches from the 
British Suez Canal Directors with regard to the representation of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment at the fortheoming General Mecting of the Company in virtue of the shares which 
hey bold, and Tam tor request you to teport to Lord Derby your opinion as to the 
course that should be pursued in the matter. 

Lhave, &o, 
(Signed) TENTERDEN. 
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No. 58. 


Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby —(Received May 24.) 


(No. 136. Political.) 
‘My Lord, Cairo, May 14, 1877. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 184 of yesterday, [ have the honour to inclose 
acopy of the despatch addressed yesterday by the Khedive to the Grand Vizier, from 
which it appears that the idea of guarding the Suez Canal by torpedoes is abandoned by 
the Ezyptian Government, and that its defence is to be entrusted to the Turkish navy in 
case the Porte still maintains its n to exclude all Russian vessels from the Canal 
after the gravity of this decision is pointed out to it. zs 

ave, Ke, 


(Signed) '. VIVIAN, 


Inclosure in No. 58. 
His Highness the Khedive to the Grand Vizier. 


Son Altesse le Grand Vézir, 
J'AT eu Vhonnear de’ recevoir Ia déptohe de votre Altesse en date du 10 de ce 
au sujet du Canal de Suez, on réponse A ma communication du 6 du méme mois. 
cision prise par Je Gouvernement Impérial devant dtre rigourousement exéoutée, 
il a &é reconnu en Conseil des Ministres, que j'ai spécialement convoqué A cet eff 
Ja fermeture du Canal aux bitiments de guerre et de commerce Russes par des torpilles, 
comme nous le pensions auparavant, comme I'anique moyen dont nous puissions disposer, 
nite des inconvénients trés-graves pour le mouvement commercial des navires neutres. 
in debors des inquiétudes que les torpilles inspirent A la navigntion, et en paralysant le 
Mouvement général, des accidents difficiles A prévoir peuvent arretor le passage A travers le 
‘anal, Ces engins de destruction en éclatant sous un navire ennemi ou sous un navire 
‘mi par accident, pourraient fermer le Canal pour un laps de temps assez considérable et 
fre sour séricuservent le commerce des neutres. Dallurs la pose dee torpilles pour 
‘empecher le passage & ennemi et leur enlavement pour permettre le parvnge aux noutres 
produiraient des retards. prgudicinbles au commerce des nations. Considérunt ces incon- 
¥énients inévitables, le Conseil a pensé que la fermeture du Canal par des navires de 
guerre de la marine Impériale, tel que T'indique la dépéche de votre Altesse, présente In 
solution la plus rationnelle et rempilt toutes les conditions de s6curté et de garantie voulue, 
Pa nombre des batiments & envoyer dans le but sus indiquée sera déterminée par l'Amirnuté 
Impériale. 

Quant aux mesures de police, do visites et autres, conformément h ln Convention de 
Paris de 1856, elles seront prises et exéeutées par des officiers qui sont dé nommés par le 
Gouvernement Ezyptien. . AG 

Je dois ajouter la remarque qui ma été faite par le Conseil, et sur laquelle je crois de 
mon devoir dappeler Tattention de votre Altesse, Article T4 de la Concession 1850 
AM. de Lesseps, ratifige par le Gouvernement Impérial, contient ce qui sui 

“Art, 14. Nous déclarons solennellement pour nous et nos successours, sous Ia 
réserve de la ratification de Sa Majesté Impériale le Sultan, le Grand Canal Maritime de 
Suez & Pétuse et les ports en dépendants, ouverts a jumais, comme, passage neutre, i tout 
havire de commerce traversant dune mer 4 autre, Sans aucune distinction, exclusion, ni 
préférence de personnes ou de nationalités, moyennant le paiement des droits et I'exécution 
des réglements établis par In Compagnie Universelle Concessionnaire pour Vusage du dit 
Canal et dépendances.” ‘ a 

Votre Altesse appréciera la portée et limportance de cet Article dans les circonstances 
Actuelles, et j/attends ses instructions & oe sujet. 
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No. 59. 
‘Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 24.) 


(Telegraphic.) iro, May 24, 1877, 12°30 Past. 
‘THE: six months’ interest on the Suez Canal shares purchase-money has just been 
paid in fall. 


ee 
No. 60. 
Mr. Reilly to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 25.) 


My Lord, 21, Delakay Street, Westminster, May 24, 1877. 

THAVE received and considered Sir Julian Pauncefote's letter of yesterday, stating 
that he was directed by your Lordship to transmit to me two despatches from the British 
Suez Canal Directors, with regard to the representation of Her Majesty's Government at 
the forthcoming general meeting of the Company,.in virtue of the shares which they hold, 
‘and to request me to report to your Lordship my opinion as to the course which should be 
pursued in tho matter, 

"The question put is, whether Article 48 of the Statutes of the Company (n0 ove can 
represent shareholder at the meeting if he is not himself a member of that meeting) is 
plicable to the prevent ca, that ito the case of Her Majesty's Government being a 
shareholder. 

Tam myself unable to discover any clear reason why this Article should not_be 
regarded as applicable to the present ease. It may, however, be arguable that this Article 
is inapplicable to the prevent case by reason of the distinctive characteristics of the share~ 
holder in question, or of the circumstances in which the shares are held, or of some other 
fuots, or of some considerations drawn from French law or the usage ot French Companies, 
‘The Vice-President of the Company speaks with confidence of being able to adduce con- 
clusive arguments to show (in effect) the inapplicability of the Article to the present 
cue. 

Ifan objection were taken at « meeting, and were sustained, the inconvenience would 
be slight and transitory, as far ax Her Majesty's Government are individually concerned. 
‘The only effect would bo to make it necessary for them to provide twenty-five more shares, 
to qualify for the future their proxy to attend a meeting, independently of his character of 

FOXY. 

E “Bome objection might indeed be raised, in that event, as regards the regularity of the 
proceedings and the validity of the resolutions of the meeting, but Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment are not specially interested in that mattor. 

Farther, it is to be noted that, in another respect, namely, as regards tho modo of 
vorification of the ownership of the shares of Her Majesty's Government, the arrangement 
‘agreed on already deviates from the requirements of the Statutes, 

For these reasons, I think it would be inexpedient for Her Majesty's Government not 
to concur in the course ‘on behalf of the Council of the Company 

T may, however, remind your Lordship that the approval of the Egyptian Govern- 
mont, under Article 71 of the Statutes, would preclude all question ; and { submit that it 
is worthy of consideration whether that approval should. not be obtained, after the whole 
arrangement hus been (as TI assume it will be} communicated to the shareholders at the 
next meeting by the Report of the President, and after that Report has been adopted by 
the shareholders. ‘The approval of the jan Government might be asked 
gziven with some such limitation expressed as this, namely, so fur (if at all) as that approval 
may be deemed to be requisite under the Statutes 

ve, Kee 


(Signed) FRANS. S. REILLY. 
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No. 61. 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 26.) 


(Telegraphic) Cairo, May 26, 1877, 

THE Viceroy, before officially promulgating new regulations for the Suez Canal in 
accordance with the last decision of the Porte, as I reported in my telegram of the 22nd 
instant, asks if Her Majesty's Government have any objections thereto or any modifica- 
tions to propose, and offers to adopt and urge as his own at Constantinople the views of 
Her Majesty's Government before it is too late. I have conveyed to the Viceroy the sense 
of your Lordship's despatch No. 68 of the 16th instant, 


No. 63. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Tenterden.—(Received Moy 28.) 


Sir, Admiralty, May 28, 1877 

WITH reference to my letter dated the 25th January last, I am commanded by my 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to inclose, for the information of the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, copies of two letters which have been received from the 
Principal ‘Transport Officer and Agent for the Government of India in Bgypt, showing the 
Payments which have been made by him to the Suez Maritime Canal Company, in 
Connection with the passage of the steam tenders“ Hasty” and “Prompt from the Ist 
January, 187, to the close of the past scason of Indian troop service, 

2. Tam directed to request that you will invite the attention of Lord Derby to the 
‘fet that effect has not yet been given by the com to the arrangement for the cessa~ 
tion of the illegal charge of 50 c. on the tonnage of Her Majesty's Indian troopships when 
accompanied by one of the tenders, their Lordships’ concurrence in which was communi- 
ated to you in my letter of the 24th January last. 


&e, 
THOS. WOLLEY. 


1 
(Signed) 


Inclosure 1 in No, 63. 
Gaptain Willoughby, R.N., to the Director of Transport Services, Admiralty. 


Sie, . British Transport Office, Alesandria, Aprit 9, 1877. 

1 HAVE the honour to report having paid the Suez Maritime Canal Company the 
sum of 14,480 fr. 95 c., equal to 5721, 18s. 6d,, for escort pilotage, and anchorage dues 
¥p to the Bist ultimo, for Her Majesty's tenders “Hasty” and “Prompt,” as per state~ 
‘ent in detail ansexed, observing that a letter of protest as regards the payment of 
fy es on the tonnage of Her Majesty's Indian troop ships, etc., for escort of Her 

lajesty's tenders “Hasty” and “Prompt” has been handed to the Agent Superior of 
the Suez Maritime Canal Company. 
I have, &¢. 
(Signed) J. B, WILLOUGHBY, 
Principat Transport Officer, and Agent to the 
Government of India in Egypt. 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 63. 


Statement. 
1st7 at 
Janiary 4 —* Prompt” excorting* Serapia™ from Suez to Port Sa 
in Saito pled etaraing fom Port Sid o Bac 
{2 a8Hlay" ltd trom Sue bp Bore Sad to meet Crocodile 
TDi cleoting * Crocodile fom Pere Sid to Bees 
“28 Ditto piloted fom Sues to Part Sad to yoet * Malabar" 
37 —Dint twerting = Malabar” from Port Suid to Soca 
Vevsaury §—Ditte piloted bom Sore to Por Bld to weet = Sumna 
10-—Dito escartng = Jumma fa Port Bud to Soce 
23.—Dit piloted om Suex to Port Sl 
3¢—Dinto avniting ural of 
41h—Dito escorting * erape 
1 —Ditto escrting “ Credle” fom 
Dito plored om Port Sado Ioana and back 
309 0.~Ditio awaiting evival" Ropbrate ais days at Tain 
10-—Dinto scoring * ftom Port Sad to Sore 
14—Dito sorting Malabar from Boe 
16—Ditto plot Ftuming from Py 
28.—Ditetacoting "Juma from Sure to Por 8 


‘Whieb, at the rate of eachange, 77°6 Tarif piastres the 20 fr, 
(Signed) J. B. WILLOUGHBY, Captain, R.N,, 


Principat Tronsport Officer, and Agent to the 
cerument of India in Egypt, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 63. 
Captain Willoughby, RN», to the Director of Transport Services, Admiralty. 


Sir, British Transport Office, Alevandria, May 12, 1877. 
IN continuation of my letter of 9th ultimo, I have the honour to report having! 

paid the Sucz Maritime Canal Company the sum of 8142 fr. 53 ¢., equal to 124. 6x. 8d. 
for escort, pilotage, and anchorage dues, as per statement in detail annexed, which cont 
pletes the pnyments due to the Canal Company for the two tenders, for the trooping| 
reason 1876-77, observing that a letter of protest as regards the payment of 50 centimes| 
on the tonnage of Her Majesty's Indian troop-ships, for escort of Her Majesty's tenders 
“Hasty " and Prompt,” bas been handed to the Agent Superior of the Suez Maritime 
Canal Company, 

T have, &e. 

(Signed) "J, B, WILLOUGHBY, 
Principal Transport Officer, and Agent to the 
Government of India in Boypt. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 63. 


Statement, 


ist, Pre 
March 30.—* Prompt,” piloted, returning frou Poet Said to Saez. 150 
Apr’ 1L-—" Haney escorting "Serape” from Suex to Ture Said <<. 1,816 30 

M37 Prompe “Huparates” sis bi tage. ier SAIL WS 
rom April 13 to Apel 80." Hasty” awalting 17 days at Hort Said, anchorage 


‘duce 4. 22 07 


April 80—* Prompt” awaiting 1 day at Port Said ae op eee) 


SOM Sa ae any on sa ERO 
Wieb, atthe rate of exchange, 77°6 Tariff posts the 20 fix in 124A Ga, 
(Signed) J. B. WILLOUGHBY, Captain, R.N., 
Principal Transport Officer, and Agent to the 
Government of India in Egypt. 





No. 644 
Mr. Bethune fo Lord Tenterden —(Received May 26.) 


Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, Offices, 
My Lord, 122, Leadenhall Street, London, May 25, 1877. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Lister's letter of the 19th 
instant, in further reference to the complaints of overcharges on the part of the Suez 
Canal Company in the ease of steam-vessels belonging to this Company. 

Since writing my letter of 2ad May, some farther particulars on this subject have 
been received from the Company's agents in Egypt, which confirm the opinion expressed 
by the Brith Directors of the Cunal Company that the veuels tre not sotvally 
re-measured in their entirety; but it appears that the Canal Company disallow certain 
deductions from the gross tonnage which were allowed by the Board of Trade in caleu- 
lating the tonnage vpon which the Canal dues were to be charged. 

in thus acting, the Canal Company merely continue the practice against which this 
Company protested 40 long ago as the Lith Joly, 1874, in the case of the “ Pekin,” and its 
Continuance appears to the Direetors to be ether in diret contravention of the promise 
Shieh ME de Leseps made to Colonel Btokes orto deprive that promise of all meaning 
whatever. 

‘The Directors obsorve that Her Majesty's Government propose to put an end to the 
complaints and the uncertainty about the tonnage spaces by coming to an understanding 
with the Canal Company, and they would venture respectfully to urge that, in any 

ment which may be come to, tho views ex by Lond Derby in his despatch to 
Sir He Eliott, of 2nd July, 1874, and’ in the letter from the Board of ‘Trade. dated 
10th August, 1874, should be maintained, and the Canal Company hold to the substantial 
Derfermance of the undortaking given by MM. de to Colonel Stokes, which was not 
merely that vessels should not be re.measured, but that the tonnage shown by the ship's 
papers should be accepted as the basis for the calculation of the dues. 

Thave, &o. 

(Signed) A. M. BETHUN! 





No, 648, 
Mr, Lister to Mr. Bethune. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 29, 1877 
1 AM directed by the Earl of Derby to acknowledge the receipt of your further 
letter of the 25th instant reapecting overcharge on the part of the Suez Canal Company 
in the case of steam-vessels belonging to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 
Company, and 1 atm to inform you, in reply. that the suggestions therein contained shall 
receive his Lordship's attention. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) "TT. V. LISTER. 
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No. 64. 
Mr. Reilly to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 31.) 


My Lord, 21, Delahay Street, Westminster, May 30, 1877. 


IN ty letter of the 24th instant, in answer to Sir Julian Pauncefote's letter of the 
2rd instant, reported to yout Lordship my. apnion sx to the course which should be 
sued with rezard to the representation of 
neal Mecting of the Suez Canal Company. 
In consequence of communications to me on bebalf of the British Directors, I think 
itmay te advantagcous that I should report farther on the subject to your Lordship. 


jer Majesty's Government at the coming 


fam informed that M. Charles de Lesseps, a Vice-President of the Company, con- 
siders that the Statutes of the Company allow of Her Majesty’s Government, as share- 
holder, being represented at a meeting, not by a proxy or mandataire, but by an official 
fervant of the Crown, who is to be regarded, in some sense, as Her Mujesty’s Govern 
‘ent, for the purpose of such representation. ‘This arrangement is a convenient one, aud 

have recommended its adoption, but I am unable to discover any authority for it in the 
Statutes. Article 48, which relates to the matter, especially the third paragraph of 
it, seems to me to contemplate cither personal attendance or iejretstion by proxy or 
andatare, and not otherwise, French law or practice may allow of the arrangement 
hich is to be adopted, but it would not be admissible in the case of an English 


Tam informed farther thet the Vice-President docs not agree with my observation 
that, as regards the mode of verification of the ownership of the shares of fler Majesty's 
Government, the arrangement agreed on deviates from the requirements of the Statutes. 
n this point also I regret that my opinion sil ifers from his. “The first paragraph of 
Article 48 of the Statutes is express that shareholders, in order to have the right 
of being present or ented ata meeting, must prove the deposit of the certificates of 
their shares at the office of the Company (“dans Ia caisse sociale”), ar with a represcatative 
of the Company designated in that bebalf by the Council of Adu i 

ified cities, including London. Now, the certificates of the shares of Her Majesty's 

jovernment have not been, and are not to be, 40 deposited. On the contrary, they are, 
‘ud are to remain, in the possession of Her Majesty's Government. 
It, therefore, still appears to me that in, at least, two respects the arrangement which 
to be adopted for the representation of Her Majesty's Government, as shareholder, 


* though desirable in itself, is not in conformity with the Statates of the Company. 


Then, it is only to say the same thing in other words, to state that this arrangomont 
fleets, in the particular instance, a modification of the Statutes. Consequently, this is 
® case to which Article 71 of the Statutes applies. ‘Tho modification etfected can be 
fade perfectly Ieal by the approbation of the Hsyptian Government ‘being obtained 
thereto under Article 71, and it cannot be made legal otherwise. 

‘The Statutes do not prescribe or indicate any particular form in which a meeting is 
to effect a modification of the Statutes, or any particular form in which the approbation 
‘of the Egyptian Goverment is to be given to such a modification. It follows that such 
4 modification may, as regards form, be validly effected by the following process :—(1,) 

ie statement of an arrangement modifying the Statutes in the Report of the President 
to 4 General Meeting, (2) the adoption of that report by the meeting, and (3) a letter or 
other document emanating from the Egyptian Government setting forth the approbation 
©f the arrangement by that Government. 

1 still think that it would have been better to have the whole arrangement respecting, 
Tepresentation and voting embodied in a separate formal reeolution, constituting, ns it 
‘Were, a new Article of the Statutes (as was done in the case of the arrangement for 
Admission of the three British Directors). Your Lordship will remember that the 
document which I called sketch of resolution was a draft prepared for that purpose. But 
this mode of proceeding was abandoned in deference to objections made in Paris, on 
Srounds of expediency. 

find it is soggested that a modification of the Statutes can only’ be effected by the 
Tesolution of an Extraordinary Meeting. 1 cannot adopt this suggestion. All that is 
Tequired by Article 57 is that the meeting at which a modification of the Statutes is 

(ed shall represent one-tenth of the capital of the Company, and that the resolution 

be carried by two-thirds of the votes of the members present, being fift 
in number, at least. I had considered this before sending my former report, and 
Marumed that if the 176,602 shares of Her Majesty's Government are representod atthe 

(827) 





meeting next month, there will be no difficulty as to compliance with the requirements of 
Article 57. . 
On the whole matter, however much I may being unable to concur if 
M. Charles de Lesseps’ views, I must adhere to my report of the 24th instant, 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) " FRANS. S. REILLY. 


No. 65. 
Mr. Law to Lori Tenterden.—(Received May 31.) 


My Lord, Treasury Chambers, May 30, 1877. 
[ AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to acknowledge 
the receipt of Sir J, Pauncefote’s letter of the 24th instant, forwarding Gas telegrams| 
dated the same day, from Her Britannic Majesty's Consul-General in Egypt relative ti 
the payment ofthe six month” interest on the purchase-money of the Suez Canal shares 
mn, &e, 
(Signed) WILLIAM LAW, 


No. 66. 
‘The Earl of Derby to the Suez Canal Directors, 


No. 20. Commerei 
entlemen, Foreign Office, May 31, 1877. 
I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for such observations as you may bave to off 
thereupon, letter from the Board of Admiralty relative to the dues levied by the Su 
Canal Company on the steam tenders “Prompt” and “Hasty” when secompany 
jesty’s troop-ships through the Canal.* 
Her Majesty's troop-ships throug! eae 
(For the Earl of Derby), 
(Signed) TT, 'V, LISTER, 


No, 67, 
The Bart of Derby to Mr. Vivian. 
(Telegraphic, Foreign Office, May 31, 1877, 215 v.3e. 
Cee reference to your telegram of the 26th, Her Majosty's Government have: 
nothing to add to tho instructions respecting the Suez Canal sent to you on the 16th. 


No. 68, 
The Earl of Derby to Mr. Vivian. 
(No. 74.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 31, 1877. 

I HAVE received your telegram of the 26th instant, in which you state that tbe 
Viceroy is desirous, before promolgating officially the proposed new regulations prohibiting. 
the passage through the Suez Canal of Russian merchantmen and men-of-war, to ascer- 
tain the views of Her Majesty's Government, and whether they have any objections to, of 
wish to propose any modifications, in these regulations ; and in reply I have to inform you. 
that Her Majesty’s Government have nothing to add to the instructions respecting the 
Soca Canal eich were addresed 49 you in soy deapatch No. 68 of the I6uh rasta tl 
which despatch I have accordingly to refer you. as 


(Signed) “DERBY. 
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No. 69. 
Lord Tenterden to Mr. Law. 


Sir, Foreign Office, Moy 31, 1877. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 21st instant, I am directed by the Earl of 
to transmit to you, to be laid before the Lords of the Treasury, a copy of a report 

from Mr. Reilly in regard to the representation of Her Majesty's Government at the next 

General Meeting of the Suez Canal Company in virtue of the shares held by them.* 

Ie will be seen that Mr. Reilly concurs in the course proposed by the Directors in 
their letters of the 15th and 16th instant, and I am to state that Lord Derby proposes, 
‘with their Lordships’ concurrence, to instruct Mr. F. O. Adams, Her Majesty's Secretary 
of Embassy at Paris, to act as the Representative of Her Majesty's Government at the 
forthcoming meeting” 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) "TENTERDEN, 


No, 70. 


Mr, Layard to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June \,) 
(No. 472.) . fo 
M, Therap, May Vi, 1877. 
IN reply to your Lordship’s telegram of the 4th instant I have the honour to 
inform you that the Porte states that on principle it is bound to apply to Russian vessels 
Passing through the Suez Canal the same measures as are applied to them in other parts 
of the Turkish Empire, 
‘The draft of a communication to this effect to the Viceroy is now in course of 
Preparation. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 


—$——— EEE 
No. 71. 
Mr. Rivers Wilson to Mr. Lister-—(Received June 1.) 


May 29, 1877. 

MR. RIVERS WILSON presents his compliments to Mr. Lister, and, with reference 
to the correspondence that has taken place respecting the attendance of a special Repre= 
Westative of Her Majesty's Government at the General Mecting of the Suez Canal 
Company on the 6th proximo, begs leave to state that as it ia necessary that the certificate 
Tequired under the agreement concluded with the Company as to the continued possession 
of all the 176,602 shares by Her Majesty's Government should be deposited with the 
Company not later than the 31st instant, he has, to avoid delay, been in communication 
With the Permanent Secretary to the Treasury respecting the preparation of the 
‘certifieate, 
Mr. Rivers Wilson begs leave to inclose copy of the certificate, which has been 
signed by Mr. Lingeo, and which is drawn in a form suggested by Mr. Reilly. 

Mr: Wilson bas forwarded the origival document to Mr. Standen in order that he 
‘may lodge it with the Company. 


Inclosure in No. 71. 


Certificate. 


THE Undersigned, being the Permanent Secretary of Her Majesty's Treasury, 
hereby certifies that all the 176,602 shares in the capital of the Universal Company of the 
Maritime Canal of Suez acquired by Her Majesty's Government from the Goverment 


of Egypt (whether xp off or not) have continued and continue to be the property or in 


the possession of 
May 28, 1877. 


‘Majesty's Government. 


(Signed) R. R. W, LINGEN, 
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No. 72. 
‘Mr. Lingen to Lord Tenterden—(Received June \. 


My Lord, Treasury Chambers, May 31, 1877. 

1 AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to transmit 
to you herewith, for your information, copy of a letter which has been received from 
Mr, Rivers Wilson dated the 29th instant, and also copy of the certificate (therein referred 
to) which has been signed by the Permaent. Secretary to this osrd in order to eaable 
the Special Representative of Her Majesty's Government to attend the General Meeting ot 
the Suez Canal Company to be held in Paris on the 6th Po 

(Signed) sR. R. W. LINGEN. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 72. 
Mr. Rivers Wilson to Mr. Lingen. 


Sir, National Debt Offer, May 29,1877. 
REFERRING to the personal communication which, to prevent delay, 1 have 
with you respecting the certificate required to be delivered tr the Secretary to the 
Treasury for enabling the Special Representative of Her Majesty's Government to attend 
the General Meeting of the Suez Canal Company on the 6th proximo, and which must 
be deposited with the Company not later than the 3lat instant, I have the honour to 


suggest that it is desirable for the purpose of official record that a copy of the certificate 
jn question should be communicated by the Treasury to the Secretary of State for Foreign 
A rw fewerdel te original document to-day to Mr. Standen in Paris. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ' C. RIVERS WILSON. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 72. 
Certificate. 
[See Inclosure in No. 71] 


No. 73, 
Lord Lyons (0 the Earl of Derby—(Recrived June 1.) 


ae Commercial.) Pain Ma 91 187. 
VITH reference to your Lordship's Commercial despatches No. 9 24th ultimo 
and Ne 1o8 of Ihe th lowact, and tomy Commercial despatches No. 176 of tha, 37th 
‘ltimo nnd No, 192 of the 9th instant, I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a 
copy of note which I received last night from the Duc Decazes. It contains the reply 
of'che French Government to the observations made by Her Majesty's Government on 
the abjections raised in the Duke's previous note of March 10 to the English proposals 
respecting the arrangements to be made with the Suez Canal Company on the subject of 
iticates. ae 
te tare T roach Government appests to adhere fa the main to its objections: and reget 
is expressed in the note that any connection should be established between the question 
of the spaces to be included in the net tonnage and that of the concessions to be made 
to the Company with regard to verification and measurements. se 


(Signed) LYONS. 
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Inclosure in No. 73. 


‘The Duc Decazes to Lord Lyons. 
M. l'Ambassadeur, Paris, le 30 Mai, \ 

VOTRE Excellence « bien voula porter d ma connaissance, par sa lettre du 27 du 
mois dernier, le résultat de Vexamen auquel ont donné lieu, ji Londres, les observations de 
détail que jfavais eu Chonneur de Iui présenter Je 10 Mars précédent, au sujet des déduc- 
tions effectuer pour Valuation du tonnage net des navies transtant a travers le Canal 

ez. 

Le Gouvernement Britannique fait remarquer en premier lieu, que le médecin ot 
Vagent comptable ont, & bord, le rang oficier et que, dés lors, espace oceupé par leurs 
cibines doit étre déduit, de plein droit, du tonnage brot des bittiments. Je m’empresse 
do reconnaitre, M. 'Ambassadcur, qu'il n'en peut tre autrement, lorsque le médecin ot 
Vagent comptable font régulidrement partie du corps des officiers : mais le cas contraire 
%© présente aussi; et, dans tous les cas, il conviendrait, A mon avis, de vérifier usage 
suivi chez les différentes nitions maritimes, avant de rélamer de Ia Compagnie de 
Suez I'spplication invariable d'une régle qui comporte peut-ltre de nombrouses 
exceptions. 

Pour Ja chambre des cartes, je reconnais aussi quion ne snuruit Mexclure des dédue- 

is A etfectuer par Jo seul motif qu'elle scrvirait momontanément do logement au 
Sapitaine, Mais il ne faudrait pas que cette tolérance permit d'éluder Vapplication des 
Régles adoptées et que Yemplacement destiné aux cartes eGt des dimensions telles qu'on 
Pit cooceroir des douten evr son affectation epécial. 

Quant aux salles-demanger ct aux salles de bains, je no puis que m'en rférer, 
M. Ambassadeur, aux observations que j'ai déjh eu Mhonneur de soumetire A votre 
Excellence au sujet du droit de In Compagnie de tenir compte de cos emplacements dans 
Vévaluation du tonnage net des navires. D'spris les principes généraux admis par ta 

mmission de Constantinople, lo tonnage brut comprend, atiedessus comme nucdessous 
44 pont supéricur, tous les espaces qui peuvent dtro utilisés, soit pour Varrimage dex 
marchandises, soit pour le Jogement ou In commodité des passagers ot du personnel du bord, 
#4, d'un autre cbté, Je tonnage net comprend cos mimes espices A exception d’un trés- 
Petit nombre d'entre cux que In Commission a désignés avec les détails les plus minuticux, on 
Pourrait dire les plus infimes: aussi persiste-jo A penser que tous les emplacements atilisables 
our le logement ou In commodité du personnel du bord, qui no fgurent pas dans cette 
Soumération, ont été intentionnellement omix, Il me’ semblerait difficile, notamment, 
aadmettre que Ia Commission de Constantinople ait, en raison des moderne améliorations 
pportées aux conditions de la navigation dans les climate chauds, considérés lex sallossl- 
anger et les xalles do bains des officers comme des accessoires do leurs cabines ; elle 
Nest attachée, au contenire, A restreindre dans les plux étroites limites los déductions 

no pourmit jamais dépasser 5 pour cent da tonnage brut des bitimonts. 

Dans Ia demive partic de en déptche, votre Exellence fal connaltre que sits 
ore snie peraistait  interpréter les conclusions de In Commission dans un sens contraire 
‘tr Jéductious sus-mentlonnées, le Gouvernement. Britannique acrat peu disponé & main 

es propositions relatives &’certaines fucilités de vérification qu'il avait jugé convenable 
e lui reconnaitre ou de tui procurer. Jo regretterais Ia connexité qui sorwit établie do In 
forte entre deux questions tellement difffrentes dans la premire, V'intérit do Ia marine 
Zuropéenne et celui de Ia Compagnie de Suex se trouyent en opposition, sans que, 

‘illeurs, la solution A intervenir ait, pour Vane ni pour Tautre, une grande importance ; 
dans Ia seconde question, au contraire, cos deux intéréts sont. d'accord, puisque toute 
Riesure ayant pour Vobjet d'assurer Texactitude des énonciations des papiors de bord 
Wlatives au tonnage net tend A privenir des retards et des réclamations que les bitiments 
0 transit doivent tenir, plus encore que la Compagnie, & éviter. J'ajouterni que In marine 
Anglaise est, aussi bien que Ia marine Francaise, fondée A désirer I'adoption de semblablea 
Mesures: ily a en effet un intérét de moralité comme de loyale concurrence A ce que la 
Com) ne soit pas hors d'état de relever les attenuations de tonnage résultant des 
Procédés qui seraient employés par des marines moins scrupulouses, 

Agréer, Se, 
(Signé) DECAZES. 
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No. 74. 
Mr, W. H. Smith, M.P., to Lord: Tenterden—(Received June 1.) 


My Lord, Treasury Chambers, June 1, 1877. 

IN reply fo your letter of the Slt ultimo Tam directed by the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty's Treasury to signify to you their Lordships’ concurrence in the proposal 
Of the Secretary of State that Mr. Adams, Her Majesty's Secretary of Embassy at Paris, 
Should be instructed to act as the Representative of Her Majesty's Government at the 
forthcoming General Meeting of the Suez Canal Company to be held in Paris on the 


6th instant. 
Tam, &. 


(Signed) W. H. SMITH. 


P.S.—I am to nda that my Lords presume that the Memorandam from Mr. Reilly 
‘inelosed in the letter) under reply will be forwarded to Paris for the information of the 
itish Directors. 
W. HLS. 


2 SS Se 
No. 75. 


Mr, Vieian to the Earl of Derby —(Received June 2.) 


(No. 140 Political) 
My Lord, Cairo, May 22, 187. 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 134 and 136, Political, of the 13th and 
L4th instant, T have the honor to inform your Lordship that the Khiedive received 
tovday a telegraphic reply from the Grand Viziet to tho effect that the right (on which the 
Porte insists) to capture Rossian merchantmon of men-of-war which may prosent: them- 
volves in Egyptian waters for © through the Suez Canal is in no way iscompatible 
wwith the oleat right of neutrals to the free and unrestricted use of the Canal. 

‘The Porte leaves Egypt to deal with any Rassian merchantinen that may prevent 
themselves, but offers its protection ogninst Russian tmec-of-war if tho Khedive sees any 
necessity for invoking it. 

The Porte interprets the Lith Article of the Act of Concession, to whieh the 
Khedive bad appealed in support of hix views, not as neutralizing the Canal, but ns 
catablishing an equal and absolute right of passage in favour of all merchant-vessols 
Subject always to the maintenance of the inberent right of the Tmperial authorities os 
tapture eneuies’ vessels presenting themselves in the waters of either ond of the Canal, to 
‘well as in the other ports and waters of Egypt. 

Linclose « copy of the Grand Vizier’s despateh. 


Lhave, &. 
(Signed). VIVIAN. 


————— 


Inclosure in No. 75, 


‘The Grand Visier to His Highness the Khedive, 


Constantinople, le 21 Mai, 1877. 

SAT ou Vhonneur de reoovoir le télégramme responsif' de votre Altesse en date du 
14 do co mois concornant le Cunal de Suez. 

Le Gouvernement Impérial apprécie les considérations que votre Altesse = fait 
vvaloie au sujet de la navigation du Canal, et désire également et avant tout éviter toute 
nerure qui setait de nature & paralyser ou entraver le mouvement général du commerce 
maritime. Mais le dtoit de prise qu'il sagit d'exercer sur les navires, Russes de guerre oa 
de commerce se coneilie avec In nécessité de prévenir les inconvénients signalés. En 
cffet loin de recouvrir Ia fermeture du Canal, qui doit demeurer libre comme par le passé, 
iV aufft que les autorités qui se trouvent aux deux entrées da Canal repoivent les ordres 
cessaites pour que le but soit complatement atteint puisque tout navire ennemi qui 
rera signalé pourra Gtre capturé conformément au droit de guerre sans que le commerce 
Maritime neutre soit @aucune manigre entravé. Pout ce qui est des navires de guerre 
Ruwes qui pourraient ac montrer dans Ia Mer Rouge et ailleurs, le Gouvernement 
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Impérial s'empressera, dés que votre Altesse en signalers In nécessit 
té, cr 
srmics sefisants pour lea opposer Leaner ot Sour donne le ee ee 
_ Avant de clore mon télégramme, je me fais un devoir dexposer & votre Altes: 
it de vue auquel le Gouvernement Impérial envisage TANide XIV de ln Convention 
‘1856 révisée et complétée par celle de 1866. Cet Article méme, si T'on voulsit en 
avisger le text tel quel est considéné dans sa lettre come dans son esprit, excut toute 
idee de nevtraiser le Canal; ilsfauait pour but que déablr le droit de passage gal et 
Sheoln pour tous ls navies do marcbandises; au surplus et en toute hypothe Ie marine 
Jes antortés Impstales garderaent toujours inet Jo droit de capture Tee navites 
se raient dans jeux em “ ct i 
= oe i ie eee des dea: embouchures du Canal et aust ben 
Je me fie aux sentiments éclairés de votre Altesse, qui voudra bie ci 
considérations pour assurer la prompte exécution des mesures régulitres eae 


No. 76. 
Mr, Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 2.) 


(Tet hic.) 
sraphhic. i; Cairo, Moy 24, 1877, 12°90 vat. 
wet months’ interest on the Suez Canal Shares purchase-money has just been 


No. 77. 


Mr, Vivian to the Earl of Derby—(Received June 2) 


s. pias. Political.) 

y Lord, Cairo, May 24, 18% 

1! HAVE the stisaction to report tat the Beyptian Governae ty feeain| toes tn 
fends ofthe Cosuinones of the Chie de i Dette Pubiqu” for trnaminin t 
Eland Uh sum of 9,414L 11s, beng te fall amount ofthe Steet fling du onthe 

‘of Jane next, upon the prurchase-money of the Suez Canal Shares, 
_ Lhave, Be. 5 
(Signed) G,"VIVIAN. 


No. 78. 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby —(Received June 2.) 


(Telograpbic.) 

) e rs Cairo, May 26, 1877, 8 aa. 

"THE Viceroy, before officially promulgating new Regulations for the Suez Cava, in 

Accordance with the last decision of the Porte, ns reported in my telegram of the 29nd 

instar ies a aiiensis onus have any objections thereto, or a7 modifica 
> and offers to ado} his nstanti i 

Be titers Gramat uewkiutohic ee 


vaxy Be, coBvered to the Viceroy the wense of your Lordship’s despatch No, 68 of the 


No. 79. 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 2.) 


(Xo, 147. Political.) 
x Fa cyan with Urol cane Wrtienye tons 
Eps fe 10 ian, conveyed to the Kite is race dataon ot he 
esty’s Government not to allow any interf “anal or its approae! 
ES with the Suel Canal'or its approaches 
‘The Khédive afterwards seat Chérif Pasha to me to say that before he officially 
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promulgated the last regulations prescribed by the Porte affecting enemies’ vesseli 
presenting themselves for passage through the Suez Canal, as reported in my despatd 
No. 140 of the 22nd instant, he desired to know if Her Majesty's Government objected 
them, or desired to propose any modifications; and His Highness offered, before notifying the 
regulations, to adopt and to urge upon the Porte as his own the views of Her Majest 
Government if he were made aware of them. 

Thave, &e. 


(Signed) ” C. VIVIAN. 


No. 80. 
Mr. Vivian to the Barl of Derby.—(Received June 2.) 


(No. 151 
My Lord, 


Political.) 
Cairo, May 26, 1877. 

THE Khedive having informed me that he had received from M. de Lesseps the! 
Memorandum and draft International Agreement as to the passage of ships of war through 

Suez. Canal, copies of which were inclosed in your Lordship’s despatch No. 68 of 
16th instant, and asked me what view Her Majesty's Government took of M. de Lessep 
proposal, I took the opportunity to inform His Highness that Her Majesty's Government 
after careful consideration of the projeot, had determined that they could not undertake 
recommend it for the acceptance of the Porte and the Powers. 

But that Hor Majesty's Goverament, being deeply sensible of the importance 
Great Britain and other neutral Powets of preventing the Canal being injured or blocke 
up by either of the belligerents in the present war, ad intimated to the Russian Govert 


nent that an atternpt to blockade of otherwise interfere with the Canal or its approaches] 
would be regarded by Her Majesty's Government as a menace to India, and ax n grave 
injury to the commer of the work, and that, on both these grounds, any much ste 

w 


hich Her Majesty's Government hoped, and fully believed, there was no intention on th 
wt of cither belligerent to take—would be incompatible with the maintenance by Hi 
ajesty's Government of an attitude of passive noutrality. 

T added that Hor Majesty's Government desired that the Porte and the Khedi 
should be made acquainted with the intimation thus conveyed to the Russian Goverument 
sand that T was instructed to state that Her Majeaty’s Government expected that the Port 
and the Khedive would on their sido nbstain from impeding the navigation of the Canal, 
adopting any measures likely to injure the Cunal oF its approaches, and that Her Majesty’ 
Government were firmly determined not to permit the Canal to be made the scene of anf] 
combat or other warlike operations. 

‘Tho Khedive said that I must be perfectly aware that he desired nothing better thas 
to conform to the views and wishes of Her Majesty's Government with respect to th 
Canal, but he pointed out that the insistance by the Porte upon the right of captaro o 
Russian merchant vessols presenting themselves for passage through the Canal, and 
searching neutral vessels for contraband of war, might possibly conflict with the views 0 
Hor Majesty's Government; in any ease, before promulgating regulations for the Canale 
in conformity with that decision of the Porte, he preferred to wait until Her Majesty'é 
Govornment had timo to raise any objections to, of to suggest any modifications in that} 
decision s und he professed his readiness to adopt and urge as his own any views or wished 
upon this subject that Her Majesty's Gorernment might thik proper to convey to hin 


have, &e, 
(Signed) C. VIVIAN. 


No. 81, 
Lord Tenterden (0 the Suex Canal Directors, 
(No. 11.) 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, June 2, 1877. 

WITIL reference to your letters of the 15th and 16th ultimo, suggesting that ie 
Majeaty’s Governmeat should be represented at the approachiag General Meeting of th 
Suez Canal Company, I am directed by the Earl of Derby to state to you that, after cou 
munication with the Lords of the Treasury, he bas decided to appoint Mr. Adams, First 
Secretary to Her Majesty's Embassy at Paris, to act as the Represcatative of Hef 
Majesty's Government on the occasion in question. 
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The certificate required under the Agreement come to with the Company as to the 
Possession of the 176,602 shares by Her Majesty's Government having been deposited with 
the Company, it will only be necessary that you should notify Mr. Adams’ appointment 
to the Company, and should obtain for him the necessary card of admission to the 

i 
Mr. Adams bas been instructed to confer with you in regard to any matters that may 
Come under discussion at the meeting; and, in the event of any formal vote being taken, 
to act in concurrence with you. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "TENTERDEN. 


No, 82. 
‘The Earl of Derby to Mr. Adams, 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 2, 1877. 

WITH reference to my other letter of this dat, I have to Sater You that it will be 

ible that you should confer with the British Suez Canal Directors in regard to any 
matters that may come under discussion at the meeting of the Company, and, in the event 
Of ny formal vote being taken, you will actin coneurrenee with therm, 
Mr. Standen, the Resident ‘Director, will obtain and forward to you a card of admis- 
Sion to the meeting. 

Tam, &o, 
(Signed) DERBY, 


2 a 2 ee 


No, 83, 
The Earl of Derby to Mr. Adams, 


Sir, : 
; Foreign Office, June 2, 1877. 
HER Majesty's Goverment hve decided that itis decrable thet they should bo 
‘ieresented at the General Meeting of the Suez Canal Company, to be held in Paris on 
6th instant, in respoct of the shares held by them in the undertaking, and they havo 
you to act as their Representative. 
dein, ive secordingly to instruct you to attend the mooting, and to take such pat in the 
tions and, if necessary, in the voting as the ciroumstances of tho meeting may 
require, 
Lam, &e. 
igned) DERBY. 


: ee eee eae 


No st, 


fo) Lord Tenterden to the Suez Conal Directors. 

ntlemen, Foreign O; 

to WITH reference to my other lettor of this day, 1 am icooted Cee Bed ot Bisby 
transmit, for your information and for such observations as you may have to offer upon 

them, copies of two reports from Mr. Reilly* on the subject of the appointinent of a Repre- 

{Etat to attend on bebalf of Her Majesty's Government at the approaching meeting 

the Suez Canal Company: and I am to state that, as the questions raised in these reports 

wer to require mate macianiond = no inconvenience is likely to arise at nt 
regard to them, it has not been thought necessary to ‘ 

foutructions to Mr. Adams. De ee oes 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) TENTERDEN, 
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No. 85. 


Lord Lyons to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 2.) 
(No. 454.) 
My Lord, Parity June 2, 1877. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copies of a letter which 1 have 
just received from M. de Lesseps, aud of an extract, which wns inclosed in it, from the 
report which he purposes to make to the general assembly of the shareholders om 
Wednesday next, the 6th instant. 

Your Lordship will perceive that M, de Lesseps intends to state publicly, ia some 
what strong and positive terms, the substance of the communication on the subject of the 
Canal which I made to him in pursuance of the instructions contained in your Lordship's 
despatch No. 290 of the 16th instant. 

Your Lordship will see also that he iatends to announce that in making this com 
ssonication to him I stated that Her Majesty’s Goverament congratulated themselves ou 
haviog been in accord with the French Government in the matter. ‘The actual state of 
the case would be more correctly expressed by saying that I had told him that Her 
Majesty's Government would be happy to find that thes were in ycoond with the Fronch 
Government. ‘The other phrase might be held to imply that Her Majesty's Government: 
had consulted the Fronch Goveroment before their communications to the Russian, 
‘Turkish, and Egyptian Governments, 

1 beg sour Lortaip to data’ the Kano ttc’ we by telegraph whether you 
would wish this or any other alteration to be made by M. de Lessops, Tle would’ be: 
willing to modify the report if nade aware of the wishes of Her Majesty's Gaverne 
tment soon enough; but there eno time to be lost, us the report has, Tthink, to be printed 
before it is read to the Assembly. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) LYONS, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 85. 
M. de Lesseps to Lord Lyons. 


Mon cher Ambassadeur, 
J'AL cru convenable de vous communiquer In’ partie finale 
‘tro Iu i Vassemblée générale de Suez le 6 Juin, 
Dans le eas oft cette partie finale, dans laquelle yous étes nommé, donneruit lieu & des 
objections de votee part ou de celle de votre Gouvernement je m'empressorai d'y avoit 
‘égurd et de modifier ma rédaction s'il y a lieu. 


Paris, 9, Rue Riskepaaes te 2 Juin, 1877. 


mon rapport qui doit 


Tout & vous, 
(Signé) F. DE LESSEPS, 


Tnolosure 2 in No, 85. 


Extract from Report to be presented to the General Axsembly of Suez Canal Shareholders 
on the Gth June, 1877. 


DANS le courant du mois dernier, plusieurs actiounsires nous ont manifesté dos 
inquiétudes au sujet de dangers que pourrait courir la liberté de navigation du Canal aa 
milieu des événements do guerre dont Orient est le théitre. Nous nous sommes alors 
empressé, aprés nous étre mis d'accord avec M. le Duc Decazes, daller nous entondre & 
Londres avec les Ministres de Sa Majesté Britannique sur une question aussi importante 
pour la Compagnie. 

Notre proposition de maintenir, par un accord général, la Liberté complite do navigne 
tion qui avait existé dans le Canal de Suez depuis son ouverture en 1860, a Gte printen 
séticuse conxidération et, & notre retour & Paris, Lord Derby a bien voulu nous faire 
connaitre que par suite d'une notiGcation officielle adreseée aux Puissances intéressées, il & 
446 entendu qu'sne atteinte quelconque 4 la libre navigation du Canal devra étre cousidérée 
par 'Angloterre comme un acte d"hostilité contre elle-méme. 

Lord Lyons, en nous faisant cette communication, a ajouté que son Gouvernement 
Sétait {licité Wavoir &é daccord avec le Cabinet Francais et que dans tout ce qui 
pourrait concerner Egypte et le Canal, il avait le désir de conserver cette entente. 
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Le Canal des deux mers créé par vos capitaux, soutena par votre union ct par votre 
Persévérance, restera en dehors des complications politiques parcequ'il est désormais indis- 
Pensable aux relations de tous les peuples. 


No. 86. 
The Earl of Derby to Lord Lyons. 


(Telegraphie.) Foreign Office, June 3, 1877, 5 vm. 
WITH ‘reference to your despatch No. 454, state to M. Lesseps that it would be 
weferable that he should adhere in his report to the words of the communication made to 
by your Ex as to the view which Her Majesty's Government would take of 
4m interference with the Canal, and that he should modify the expression as to the accord 
between Her Majesty's Government and the French Government in the sense suggested 
by your Excellency. 


No. 87. 
The Earl of Derby to Lord Lyons, 


Foreign Office, June 3, 1877. 

to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s despatch No. 454 of the 

nclosing the copy of alter recived from M de Lesseps, which contains an 

{fXtmct from the report which he purposes to make to the general assembly of the share- 

lers on Wednesday the 6th instant. 

_ In reply, I have to request that your Excellency will state to M. de Lessops that Her 

Majesty's Government consider that it would be proferable if he would adhere, in the 

‘ording of his report, to the terms of tho communication which was made to him by your 

Excellency with regard to the views which Her Majesty's Goverament would take of any 
terforence with the navigation of the Sucz Canal, 

Your Excellency will nt the same time suggest that M. de Lesseps should modify the 
in which he proposes to allude to the nature of the accord between the Govern 
of this countey aod France in the matter in the sense suggested in your Excellency's 

jeunwed despatch. 

Tam, &o. 
(Signed) "DERBY. 


ee 


No. 88. 
Lord Lyons to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 6.) 


a SoA ti day teens Pecans eT 
reference to my despatch No 454 of the day before yesterday, I have the 
Roar ts tranemit to your Lordattp copies of'a letter and saamioesokem wit Toone this 
Morning to M. de Lesseps, in pursuance of your Lerdatig instructions relative to the 
nee tion of his proposed Report to the General Assembly of the sharcholders of the 
. 

T inclose a copy of letter which has becn addressed to me in answer by 
M: de Lesseps, and in which he says that he will adopt exactly the modifications sug. 

Ubave given a copy of my memorandum to the English Directors, Colonel Stokes, 
Mo. Rivers Wile oy at Mae: ‘Standen. 

Thave, &e. 


(Signed) LYONS. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 88. 


Lord Lyons to M. de Lesseps. 
My dear President, Paris, June 4, 1877. 

T BEG you to accept my best thanks for your letter of the day before yesterday, in 
which you are so good as to invite observation from my Government and myself on 
draft which you do me the honour to send me of the end of the Report which you propose: 
to make to the general meeting of the Suez Canal Company. 

T hasten to send you the inclosed paper, which will make you acquainted with the 
riews of Her Majesty's Government and, in thanking you for your promise to pay atte 


tion to those views, I beg, &. 
(Signed) LYONS. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 88. 
Memorandum. 


‘THE, exact terms of the communication which Lord Lyons had the honour to make 
to M. de Lesseps were the following :— 

“An attempt to blockade or otherwise interfere with the Canal ot its approaches 
would be regarded by Her Majesty's Government as a menace to India, and as a grave 
injury to the commerce of the ‘world. On both those grounds, any such step which Her 
Majesty's Government hope and believe there is no intention on the of either 
helligerent to. tal wuld be incompatible with the maintenance by Her Majesty's 
Government of an attitude of passive neutrality.” 

Her Majesty’s Government would desire that the report should adhere to the words 
of the communication as above quoted, 

Her Majesty's Government would also desire a alight modification of the second 
paragraph of the draft. A 

Tastead of saying Lord Lyons, en nous faisant cette communication s'étant fAicité 
aavoir été accord avec lo Cabinet Frangais, &c." it would be more correct to ray, 
Lord Lyons added that Her Majesty's Government would be happy to find that they 
wore in accord, Sc." 


Inclosure 3 in No. 88. 


M. de Leaseps to Lord Lyons. 
Mon cher Ambassadeur, Paris, le 4 Juin, 1877. 
ALL right! Je mo conformersi exactement et dans lea mémes termes a Ta note dé 
rectifications. 
Tout & vous, 
(Sign) FERD. DE LESSEPS. 


No. 89. 
Count Brust to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 6.) 


M. le Comte, Belgrave Square, le 5 Juin, 1877. 

LE Gouvernement Impérial et Royal a donné son assentiment & arrangement conelt 
entre le Colonel Stokes et Ia Compagnie da Canal de Suez au sujet de la fixation des taxes 

rcevoit des nuvires passant par le Canal et a également adhéré aux propositions qui 
Jui avaient été faites par le Gouvernement Britannique et qui étaient contenues dans ls 
note de Sir Andrew Buchanan adressée au Gouvernement Impérial et Royal en date da 
V7 Pévrier dernier. 

Par conséquent arrangement susmentionné est entré en vigueur 4 partir da 15 Avril 
dornier et mon Gouvernement était en droit d'attendre que dorénavant les agents dé 
Canal respecteraient les certifieats de jauge délivrés par les autorités compétentes con- 
formément aux dispositions de ta Commission Internationale de Constantinople ef 
niwssujettiraient plus les navires & un nouveau mesurage; mais il appert d'un rapport da 
Consul Impérial et Royal & Port Said, dont j'ai Phonneur de transmettre une copie dant 
Tannexe & votre Excellence que les agents da Canal continucnt & assajettir les navires & uD. 
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Rouvesu mesurage et a exiger des taxes plus Glevées que ne le seraient celles caleulées 
apres le tonnage dont les certificats de jauge font foi. 

Entre autre ils comprennent les panneaux dans le tonnage net quoique ccs derniers ne 
figurent pas parmi les locaux qui d'aprés In note précitée de I'Ambassadeur Britannique 
Gestest ire, selon la proposition de la Compagnie, compris dane espace du ton- 

net. 

Le Gouvernement Impérial et Royal n‘aurait pas hésité & protester sans retard contre 
procédé de Ia part des agents du Canal s'il ne eroyait pas devoir attendee le résultat des 
Négociations entamées par rupport A la reconnaissance des certificats de jauge des navires 
Passant par le Canal entre M. de Lesseps et ln Comité de Paris d'une part et entre ce 

er et le Gouvernement Anglais d'autre part. C'est précisément au sujet de ces 
Régociations que mon Gouvernement a accepté les propositions susmentionnées du 
Gouvernement Britannique. Il serait dove d'un grand intérét par rapport & Ia navigation 
internationale en général que par rapport a la navigation Austro-Hongroise en particulict 
$8¢ ces négociations aboutissent afin qu'on puisse mettre fin A tout jamais ces mesures 
mbitmires des agents du Canal et je suis en conséquence chargé par mon Gouvernement de 
me fire Vinterprite de son vif désir de voir ces négociations terminées aussitdt que 
Possible, 

Veuillez, &e. 
Signd) BEUST. 


Inclosure in No, 89. 


Report from M. Stefenelti, dated Port Said, May 12, 1877, 
(ranstation.) 
WITH reference to the despatch of the 9th ultimo, I do myself the honour of 
Biting your Excellency that the ‘Transit Agents of the Suez Canal, even since the 
{th April last, the dato at which the Convention of 21st February last year for the future 
Masutmest of the Suez Canal duex came into force, still continue to re-measure the 
awers passing through the Canal, and instead of taking the official register.tonnage 
Ae, A oo bills of measurement, they eal the ae dues on the number 
found by the re-measurement, and now, as before, they wil Jet the ships ps 
‘Until they have paid the dues thus arbitrarily demanded, ee 
rome his "way the “Austro-Hungarian Lloyd 
pyuewured on their voyage from Trieste to Bombay, one on the 18th, the ot 
fBed of April last, and the Transit Agents cade out for: the Memfl” ty i 
gid of the net tonnage of 1,20286 tons, as stated in the Suex Canal certificate; nnd 
the “Tebe  1,202°72 tons instead of the official number of tons, 1,286-41, 
nquiry bow this difference arose, the Transit Agent ‘hete gave me the 
‘ulars in explanation >— 


Memfi” and “Tebe" wore 


On my 
folowing par 


The * Nom" 
Cotte of measurement (Rae 1) sae ny Aagyght) #CTweiy 
Sell Sour Corte dsc For bal Soma g 
Certifionte deductions, kitchen and w.c, . 7 98 oe 
‘inited we 3 ae te 
Se 
‘The “ Tbe” puis 
Hatches (sseng) added to gros ensage 
Pelee? . 
Crew as per erties 
Pbpb 
(The ttreonereprnets he oaks and sewers quien) 
Miche net deluding ene 
ideate Sopoperly dedct the chaser of te rabder ee, id 
ep aamioon .. ” +. “« - Me we 


‘The Transit Agents say they do i 
ey do not re-measure, but only verify ; that ti 
oberre the resolutions of the International Tonnage Conmissign at Coma 


extent ; that they therefore, for example, must, in accordance with section 6: 
(527) N 





of the Protocol of December 18, 1873, exclude the kitchen though there is only one, as inl 


the Lloyd ships, and only a single passenger on board, from the deductions entered in the} 


certificate 
Dutch steamers the hull of the ship is not measured by 
variations have been found in them to the extent 
alone. 

M, de Lesseps, who went back to Paris from here on the 18th, said to some of his 

le that he wished to get rid of these dificalties, and would try to do so at Paris 
immediately. 

Mr. Bourke, Under-Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs in England, stated in the 
House of Commons on tho 10th ultimo, in answer to a question on this subject, that be 
could say, on the authority of M. Charles de Lesseps, a member of the Committee of the 
Suez Company at Paris (con of M. F, de Lesseps), that the strictest instractions had beet 
sent to the agents of the Suc Canal, to respect the Suez Canal measurement billdy 
without re-measurement. 

Up to this time, however, those instructions have not reached the Transit Agents 

Suez Cann 

ince the 15th 
mn of the official tonnage, 
itement in Parliament. 
‘am also assured that on agreement has beon come to between the Suez Company 
and the English Government, of must be nearly settled, relative to making out the Suet 
bills of measurement. 


that the Suez certifientes are very variously made out; thus, with most of the! 
divisions, according to Rule 1, and 
200 tons in the hull of the vessel 


April the captains of the English ships protest against the none 
nd this may perhaps be taken in conncetion with the 


Accept, &e. 


No. 90. 
The Earl of Derby to Lord Lyons.* 


Foreign Office, June 6, 18T7. 
reference to previous correspondence, I transmit to your Excellency, for you 
information, copies of further correspandence respocting the Suez Canal. 
Tom, 8. 
(Signed) DERBY. 


No. 91. 


Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby —(Received June 7.) 
(No. 649) 
My Lord, ‘Therapia, May 28, 1877. 
IN cbedionce to your Londship's despateh No. 107 of the 16th instant, I have 
day addressed a note to Safvet Pasha in the sense of the instructions contained in 
above-mentioned despatch on the subject of the views of Her Majesty's Government as 
any impediments to the navigation of the Sucz Canal. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) "A. H. LAYARD. 


No, 92. 
Notice of Motion by Mr. D. Jenkins. 


SUEZ Canal (Pilotage Dues)—" To call the attention of Her Majesty's Gos 
ment to the heavy rate levied by the Suez Canal Company nominally oa account 
pilotage, but the t portion of which is said to be appropriated to defray the cost 
buoys, beacons, lights, aud other expenses necessary to the safe navigation of the Ca 
that should be paid out of Tonnage Dues and not from a sum levied as Pilotage; and 
tmove that, such a charge beg in the opinion of this Hous, opposed tothe apt of th 
conditions Iaid down by the International Commission which sat at Constantinople 


© An ideatie despatch wax sent to Mr. Layard. 


a7 


1875, limiting the Tonnage Dues to 10 fr. per ton with a maximum surtax of 4 fr. per 
ton, Her Majesty's Representatives at the Company’s Board be instructed to use such 
jeans as are in their power to secure its reduction to the scale of pilotage actually paid by 
the Company.” 


Memorandum by Colonel Stokes, 


I recommend that the following answer be given to Mr. Jenkins’ motion on 
Accompanying paper :— 

“The dues complained of were in force, and the objects for which they are levied 
Were specified at the time the International Commission on tonnage was sitting at 
tinople in 1873, but no objection was raised to them. All that the Cowsmission 
Stipulated for was that the daes should not be increased without the assent of the Maritime 
Her Majesty's Government are not prepared to make any recommendation to 

Company on this subject.” 

(Signed) J. STOKES, 


Chathom, June 7, 1877. 
eae ee eee eee 
No. 93, 


‘The Earl of Derby to the British Suez Canal Directors. 


(No. 21, Commercial.) 
tlemen, Foreign Office, June 7, 1877. 
WITT reference to my despatch of this series, No. 19, Confidential, dated the 5th 
imo, 1 transmit to you, herewith, for such obscrvations as you may bave to offe 
ipon, a despatch, with its inclosure, from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Pa 
Containing the reply of ‘the French Government to the representations which had been 
‘Addressed to ther on the part of Her Majesty's Government, with respect to the arrange- 
Bents to be made with the Suez Canal Company on the subject of the tonnage 
tes, 
Tam, &o. 
(Signed) DERBY. 


: SS a eee 
No. 94. 
Lord Lyons.to the Earl of Derby —(Received June 9.) 
My Lord, Paris, June 7, 1877. 
fp, L HAVE the honour to tranemit to your Lordship a despatch ardressed to me by 
Adams, to report his having attended yesterday the General Meoting of the Suez 
Cotopany, as Representative of Her Majesty's Government. 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) LYONS. 


Inclosure in No. 94. 


Mr, Adams to Lord Lyons, 


My Lora, 


Paris, June 6, 1877. 
of IN accordance with the instructions contained in the Earl of Derby's despatch to me 
Of the 2nd instant, I this day attended the General Meeting of the Suex Canal Company 
ekeeresentative ‘of Her Majesty's Goveroment, in respect of the shares held by them in 
undertaking, 
be qiitet the proceedings had been opencd by the President, M. Ferdinand de Lessepa, 
naxmounced that another gentleman and 1, as representing respectively the greatest 
el of shares of those present, were to act as serutateurs (tellers) in case of a vote 
. — and we thereupon took our seats on the platform to the right of the 


# No. 73. 





The proceedings were entirely of a formal nature, and the report read by the President! 
‘was unanimously adopted. 
Uhave, & 
(Signed) F. O. ADAMS, 





Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby. —(Received June 10.) 


(No. 160. Political.) 
My Lord, Cairo, June 3, 18° 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s telegram of the Ist instant, [ have the honour to 
state that I informed the Khedive yesterday that Her Majesty’s Government had nothing 
to add to the instructions they had sent to me on the 16th ultimo respecting the passace 
of neutral commerce through the Suez Canal, and which I had communicated to His 
Highness by your Lordship's directions, 

Hie Highness replied that he bad ooly waited to know whether Her Majesty" 
Goveroment had any views or opinions to express regarding the regulations which the 
Porto proposed to enforce in the Canal, and that he should now inform the Porte that he 
‘was propared to notify and carry out their regulations, if they would send a naval force 
that could protect the passage of the Canal against Russian vessels without clashing with 
the declaration of hee Majesty's Government, of which the Porte was, doubtless 
aware, 

T have, &. 
(Signed) ¢. VIVIAN. 


No, 96, 


Lord Lyons to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 10.) 

(No. 483.) 
My Lord, Paris, June 9, 1877, 

AS ‘there are three British Directors of the Sucz Canal Company selected by Her 
Majesty's Government, one of whotm resides permanently at Paris, Ido not ordinarily 
muake gay reports to your Lordship relative to the proceediogs of the Company heres 
But with reference to my despatches Nos, 454 of the 2nd instant, and 457 of the 4th 
instant, and to your Loriship's despatch No. 328 of the Srd instant, 1 do myself the 
honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship that part of M. de Lesseps’ Report to the: 
General Meeting held on the Gth instant, which relates to his communications with Her 
Majesty's Government and with me relative to the protection of the Canal dusing the 
present war in the East, ; 

Mi de Lemp Inguage on the subject appears to me to have be quite correc. 

have, &. 
(Signed) LYONS, 


Tnclosure in No, 96. 
Extract from M, de Lesseps’ Report to the Suez Canal Company, June 1877. 


DANS le courant du mois dernier, plusieurs actionnaires nous ont manifesté des 
inguiétudes aw sujet de dangers que pourrait courir Ia liberté de navigation du Canal au 
milieu des événements de guerre dont 'Orient est le théitre. Nous nous sommes alors 
empreseé Waller nous entendre, & Londres, avec les Ministres de Sa Majesté Britanniqae’ 
sur une question aussi importante pour la Compagnie. 

Notre proposition de maintenir, par un accord général, Ia liberté compléte de nave 
gration qui avait existé dans fe Canal de Suez depuis son ouverture en 1869, a été prise et 
sérieuse considGration et, & notre retour 4 Paris, Lord Derby a bien voulu nous faire 
connaltre Ia décloration suivante :— 

“Toute tentative de bloquer ou entraver par un moyen quelconque Je Canal oa ses 
approches serait envisagée, par le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté, comme une menace pout 
Minde et comme un grave dommage pour le commerce du monde.” D'aprés ces beak 
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considérations, tout acte semblable que le Gouvernement. de Sa Majesté espace et croit 
qu’aucun des deux belligérants ne voudrait commettre, serait incompatible avec le maintien, 
Par Je Gouvernement de Sa Majesté d'une attitude de neutralité passive.” 

Lord Lyons, en nous faisant cette communication, a ajouté que le Gouvernement de 
la Reine serait heureux de voir qu'il est d'accord avec fe Cabinet Francais dans tout ce qui 
‘eoncerne Je Canal. 

Ye Canal des dewx mers eré par vos cpitaux, souten par votre union et pr votre 
Persévérance, restera en dehors des complications politiques parce qu'il est désormais 

is le aux relations de tous les peuples. 


No. 97. 


ie ‘The Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 11.) 
fo. 19.) 
Sie Lord, Paris, June 6, 1877, 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch No. 11 
of the 2nd instant, and to report to your Lordship that we have this day attended the 
Annual general mecting of shareholders of the Suez Canal Company. 
Mr. Adams, Secretary to Her Majesty's Embassy ut Paris, attended the meeting, 
Representing Her Majesty's Government as holder of 176,602 shares. 
Every resolution submitted to the meeting was carried unanimously. M, de Lesseps! 
, Which contained, inter alia, the arrangement made with Her Majesty's Government 
08 the voting and redemption of capital question, was adopted without any observati 
the paragraph relating to the decison taken by Hor Majests Governmnt-on the mainte 
hance of free access to and from the Canal during the present war was warmly applauded. 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) "J. STOKES. 
C. RIVERS WILSON, 
EDWD. J. STANDEN. 


No. 98. 
‘The Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 11.) 


No. 20. Confidential.) 
i Lord, Paris, June 6, 1877. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No 12 
©f the 2ad instant, transmitting for our information two reports from Mr. ‘Reilly ‘on the 
subject of the appointment of a Beceanatstire to attend the general meeting of the Suez 
Canal Company on bebalf of Her Majesty's Government. 

‘The questions discussed by Mr. Reilly are— 

1. Whether an official of the Government can validly represent the Government 
Without himself being a shareholder. 

2. Whether the simple certificate of the Secretary to the Treasury of the continuance 
i laces in the possession of Her Majesty's Government is sufficient under tho 


As rezards the first question, we infer from Mr. Reilly's Reports that, in his judgment, 

the best way of resolving any doubt on the subject would be to obtain kom Ge Gonpany 
feaetment of an additonal Statute, 

fe have the honour to report that we accordingly proposed to M. Oharles de Lesseps 

the framing of an additional Article, which would make it lawful for any body, oer 


St politic, to be sated without the necessity for their representative being himself 
ane represei iy presentat ig himself a 

In reply he cited the case of two important French Companies, who admit the repre« 
fentatives of other Companies holding shares to vote in their meetings, stithout beg. 
— shareholders in their indvideal capacities, 

le maintained that this being the well-established and recognized practice in Fra 
there can be no need of a special Statute. ae 
Me, bave therefore the honour to suggest to your Lordship that tho opinion of 
¥, trsitt should be taken on this point of French procedure, on which Mr. Reilly expresses 
himself doubtful. 

(s27] ° 











On the second point, M. Charles de Lesseps suggested an expedient which will remove 
any doabts as to the strict legality of the arrangement under which the certificate of the 
Secretary to the Treasury is to be given, namely, by simply constituting the Bank of 
England one of the representatives of the Company, empowered under Articles 8 and 48, 
of the Statutes to certify to the deposit of shares for the purpose of qualifying shareholders 
to attend meetings. 

‘This appears such a very simple way of arranging this matter that, with your Lord- 

p's permission, we will request the Company to take the necessary steps to give effect 


We have, &. 
Signed)’ J. STOKES. 
C. RIVERS WILSON. 
EDWD. J. STANDEN. 


SS Se 
No. 99. 


‘The Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 11.) 


No, 91. Commercial, 
My Lan : Paris, June 6, 877. 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch No. 20, 
Commercial, of the 31st ultimo, forwarding a letter from the Board of Admiralty on the 
subject of the dues claimed by the Suex Canal Company for the vessels accompanied by 
the tenders “ Prompt " and “ Hasty,” = 
‘The Board of Admiralty call attention to the fact that effect has not been given by 
the Company to the atrangement for the cessation of this illegal charge, but we bave the 
honour to observe thit it docs not appear from the papers communicated to us that the 
‘Auiialty bas taken the step which was to precede the cessation of the charge, and which 
was specified in Colonel Stokes’ despatch No. 70 of the 26th November, 1876, namely, 
that “if the Lords of the Admiralty agree to this arrangement, it will only be necessary 


to take the + Prompt* and «Hasty off the list of vessels profitiog by pamgraph 14 of 


‘Article 13 of the Regulations, by making the notification mentioned in the last parageaph 
Of tho inclosed letter from M. de Lesseps.” 2 3 

“Tho question was again referred to in Colonel Stokes’ No. 5, Commercial, ot the 
30th January, 1877, to your Lardship, since which date no further aetion seems to have 


been taken, 
We have, &e. 


EDWD, J. STAND! 


No, 100. 
Mr, Rivers Wilson to the Earl of Derby—(Received Jume 11.) 


My Lord, London, June 8, 1877, 
T HAVE the honour to report that at the meeting of the Council of Administration of 

the Suez Canal Company, on the Sth instant, my name was drawn by lot as one of the 

thre retiring Directors for de presen yea, in purunoce of Artie 20 of the States. 

‘At the genoral meeting on the following day I was proposed for re-election, and was 
re-olected accordingly, together with the Comte de Gontaut-Biron and M. Peghoux, the 
two Directors whose names had been drawn with mine for retirement. 

‘The nominations thus made are for eight years, at the end of which period members, 
under the Article above quoted, aznin retire by rotation, but are reliible: 

ve, 
C. RIVERS WILSON. 


St 
No, 101. 
Mr, Law to Lord Tenterden. —(Received June 11.) 


My Lora, Treasury Chambers, June 9, 1877. 
TAM directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the Sth instant, inclosing a further communication from 
Mr. Reilly, on’ the subject of the representation of Her Majesty's Government at the 
Seneral meeting of the Svex Canal Company, held in Paris, on the Sth instant, and I am 
to state that my Lords presume that Mr. Reilly's letter has been communicated to the 
British Directorate. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) WILLIAM LAW. 


No, 102, 
Mr. Lingen to Lord Tenterden —(Received June 12.) 


My Lond, Treasury Chambers, Jure 11, 1877. 

1 AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to transmit 
to you herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to recent 
tapondence on the subject of the shares in the Sues Canal Company, the property of 
Her Majesty's Government, which have been drawn for repayment, copy of a letter from 
Mr. Rivers Wilson, notifying the transfer which had been made to Mr. Standen, one of the 

h Directorate, of the 491 shares in the Company which have beon drawn for repay- 
‘ent, and the investment of the proceeds thereof in the purchase of Consols to the 
Amount of 10,3321. 19%. 4d., and also eopy of the letter which my Lords have caused to 
be addressed in reply to that communication, 

Lam, &, 


(Signed) R. W. LINGEN. 


Taclosure | in No, 102, 
Mr. Rivers Wilson to Mr. Lingen. 


&, ius 
h National Debt Office, May 24, 1877, 
he REFERRING to Mr. Lingen’s letter of 15th instant, I have the soo to state, for 
the liformation of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, that tho 491 
Gath shares of the Svex Canal Company were daly handed over to the Company by 
, who received in. exchange and transmitted to this office— 
1. A chequo of the Crédit Lyoanais in Paris on their London branch for the capital 
Smount of the shares viz, 245,800 f.; : 
. Two deposit certificates, numbered 13 and 14 (one in respect of each drawing that 
fas Yen hel up to the present date) enti og Her Majesty's Government to 491 “aetons 
Heuseance,” ta have effect from Joly 1, 1804, 
was paid to a special account opened in the names of the Commissioners 
for the Redoction of the National Debt “on account of Suer Canal drawn shares,” 
2d the amount realized in English sterling at the exchange of 25 ff. 17} Cm vity 
917511. 144. 9d., has been invested in the purchase of 10,3391, 19s. 4d. 3 per cent. Consols, 
M™ pursuance of the arrangement entered into with the Company by tha British Directors 
hood — of Her Majesty’s Government. 
The tivo certificates are forwarded herewith for deposit. should their Lordships think 
St, with the other Suez Canal securities at the Bank of England. es 
wn account of the investment, together with the stock reetpt, ix also inclosed 


T beg leave to request that you will point out to their Lordships that, according to 
the terms of the ent set forth in the correspondence which Mos forwarded (a the 
Treasury in Lord ‘Tenterden’s letter of the 20th ultimo, it is necessary that there should 

how delivered to the Company by Her Majesty's Government a formal acknowledgment 
the receipt of the capital of the drawn shares, and of its investment in Consols, accom- 
Panied by the stock receipt and by an undertaking that the dividends on the stock will be 
Paid as they become due to the Company. I would venture to suggest that this document 





should be under the hand of the Seeretary of the Treasury, as in the certificate which is to 
be given for validating the right of vote of the Representative of Her Majesty's Govern= 
ment at the general meetings, and shoald be forwarded to the British Directors for delivery 
to the Company. . 

‘As regards the payment of the dividends it will probably be desirable that: the Com 
missioners for the Reduction of the National Debt should give a general power of attor 
to some representative of the Company, and upon this point the British Directors, 
arrange withthe Conseil Administration upon the occasion of their next visit to Pars, 

ave, Kc. 
(Signed) ” C. RIVERS WILSON. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 102. 
‘Mr. Lingen to Mr. Rivers Wilson. 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, Moy 23, 1877. 
IN reply to your letter of the 24th instant, upon the subject of 491 drawn shares 4 
the Suez Canal Company handed over to the Company by Mr. Standen, who received is 
exchange for them a cheque for 245,500 ff, since realized in 9,751 14s. 9d, English 
sterling, and invested in the purchase of 10,8921, 19s. 4d. Consols, I am directed by the) 
Lords Comuissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to forward herewith a certificate under th 
hand of their Lordship’s Permanent Secretary to the effect advised in your letter undef: 
reply, accompanied by the stock receipt in original. E , 
“phe two deposit cortifioates numbered 13 and 14 (one in respect of exch drawin 
that has been held up to the present date) entitling Her Majesty's Government to 49 
‘"gotions de jouissance,” to have effect from July 1, 1894, have been received, and will b 
Jodgoal ax you suggest at the Bank of England with the other Suex Canal securities 
am, &e. 
(Signed) R. RW. LINGEN. 


ee 
No, 103. 


‘The Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Derby —{Received June 13.) 


My Lords ase: ___ Chatham, June 12, 1877. 
WE have the honour to report to your Lordship, with reference to the subjoin 


Renter's telegeas -— Malta June 9. 


"A telegram received here from Port Said reports a reduction in the depth of th 
water to 20 feet at the Mediterranean entrance to the Suez Canal, thus obstructing th 
passage of ships of greater draught.” 

“That we have jast received the following telegram from M. de Lesseps :— 

“La déptohe concernant diminution de profondeur du Canal de Suez est fausse.” 

Iti satisfactory to find that there is no truth in such a serious announcement as th 
of the sudden falling-off of 6 feet in the depth of the entrance. 

We haves te. ae 
(Signed) . STO! 
ee ©. RIVERS WILSON. 


No, 104. 
‘The Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 13.) 


Wisi, Speer) London, Jiene 13, 1877. 

WE: have the honour to return herewith the papers relative to the passage of 
Indian Government steam-vessel " Teagsserim " though he Suez Canal in the months 
October 1875 and May 1876, and to report further as 
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._ In the voyage made in October 1875 the Suez Canal Company levied dues on a space 
Which had been correctly omitted from the net tonnage of the vessel, namely, on 11°1 tons 

7°62 tons — 3-48 tons. 

_ That in the voyage of the 12th May, 1876, when conveying Lord Northbrook and 
Suite, the dues levied ought to have been 10 fr. a ton on 1132'07 tons — 3-48 tons = 
1128.59 tons. 

‘That on the 26th May, 1876, dues were levied on 11*1 tons which ought not to have 
been included in the net tonnage. 

It therefore appears that the Company have charged in excess of their rights the 
Undermentioned sums -— 

Tous Fe 

3:45 x 18 
1128-09 x 8 


In October 1875 
May 12, 1876 
May 26, 1876 


Toul 


Ifit be the wish of the Indian Government to press for repayment of this amount, 
We would soggest that the claim should be formally raised by the Principal ‘Transport 
Officer in Egypt. In the event of a reference by the local officers of the Company being 
fade to the Board of Directors in Paris, we shall be prepared to support the opinion we 
have reported to your Lordship, 


We have, &e. 
(Signed) STOKES. 
. RIVERS WILSON. 


ee el 


No, 105. 
‘The Swex Canal Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 13.) 


{80.23. Commercial.) 
My Lord, London, June 13, 187 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No, 21, 
Cominercinl, of the 7th instant, and to return herewith the despatch from Her Majesty's 

mbassador ut Paris and its inelosure, 

The reply of the Duc Decazes deals first with the dotaila of tonnage spaces, on 
Which, according to your Lordship’s instructions of the 15th ultimo, we are endeavouring 
19 come to on understanding with M. de Lesseps by a preliminary negotiation before 
formally treating with him on the subject. An understanding is more likely to be arrived 
‘St in this manner than by direct negotiation with the French Government. 

‘The Governments of all the other maritime Powers which have answered your 
Lordship's Circular despatch of February 1, 187, up to this time, have taken the same 
View of the spaces to be exempted as Her Majesty's Government, 

‘The Duc Decazes proceeds to express his regret that Her Majesty's Government 
Connect the question of verification of the papers with that of the spaces referred to in the 
tarly part of the note. He argues that the question of the spaces is one in which the 
fterests of the Company and those of European shipping are opposed; wherens, both 

Company and shipping have a common interest in any measure tending to insure the 
Securacy of the ships’ papers, and thus to prevent delays and claims which both. the 
“bipping and the Company should endeavour to avoid. 

We have the honour to point out that this argument is founded on a fallacy, namely, 
that the Company bas any right to ascertain the aecuracy of the papers, and thus cause 

delays and claima which are herein deprecated, ‘There would ber sil eas delay were 

rules of Constautinople adopted without any concession of the right of verification, for 
wen there would be no claims, We are by no means sure that English shipowners. will 
Secept with complacency the right of the Company to verify the papers, though we think 
that it is just to concede this right; but we are equally clear in our conviction that the 
Pebt cannot be safely conceded unless accompanied by a clear definition of the grounds on 
Which the verification is to be made; and these grounds are a distinct understanding of 

the spaces which are or are not to be included in the net tonnage. 

‘We have, &. 
(Signed) "J. STOKES, 
C. RIVERS WILSON. 


{s27] P 





a 
No. 106. 
‘The Earl of Derby to Count Beust. 


M. l'Ambassadeur, Foreign Office, June 13, 1877. 

THAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note of the Sth 
instant, calling itention to certain cases in which the Suez Canal authorities ae alleged to 
hhave continued the practice, since the 1th April last, of re-measuring vessels passing through 
the Canal, when provided with a special certificate of measurement, and expressing the hope 
of the Austrian Government that an arrangement may be come to between Her Majesty's 
Government and the Canal Company, with a view of putting a stop to the practice im 
question. 

1 beg, in replying, to assure your Excellency that this matter is receiving the attentive 
consideration of Her Majesty's Government, who are in communication thereupon with 
the British Directors of the Company. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) DERBY. 


No. 107. 
Lord Tenterden to Mr, Rivers Wilson. 
r Foreign Office, June 13, 1877. 
I AM directed by the Earl of Derby to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
Sth instant, reporting your re-election as a director of the Suez Canal Company, 


» eo. 
(Signed) ‘TENTERDEN. 


Sir, 


No. 108, 
Lord Tenterden to Mr. Reilly. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 18, 1877. 
WITH reference to your reports of the 24th and 30th May, Iam directed by the 
Earl of Derby to transmit to you herewith, for your opinion, a despatch from the British 
Directors of the Suez Canal Company, containing suggestions fur the settlement of the 
questions 4s to the appointment of a Representative of Her Majesty's Government in the: 
oex Canal Company, and tho certificate to be given by the ‘Treasury of the posewsion 
the sbares. 
1am, &e. 
(Signed) ' TENTERDEN. 


No. 109, 
Lord Tenterden to Mr. Lingen. 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 15, 1877. 
1AM directed by the Earl of Derby to transmit to you herewiti, to be laid before the 
Lords of the Treasury, m copy of a letter from Me. C, Rivers Wilson, reporting his 
re-election as a Director of the Suez Canal Company. : 
am, &e. 


(Signed TENTERDEN. 


55 
No. 110. 


The Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 14.) 
pe. 24. Commercial.) 
iy Lord, 


London, June 18, 1877. 
WE have the honour to forward herewith three copies of the bulictin of the Sucz 
Company, containing the text of the report of M. Ferdinand de Lesteps, presented 
tothe general meeting of the shareholders on the 6th instant, also an account of the 
Proceedings of the general meeting and a financial statement of the operations of the 
spany for the year ended 31st December, 1876. 
We have, &e, 
(Signed) C. RIVERS WILSON. 
J. STOKES, 


Inclosure in No. 110, 
“ Le Canal de Sues," No. 197, June 12, 1877. 


Assuumuiis Girtinate pes Acrioxsamnes 
22 Réunion.—6 Juin, 1877. 
Rapport de M, Ferdinand de Lesseps, au nom du Conseil d Administration 


Situation Financiére.—Ezercice 1876. 


LES résultats financiers de l'exercice 1876 ont Gj 46 ports i votre conmissance, 
fant par Venvoi anticipé des comptes, que par les publications de la Compagnie relatives 
Sax distributions de bénéices faire en Juillet prochain, sous la rdcrro de. votre 


Nous résumons ces résultats : 


La recette propre & Vererrice 1876 went Ulovbe 4 
Ellearait teen 1875 de... 


Augmentation vette 2, uk wen ne MG SOT TD 


ais il est & remarquer quien isolant chaque nature du recette, le transit, principale 
branche de nos revenus, préseate une augmentation do 1,030,095 fr, 20 c, conetatant un 
t continu dans l'emploi du Canal Maritime. 
diminutions portent sur les produits des placements de fonds devenus diffciles ot 
reeettes da domaine commun. 
La dy & Pexercice 1876 a dtd de .. 
Clie Se tte vaeni se es we 
Ba Aad, de te enupiraton den rect ot des kp ‘igi 
itive, de Ia comparinos dca recetes et dex dipeases‘hligateitce 
‘de Fexerece koa, sugmentées de quelqnes optations regulrstes nat 
ie encrioe Sen estteel es coset dot as ee 
‘Lintérit des titres re consolidés, Fintérét des actions et lamortines- 
mest du capil eal ootabearbé we se 


ar les 


18,002,085 01, 


Doce chide il yg lien de Aéduire comme pedlivement statuaire de 5 pour 


‘cent pour Ie reserve, la some de 105,416 50 


Broldant ou bénlfice net =. nes, ne 3,000,018 


Yous proposons d'autoriser Ia distribution en conformité de I'Article 63 des 


200,201 85 
400008 37 
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Nous rappelons que les 2 pour cent du Conseil d’Administration ne sont pas destinés 
arn panies quis viendront an profit de exerice 1877, en éduction de 'alloca- 
tion annuelle votée par Passemblée de 18 = 4 

Compte de Premier Etablissement—Nous avons poursuivi, en 1876, nos travaux 
damélioration ou d'augmentation du Canal Maritime et, de ce chef, une somme de 
643,477 fr. 88c, a été mise & la change du compte de premier établissement. _ 

Bile se répariten dépenses, demperrements neu, des berees d lagiement da 
chenal entre les jetées de Port Said, dagrandissement du garage du kilomdtre 152 et 
installation d'un brise-lames & Ismailia. 


Travaux, Entretien, Améliorations 


Le Canal est sur toute Ia ligne en parfait état de navigabilité. : 
Le curage, i Ia profondear réglementaire, de la cuvette, des gares, des bassins de Port 
Said et du chenal dentrée a été exécaté dans les conditions ordinaires par les dragues et a 
produit les cubes suivants en 1 
Section de Port Sul * 3 ++ $03,000 m6 


En dehors des joties Poss 
‘Total pour Pavant-port ar 


i ie de Port Said est toujours satisfaisant et nous n’avons pas et. besc 
ional ices Soreaiar Tos trwvaux de In. grande jetée; les blocs magonnés placts 
sur son couronnement en 1874 et 1875, résistent bien 4 la mer. 3 

‘Le diblai & see sur les banquettes du Canal et des rigoles de service, n donné les cubes 
suivants: 
Section de Port Sa 


» Wlamallins. 


de Suns ss 4,¢00 


Tul nae ae a 


Nous avons dd condamner, année dernidre, un certain nombre d'engins dont la 

remise en état ne pouvait plus étre faite avec avantage. Nous les avons romplacés par 
Dateaus-porteurs neufs, dont le prix d'acquisition a €6 préleyé sur le fonds 
elle it affecté A cet emploi, % 

Me temas de fe Convention du 21 Ferrer, 1876, nous devons exéeater, 
chaque année, les tmivaux d’amélioration du Canal les plus propres & augrenter les faciités 
et ln sécurité de Ia navigation. 9 5 

Pari ces améliorations figurent, pour le présent exercice, des agrandissements da 
bassin Temail & Port Said et de divers garages, des élargissements de courbes ot des travaux 
rat pament des. berges du Canal, dont, Vexécution est renduc plus urgente pat 
Vaceroissement da trafic et Tavantage pour le commerce de conserver aux navires qui 

tent une allure rapide. af 
‘ranean avions 36h reat pendaat le cours de l'année écoulée, Vagrandissement de 1a 
care double da kil. 152, nous avons commencé le ereusement de la nouvelle gare di 
evorsoir au kil, 98. Ce travail sera bientOt achevé; immédintement aprés cette opération, 
a courbe du lac Timsah sera rectifige. 


Exploitation. 


Service du Transit-—Pendant V'année 1876, 1,457 navires, jaugeant ensemble 


9,072.4 de capacité réelle, ont passé le Cunal. : 
= Deut Tnaugenien, le ponyetieat maritime d'une mer & l'autre donne les chiffre® 


suivante: 


Tonnes, 
456 navires de 435,011 
701.807 


21940,708, 
31072,107, 


Lisccroissement du transmit n’a pas d'influence sur la durée du passage du Canal ; In 
moyenne de Ia marche effective a été, en 1876, de 17 heures, et en njoutant les arréts de 
nuit ou de jour, de 39 heures. 

Lexpérience acquise par nos pilotes et les capitaines de navires et les améliorations de 
Is cuvette du Canal ont supprimé les arréts das a diuutres causes que celles de force 
luajeure telles que tempétes, avaries de machine ou de gouvernail, 

Les recettes de la navigation ont été 


Parmai les navires qui ont transité avec un tirant d'eau remarquable, nous citerons Je 
“ Hankow” et a "Seine," qui ont passé d'une mer A autre avec 7 metres 47 centimetres 
do tirant d'eau, ot le vapour “Hibernia” qui a transité avec un enfoncement de 7 metres 
49 contimétres. 

La moyenne du tonnage, par navire, qui était en 1873 de 1,77 tonnes, en 1874 de 
1917 tonnes, en 1575 de 1,068 tonnes, s'est élovée en 1876 A 2,108 tonnes y3Ay. 

C'est en Février dernier que le vapour Anglais “ Hooper," le plus grand des navires 
Gai aient encore passé le Canal de Suez, en a effectué le transit, Ce steamer 4,987 
tonnes de“ gross tonnage” ou capacité réelle. 

Les comparaisons pratiques quo nous ne cessons de faire entre le tonnage officiel net 
tes navires et leur cupacité réelle de transport constatée par le chargement effectif porte, 
Sonfirment toujours ce fait que les navires & vapeur atfectés au tratic par le Canal Maritime 
Bortent réllement des chargementssupéricurs au tonnage oficial inscit sur ours papers 

le bo 

La valeur d’ane tonne de marchandises étant en moyenne de 1,000 francs, Ia taxe de 
10 francs par tonne de capacité insetite dans I'acto de concession équivaut, por conséquent, 
41 pour cent de Ia valeur transportée, et comme c'est In marchandise qui paye to dee il 
Wen wuit que les plaintes d'armateurs dont on nous entretient quelquefois, sont dénuces de 
toute raison, surtout si l'on considére que depuis ouverture du Canal, Wassurance de la 
Marchandise codte 1 pour cent de moins quiauparuvant, ce qui fait, en definitive, que 
tout est bénéfice par le passage da Canal en le comparant avec eclui du Cap. 

D’ailleurs, le commerce le comprend si bien, que Ia houille, to scl et les produits les 
tmolns riches do l'Europe et les deorées les plus encombrantes de T'Asic, tellew que les 
Géréales, le riz, les grnines oléagineuses, fea cotons, ete., prennent. déja en grande. partio Ia 
Nouvelle voie. Nous avons constaté le transit un chargement de 1,100 tonnes de pétrole 
Provenant de New York A destination de Batavia 

132 navires ont passé le Canal pour la premiere fois en 1876, 

Voici la répartition des 1,457 navires transités, dont 759 entrés par la Méditerranée et 
698 par Ia Mer Rouge — 

1,042 stramern do commeroe. 
316 pow 

237 franeport de guerre 

1 Suche 

12 din 

10 corvettes 

4 fhogates 

2 calms. 

8 voile 

3 cannoalir 

$ draguce mario 

{ peas de vase 


2 ehualandsob-rapeer 
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La Société da Lloyd de Rotterdam a ajouté un pavire & sa flotte. La Hall Line a 
mis deux vapours nouveaux sur sa ligne de Liverpool & Bombay ; Ia Compagnie Allemande 
a avgmenté d’an steamer sa ligne de Hambourg aux ports Chinois; deax grands steamers 
ont acoru Ie flotte de In Compagnie Anglaise Peninsulaire et Orientale. LiOcean Steamship 
Company a transformé son service bi-mensuel en un service tri-mensuel vers In Chine ; Is 
City Line  augmenté de deux vapeurs sa ligne de Liverpool & Calcutta; deux vapears 
rouvenux ont également augmenté fe service de la Compagnie Espagnole entre Liverpool 
¢t Manile; TAnchor Line a éguitrement ongunisé un service entre Liverpool Bombay, 
fan moyen de ses steamers qui desservaient les lignes de I’Atlantique et de Ia Méditerranée 
In Compagnie Néerlandaiso Stoomvaaet Nederland a mis un vapeur de plos sur sa ligne de 
Nicuwe-Diep-Batavia. La Compagnie Italienne Rubattino, enfin, a repris le matériel da 
Lioyd Italien et rdorganiad an ligne de Géoes h Calcutta. 

Dans les premiers mois de année actuelle, les lignes Anglaises Glen et Castle, la 
Compagnie Expngnole et la Stoomvaart Nederland ont eneore nogmenté leur fotte. La 
Compagnie Rubatino n annoneé Ia prochaine exploitation d'une ligne trimestiele entre 
Genes, Singapore et Java, 

Le mouvement de Port Said, indépendamment des navires qui ont transité d'une mer 
 Vautre, a donné, en 1876, 1820 navires, dont 1768 vapours et Sz voiliers, 

Service du Domaine.—Le service da domaine comprend lo domaine particulier de lt 
compagnie et administration du domaine commun, c’est-a-dire l'appropriation et la vente: 
ddes terrains & bitit pour tous les établimsemonta compris dans la zone du Canal Maritime, 
favee Ie service fort important do Ia voirie publique. Les reeettes et les dépenses slo ee: 
service te partagent, par moitié, entre le Gouvernement et Ia Compagnie, anuf lea dépenses 
de la voirie et de In salubrité publique que le Khédive @ spontanément proposé do faire 
solder exconivement sur les produit revenant aa Gouvernement. 


Lea recettes totales du domaine commun pendant lexercice 1876 ont atteint le chiffre 
de 150,251 fr, 22 c. 


TA surface des termine vendus a été de 6,268-20 m, Le prix moyen du métre carr 
td de 46 fr. 66 ©. pour Port Said et de 8 fr, 8c. pour Ismailia, 

Les reeettes du domaine particulier xe sont élovées, pour 1876, 4 la somme dé 
315,963 fr, 55 0, 

‘Dans notte dernier voyage a Port Sufd, nous avons constaté gu'il y avait tiew do faire 
uune arses forte dépense, aux frais da domaine commun, pour assainir fa ville en remblayant 
au-dexsus du nivenu de la mer, Ia plus grande partie des terrains situés & Vouost, entet 
Vhopital et le village Arabe, et au sud, jusqu’a Vusine & 

“Tous ces terrnins en contre-bas de la mer ou asséchés A Ia suite du retmit des eaue 
du Lac Menaaleh, étaient reganiés comme trts-menggants, pour Jn, santé, publique, le 
Khédive et le Conseil d’Administration ont autorisé la dépense immédinte évalude 
141,000 francs. 

Le Khédive a, en outre, chargé Yadministrateur du domaine commun d'assurer le bo 
fonctionnement du service de la voitie ot de la salubrité publique. 

‘Service dex Eaus.—Les machines Ismailia ont refoulé pendant les douze mois dé 
Voxercice 1876, 323,671 métres cubes d’eau A Port Said ou dans les garages compris sur It 
ligne du Canal Maritime an nord d'Ismailia. 

‘La consommation d'eau douce est d'environ 26 pour cent plus élevée en été quiet 
hiver, 

Le total des recettes effectives a été, en 1876, de 96,558 fr. 45 c., soit 6,070 fr. 96 ¢ 


de u'en 1875, 

P Nous avons acheté, aux eachires publiques, au prix de 235,000 fr., sine de Ii 
Alstribution d'eau & Suez, tris-bel établissement qui avait codté plus dan million, do telle 
torte que désormais, sur toute la ligne du Canal Maritime de Port Said & Suez, Valimenta” 
tion d'eau douce de notre personnel at de nos machines nous appartient. Nous avons ave) 
Je Gouvernement Egyptien une convention pour alimenter sa gare de chemin de fer 
Suez, ses docks et ses établissements du port, 


A quelque point de vue que I’on se place, V'acquisition de Vusine et de la distribution 

Scaux de Suez est une bonne opération. Les revenus que donnait I'Ancienne Société 

Gsient supéricurs de 10 pour cent & notre prix dacquisition nets de tous frais. Ces 
Fevenuis ne peuvent qu'angmenter dans l'avenir. 

La Compagnie jouit d'ailleurs, la premiére, du bénéfice de cette exploitation, car elle 

2 ses Gablissements du terre-plein dé Suez de eau douce en abondanee, ce qui 

Augmente le bien-étre des employés, en permettant de eréer des jardins et de planter des 

areoues sur un terain brlé par le soleil, et qui était privé naturellement de toute espdee 

ion. 
prix d’achat de 'usine de Suez a été porté & un compte spécial qui devra s‘umortir 
1 moyen d'un prélévement annuel de 10 pour cent. Les peers rials Bol oatc 
‘*ssurent ce service d'amortissement, 


Situation Générale. 


En exécution de ta Convention da 21 Février, 1876, que vous avex approuvée le 
10 Janvier derni jos annoncé que la surtaxe splcile de transit caer diminuée 
5 Vinstrument final nous était diment notifié avant le l* Avril. 
notification nous ayant été faite en temps utile par la Porte Ottomane, la diminution 
40 c. a éte exnctement appliquée le 15 Avril. 

Les recettes du service du transit pendant les cing premiers mois de cette année 
Paeignent du développement constant de notre exploitation. Ces recettes se sont levies 
{istomme de 15,800,000 f., upéricure de 1,202,000 fr. au produit des cing premiers 

le Van dernier, soit 928 pour cent d'augmeotation, 

La guerre n'a done pas affects notre exploitation. Liinportance des intérdts qui 
pendent du livre 9 pasage du Canal des dea bees ta a pala Ge von garni 
reves’, MéPeque oi! le Gouvernement Fgyptien délégun, pour vingt-ing ans, tous les 
ed des 176,602 actions qu'il possédait, le Conseil Judicinire de notre Compagnie émit 
Go joutes sur le droit du Gouvernewmont Egyptien dassister, aveo des actions dépourvuee 

coupons, aux assemnblées, 

4 os termes des statuts, uno assemblée extraordinaire n’étant légalement constituée 
x , peveriion de représenter une quantité importante d'actions, Ia non-représontation 

7 eo actions du Gouvernement Egyptien était de nature A vous eréer quelque 

Le Conseil vous proposa, en conséquence, de modifier les statuts en co sans que le 

des actions dont In prévence est obligatoire pour constituer une axsomblée 
ardor, eurit 6 diminné- 

on Altesse le Khédive ne donna pas son approbation, ot fit connattre que, d'aprés 

Re, Spinion, a délézation qu'il avait faite, pour vlogt-tag années, des revenue ot rrodatts 

Ses 176,602 actions, n'avait porté aveune attointe A sou droit dassister aux astemblées 

tiles ot d'y voter avec un maximum de dix voix. 
bjt  ivgation de TArsemblee Générale du 24 Add, 1871, se trowvant ans sans 
nee actions de Son Alteste le Khédive furent udmises, tous droits réservés, & ln 
oa et aux votes oe aon Générales, avec us maximum de dix voix. 

_, Un arrangement somblable ext intervenu entze lo Gouvernement Majesté 

Britannique et votre Conseil d'Admlaisteation, mB pa <r 

Ba voit ts termes =— 

. Comme propriétaire et possrsseur des 176,602 actions que lui a cédées +0 
Akesie io Khédive, amorties oa non.amorties, le Gouvernement de sd Majesté Br cue 
a du droit de délibérer et, pour les dis vox stututaires, de voter dans es assemblées 
ei ds wctonnaires de ln, Compagnie de Sues, quelque soit Vobjet de la detibération 
6g," La mison d'etre do In stipulation précédlente ecssera naturellement le 1" Juillet, 
Sef. ct cette stipulation devienden nulls, avant le 1" Juillet 1804, le Gouvernement de 
mg ltieté, usant da droit qui lui appartiont de disposer des dites actions, cesse d'Qtre pro 

taire et possesseur d'un nombre quelconque des 176,602 actions, ot dans ce cus, 1es 
ft seront remises au méme et semblable at ot elles se trouvent notuellement, comme 
pose resent accord nlavuit pas existe, tous leurs droits respectifs eur demeuraut réservés 

£¢ cas, sans que les dits droits puissent étre compromis ou perdus soit par le présent 
{20r4, soit pur aucun fait quien serait 1a consGquence, soit par aucune prescription de 


“A. Le droit de détibération et de vote, tel que ce droit est défini aux présentes, sora 


par le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique en ee qui concerne les justi 
tatérielles prescrites par les status pour I'admission des ation na scenbiee 


‘ons 
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générales, au moyen d'une déclaration écrite, signée par le Secrétaire de la Trésorcrie 
Sa Majesté, constatant que toutes les 176,602 actions eéiées au Gouvernement Brit 
nique par gon Altesse le Khédive, amorties au non amorties, ont conticué et continuent 
tre la propriété et & se trouver en In possession du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté. 
dépbt de ce document devra ee fait tla Compagnie dans les délus statutsires auxqueli 
sont soumis les autres actionnaires, c'est-i-dire cing jours au moins avant la réunion d 
Vassemblée.” 

Nous avons également négocié avec le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique 
sujet de d'emploi du capital d’amortissement des actions Anglaises désignées par le so 
1 jouisance de ce capital d'amortissement devant, suivant opinion. de la Compa 
dénéficier aux délégataires jusqu'au moment od, la période de délégation étant éteinte, 
propriétaire de Vaetion dont les revenus ayaient été délégués rentrera dans Ja pleit 
possession de son titre, ila été convenu que Ie Gouvernement de Sa Majesté emploi 
spécialement en eonsolidés Je capital d'amortissement a fui remis, et que le revenu 
produira ce placement sera versé dans les caisses de la Compagnie au bénélice dex ddl 
zat 

Cot arrangement amiable a pleinement réservé In question de droit & propos d 
Inquelle des toutes avuient 66 émis. Mais en vue d’an débat possible od la question 
droit recevat une solution, il dé eonvenu. que, quelle que poate dre Hseae du dh 
juridique réservé comme facultatif, les sommes versées & ta Compagnie par le Gouvei 
‘ment de Sa Majesté Britannique, en exécution de accord amiable interven, demoureron 
equlaes aus dlegatalion, 

Nous vous avons déji signalé Nmportance qu’aura pour nous, V'achéverent du Ca 
Tamailiéh, reliant le Caire na Canal Maritime. La mise en exploitation de cette gra 
‘oie nouvelle de navigation intérieuro ot d'irrigation doit donner aux terrains du domall 

ia, une valeut plus grande, et elle sera en outre pour le Conal Maritim 
rel élément de trafic. 

Pour assurer dans le plus bref délai possible Vachevernent du Canal Ismalligh no 
niavons pas hésité A fournie  Ventrepreneur des travaux, avec toutes les garanties youl 
les tnoyens de terminer a tiche. Nous avous done utilisé vos néserves en avangadl 
2 Heotrepreneur du Canal Inmalith, contre une remise de titres, une somme d 
2,213,000 fe. 

‘Au moment ob des arrangements de direrses natures riégulatisaicnt, la. situatio 
financidre du Gouvernement Exyptien, nous avous négocié, d'accord aveo Ventrepre 
des travaux da Canal Ismatlidh, et avec le concours des Comminaires Européens, up 
convention qui assure & Fenteeprencur le payement de ses travaux ot A la Compagnio 
rembourvement de wea avancer 

Mréqulte de cette convention que to produit not des recettes A provonir du Cai 
et exclusivement affecté au payement de Ia dette conteuctée pat 

vue Vexcution da Cunal reliant Jo Caire au Lac Timah, IL 
€é en outre stipulé que, dans le cas ob, apri six anngea d'exploitation, le produit net ds 
reocttes n’aurait pas sufi au payement total, en principal et en intérdts, des travaux 
entrepreneur, la dete devrait immédiatement exile, J 

Une dépiche téégmphique nous annonce quuxjourdhai méme Veau du Nila & 
introduite dans Tes deux deruiers biete du Canal Ismuili¢h, et que la communicatio 
navigable ext dévortnais établic entre le Caire et notre port intéricur du Canal Maritime ad 
Lac Timah, 

Dans le courant da mols deenier, plasicurs actionnaires nous ont manifesté d 
inguiétudes au sujet de dangers que pourrait courir la liberté de navigation du Canal 8 
milieu des événements do guerre dont Orient est le thédtre. Nous nous sommes alot 
‘empressé d'aller nous entendre, & Londres, avec les Ministres de Sa Majesté Britanniqu 
sur une question aussi importante pour la Compagnie, 

Notre proposition de maintenir, par wn accord. géaéral, la liberté compléte de naviga 
tion qui avait existé dans le Canal de Suez depais son ouverture en 186, a 4¢ prise ef 
séricuse consulération et, A notre retour & Paris, Lord Derby a bien voulu nous faire cot] 
naitre Ia ddclorution suivante : 

‘Toate tentative de Sloquer ou entraver par un moyen quelconque le Canal ow 
approches serait envisagée, par le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté, comme une me 
pour ['Iude et comme un grave d pour le commerce du monde. D'apris 
deux considerations, tout acte semblable que Je Gouvernement de Sa Majesté espé 
et croit qu'aucun des deux belligérants ne voudrait commettre, serait incompatib 
avec Te maintien, par le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté, d’ane attitude de neut 
mseive.” 

PS Lord Lyons, en nous fhisunt cette communication, a sjouté que le Gouvernement &€ 
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a Reine serait heureux de voir quil est d'accord avec le Cabinet Francais dans tout ce qui 
concemne le Canal. 

Le Canal des deux mers, eréé par vos capitaux, soutenu par votre union et par votre 
pers  Festera en dehors des complications politiques, parce quil ext désormais 
indispensable aux relations de tous les peuples. 


Assemblée vote sur les questions suivantes portées a Tordre du jour : 
Assistent a I séance, 222 actionnaires représentant 211,229 actions. 


(A.)—Pote sur les conclusions du Rapport du Président, 


__ L’Assembiée, aprés avoir entendu Ia lecture do rapport faite par M. Ferd. de Lesseps, 
Président-Directour de la Compagnie, au nom du Conseil d'Administration, approuve ce 
Tapport. 


(B}—Vote sur la fization du Dividende, en Application des Articles 56 et 63 des Statuts. 


__ L'Assemblée, conformément aux propositions du Conseil d'Administration, fixe le 
de lexercice 1876 & 3 fr. 554 e. par action. 


(C.)—Vote sur les conclusions du Rapport de la Commission de vérification des Comptes de 
TEercice 1875. 


LiAssemblée, conformément aux propositions du Conseil d’Administration et aux 
‘Conclusions du rapport de la Commission de Vérification nommée par l'Assemblée Générale 
des actionnaires dans sa réunion du 27 Juin, 1876, pour examen des comptes, approuve 

comptes des recettes ct des dépenses présentés par l'adiministration de la Compagnio 
our Vexercice 1875. 


(D)—Application de U’Article 26 des Statuts. 


L’Assembiée nomme membres du Conseil d’ Administration :— 


: MM. fe Comte A. de Gontaut. 
Peghoux. 
Rivers Wilson. 
(Administrateurs sortants.) 


{E.)}Nomination d'une Commission de vérification pour Vexamen des Comptes de 1876. 


Vdmemtio deci _ ; ig 
comptes des dépenses et des recettes de Vexercice 1876 sont renvoyés a examen 
une Commission de wériheation, pour le rapport en Gtr préseaté 4 VAsserbige Générale 
‘sa réunion ordinaire de 1878, 
Sont élus membres de cette Commission 
MM. Castel, 
Peltier, 
Razy, 
‘Tourneux, 
Villeneuve, 


Rapport de la Commission de Verification des Comptes.—Exercice 1875, 
Messicurs, 

La Commission que 

1875, a Phonneur de venir aujourd'hui vous soumettre son 


wez. nommée, le 27 Juin, 1876, pour vérifier les comptes de 
appréciation. 

Nous devons tout d’abord constater une fois de plus que la comptabilité est établie 
vce une telle méthode que votre Commission a eu tous les éléments nécessaires pour se 
livrer a une vérifcation consciencieuse, qui lui a dlailleurs été facilitée par le concours 
Taree Vadministration. oe ; 

Sans entrer dans de longs développements, qui ne seruient que la répétition da rapport 
Tat cM Ie stehdent A votes, dinate sesanblas, nosis; UarGnk ipeertach en’ extraire 

ae ae eee caine eS Se = 
J 
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Comptes de UExereice 187 
et les dépenses se résument ainsi: 
17,946,547 fr. 13 ¢. 

‘Si nous détachons de eet enserable le compte spécial du transit, nous constatons, en 
le comparant } celui de 1874, une augmentation dans les recettes de 16 pour cent environ, 
alors que les dépenses du méme service ont augmenté de 5 pour cent seulement. 

ly alien de remarquer, en outre, que, malgré cette égére augmentation de frais 
pour le transit, les dépenses effectives de tous les services réunis sont en diminution sur 
celles de lexereice 1874. 

Tncentaire—Comparant Vinventaire général de_ 1875 A celui de 1874, nous voyons: 
figurer pour la premiére fois, sous le titre de “Réserve Statutaire,” un_prélivement de: 
55,879 fr. 43 c., repréentant 5 pour cent des bénélices nets de l'exercice et marquant. 
notre premier p la voie des dividendes; en effet, les bénéfices de Tannée 1875, 
dont nous vous tendons compte, se sont élevés A 1,061,709 fr. 35 ¢., somme répartie 
conformément nax statuts. 

Une sotnime de 2,148,373 fr 44 c, @ été inscrite sous le titre de “Fonds Spécial 
provenant de I'Exercice 1874;” elle est destinée, conformément & Ia proposition da 
Conseil approuvée par vous, A assurer, sil y avait Ticu, le réglement de nos dépenses 
ordinaires et A pourvoir & des dépenses extraordinaires ou imprévues sans grever exception 
nellement les exorcices pendant lesquels oes besoins se procaisios, 

‘Suivant usage des deux années précddentes, Hl n Gté préloré, pour le fonds de 
renouvellement da matériel 250,000 fF. qui, apris avoir été employés jusqu’s concurrence 
de 135,140 fr. 20 6., ont porté de 600,000 fr. 614,819 fr. 71 ¢. Ia somme disponible aa 


‘Aux termes du rapport sur cet exercice, les recettes 
Recettes, 30,844,635 fr. 91 c.; dépenses, 


trois ‘premiers timges" Ia somme de qui, 
repréventant Ia valeur du solde der bons ‘qui sont dans le portofouille de Is 
Compagnie, constitue en son entier le capital de 8,000,000 fe, portion non émisé 
des dits bons. 

Ti ressort de cos quelques observations tirées de Naventaire général au $1 Décembrey 
1876, que nous aviona A cette epoque une ressource do 10,819,072 fr. 57 c., partie: 
disponible et partic réalisable aveo votre assentiment, pour fhire thee, s'il y avait lieu, at 
reglement de dépenses ordinaires, extraordinaires ou imprévues, ‘ 

‘Toutes les pices jostitieatives ont été examinges par nous avee attention, et & part 
quelques observations portant simplement sur des opérations d'ordre, nous avons reconaa 
1a parfaite régularité des comptes, 

‘Nous vous disons avee conflance, comme Vont fait nos prédécesseurs, que toutes let 


pidces comnptables, établies conformément a la sage réglementation du Conseil, par det 


‘auxquels nous devons nos éloges, ne Iaissent rien & désirer sous le 
netteté et de l'exactitude, 
Messiours, votre Commission de vérification, & Tunanimité, ® 
lapprouver les comptes de 1875. 
Commission -— 
MM. Castel, 

Peltier, 

Razy, 

Tourneux, 

Villeneuve. 


chefs et des emplo 

double rapport de 
En conséquenc 

Vhonneur de vous pro 
Les membres de 


Payement du 37™ Coupon d' Action. 


Intérét. 


Le coupon d'intérét d'action No. 37, échéant le 1 Juillet, 1877, sera payé, & cette 


date, au sidge administratif de la Compagnie, Rue Clary, No. 9, et chez les correspondant® 

Par application de Ja loi du 29 Juin, 1872, et des dispositions non abrogées des 
lois antéricures sur les titres des sociétés étrangéres, ce coupon subira une retenue dé 
1 fr. 299. 


Dividdende. 
L'sgsomblée du 6 Juin ayant fixé, sur la proposition du Conseil d'Administration, 
Gividende de Vexercice 1876 & 3 fr. 55} ¢. par action, le coupon d'action & payer le 1 Juillet 
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R mnjosé de 9 Ge 56} cy moins Ix déiuetion de Vimptt de 9 pour cent, ov 
En conséquence, le coupon dlaction No. 37 échéant le 1 Juillet, s’évern & la som 
Rette totale de 14 fr. 72 c. for] of Sapa 


Actions de Jouissance. 
Coupon No. 2. 


Le coupon No. 2 d'action de jouissance & mettre en payement le 1 Juillet sera de 
3. 554 c., moins la déduction de VimpOt de 3 pour cent (0106 fr.) net 3 fr. 45 0, 


Payement du 16" Coupon de Délégation. 
Intérét. 


Le coupon d’intérét de délégation No. 16, échéant le 1 Juillet, 1877, sera ie, 
cette ie wu siége administratif de la Compagnie, Rue Clary, No. 9, ot cae te 

ts. 

Par application de la loi du 29 Juin, 1872, et des dispositions non abrogées des lois 
FMeeares sur les tres des socités'rangtres, ce coupon subira une retenue de 
Diwidende, 

L'Assemblée du 6 Juin ayant fixé, sur la proposition du Conseil d’Adminiatration, le 
Mividende de exercice 1876 43 fr. 55} c. action, la revenant & chacune des 
120,000 datégations émises, sur le total des dividendes attribuables aux 176,602 actions 

0s délégations représentent, sera de 5 fr. 23 c., moins la déduction de l'impdt de 

Pour cent ou 0-157 fr. 


En conséquence, le coupon de délégation No. 16, échéant le 1 Juillet, s'élévera A In 
tome nett totale de 16 fr. 40} & _ 


Délégations de Jovissance. 
Coupon No 2. 


Le coupon No.2 de deégation de jouistance , metre en payement le 1 Juillet, 


‘era de § fr. 23 c., moins les déductions poor impéts (0 fr. 59} ¢.) net 4 fr. 634 c. 


Les coupons ne sont payés chez les correspondants de la Compagnie, A I'étranger, 
‘orl presentation des titres. Po ps ger, que 


Parts de Fondateurt, 


Les 71 pour cent des bénéfices nets réservés aux actionnaires les statuts 
{srmtiant, avec approbation de I'Assemblée Générale du 6 Juin, la distribution d'un 
ide de 3 fi. 56) c. par action, les 10 pour cent de ces mémes bénéfives réservés aux 
{Priateurs de Ventreprise par les status, donnent, comme part dun millidme, une somme 
194 fr. 28 c., impdt de 3 pour cent déduit. 


Excompte de Coupons, 
Les coupons d'intérét et dividende a échoir le 1 Juillet prochain, savoir >— 


Net. 


Fr 
1679 
45, 
va 
4 
19438 
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Sont escomptés & la caisse de Padministration de la Compagnie, & Paris,9 Rue Clary Ce tirage comprendra 1,644 délégations, qui seront remboursées, le 1 Juillet suivant, 
partir du 7 Juin, raison de 5 pour cent I'an. I] #raison de 500 fr. ane, it Ia Caisse de la Compagnie, 
Il sera délivré, dans un dési de quinze jours, 4 dater du remboursement, aux 
Propriétaires de délégations amorties, un nombre égal de délégations de jouissance, conformé- 
‘Tanteav de In Réduction d’Escompte que subit chaque Coupon suivant le jour du Meut aux conditions de l'émission, 
Payement. 


Les listes des obligations et des dégations qui sortirout au tirage du 15 Juin s 
Publiges dens le numéro du * Bulletin” qui paraitea le 22 Juin 


Fr 
oous.ase ooysse 
040 368 ota Comple de  Exercice 1876. 
0°044,352 0-010,406 ents ets ter 
010320 0-000.460 
o-oas.304 o-008.987 
030.288 roost ‘ 
ooanass eset Charges Sac, , 
0-007,568 . a rs 
Sean pes tive dow Ogos = as 080.987 
Soo. caries Nepal 
cues ree atavate dea Thue Trestenaine 
a Seer ‘Amoruasemeat dew Hone Trentensires 3 
Gussive ere Ghargee snaoctce dee Obligations et dcx Bone Trentensires 108106 30 
Controle da Gouvernement Fey $0,000 00 
Ganges emnoclen deo Tired 


Dérasses. 


fe iujion Conlin 
sete Tanase ss 
Dilgaions, : : 

neu yar 
De Capita | De Toutmnoes- 


¥ % 
cori | ootaaw Mninatain Ofntrle. Cold Adina 
costae | votes "Permneet : 
towne | woiaoro Pras” divers." Anew Ola. Do 
costco | vont ee 
commis | cores Ke . 
Soiaso | cottase sod ls dvr de Agence Buprewe 
vosnass | oonoims Serio au 
deacon | 90106 
Soonsss 
comis | doonase 
voaroco | door Pomona fal dior as aan 
Geaknos | cones Trlloacs des arin Rin 3 oppo err 
01022,550 ‘Appropriation des terrain. Création. dee vote 7 
mace aes saier as 
ees Lents oes po 
ultere . 140,007 56 
—— sm 


4812 00 
——— 1pm 


eevee du Domaine, 


oasatte Serio ds Tron t ele oan 
eons Teena pep ee. 
cise Reeegasnat a poem eee 
Saoses Se ay tien, Pata ain 
ood rg a ne rag 
Sines ae oy os mp en 
0-425,004 ———_ 1,989,079 
Soe 
Sages 
oainsce Cauetekecee —., ee 
omnes Poole de il it de il it 
oaears4 ahve sSosar. | 

200.008 


Service de P Batrotien, 


Serica des Ba 
Trente-Sisidme Tirage des Obligations. Silenced Daswtdtsen Sele 
ora ae é ; ; Chatto, ‘MatiéresRatreden et grosos rlpara 
Le tronte-sixidme tirage des obligations avec primes et lots aura liew le 15 Juity Recoevellement do mattis. 


midi, Rue Clary, No. 9, & Paris. 199,829 89 


Dépenses de U Bxercioe 1876 eS 12H,68 12 
[Depeases eur les Exereices clo 1872, 1873, 1874, et 1875 37381 


Huititme Tirage des Délégations. 
rage iy Total dee Dipenses ss ee oes - WeaTa,0a9 34 


Le huitiéme tirage d'amortissement des délégations aura liew le Vendredi 15 Jt 
imumédiatement apres fe tirage trimestiel des obligations, Rue Clary, No. 9, a Paris 
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Racerris 
Service Finascier, 


Produits des placements temporaires des fonds disponibles, 
Recaes de banque. Change de mona Hecettes 
Hiverses as * 


Service du Domaine. 


Produits du domaine commun Es 
Produits du domaine particulier < 200,815 87 
Reprise nur In participation du Gouvernement Berpti 
iaffisance des produitedu domaine comman en 1876.. 96,100 87 
———._ san 
Service ds Transit of de la Navigation. 


ecotten du transit Fre 
27,631,545 80 


25,442,300 94 

1,825,178 0 

TOS LOT 54 

Stationuement se f 40,7 14 
‘Trac ou trepors [par le matériel dela 

‘Compagie— P 
Voyageurs a= s : 23,119 10 
Momagerion fo se aaa 70 


Location du matiriel lottant et reoettes divurnen.. os 


Servioe de P Batrotion 

ecetin diverse» pemb eyedles 
Service dos Bas. 

Yourvitures d'eau. Euabllmement de prises d'eau. Recettes diverves 102,031 30 

Recetten de YExerico 1876 e aian702 44 


Mocettos sur les Bvereices elon 1079, 1874, eC 18752. 30,931 91 
“Total dew Recetten 2. wy 1174004 35 


60,072 41 


Digan do Fearn 
rit doe Titres de Coapoas Covsclidie 
Tauardte da Capital Sooial 
‘Anvortserent ee Actions aiftrent 1 VBxereice 
TOM DOSE AE aS: aca) ene insy) 108,000 00 


Rrxeidant des Recetice 5 <» 2108390 01 
Réserve Statutaire 6 pour cent (Art. 00) 105.416 60 
Wentfce ot, eee - 002,918 91 

Ripartition Statutaire den Béntfers Nets (Art. 63). 


3 
ro 
% 


088 37 
40,058 37 


2,002,018 61 


er 
Inventaire Général aw 31 Décembre, 1876. 


Aen. 


Dipenses reprisentant le Pris de Revient du Cane! Maritime au 31 Diécombre, 18 


Déipenses constaties & Maventaire Général an 31 Dicembe, 1875 ++ 472,186,070 68 
Dépenses augmentation et @améicration du Canal ex 1876. onal 8 


Toul eee 472,799,557 46 
Actif wwicant Extimation 


® Pes 
Domicilo Administeatif et Siege Social— 
Blea de la Compagnie A Paris. 
Motilier et matériel dee bureatx— 
Paris 
Alexandie : eames et risidences +- 
1,058,570 38 
Service da Duensine— 
‘Terrains, valeur 
‘Bitiments| 
Mobilier, matériel 
3,080,485, 
Service du Transit, de la Navigation, et 
du Tilégraphe— 
Mobitier et matériel des bara 13,450 35 
Matériel et outllage em service <> 430,504 68. 
Ayprovisiounements divers. - 112,002 83 


Rotretico, Matériel et Maguaine— 
Mobidir et matérial des bureaux 24,703 03 
Matériel et outllage en service 6051.87! 08 
Approviioutanents divers. 


Service dee Bau— 
Mobile 
Gms, reservoirs et apparels wise 


Mieenw wakes 


11,281,066 98 


Praia do premier Hablimement . 
5,298,196 40. 
2,813,003, 8 


04,018.00 34 
Actif, Diaponitte ow Rialivalte 


Guinan, Rangue do Prance, t Sociétis de Crédit 6,892,995 01 
Porufoullle - 029801 60 
Agence d’Alexandrie a 
Debiteurs divers ou divers comptes courants dabiteurs 
Mandstedecevoit se ee eee 4977 15 
19,800,286 39 

Bone dintérite ariérés d'actions— 

‘Noa réclamée par los ayants droit = 27,120 00. 

Part affcctbe as fonds wpivial 'amortimement des dillgn- 


Adtif Rivero 


$0,000 Boos Treatensires non Sais, doot— 
76,006 en portefeal = 
3,304 amorts par lee quaire premiers timges.. 


521,558,076 73 











(Capital social, 400,000 nctions & 500 fe iy 
Convolidation'Wintéréta arriéeés actions, 400/000 bons 3 
15 fe 2 x ee 
Emprunt do 1867-68, 233,289 obligations dmines & 400 fe 
Emprust de 1871, en boos treatensire— 
00 Gee &'100 f. 
80,000 réservés & 100 fe 


Crtanciers div 
Solde ceeant 40 aur lew coupons dl 
Solde reatant dO wur lee ‘coupoos Wubligations mis <u 
olde restant da aur ea coupons de has treatennines mis 
peyernent 
ie revtant da 
reant ld 


0 sur les pits de fosdateurs 2. 
lo restant di sur vbligatlous appeliee au rembournc> 
fe vestant dd bur lew boos appelés au remboursement - 

40 vur lew dalgutions xppeléce au rem- 
oursenient ‘ See . 
olde rertant aS sur lev notions apjeldee wn revournen 
reuduen pour compte he divers . 
i vendues pour compte de divers 
Obligations vendace pour eon 
Bes 


omptos courants Gréanciers.- 


vial poresent ds Pema 4. 

Comer Ser S304 toma eat ey, nee par 
In ganspeaka apices . 
You Jo rapurebanunt fe aba = 


Total du Passif Peat To 
Soli des coupons consolidds von prisatis & Féchange -. 
Fonds spéeial duortisement de délégatioon 


Prolite et pertee— 
Tidwifices net de exoreloo 1876 & répartir rs 
Diference en faveur de lack reportée pour balance ot 

représentact les produits rélings pendant In période de 
onstruction et de preiaier dtablisement 


m0273 4 


4,861,160 00. 


70,282 7: 
405,291 


14,975 
3 


1.190,800 


230,800 
AUs18 
10 
“ 
1s 
1o7.a41 36 
424,385 21 
1,589,000 10 
9,189,700 38 


161,205 98 
2.48, 


330,400 00 
ans9.3e2 40 


Pree’ 
227,120 00 


8,088,270 00, 


2,002,913 41 


14n.a17.920 34 


sai Asore 73 


69 
Recerres ov Paoprirs Réartets ram ta Coxragsre [Pexpuxr x'Extovrroy nu Cama 


roe Oe 


Sevoirs 
Recettes antéricures a la constitution de la Compagnie. 
Indenaité. payée par le Vico-Rei, confarmément Ia een- 
tence Impérialo du 6 Juillet, 1864... 4 
Prix des cemsions faire au Gouvernement Bayptian par ia 
‘Convention du 23 Avril, 1869, et raglement de comptes 
igaiens) ene eee 080000000 


6,504 88 


14,000,000 00 


La valeur des Magasios de Damicte neti antéricuremen 
Percontat ssw pene 285.400 20 
20,744,830 80 

Prodaitede paeeseatstemporsres de fondle <- 30,103,880 13 

Predeite pts dee vertes da Doseaine, sioir?— 

Cemion de TOunly +n = 

ais 7 ee 
vince! de 'scqustio, Je mobile, Ye mathrnt ot 
‘cbetractions dat de fe Compognic et indent 
Ficenelement du personnel ny 8 ot 


10,000,000 00 


99,951 99. 
‘38,003 81 
———__1648,445 80 


Mle ess 
‘Terrain divers 


Receties des services — 
‘De la Construction 401 70 
Du Transit + 4,401,049 08 
De Santé it 17410 41 
De la Porto ot du Tilégraylve 18707 67 

oe nnsA8 03 


1149aa 96 


148,817,920 04 


‘The Earl of Derby to the Suex Canal Directors. 


(No. 22. Commercial.) 

tlemen, Foreign Office, Juno 14, 1877. 

1 TRANSMIT to you berewith, for such observations as you may have to of 

upon, a note, with its inelosure, from the Austro-Hungnrian- Ambassador at-this 
Court, calling attention to certain cases in whieh the Suez Canal Company are alleged to 
have continued the practice, since the 15th April lust, of remeosuring vessels passing 
through the Canal when provided with a special certificate of measurement, and expressing 
the hope of the Austro-Hungarian Government that an arrangement may be come to 
between Her Majesty's Government and the Canal Company, with a view of putting a stop 
to the practice in question. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "DERBY. 


No. 112. 
Mr. Lister to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 18, 1877. 
THE Earl of Derby referred to the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company 
Your letter of the 26th ultimo, relative to the dues claimed by that Company in the caso of 
the tenders Prompt” and “ Hasty ;" and in now transmitting to you, by his Lordship's 
ion, a copy of w despatch on this subject from the British Directors,* for such 
Observations as the Board of Admiralty may have to offer thereupon, T am to request that 
‘ill call ther Lordships attention tothe letter fom this Ofies of the 4th December 
, inclosing a copy of Colonel Stokes’ despatch of the 26th November, which is now 

"fered to by the Brtish Commissioners 
Tam, &e. 
V. LISTER. 


T 
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No. 113. 
Mr. Vivian to the Bart of Derby.—(Received June 17.) 


(No, 168, Political.) 
iy Lord, Cairo, June 8, 1877. 
WITH reference to my despatch Political, No. 160, of the 3rd instant, respecting the! 
regulations to be adopted for the Suez Canal, I have the honour to inclose, for your 
Lordships information, a eopy of the despatch that the Khedive will address to-day 
the Grand Vizier, stating the manner in which the Egyptian Government 
out the orders of the Porte, with due consideration for the declaration o 
Government as regards the navigation of the Suez Canal during the present war. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) C. VIVIAN. 


Inclosure in No. 113, 
Despatch to be addressed by the Khedive to the Grand Vizier. 


LE Gouvernement Anglais me fit une communication dans un sens identique & celui 
w'il it au Gouvernement Impérial aa sujet de sa manigre de voir sur Ix navigation da 
anal de Sue, dans lo moment actuel, 
opinion émise par le Gouvernement de la Reine me pariissant conforme aux 
incipes posts par le Gouvernement Impérial et & 'exprit des instructions de votre Altes 
, We #latu quo ante bellum, pour Je passage de neutres, des ordres viennent 4’ 
donnée en conséquence aux wutorites compétentes. 4 i 
Dans le cas, dsillours peu. probable, ot un bitiment de guerre ennemi tenterait dé) 
vive forve le passage du Canal, je me conformerai aux instructions de votre Altesse ot I 
demanderai en temps opportun, autant que possible, envoi sur les lieax de bitiments 
Ja Marine Impériale pour empécher cette tentative en dehors des eaux du Canal, dl 
Quant aux bitiments de commerce Russes, le Gouvernement Egyptien fera co qu'il 
‘épeniira de lui pour suivre aussi exnetement que possible la ligne de conduite trcée p 
le Gouvernement Impérial sans porter aucune interruption A Ia navigation des neutres 
e Canal. 


No, 114. 
‘The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Lister—(Received June 21.) 


Sir, Admiralty, Sune 20, 1877. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 18th ultimo, inclosing a copy of a further 
despatch from the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company, relative to the propose 
exchange of land at Port Said, I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the) 

ralty to inform you that they sce no objection to the proposal of the Company being! 

fiuitely accepted, subject to the conditions stated in my letter of Sth March last. 

Lords desire, however, to take this opportunity of calling the Earl of Derb 

attention to the correspondence which took place between Colonel Stanton and Nub 
Pasha, in 1872, with regard to the issue of a hodget (oF title) to the land now about to bf 
ven 
wren PPppears. that the Khedive's Government declined to grant tho title until the 
contemplated reform of the judicial institutions of Egypt should be carried into effects 
No further steps seem to have been taken in the matter since then, and so far as mf 
Lords are aware, the hodget has never been issued, 

It would perbaps be prudent, therefore, that the Exyption Government should be! 
consulted on the proposed transfer and their prosont viows with regard to the tit 
ascertained, beth = uicent 

‘Tho Intest information which my Lords have received on this subject is contained it! 
Lord Enfield’s letter of July 12, 1872! 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "ROBERT HALL. 
ee 


No, 115. 
Mr. Reilly to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 21.) 


My Lord, 21, Delahay Street, Westminster, June 20, 1877. 
1 RECEIVED Lord Tenterden’s letter of the 13th of this month, stating that, with 
to my Reports of the 24th and 30th May, he was directed by your Lordship to 
transmit to me, for my opinion, « despatch from the British Directors of the Suez Canal 
ing suggestions for the settlement of the questions as to the appointment, 
‘of a Representative of Her Majesty's Government in the Suez Canal Company and the 
Gettifcate to be given by the Treasury of the possession of the shares, 
‘The Britist: Directors state in their despatch referred to that M. Charles de Lesseps 
the case of two important French Companies who admit the representatives of 
Other Companies holding shares to yote in their meetings, without being themselves 
harcholders in their individual capacities; and that be maintained that, this being the 
Well-established and recognized practice in France, there can be no need of a speci 
tatute; they therefore suggest that the opinion of M. Treitt should be taken on this point 
French procedure. 

Teoncur with the British Directors in this suggestion. 

Article 16 of the Agroement between the Viceroy of Egypt and the Suez Canal 
Company, signed at Cairo, 220d February, 1866, which Agreement overrides the Statutes 
of the Company where it differs therefrom, provides that, the Company being Egyptian, it 
W§ governed by the laws and usages of the country (that is, of Egypt); at the samo time, 
ig What regards its coustitution as a Company, and the relations of the members of the 

pany amongst themsclves, itis, by a special agreement. regulated by the Iaws which 
fa France govern " sociétés anonymes.".. The-exnct point, therefore, to be submitted to 

‘Treitt is this: whether the laws whic in France govern "' sociétés anonymes” authorize 

Inemnbors of a “société anonyme” to daregard or ut aside by their practice a provision 

the statutes of the “société” expressed in the terms of the concluding paragraph of 
Atticle 48 of the Statutes of the Suez Canal Company ? 

M. Treitt should be informed of the names of the two Companies referred to, and it 
Saal shown that they are ‘ sociétés anonymes,” and he should have before him their 

tes, 


On the second point, the British Directors state that M. Charles de Lesseps 
4 expedient which would remove any doubts as to the strict legality of the arrangements 
‘hich the certificate of the Secretary to the Treasury ia to be given, namely, by 
Sonstituting the Bank of England one of the representatives of the Company empowen 
Under Articles 8 and 48 of the Statutes to certify to the deposit of shares for the purpose 
f qualifying sharcholders to attend mectings, and they propose to request the Company 
take the necessary steps to give effect to this arrangement, 

T understand that the shares of Her Majesty's Government are now, in fact, kept at 
the Bank of Englnd, the Governor and Company of the Bonk bolding then as the 
bankers or agents of Her Majesty's Government, What is now proposed amounts to this, 
that for a period of about a week, at least, before each generalfmeeting of the Sucz Canal 
ame nd until after the meeting is over, the Governor and Company of the Bank 
thould hold the shares, not as the bankers or agents of Her Majesty's Government, but as 
presenting the Suez Canal Company. (The object of the arrangements on this subject 
inthe Statutes is to ascertain and fix the shareholders for the purposes of cach meeting, 
the shares being trinsferable by mere delivery.) Some instrument would havo to issue 
from the Lords of the ‘Treasury to the Governor and Compauy of the Bank before nnd 
Alter cach mecting, to change the nature of the custody of the shares, unloss, which may 
be doubted, a general direction ia that behalf would sutice. 

It was with a view mainly to the avoidance of empty forinalities of this kind that the 

ion was made by me (which was adopted by the Council of the Company) that a 
SStifieate of the Secretary to the Treasury of the continuance of the possession of the 
shares by Her Majesty's Government should be sufficient. This suggestion, it is trae, 
8 originally made as part of a proposal for a formal modification of the Statutes, to 
‘over all lars of the armngement between Her Majesty's Government and the 
Company. ‘The Council of the Company, however, continue (for no strong reason that I 
‘Sa discover) to object to a formal modification of the Statutes. It may, then, be expe- 

for Her Majesty's Government to agree to this new proposal, which, afier all, only 

Nes to putting Her Majesty's Government in the like position with other shareholders in 

‘The arrangements of the Statutes have, your Lordship will observe, the effect of 
# No, 98, 





making the shares in the Company 
period of deposit; bat this considerat 
ment in the present circumstances. 


alienable, or, at least, untransferable, during the) 
is not of importance to Her Majesty’s Govern 


Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) FRANS, S. REILLY. 





No. 118. 


‘Mr. Lister to Mr. Lingen. 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 21, 1877. 

1 AM directed by the Earl of Derby to transmit to you herewith copies of the core 
spondence noted in the margin* relative to the objections which have been raised by tt 
French Government to the proposals of Her Majesty's Goverament as set forth in hi 
Lordship's Circular despatch of the Ist February last, for arriving at an understanding with 
the Suez Canal Company as regards certificates of tounage, and Tam to request: that 
laying these papers before the Lords of Her Majesty's Treasury, for such observations 
their Lordships may have to offer therenpon, you will state that Lord Derby now propose 
to instruct the British Directors to come formally to an agreement with the Company of 
the points in dispute. 7 

Tam, &, 
(Bigned) "TV. LISTER. 


No, 117. 
Mr. Lister to Lord G. Hamilton, 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 21, 1877. 

WITH reference to your letter of March 20, { am directed by the Earl of Derby 
transmit to you, for the information of the Seeretary of State for India in Council, 
of a further report by the British Directors of i 
levied _on the Indian Government steamer “ 
‘Suez Canal.* 

Tam to request that you will state to the Marquis of Salisbury that, if if 
of the Indian Government to press for the repayment of the sums which aro stated 1 
have been paid in excess, it would, ia Lord Derby's opinion, be advisable to take the 
which are suggested by the British Directors 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) ‘T. V. LISTER. 


ae ee 


No. 118, 
Mr. Lister to Mr, Parrer. 


Foreign Office, June 21, 1877. 

WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 18th ultimo, Tim directed by the! 
Farl of Derby to transmit to you herewith copies of a despatch and of its inclosure from 
flor Majesty's Ambassador at Patis,t containing the rejoinder of the French Goveromedt 
to the observations addressed to them on the part of Her Majesty's Government in reg 
to the arrangement which it i desired to effect with the Suez Canal Company respecting | 
certificates of tonnage. 

Talso inclose a copy of despatch on this subject from the British Directors of th 
Company, and I am to request that in Inying these papers before the Lords of Trade, fof 
such observations as they may have to offer thereupon, you will acquaint their Lordshipe 
that Lord Derby now proposes to instruct the Directors to come formally to an agrecut 
with the Company on the points in dispute. " 

Tam, &¢ 


(Signed) V. LISTER. 
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No. 119. 
The Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 22.) 


80.25. Commerci) 
ty Lon, London, June 21, 1877~ 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch 
No. 22, Commercial, of the 14th instant, forwarding for our observations a note with its 
inclosure from the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador expressing a hope that an arrangement 
Bay soon be come to between Her Majesty's Government and the Suez Canal Company 
with a view to putting @ stop to certain irregularities of the Company's officials in 
the Canal. 

‘The Austro-Hungarian Government are probably under the impression that the 
‘egotiations with the Canal Company on the subject of these irregularities were commenced 
in April. We have the honour to point out that, on account of the want of concurrence 
of the French Government in the proposals of Her Majesty's Government, the negotiations 
‘Were not set on foot until quite recently. ‘They are even now only on an informal footing. 

we go over to Paris on the Ist proximo, we shall probably find the Company 

Erp’ te scons the pints we submitted to them at our Inst visit, but, unless we are 

the mean time instructed to give our proceedings an official character, we shall not be 

to advance the matter very fir. As pointed out in our No. 23, Commercial, of the 

12th instant, the best way of bringing over the French Government is probably by first 
convincing the Company. 

We have, &e, 
(Signed) J. STOKES, 
C. RIVERS WILSO! 


No, 1194. 
‘The British Suez Directors to the Earl of Derby-—(Received June 22.) 


(ie. 25. Commercial.) 
ly Lord, London, June 21, 1877. 


IN returning tho inclosed letter from the Secretary of the Peninsular and Oriental 
i= ‘which has been referred to us for our observations, we think it right to draw your 
hip's attention to the concluding ps h, in which reference is made to the under 
taking given by M. de Lesseps to Colonel Stokes that vessels passing through the Canal 
ild not only not be re-measured, but should pay their duce on their papers without any 
Verification. 
As the principle of verification has now been admitted by Her Majesty's Government, 
4nd is one of the principal concessions imade in the arrangement which we have laid before 
the Suez Canal Company, and as this concession appears likely to meet with some opposi 
tion from the shipowners of this country, we think it right to point out to your Lordship 
that the principle laid down hy the Constantinople Commission, and so long contended 
for ty Colonel Stokes, wus not akandoned until tho Board of ‘Trade declared that the veri- 
n of special Suez certificates could not be made by their surveyors. 
‘The whole position of the question was fully stated in Colonel Stokes’ No, 56 of the 
6th August, 1876, a copy of which is herewith inclosed, and the passage marked. 
We are, &e. 
(Signed) "J. STOKES. 
, RIVERS WILSON. 


No. 119», 


Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 22.) 
fs 187.) 
elegraphi 
"ANS 


Constantinople, June 2 
R to my note about the Suez Canal just received. Follow 


if F 
assents to view of Her Majesty's Government relating to the free passage of the 
for all neutral vessels. As regards hostilities in’it and its approaches, the Porte 


‘tates that, as the Canal is part of the Ottoman Eupire, and has mever been declared 

Neutral, they cannot permit access of enemies' ships to it. ‘They bave 

Protect ee from the approach of enemies’ ships (figures omitted). Rights of 
827) U 





“4 


‘Turkey and any of her prerogatives as a territorial Power. Copy of note will be senf 
to-morrow by post. 
Sj  esSsS<C—CSS 
No. 120. 
‘The Earl of Derby to Colonel Stokes and Messrs. Rivers Wilson and Standen. 


(No. 23. Commercial.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, June 23, 1877. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 20, Commercial, of the 15th ultimo, I 
transmit to you herewith, for your information, a further letter from the Admiralty 
relative to the proposed exchange of and at Port Said. 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) DERBY. 


OS 
No. 121 
Mr, Liater to Mr, Farrer. 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 23, 1877, 

1 AM directed by the Earl of Derby to transmit to you w despatch from the British 
Suez Directors, relative to the question of the re-measurement of Peninsular and Oriental 
vesuols * and Tam to request that, in laying the above despatch before the Lords of Tradey 

‘ou will move thelr Lordaips to favour Lard: Derby with" suck obsevetons they may 
have to offer thereupon. 
Lam, &e. 


(Signed) T, V, LISTER. 


No. 129, 
Lord Lyons to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 25.) 
(No, 584,) 


My Lord, Paris, June 23, 1877. 
' HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship an article which has appeared i 
the Paris newspaper “Le Monitour Universel of this day's date. {t comments upon i 
report, which it says has come from London, that the Porte bas proposed to cede to Her 
Majesty's Government its territorial rights over the Suez Canal for a sum of 25,000,000 ffs 

(1,000,001, sterting). 

sur Universel” is an entirely unofficial newspaper, but for nearly three 
ws been believed to be in close communication with the Preach Foreiga 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) LYONS, 


Inclosure in No, 122. 
Extract from the “ Moniteur Universel” of June 23, 1877. 


IL nous arrive de Londres un bruit qui n 
nous paralt important de x proposd av 
Gouvernement Anglais de lui eéder pour 29,000,000 fr. les * droits territoriaux” du Sultaa 


Nous ferons remarquer, d'shord, que le Sultan na plus de droits territoriawx em 
Bgypte, depuis qu’en 1840 1 Sublime Porte, aveo Vasseutiment et la sanction des Puis- 
sances, a fait de In Vice-Roynuté d'Bgypte Vapanage exclusif et hévédit 


Mahomet Ati. 
i mattre de I'Eypte et, par conséjuent, des terrains 
iucz (car Ia frontivre de I'Ezypte est encore A deut 
journges de marche d'EL-Arich), » mis en exploitation commune avec Ia Compagnie 
Canal de Sucz, pour quatre-vingt dix-neuf ang, les terrains qui bordent le Canal des deuX 
cdtés, sur toute sa longueur, 


de la famille de 


Tl faudrait done, pour que la nouvelle de Londres pitt se réaliser, d'une part, que le 
Saltan actuel reprit au Khédive d’Ezypte les droits héréditaires qu'il tient dela Sublime 
te depuis 1840, avec Ia sanction des Paissances, et, d'autre part, qu'un nouveau code 
Penuit la vente, par un Souverain, a son profit, des propriétés particnliéres qui existent dans 
son Empire. 


aS eee he 
No. 128, 
Lord Tenterden to Mr. Lingen. 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 26, 1877, 
T AM directed by the Earl of Derby to transtuit to you herewith, to be laid before 
Lords of the Treasury, a copy of a despatch from the British Directors of the Suez 
nal, containing suggestions for the settlement of certain points in connection with the 
Sppointment of a Representative to attend the general meeting of the Suez Canal Company 
60 behalf of Her Majesty's Government. 

‘This despatch has been referred to Mr. Reilly for his opinion, and I am. to inélose’a 
£9Py Of his report thereon, and Iam at the sane time to request that you will move their 
Lordships to inform Lord Derby whether they concur in the recommendations of the British 
Directors and of Mr. Reilly. 

Tam, &e. 
Signed) “TENTERDEN. 


—SS——— ee ee eee 


No, 124, 
‘The Swez Canal Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received June 27.) 


fis. 27. Commercial.) 
ly Lo 


London, Juno 26, 1877. 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No, 28, 
Commercial, of the 23rd instant, inclosing Admiralty letter of the 20th instant, and te 
Trmark to your Lordship that we wre unable to form any opinion onthe correspondence 
picerning the Hodget giving Her Majesty's Government a title to tho land purchased. at 
Pott Said, as we have never seen that correspondence, as ix stated in 
the Adciiraty letter, there appeats to be a doubt concerting tho issue of the Hodget, we 
Gitirely concur in the recommendation that it would be prudont to refer the matter to Her 
'y's Agent and Cousul-General in. Egypt, to ascertain that the exchange of site now 
would mect with no opposition from the Khedive, and to insure that a proper 
Will be issued for the new site, as soon ax the necessary arrangements shall have 
‘been toade with the Suez Canal Company. We think, moreover, that. pending a favour 
ble answor from the Khedive, the said arrangements with the Company tight be proceeded 
If it is your Lordship’ wish that we should conduct the negotiations for these 
ngements, we have the honour to request that wo may be furnished with all the 
mus correspondence, especially that contained in Colonel Stokes! Nu. 89 of the 20th 
ber last, 
pes bare 8a, 
(Signed) ' J. STOKES, 
. RIVERS WILSON, 


EDWD, J. STANDEN. 
‘The Admiralty letter is returned herewith. 


et eee. 


No. 125, 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derly.—(Received June 28.) 


fe. 182, Political.) 
¥ Lord, Alesandria, June 18, 1877. 

A STRANGE, and, as I think, almost incredible story has been reported to me but, 
Arthe credibility and respectability of my informant has been vouched for by Mr. Gibbs, 
fhe head of the Eastern Telegraph Compauy’s Agenoy here, 1 cauld not altogether dstiag 
as unworthy of notice. 


My informant, a Mr. Nini, states thot an individual whom he refuses to name, but 





76 


whom he knows well as having been previously engaged in political intrigues and desperate: 
enterprises, came on the Sth instant to ask him if he knew where he could procure dyna 
rite, which he had tried in vain to obtain in Alexandria. 

Pressed as to the object for which he wanted the dynamite, he admitted that he was 
‘associated with some Greeks and Syrians in a project to block up the Suez Canal by means: 
of explosions of dynamite, to do which they had been offered a large sum of money. He. 
said that tubes filled with dynamite were to be laid from the Asiatic shore of the Canal af 
pes ‘where the soil was known to be of a muddy consistency, and the explosions would 

wwe greater effect. Four such points of attack bad been chosen between Port Said 
Ismailia, and three between there and Suez—in all, seven points along the whole length. of 
the Canal, ‘The individual in question had suddenly disappeared from Alexandria with the 
intention, as my informant suspected, of going to Italy to procure the dynamite, 

Tam bound to say that the inquiries I bave made about the informer, Mc. Nini, da 
not entirely justify Mr. Gibbs’ recommendation of him ; he seems to have himself dabbled 
in political intrigues, and to be very hostile to the Viceroy, nor have I as yet found wl 
confirmatory evidence of his story. 

But, however this may be, ! have not lost a momentin bringing the story to the notice: 
the Khelive and of the Canal Company ; and, without insisting on its truth, T have mast 
bness the very serious responsibility that devolves upon bist 
fice of the Canal, and the absolute necessity of immediately 
organizing an efficient ‘and vigilant police guard along its whole line. 

M. Victor de Lesseps, who is in charge of the Canal, has promised me 
and active co-operation to this end, and Captain McKillop, whom the " 
originally selected to direct the police of the Canal, but who has as yet been able. to day 
little or nothing, will see His Highness to-morrow, and propose to him to proceed with 
organization of this service without a moment's delay, 


T have, &e. 
©. VIVIAN. 


(Signed) 


No. 126. 


Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby—(Received June 30.) 
(No, 653.) 


My Lord, ‘Theropia, June 22, 1977 
WITH reference to your Loniship's despatch No. 107 of the 16th ultimo, 1 ha 
the honour to inclose copy of a note which I have received from the Turkish Gover 
in reply to my communication with reference to the neutrality of the Suez Canal. 
T have, &c. 
‘A. H, LAYARD. 


Inclosure in No. 126. 


Safeet Pasha to Mr. Layard. 


M. Ambassadeur, Sublime Porte, le 21 Juin, 1877- 

VOTRE Excellence, par sa note du 28 Mai, a bien voulu exposer les idées 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté In Reine au sujet de la navigation du Canal de Suca. 

‘Sur le premier point signalé par votre Excellence et relatif A ta liberté dup 
Je Gouvernement Impérial partage entidrement la manire de volr du Gouvernement de 
Reine ot ne peut qu’afirmer de nouveau son intention d'ussurer aux pavillons de tout 
Jes nations neutres le libre passage par le Canal de Suez. 

‘Sur Te second point relatif aux hostilités dont le Canal ou ses abords pou 
devenir éventuellement le théatre, je erois de mon devoir de déclarer } votre Excellea 
devenir dre tjoavernement de Sa Majesté Imperiale te Saltan, que Ye Canal de Suez fi 

Mo du territoire Ottoman et n'ayant jamais été, sous aucane forme, soumis ai 
seta neutralité jl serait impossible au Gouvernement Impérial d'ea permettre I'acces 
Gn cavire ennemi. Il n’existe en effet entre belligérants aucune autre immunité pow 
les protéger contre des actes dhostiti 
terntoires neutres, Il s'ensuit que si la Marine Impérinle Ottomane peut courir sus 
tout navire Russe qu’elle rencontre en pleine mer, a plas forte raison ne pourrait 
Rhoncer A ce droit lorsqu'un navire ennemt se présente dans les caux intérieures 
territoire Ottoman, 


lité que celle qui lear est acquise dans les eaux 44) 
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Jecrois devoir ajouter, pour prévenir toute crainte que le C: i i 
is : te Canal 
tne calsion entre eligrants, que, fo Gouvercneat Sepals pee al nes 
suflcantes pour protger ses deux embouchures contre l'spproche des navires enemis 
fang ors, Hrcellece, me permettra despérer que le Gouvernement do Sa. Majosté 
- apprésiera Ia haute valeur des misons qui sopposeat i ce que In Sublime Porta 
STeosnne de es précopstives do Puismnosteriocalas = Tus o> Dieta ot 

_ Veuillez, &e. 

(Signé)” SAFVET. 


No. 127. 


Lord Tenterden to the Suez Canal Directors, 
No. 24. Commercial.) 
arp Foreign Office, June 90, 1877. 
aig AM Sitetd by the Hal of De to tracamit to you herewt for you information, 
Board ‘ive lich is sai 
Siviciiaiwmaninee ae: a 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) "TENTERDEN, 


No. 128. 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received July 2.) 


Qo. 185. Political) 
& : 

. 4 Alezandria, June 21, 1877. 
THE story reported in my deapatch No. 182, Poical, ofthe ith iantane, of 
fiat to block or injre the Suez Cenal by exploding dynamite (wheter it be tue ot 

hasta this good fect, that it as justified nin making such strong represextatony 

ive : ion of a si ittee of * Si il fe 

Composed of two, English naval oficers (McKillop Pash and irri Be), a Aus 
live’s service, and the American General Stone, chief of th 

Eeyptian sta, who have been charged by His Majesty to prepare, without iss of ma, 

{heme for establishing a continuous line of police posta along the Canal, with means of 

elegraphic communication between them, to insure it against any chance of injury by evil- 


"The Khedive has f recogt 
* further declared to M. de Lesseps that he recognizes the seri 
a that devolves upon Egypt to reasaure public anxiety by providing (or the 
ficient protection of the navigation of the Canal; and Cherif Paha, in conveying thi 
tnorma mina to meee om ed me that I may make ‘myself perfectly easy upon. the score 
__ Thave, &e, 
(Signed) C. VIVIAN, 


No. 129, 
Mr. Vivian to the Barl of Derby—(Received July 2.) 


ks Political.) 
" Cairo, June 22, 1877, 
BY a letter from the Admiralty of the 9th June it is intimated to Captain M 
5 ‘ in Me 
CB, and to Commander Morice, two English naval officers in the service ‘of the ied, 
“in view of Her Majesty's Proclamation of Neutrality in the present war, the por- 
Timon given to them to accept employment under the Egyptian Government must be 
Withdrawn, and that if they do not resign their appointments by the 15th July, their 
ames will be rempred frm the is of Her Majesty's Navy. 5 7 
ptain McKillop and Commander Morice hold the appointments respectively 
Comptrolier ‘and Deputy-Comptroller of ian Ports pod Llghtbomsed) te piel Pe 
ne with the sanction of the Lords of the Admiralty. ‘They are purely civil 
ue 





which can by no possibility involve any participation, directly or indirectly 
ilities. Indeed, 1 know that both officers refused from the outbreak of the war to 
Accept any command that might involve them in any breach of the neutrality incumbent 
8pon all officers holding commissions in Her Majesty's service. 
Besides this, recent warnings having shown the necessity of establishing an efficient 
Police guard for the protection of the Suez Canal against any possible designs of evil- 
persons, these two officers have been specially selected by the Khedive to organize 
direct this service, and I have no hesitation in saying that they are the most com- 
Fiteph and indeed the only men in Egypt fit, for the task; and yet the orders of the 
Is of the Admiralty will compel these two officals to resign it. I leave it to your 
dship to say whether the internal protection of the Suez Canal and our vast interests 
in can, after the warning we have received that the Canal might be tapered with, 
Properly be left to foreigners or natives, or whether the guarantee afforded by the 
Presence of British officers on the Cousmission is not imperatively necessary. 

Hf, too, the doctrine that British officers cannot hold civil posts in the Khedive's 
Service during the present war is pushed to its logical consequences, it will involve the 
fetirement of General Marriott from the presidency of the Egyptian Railway Admini 
Maion s of Captain Baring, R.A. from his duties at the “Caisse de la Dette Publique 
and of Colonel Gordon from the Gi \erulship of the Soudan, 

All these are purely civil ‘appointments, whiol, ean in no way involve the holders in 
Any active breach of neutrality, but so are’ those held by Captain MoKillop and Com- 
Bander Morice; while the withdrawal at a critical moment of all those British officers 
Hom the Ezyptian service would not only seriously embarrass the Khedive by creating 

administrative confusion, but throw our important political and financial interests in 

entirely into the hands of foreigners, who would certainly not take n quixotic view 
ind 1 may mention as a fact that the two Russian Judges nominated 
to the mixed Courts are, by agreement between Russin and Egypt, 
SOntinuing to discharge their functions here. 

For these reasons I earnestly hope that the Lords of the Admiralty may be induced 
Teconsider their decision, at least so far as to restrict their probibition to appointments 
i might by any possibility involve British officers in a breach of neutrality ; and as the 
oflicers in question are required to send in their answer by the 14th July, and are 
{iturally very anxious upon the subject, I venture to ask that the final decision of Hor 

Isjesty's Government with respect to them may be telegraphed to me, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) C, VIVIAN. 


ee eee 


No. 130, 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby—(Received July 2,) 


(No. 190. Political. 
Bion, Cairo, June 23, 1877. 


fae, WITH reference to mg despatch No, 185 of the 21st instant, T have the honour to 
se, for your Lordship's information, a copy of the Report of the Commission specially 
ted by the Khedive to devise proper means for protecting the Suex Canal against 

"Y possibility of injury arising from the acts af evil-disposed persons. 
imm.,,Yelieve that the recommendations of the Commission will be carried out 
lately under the personal direction of Captain MacKillop, R.N., and Commander 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) C. VIVIAN, 
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[Inclosure 1 in No. 130. 


Report of the Commission appointed to devise proper means for preventing Interruption to 
the Navigation of the Suez Canal. 


SBANCE tenue au Caire, le 19 Juin, 1877, 4 3 heures de Vaprés-midi en verta de: 
Vordre supréme de Son Altesso le Khedive. 


Présent : 


Le Général de Division Stone. 
Le Contre Amiral Frederigo, 

Le Capitaine MoKillop, C.B., Ru 
Le Commandant Morice, R.N. 


La Commission a pris ea considérution d'abord dans quelles maniéres le libre passage 
du Canal pourrait étre soudainement interrompu par I'acte de Thomme. 

Ces maniéres sont :— 

1. Par ln destruction des dizues dans des positions tes plus faibles, qui résultersit 
dans Fensablement du chenal de un ou de Vautre ebté, per laction da courant. 

2, Lfoaverture de communication entre le canal d'eau douce et te canal maritime 
qui cnuserait awsi un ensablement, 

'3, Par Uaction de matidres explosibles ou dans le lit du eanal ou dans les berges. 

4. En faisunt couler au fond dans le chenal des embarestions ou en y plagant 
autres obstructions matérielles. 

Moyens i eusployer pour prévenie & de telles interruptions : 

1. ktable sur tonte la longucur du canal une forte police maritime, 

2. Etablir une police militaire par terre pour alder In police maritime. 

‘Toutes les deux doivent tro placées sous les ordres d'un seul chet. 

La police maritime doit se composer de trois canoaniéres et quatre chaloupes & vapeur 
parfaiterent ¢quipées. ts 

La police terrestre doit se composer d'un chef qui stationnerait dans une position 
centrale, comme par exemple Iemailis, pour agir sous les ordres de Vofficier chargé de I 
surveil do canal. Tl aut sous set ors ea? petite, posts, qui serait, dab 
ebacun dans un point capital, lesquels points out été déja choisis par Ia Commission, et 
sont pea pres Port Sald, El Ech, Kantara, Zerdane, El Guise, Nefiché, Sérapinay 
Chaloufeh, et Suez; ot chacun doit dre en communication télégeaphique avec le ceatre et 
toutes los autres stations. : 

‘Cos brigades doivent avoir aussi chez elles les moyens nécessaires de la communi 
cation rapide entre elles et entre chacune et le centro, 

Pour assurer cette communication rapide, le chef doit avoir Mautorité, dans le cas 

il puisse le considérer nécessaire & demander et recevoir de Tadministration des chemin’ 
Ue ‘ta toutes lew fclités de cotte admaiaistration, y inelus le controle exclusive da 
télégraphe. 

Pour rendro plus sir le service, la Commission recommande Vemploi d'une trentaine 
ou cinquantaine de cavaliers de Varrnée, pourvus de ehevaux et de dix dromadaires, 

‘Cos cavalions pouvont étre trés-utiles dans les opénitions de surveillance, de recom 
nuisance, et de communication, 

La Commission eroit quill faut concéder au chef de ce service important Vautorisatiog. 
employer jusqu'au degeé qu'il puisse juger nécessaire, la foree arméo A sa dispositiom 
pour assurer I'exdeation des ordres de'Son ‘Altesse le Khédive pour te maintien de I 
navigation libre da Canal Maritiay 

‘Jointe & ce rapport la Co;nmission a Thonueur de présenter une carte sur laquelle $8 
trouvent indiquées toutes les positions qu'elle eroit nécessaire a faire occuper. 

(Signé) STONE. 
H. J. MeKILLOP. 


79 
Inclosure 2 in No, 130. 


Addenda to the Report respecting Boats and Bargues necessory for service in the 
‘Suez Canal, 


A Port Said —LE “Dongola,” sous Ia commande de Prévileggio Bey, qui recevra 
instructions spéciales pour In visitation de toutes les petites barques, &e., qui passent 
le Canal. Il sera aidé par le Capitaine du Port, et les instructions spéciales en écrit 
Seront données par Vofficier chargé avec la surveillance da Canal. 

Iemaitia.—Le “Seonar™ sera stationné ici, les ordres seront les mémes que ceux du 
Yatean a Port Said. Le bateau sora mis sous Ia commande temporaire du Capitaine 
Case, le Commandant du bateau “Deb-cl-Babr” de l'Administration des Phares, 

Suez.—Le “Tore” on le “Deb-el-Babr’” sera stationné & Ventrée du Suez Creet 
‘ous la commande du Capitaine Weston, le Capitaine du Port, et il verra qu'une bonne 
‘Surveillance serait mise sur toutes les barques et des petites barques qui passent par le 
Canal, et ils scront soumis aux investigations par les barques du bateau. 
iy Do S7>teme des sgnanx sera adopté entre les barques et le bateau pour Te jour et Ia 


Chaloupe a vapeu 
Une chaloupe 4 vapeur sera attachée A chaque buteau: une 4 Port Sold, une A Suez, 
Uhe A Ismailia, et une chaloupe & vapeur de réscrve & Ismailia pour le service spécial de 
Votticier chargé avec la surveillance du Canal. 
Choque chaloape doit étre fournie avec un Gquipage d'un oficier, d'un ingéniour, 
‘deux mécaniciens, et un rais. 
Des arrangements spéciales seront pris que les provisions, charbons, &e., exigés par 
Yes chaloupes soient fournis par les bateaux stationnaites qui fonrniront aussi les ingénieurs 
Sl quipage nécessaire. 
jac liste sora fiito de chaque bateau ct chaloupo, on indiquant les noms, les nombres, 
exposition de toutes les personnes employées, et des instructions spéciales en écrit lour 
Seront fournis par le chef du service, 
F (Signé) - McKILLOP. 
Gaire, le 20 Juin, 1877. 


No. 131. 
‘The Sues Canal Directors to the Earl of Derby.~-(Received July 2.) 


40. 28, Commercial.) 
iy Lord, London, July 1, 1877. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's No. 24, Com- 
of yesterday's date, inclosing a letter from the Board of Admiralty relative to m 
“andbank said to have formed at the Port Satd entrance to the Suez Canal, 
ve yp_bat letter contained an extract from a report of Captain Parish, of the steamer 
{ Mitzapore,” dated Suez, 7th June, in which the above-mentioned sandbank is described 
9 some detail. 
wy0% the same day that the Peninsular and Oriental Company, to whom the 
Mireapore belongs, sent Captain Parish’s report to the Admirity, they scnt us a 
3, of the same extract. We thereupon communicated with M. de Lesseps and 
it. Stunden. 

_ The inclosed copy of a letter from M. de Lesseps shows that the Company had just 
Metived a fresh mane of the Port Said entrance, ex ‘a report. from their Oper from 
Thiet it appears that the survey made on the 26th and 30th May, and completed on the 

Oth June, that is to say four days after the passage of the  Mirzapore” on the 6th, 

PTE Was no trace of the sandbank described by Captain Parish. Mr. Standen examined 

survey, and writes that the four main lines of soundings thereon Iaid down were taken. 
$8 the days above-named, and that according to them the state of the harbour is excellent, 
that the survey shows a splended and straight channel of nearly 8:20 metres. In one or 
{Wo soundings there is only 8°50 metres, or a least depth of 274 feet. 

It would therefore seem that either Captain Parish must have been deceived as to, the 

me pth, or that some temporary shallowing had occurred which ly disappeared, 
de Lowepe has called upon the Ageuts of the Company on the Canal to give a full 


“planation of the circumstances under which the * Mirzapore”* entered Port Said on the 
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We are glad to learn from the Admiral 
survey of the entrance by one of Her Majesty's ships, as that will afford a means of testi 
the accuracy of the Company's surveys. We have the honour to request that a copy ofit 
may be furnished to us as soon as possible, 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) "J. STOKI 
C. RIVERS WILSON. 


Inclosure in No. 131. 
M. de Leseps to Colonel Stokes. 


M. le Colonel et cher Collézue, Paris, te 26 Juin, 1877+ 

Lo courrier d’Egypte arrivé ce matin m'spporte une lettre de I"Ingénicur de 
Compagnie qui, ayant eu connaissance de In dépéche de Malte mettant en doute le b 
état de navigabilité du chenal do Port Sald a jugé devoir m'adresser sans retard le résult 
des constatations faites dans cette région, avant tout dragnge, depuis le commencement 
Mai dernier josqu'au 10 Juin courant, Voici les termes de sa lettre; ils me paraissent 
nature A satisfaire A la question que me posalt votre lettre du 25 Juin courant =— 

"Ces relevés montrent que avant tout dragage au large et A entrée du chenal, sat 
route que doivent suivre les navires, il n'y a pas de fonds inféricurs & 8 m, 90 c. et 
dans le chenal de avant port il n'y a pas dé fonds inféricurs A'S tm. SOc. Je ne crois pf 
{qv soit possible d'avole Une mellieure situation pour Port Sal 

Veuillez, &e. 
Le Président, 
(Signé) FERD. DE LESSEPS. 


No, 132. 
Bafvet Pasha to Musurus Pasha—(Communicated to the Karl of Derby by Musurus P 


July 5.) 
M.I'Ambassadeur, Constantinople, le 21 Juin, 187%. 

PAR une note dont votre Excellence trouvera ci-prés la copie, Ambassadeur de 
Majesté Britannique A Constantinople vient de nous faire connaltre les idées do #0 
Gouvernement nu sujet de Is navigation du Canal de Suez. 

Sur lo premier point, rvlatif A la liberté du_ passage, le Gouvernement Impérial 
trouve parfaitement d'accord aveo lo Cabinet de St. James. Quant au second point, qi 
coucerne les hostilités dont le Canal ou ses abords pourraient devenir éventuellement 
thai, ce Canal fisant partie du teritsre Ottoman ot ayant jamais A sous 
forme soumis au régime de la neutralité, i sernit impossible au Gouvernement Impé 

on permettre Vaccts & un navire ennemi, et la Sublime Porte a pris des mesu 
‘suffisanten pour protéger les deux embouchures du Canal contre l'spproche des nat 
ennemis. 


En vous trananettan, gulement c-joint copie dele note responsive que j 
ae 


son Excellence Mr. Laynrd dans le sens qui prévéde, je saisis, &c. 


SAFVET. 


No. 133. 
The Earl of Derby to the Suez Canal Directors. 


(No. 25. Commercial.) 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office, July 5, 1877 
T HAVE had under my cousideration your despatch No. 27, Commercial, of 

26th ultimo, relative to the pro 

inform you that you are authorized to proceed with the arrangements for the transfer 

the Suez Canal Company, pending the receipt of an answer from the Khedive to 

inguiries which Me, Vivian has been instructed to make of His Highness as to the issue @ 

‘a proper Hodget for the new site. 


exchange of land at Port Said, and T have now | 


sl 


In accordance with your request, I transmit to you, for your better guidance in this 
matter, copies of the previous correspondence on the subject.* 

Lam, &. 

(Signed) DERBY. 


No, 134, 
‘The Earl of Derby to Mr. Vivian, 


i 4.) 
> Foreign Office, July 6, 1877. 
TL HAVE received your despatch No. 182 of the 18th ultimo, relative to a report 
Which reached you of an intended plot to block up the Suez Canal by means of an 
ion of dynamite, and I entirely approve the language which you used to tho 
© ian Government as to the importance of exercising stringent police supervision over 
I. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) DERBY, 


No, 185. 
‘The Earl of Derby fo Mr. Vivian, 


ee 95.) 
Foreign Office, July 6, 18 
I HAVE received your despatch No. 186 of the 21st ultimo, reporting the nomina~ 
fon of a Special Committee of Surveillance to organize a scheme for establishing an 
t system of police protection for the Sucz Canal, and I have to instruct you to 
‘Xpress to the Egyptian Government the satisfaction with which Her Majesty's Govern 
‘have learnt that these arrangements are being made. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) DERBY. | 


in 
No, 136. 
‘The Earl of Derby to Mr. Vivian, 


Foreign Office, July 7, 1877. 

I TRANSMIT to you herowith, for your information, copies of the correspoudence 
Noted in the margin, relative to a proposed exchange of portions of land at Port Said 
Between Her Majesty's Government and that of tho Khedive, auch a step being necessi- 
ated by the widening of the entrance to the Sucz Canal. 

It appears from Colonel Stanton’s despatches Nos. 35, 36, and 42, Consular, of 
1672 that the Khedive's Government at that time declined to give n “hodget” or 
title “to the land now about to be given up, until the contemplated reform of the 
Adicis institutions of Egypt should be carried into effect ; and I have now to instruct you 
% communicate with the jinn Government respecting the proposed transfer, and to 
Seertain whether there exists any longer an objection on the part of the Khedive to the 
Mave of a title for the land in question. 


5. Commercial.) 


Jam, &. 
(Signed) DERBY. 


No, 137. 
‘The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Lister—(Reeeived July 9.) 


Si, Admiralty, July 6, 1377. 
I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknowledge the 
Feit of your letter dated 16th Juue last, inclosing copy of a despatch from the British 
Diretors of the Suez Canal Company relative to the dues claimed by that Company in 
* Colonel Suntoe's Nox. 35,36, and 42, of 1872, in prot. 
(827) 
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the case of the Indian Government steam tenders “Hasty” and ** Prompt,” and, in repli 
to transmit herewith copy of a letter addressed by their Lordships to’ the Compan 
principle Representative in Egypt (to be presented by the principal Transport Officer 
Agent for the Government of India), containing the notification mentioned by M. 
Lesseps in his letter dated 24th November to Colonel Stokes, and my Lords wi 
suggest that a copy be also forwarded from the Foreign Office to the President of 
Company, with a view to the necessary instructions being given to the Chief of the ‘Tran 
Service in Egypt. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL. 


Inclosure in No. 137. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to M. de Lessepa. 


Admiralty, July 6, 1877 
addressed by M. Ferdinand de Lesseps to Colonel S 
proposes, as a solution of the difficulty wh 
has hitherto existed in consequence of the amount of toll payable for the passage of 
“Hasty” and Prompt” being based on the tonnage of Her Majesty’s Indian troop-si 
which they accompany, that " the Lords of the Admiralty should notify to us officially 
date on which the “Prompt” and ‘Hasty’ should cease to be considered by our Com) 
as agreed, and our transit service in Egypt will levy, c frou that date, the di 
‘and taxes on the tonnage of the “Prompt ’ and ‘Tasty’ when. traversing the Canal 
any purpose whatever,” fam commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Adiiralty! 
hereby make, with the concurrence of the Secretary of State for India in Council, 
proposed notification to you nccordingly. 
Tam to add that this notification will be handed to you by Captain Willoughby, 
Principal Transport Ofcer and Agent for the Government of India in Egypt. 
1am, &e. 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL 


No. 138. 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Lister-—(Received July 11.) 


7 Board of Trade, Whitehatt Gardens, July 10, 18776 
I irveted by tho Board of Trae to acknowledge the receipt’ of your’ lettet 
the 21st ultimo, transmitting, by direction of the Earl of Derby, copies of a despatch, 
its inclonure, from Her Majesty's Ambassador at Paris on the subject of the prop 
arrangement with the Suez Canal Company respecting certificates of tonnage, tog 
with a copy of a despatch from the British Directors of the Company on the samo sub 
and, in reply, to inform you that they approve of his Lordship's proposal to instruct. 
Pritish Directors to come to.a formal agreement with the Company on the points in disp 
‘and to add that the Board presume that those instructions will embrace the views set f0 
in the Inst paragraph of the despateh from the British Directors. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) " “THOMAS GRAY: 


No, 139, 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Lister. —(Reeeived July 122) 


‘Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehalt Gardens, July 11, 1877- 
1AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
the 23nl ultimo, transmitting, by direction of the Earl of Derby, a despatch from @ 
British Directors of the Suez Canal Company on the subject of the reweasurement of & 
vessels of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navization Company, and, in reply, 3 
inform you that they are of opinion that the Peninsular avd Oriental’ Steam Navigi 
‘Company should be informed that, in the agreement with the Suez Canal Company, 
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British Directors will try to secure the best possible terms as regards the ships of this 
‘country. 

Tam to add, with reference to the Peninsular and Oriental Company 
remeasurement by the Suez Canal Company proceeds far beyond verification, results 
Yayiog been arrived at on points settled in this country which are at variance with the 
Stlement so made, that, in the opinion of the Board of ‘Trade, such an extension of the 
[ieiple of verification should be resisted in any arrangement that may be made with the 

ez Canal Company on the points in dispute, 


statement, that 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) THOMAS GRAY. 


No, 140. 
Mr. Lavo to Lord Tenterden. (Received July 14.) 
My Lord, ‘Treanery Chambers, July 18, 1877. 
‘THE Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's ‘Treasury have bad’ before them 
Mr. Lister's letter of the 21st ultimo, and the printed correspondence annexed thoreto, 
Teipecting the objections wi have been raised by the French 
posals made by the Dritish for arriving at an understanding with the 
Canal Company in respect of cortain points affecting the tonoage measurement of 
ships  Psins through the Canal, as set forth in Lond Derby's Cireular despatch dated 
Ist Febroary last, 

‘Their Lordships have directed me to signify to you their concurrence in the proposal 
‘made in this letter, now under reply, that the British Directors of the Company should be 
Instructed to come formally to an agreement with the other members of the Board for the 
eitlement of the questions under dispute in regard to the measurement and the certificates 
Of tonnage of vessels. 


WILLIAM LAW. 


Tam, &e. 
Gigned) 


No, 141, 


Lord Tenterden to the Suez Canal Directors. 


fo. 26. Commercial.) 
bee Foreign Office, July 14, 1877. 
1 AM directed by the Ear) of Derby to transmit to you herewith copics of a letter 


Aud of its inclosare from the Board of Admiralty relative to the question of the dues 
by the Suez Canal Company upon the Indian Government steam tenders 
Prompt” and “Hasty”; nnd I am to request that, in accordance with the Board's 
tion, you will forward to the President of tho Compauy a copy of the letter 
Iressed by their Lordships to the Company's principal representative in Egypt. 
Lam, &e. 


(Signed) TENTERDEN. 


No, 142, 
Mr, Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received July 16.) 
fre. 204. Political.) 
ly Lord, Alesandria, July 7, 1877. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 194 of the 29th ultimo, I have the honour to 
}smnit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a Citeular despatch from the Minister for 
foreign Affairs, informing the foreign Agents in Ezypt that the Porte has determined that 
the Suez Canal shall, during the present war, remain open to neutral vessels, but closed to 
se of the enemy ; and that measures have been taken to insure the execution of this 
Sesion in conformity with the principles of the Declaration signed at Paris on the 
6th Pee. 1856, to which the Porte was a party. 
T have already informed your Lordship what these measures are so far as regards 
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Russian vessels, and that it is improbable that they would prevent the passage of a Russiam 
man-of-war through the Canal should she suddenly present herself. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) ©. VIVIAN. 


Inclosure in No. 142. 
Chérif Pasha to Mr. Vivian. 


et Consul-Général, Caire, le 5 Juillet, 1877 
VOUS connaissez tout Vintérét qui s’attache au Canal Maritime de Suez, dans l'état 


importance, au point de vue des relations de I'Burope avec I'extréme Orient. 

D'aprés une communication derniérement parvenue de Constantinople au Gouyerne 
ment du Khédive, il a é&é pourvu a cette solution, en ce sens quo le Canal Marit d 
Suez demeurera ouvert tout navire neutre et qu'il restera fermé a tout navire ennemi 

Des mesures ont été prises pour assurer l'exécution de cette disposition, eonforme aut 
principes posés dans l'acte coll mé & Paris le 16 Avril, 1856, et auxquel a adhérd Ie) 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Im ‘ 

‘J'sil’boancur de la porter A votre connaissance, en vous priant, M. I'Agent et Consuk: 
Général, de vouloir bien la communiquer & qui de droit, et je saisis, &c., 

Lz Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, 
(Signé) CHERIF. 


No, 143, 
‘The Earl of Derby to the Suet Canal Directors, 
(2.15) 


jentlemen, Foreign Office, July 17, 1877. 
WITH reference to your despatch No, 20 of the Gth ultimo, Thave to state to yo 
that after consultation with Mr. Reilly and the Board of ‘Treasury, 1 approve yout 
suggestions as to the two points raised in the correypondence forwarded to you in w 
despatch of the 2nd ultimo, oe J 
Lord Lyons will, accordingly, be requested to refer to M. Treitt the questiol 
whether the Representative of Her Majesty's Government can vote at the general meetin 
‘of the Sucz Canal Company without being himself a shareholder, and 1 have to instruct) 
you to nsk the Company to take the necessary steps for suring out the arrangement 
Proposed by you under which the Bank of England would be constituted one of tht 
representatives of the Company, empowered under Articles 8 and 48 of the Statutes 19 
certify to the deposit of shares for the purpose of qualifying sharcholders to attend 
meetings. 
‘A copy of Mr Reilly's report on the subject is inclosed for your information. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ' DERBY. 


No, 144, 
The Earl of Derby to Count Bewst. 


M.l'Ambassadeur, Foreign Office, July 18, 1877» 
WITH. reference to my note of the 13th ultimo, I have the honour to acquaint yo 
Excellency that I have instructed the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company 
fenter into formal negotiations with a viow of arriving at a settlement of the varia 
Auestions now in dspate between Her Majesty Goverment and the Canal Company. 
am, Ke. 
(Signed) DERBY. 


$$$ 
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No. 145. 
Mr. Lister to Mr. Bethune. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 18, 1877. 
WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 29th of May last, I am directed 
the Ear! of Derby to acquaint you that his Lordship has been in communication with 
British Directors of the Suez Canal Company relative to the remeasurement, by the 
Authorities of that Company, of vesscls belonging to the Peninsular and Oriental 
igation Coaspany, which formed the subject of your letter of the 25th 
tm now to acquaint you that in the Agreement which they are about to conclude with 
the Canal Company the British Directors will try to securo the best possible terms us 
Meards the ships of this country." 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘T. Y. LISTER, 


No. 146, 
The Earl of Derby to Lord Lyons. 


, Foreign Office, July 19, 1877. 
T TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith an extract of  dospatch from the Suez 
I Directors, referring to a Report from Mr. Reilly on the subject of the appointment 

4 representative to attend the General Meeting of the Suez Canal Company on behalf 
€ Her Majesty's Government.t_ One question discussed by Mr. Reilly is— 

Whether an official of the Government can validly reproxent the Government without 
‘imself being a shareholder ? 

On this subject your Lordship will perceive that the Directors suggest that the 
pinion of M. Treitt should be taken as regards the question of French procedure ; and 
in Mr, Reilly’s Reportst of which I also inclose an extract, your Excellency will see that 

Adyerting to certain points bearing upon this question he observes 
therefore, to be submitted to M. Troitt ix this: whether the laws whic 
fevern Socidtés Anonymes authorize the members of a Société Anonyme to disregard, or 
Met asido by their practice, a provision of tho Statutes of the Société expressed in. the 
o of the concluding paragraph of Article 48 of the Statutes of the Suex Canal 
ny. 
‘our Excellency will have the goodness to request M. Treitt to furnish a report 
the abore subject : 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) DERBY. 


No.1 
‘The Earl of Derby to the Suez Canal Directors. 


‘0. 27, Commercial.) 
45 Foreign Office, July 19, 1877. 
1 HAVE had under my consideration, in communication with the Lords of Trade, 
despatch No. 26, Com of the 21st ultimo, relative to the alleged romeasure- 
Bey the Sucz Canal authorities of vessels belonging to the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Com; and I now transmit to you, for your information, a copy of 
letter which has been received from the Board of Trade on this subject.§ 
be ql have to add that I have caused the substance of the first paragraph of that letter to 
‘ommunicated to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company. 
Tam, 


(Signed) DERBY, 


+ No. 98, 7 No 115, 
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No. 148. 
‘The Earl of Derby to the Suex Canal Directors. 


(No. 28, Commercial.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, July 20, 1877. 

1 HAVE had under consideration, in communication with the Board of Trade, your 
despatch No. 23, Commercial, of the 13th ultimo, relative to the proposed 
with the Suez Canal Company on the subject of tonnage measurements ; and, in trans 
mitting to you a copy of a letter which I have received from the Board of Trade on the 
subject," Ihave to authorize you to eater into formal negotiations with the Suez Canal 
Company with the view of arriving at a settlement of the points in dispute between Het 
‘Majesty's Government and the Company. 

1 transmit, at the same time, for yout more complete information, copies of despatches: 
from Lord Lyons reporting the communications which have taken place between his 
Excellency and the Freach Government on the question of tonnage measurements, 

Tam, &e. 


(Signed) | DERBY. 


No, 148°. 
Messrs. Edwards and Sons to the Earl of Derby.—(Received July 26.) 


My Lord, High Docks, South Shields, July 24, 1877. 

ON the 12th of June, 1876, our agents, Messrs. fngledew and Daggitt, of Newcastle- 

'yne, addressed your Lordship with reference to the measurement of the steam-ship 

james C. Stevenson,” by the Suex Canal authorities, and under date of August 3, 1876, 
they received in reply’a full explanation from the Foreign Office. 

We now beg your Lordship to inform us whether the Canal authorities are justisied 
in remeanuring this and other vessels which have not been specially measured by the Board 
of ‘Trade for the Canal dues each time they pass through the Canal, and in increasing the 
tonnage euch time, as, since May, 1876, when the ** James C. Stevenson” was measured — 
by the authorities and charged on 1620:56 tons, she has made two voyages to the Easty 
owing through the Canal the fat tine in April, 1877, when the authortice agai 
remeasured her, and charged on 1625°03 tons increase of 5 tons), and the second 
time in July, 1877, when they again measured ber, and again increased’ the tonnage by 
10 tons, making it 163669. 

Supposing the steamer to make at the least three voyages in the year to the East, this 
incroase of 15 tons in. the measurement equals 40/. for extra dues, but what is more serioas 
still, is tho of continued increase in ton: v0) 

our Lordship wil oblige me by looking Tato tis matter! 

‘Taking advantage of this opportunity, we beg to bring before the notice of your 
Lordship the unsatisfiotory state of the Custom-house organization at Spanish ports, and 
the shameful way in which British shipowners suffer from the unlimited power which thet 
authorities have in extorting fines on the merest pretence. “ What laws there are,” as: 
oar agents sla inform us, “only protect the authorities who wo enfrly extort fins fro 
vessels, and who are instructed to retain a certain proportion of the fines for themselves 
in lien of their salaries, which are miserably low." 

‘We appeal to your Lordship for assistance in recovering two fines which have recently. 
been extorted from the captains of two of our steamers at Huelva under the following 
circumstances :— 

‘Our steam-ship “ Harry 8, Edwards” arrived at Liverpool on May 18, 187 
f part cargo of exports, and afterwards to and arrived at Huelva’ to fil up witht 
ore. On entering his vessel at the Custom-house of the latter port, the authorities fined 
the captain 4,000 reals (equal to 42/. 2s, 11.) on account of the spanish Consul ut Tripoli 
having omitted to sign the manifesto of cargo, although he signed the bill of health. 

ollowing thisy'on the 26th May, 1877, our steamship “Charles W. Anderson ™ 
arrived, and afterwards loaded s part cargo of exports at Tripoli, and on appearing before 
the Spanish Consul there, and receiving bill of health, the captain eoquiced casually 
whother it was necessary to bays the Consul's signature’ to the manifest, and the Inttet 
replied that it was not, adding that the manifest of the steam-ship “ Harry 8. Edwards 
had not been signed’ by him. On arriving at Huelva, the captain of the steam-ship 
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“Charles W. Anderson” was fined 1,000 reals, although he explained the matter to the 
Authorities, as above stated. 

‘We feel sore that the English Government, whose Custom-house regulations und laws 
‘re equally the same for English and foreign vessels, and give justice to both, will not 

it the Spanish Government so to defy them as to continue this power to their 

house authorities of extorting fines from British vessels. 
We are, Sc. 
(Signed) H, S. EDWARDS axn SONS. 


No. 149. 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derly.—(Received July 30.) 


Bo 226. Political.) 
iy Lord, Alezandria, July 21, 1877, 

THE Khedive is evidently sincere in his desire to maintain an efficient police surveil- 
ance in the Suez Canal. 1 do not know if His Highness has any real cause for anxiety ; 
but he has written to Captain McKillop, who has been staying here for a day or two, to 
Ty that be ia tt salished with tho reports ho. reocives of the vigilance of the police 
Patrols, and that ho must return to Ismaili immediately. 
ea McKillop accordingly returns there to-day, but he assures me that he is quite 

with the working of the new police arrangements, and that he has no fear of any 
Attempt to tamper with the Canal 5 Bat he has eae my attention to the mistake of 
Mationing the small Egyptian gun-boat “Dongola ostentatiously off Port Sald as the 
ip of the Canal. 

He rays that the parade of this little vessel might compel a Russian man-of-war 
(hould one be ia the neighbourhood) to attack her, which might place the Commander 
Of our guard-ship in a difficult position, and he hus, therofore, written to the Khedive 
%0 advise the immediate removal of the gun-boat, and I shall support this advice if I have 

tunity. 

The Khe is expected here for n short stay to-morrow or Monday, the 22nd or 

nts 

T have just heard that the Exyptinn frigate “ Mchemet AN” is embarking 2,000 
More troops for Turkey here, and that she will sail with them to-night or to-morrow 

= T have, de. 
(Signed) "CG, VIVIAN, 


No, 150. 
Lord Lyons to the Earl of Derby. —(Received August 1.) 


Paris, July 30, 1877. 
the receipt of your Lordship's despatch No. 426 of the Iuth instant, I laid 
. Treitt the extracts inclosed in it from the Report addressed to your Lordship 

Suez Canal Directors on the 6th ultimo, and from that addressed to you by 

ly on the 20th ultimo, on the question whether an official of the British Govern 
can validly represent that Goverament at the general meetings of the Suez Canal 

yy without being himself a sharcholder. —* 
have the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a Report from M. Treitt on 

the subject, 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) "LYONS. 


Inclosure in No, 150. 
Report by M. Treitt respecting Article 48 of the Statutes of the Sues Canal Company. 


“1. WHETHER the laws which in France govern Société Anoaymes authorize the 
ibers of a Société Anonyme to disregard or set aside by their practice a provision of 
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the statutes expressed in the terms of the concluding paragraph of the 48th Article of 
Statutes of the Suez Canal Company 

._ Cette disposition est ainsi congue— 

‘Nal ne peut représenter un actionoaire & Tassemblée, s'il n'est lui-méme membre d 
cette assemblée. 

Cette clause est pour ainsi dire de style; elle se trouve généralement dans pr 
tous les actes de société; elle n'a quiun but, celui d'écarter “the intruders” 
assembles 

3. En principe les statuts d’one S 5 
‘ment 2 In Jot forment titre au, profit des tiers, et s'imposent cou 

Mais cette obligation d'obéir aux statuts ne doit pas étre entendue dans un sens trop) 
Figoureux. Les statuts ne peuvent pas tout prévoir et tout régler, Tl faut laissor ai 
sociétés une certaine latitude pour faire face aux nécessités qui peuvent se présenter po 
Vexécution méme des statuts. 

inst une distinetion dans les clauses des statuts, distinetion qui est capil 
‘en cette mativre, 

Les stipulations des statuts qui touchent & ordre public, A V'inténtt général ot 
Fintérdt des tiers sont absolnes ; VAssembléo Générale ne peat jamais y déroger. 

Tin'en est pas de méme des stipulations qui sont simplement réglementaires, et qui 
wont été écrites dans Jes statuts que dans l'intérét de la société elle-méme, telle que I) 
faculté de ne pax admottre dans les assemblées des individus qui n'ont pas d'intérte 

‘afluire socink 


tinction entre les clauses d'ordre public et les stipulations d’ordre privé 
enscignée dans le répertoire général de jurivprudence (Dallozver les “ Société,” Nos. 148 
et muivants), 
6. La méme doctrine est adoptéc par M, Bedarrides, Président & la Cour de Cassation) 
Aprés avoir dégagé l'intérét public 4 


dans son grand ouvrage sur le droit commercial 
Vintértt privé, auteur ajoute— 

“Suppléer un asilonce dew statuts, ce n'est pas déroger ik leur tencur. Ce qui 
Hinduire de ce silence, cest qu'on a voulu précisdmment a'en ré(érvr A la société elle-mén 
pour régler ce que telle eireonstance imprévue pourrait exiger 

7. Or, ce qui n'a pas été prévn par les statuts, cost justement la. représontatic 
assemblées d'un ttre collectf telle qu'une société oul un Gouvernement. Aust 
fon uaage général que les collectivités so fuwent représenter par un délégue dans |e 
assembldes ob ellen ont des intéréts, Tl ext dans In nature d'un étre collectif de 6 
pouvoir dtre veprésenté que par un mandatairo ; cet ainsi que chaque foix qu'un 
Société ou une administration ow une collectivité queleonque est appelée & faire 
décluration judiciaire ou privée, elle délégue quelqu'an au nom de ka société ou d 
Vadministration, 

8. In'en saurnit étre autrement pour un Gouvernement qui est un tre coll 
politique. Tl ne faut se faire représenter que par un délégué. 

|. Crest ainsi que les choses we passqut journellemeut dans les relations de sociétés 


Il n'y a pas d'exemple contraire je crois, car j'ai en vain cherché dans la juri 
prudence ‘un pirdeédont od cette pratique ait donné liew A des débats judiciairos, 
trouvé: Jen conolus que cette pratique n'a jamais fait surgie des ditficultés, 
Los jurisver qui ont éerit aut le droit des sociétés n’ont point traité cette questia 
tellement elléa paru étre peu donteuse; MM. Dalloz et Bedarrides nen oat pas non p 
fait l'objet d’une discussion »péeiale. 
Tl. Lea Sociétés Anonymes peuvent dont sans inconvéaient déroger aux claus 
purement roglementaires do leurs statuts, clauses insérées uniquement pour le. profit de 
fociété, Mais le “cametére de Ia dérogation est souverninement laissés A Papprécia 


du ju " 

Crest dans le codro des dispositions réclementaires qu'il faut ranger le di 
parageuphe de lArticle 48. 

Dono un déézvé, non lukméme actionnairo, faut représenter te Goavernea 
Anglais aux Assembiées de la Compaaie du Canal de Suez. 

12. La délégation signéo par lo Secrétaire de ln Trésorerie sulfit pour invester 
délégué de son mandat, dont les termes n’ont rien de saoramentel. 

‘Le certificat du Scerétairo do Ia Trésorerie que les actions sont toujours aux mains 
Gouvernement Britannique, sulfit également pour Naduiasion du délégue al’ Assemblée, qu 
que le parageaphe premier de I'Article 48 exige le dépot des actions & la caisse de la Soci 


© Eiltion dp 1872, Vol il Now. 288 ot suivante. 
4 Motarrides “ Devit Commercial” Eaitioa de 1871, Vol. vi, No. $00. 
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Ging jours avant I'Assemblée. Mais c'est ld encore imple disposition régh iT 
esr ee une simple disposition réglementaire 
(Signé) ‘TREITT. 


Paris, le 30 Juillet, 1877. 
———S_ ee ea 
No. 151. 


Lord Tenterden to Mr. Lingen. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 2, 1877. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 13th ultimo, Tam directed ‘by the Tart of 
to transmit to you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of Her 

Majesty's Treasury, a copy of a despatch which was addressed to Lord Lyons on the 19th 

ultimo, instructing his Excellency to obtain a report from M. ‘Treitt on a question which 
been raised by the Suez Canal Directors and by Mr. Reilly viz, whether an official of 

the British Government can validly represent that Government at the general meetings of 

‘the Suez Canal aes without being himself a sharcholder. rs 
Tam also to inclose a copy of the reply which has been received from Lond Lyons, 

inclosing M. Treitt's report on the subject.* 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ' TENTERDEN. 


No. 152, 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received August 4,) 


ry 
ly Lord, Alexandria, July 24, 1877, 
Digg NATH reference to your Lordship's despatch No, 5, Commercial, of them instant, 
fe the honour to incloss a copy of a note verbale that I left with the Khedive this 
orang respecting the exchange of land between Her Majesty's Government 
= the Goer Canal Company at Port Sala. I explained to him at the'seme tine the 
tare of a Proposed arrangement 
lis Highness raised no difficulty or objection to it whatever, and promised to take 
Sheree nn fe ‘ 
xis ae pe ¥ ites of Her Majesty's Government with respect to the issue of 
T have, &e. 


(Signed), VIVIAN. 


Inclosure in No. 152. 


Note Verbale. 
Alezandria, July 24, 1877. 
ITH the view offcitating the improfement to be made atthe Pon batd enteeooe 
Suez Canal, an ment is in contemplation between Her Majesty's Govern. 
dd the Suez Canal Company for the exchange of certain lands, the property of 
Majesty's Government, at the entrance to the Canal, which will come within the 
the proposed improvement, against a plot of ground offered to them by’ the 


“Majesty's Government desire that this proposed transfer of land should: be 
the kaowledge of the Khedive, with the view to obtaining hia ament.therets, 
the issue of the hodgets for the land, so soon as the arrangements shall 

been completed with the Suez Canal Company. 
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No, 153. 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received August 4.) 


(Nv. 230. Political.) 
My Lord, Alexandria, July 24, 1877, 

IN conversation with the Khedive to-day about the police of the Suez Canal, we 
touched upon the question of the Egyptian gun-boat “Dongola” remaining at her station 
off the Port Said entrance to the Canal. 

His Highness said that as Captain McKillop was of opinion that her position might 
invite the Russians to attack her (sbould they be in the neighbourhood), although he did 
not anticipate any danger of a Russion man-of-war coming to Port Said, he should give 
orders that the * Dongola," which could not pretend to be a man-of-war, should be retired 
well within the port, to ful her proper duties ax part of the police guard of the intemal 
waters of the . 

His Highness also told me that he had ordered Captai i in 
consequence of bis having heard that the eaptnin. of the . 
through the Canal, had expressed himself as not altogether satisfied with the police pat 


arrangements along the Canal. 
L have, &e. 


(Gigned) C, VIVIAN. 





No, 154. 
Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received August 4.) 


Political.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, July 28, 1877. 

CAPTAIN McKILLOP assures me that the reports that have been circulated of am 
insufficiont depth of water at the Port Sald entrance to the Canal aro untruo, and that 
they are disproved hy the facts that the British steamer “Hooper,” drawing 26 feet, 
found no difficulty whatever in passing out of the Canal, while the German i 
"Kaiser," drawing, a he sail, 20 fect; came right into the port to coal without any 
accident. 

Tt is well known that there is w great silt at Port Sald, but the drags are doing theit 
work woll and keeping it down. 

‘AL the request of Captain Earle, of the “ Research,” I have obtained permission for 
Mr. Millard to survey and sound the harbour of Port Suid. 

Everything was going on well ia the Canal when Captain McKillop left it; he hat 
een roplacod temporueily in the command of its police by Coromander Morice, R.N. 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) C, VIVIAN. 


oe 
No. 154%, 


Colonel Stokes to the Karl of Derby.—(Received August 6.) 


(No. 12. Commercial.) 
iy Lord, Chatham, August &, 1877. 

IN obedience to your Lordship's directions I have the hooour to report as fallows 00 
letter from Messrs. H, 8. Edwards and Co., of South Shields, of which an extract was 
sent to me for observations. 

Messrs. Edvards and Co, ask whether the Suex Canal authorities are justified ia 
remeasuring vessels which have not been specially measured by the Board of Trade foe 
the Canal dues each time that they pass through the Canal, and jn increasing the tonnage 
cach time. 

Tam of opinion that every shipowner whose vessels pass through the Canal ought 0 
provide them with the special certifiente, ‘The Canal authorities are bound to aconpt that 
Certificate ; the absence of it is sulficient to warrant them in the supposition that a 
does not produce a certifieate because it would make her pay more dues ; in other wards 
the authorities consider its non-production as an attempt to defraud the Company of its 
just due, 


a1 


Remeasurement of the vessel ought to produce the same result each time it is effected, 
Imnless a change in the vessels’ covered-in spaces has been made. As her owner has not 
taken the official measurement of the Board of Trade, no means exist for testing the 
‘Accuracy of the Canal officals. The omission of shipowners to comply with the directions 
the Board of Trade therefore deprives them of the protection this Department would 
Stherwise be able to afford them. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 


No, 155. 
‘The Sues Canal Directors to the Earl of Derby —(Receited August 8,) 


29. Commercial.) 

iy ‘Lord, Paris, Auguat 6, 1877. 

IN obedience to your Lordship’s instructions in the despatch named in the margi 

We have had a long conference to-day with some of the mombers of the Committee of 

titsgenent of the Suez Canal Company, ia consequence of which we think it desirable 

that, before further continuing the negotiations on the subject of tonuuge measurements, 

We should bo placed in communication with the Bourd of ‘Trade. 

te «Ele questions at sue are very minuto aod technical, and mach time would probably 
spared if we were allowed to consult the professional officers of the Board before 

tubmitting propositions to your Lordship as to the agreement to be come to with the 

In 


i. 
‘shall be prepared to attend a Conference in Landon for this purpose at such time 
48 may be arranged with the officers of the Board of ‘Trade, if they will have the goodness 


communicate with us. 
(Signed) J. STOKES, 

©. RIVERS WILSON, 

EDWD. J. STANDEN, 


No. 156. 
The Earl of Derby to the Sues Canal Directors. 


Commercial) 
en, Foreign Office, August 8, 1877. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 25 of the 5th aes eee proposed: 
of Tand at Port Said between Her Majesty's Government and the Suex Canal 
ypany,t I have to inform you that I have received a despatch from Her Majesty's 
and Convul-Generl in ypt whom T had instructed to confer with the Khedive 
the subject, stating that His Highness raises no difficulty or objection to the proposed 
MMngement, and that he has promised to take steps to give effect to the wishes of Her 
Majesty's Government with regard to the issue of the necessary title deeds. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) DERBY. 


Mr, Lister to Messrs, Edwards and Co, 


Foreign Office, August 9, 1877. 

ue letter of the 24th ultimo which referred to 

you 8. Stevenson," by the authorities of the Suez 

Tat! Company,$ Lam directed by the Barl of Derby to state to you that it appears that 

Yescel in question is still unprovided with the special Suez Canal certificate, In his 

foray ship's opinion, every vessel passing through the Canal ought to be provided with this 

Piiticate, which the Canal authorities are bound to accept. The absence of itis sufficient 

amuni them in sapposing that a vessel docs ‘not produce it because it would make her 
‘wore dues. 

* No. 148, 


No 152, $ Now tot, 
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Bach remeasurement of the vessel ouzht to prorduce the same result, unless a chi 
in the vessel's covered-in spaces has been made, but ns you have not taken the off 
measurement of the Board of Trade, no means exist-for testing the accuracy of the 
officials in this respect, 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) 


157. 
Mr. Lister to Mr. Farrer. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 10, 1877. 
WITH teferenee to your letter of the 10th ultimo, I am directed’ by’ the Eadl 

Derby to state to you, for the information of the Lords of ‘Trade, that the British Sa 
Canal Directors hive roported* that after a conference which they have held with sou 
the members of the Committee of Management of the Suez Canal Company, they think 
desirable that before proceeding farther in the negotiations ‘relative to. tonnage meas! 
ments, they should be placed in comm nication with 
state the questions at issue are very minute and technical. and that much’ time 
probebly be spared if thay are allowed to soosalt the profesional offeus of the B 
efore submitting thelr propositions as to the agreement to be come to with the Comp 
in this matter. 

Tam accordingly to request that you will move the Lords of Trade to make 
necessary arrangements for this meeting at an early date, and to inform Lord Derby, 
‘order that a communication on the subject may be made to the Suez Canal Directors. 
am to add that his Lordship is desirous that “Mr. Kennedy, of this Office, should 
this meeting. 

Tam, &e, 
(Bigned) "TV. LISTER. 


No, 158, 
Mr. Vivian to the Barl of Derty—(Received August 11.) 


No. 241. Political.) 
fy Lord, ‘Alesandria, July 31, 1877. 
T HAVE the honour to incloso, for your Lordship's information, n sensible artid 
probably officially inspired, from “Le Phare d’Alexandrie,” one of the leading ne 
papers in Egypt, respecting certain rumours that have been circulated here of 
fotention of tho Bgyptian Government immediately to fortify the entrances to 


Tam convinecd that no such project has ever been seriously entertained he 


except porbaps by tho American General Stone, chief of the Egyptian Staff 
means af defence first thought of was, as I infarmed your Lordship at the time, to 
down torpedoes off both mouths of the Canal, but this idea was at once abandow 
upon my representations of its disadvantages and posible dangers to navigation. 
have, &o. 
(Signed) "©. VIVIAN. 


Tnclosure in No. 158. 
Extract from “Le Phare a Alexandrie" of July 30, 18; 


‘Le Cawan Fontrrrf.—l faut croire décidément que certains publicistes ont 
foi par trop solide en In enédulité do lours lectours, bon ji Ia maniére d 
bien souvent ils en abusent. Tout derniérement, c'est le inet lat’ qai annong 
jue le Khédive ferait bitir, au compte do |'Angleterre, deux forts A entrée du 

Suez, et que des ingénicurs Anglais en dirigeraient les travaux. Faut-il_ beaues 
de perplcacité Tanger cette nouvelle au nombre de celles dont nous avons et 
parler dans ces derniers jours, et qui ont le mérite d’étre aussi infondées dans le fond 
4qu'absurdes dans In forme? 

85 155. 
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Lo Khéilive se décidant & bitir des forts, sur son propre territoire, pour le compte 
deTAngleterre! Quels arguments pourrait-on invoquer pour plaider les citeonstances 
muantes contre une pareille bérue? L’Angleterre a, sans nul doute, les plus 
intéréts dans ecto yoie de communication ‘entre la Méditerranée of POeén 

ien ; les trois quarts environ des navires qui passent par le Canal appartiennent 
do marine Bevtaro as Mais Vavantage ie profiter ae les faigacetd les plus 
du Canal Maritime ne constitue aucun droit, aucun privilége qui puisse en 
jue sorte infirmer Ie droit territorial, ou Ini imposer aucunes charges, quelles 
cles ecient Angleterre, pour snureyarder set props intérts, pour #uaeirer Ia 
communication de co passage, n'a qu'un moyen qui lui est propre et que personne 
Re saurait Ini contester. Ce moyen, elle y a déji songé, c'est de faire garder entrée 

ses navires cuirassés, 

La mer, viol le seul élément sur lequel l'Angleterre est maltresse d’établir, pour 
ton compte, et quand elle le juge nécessaire, une ligne de défense qui puisse garantir 
A navigation du Canal contre l'éventualité d'un coup de main queleonque. 

Si le Khédive croit nécessaire de bittir des forts A entrée du Canal de Suez, il n'a 
qu’ exécuter ces travaux pour son propre compte, Sa dignité, ses droits, sos intéréts 
Ae saursient lui consciller un autre moyen dlexéoution. ‘Tout au plus il n'aurat qu’a 
% mettre d'accond avec Ia Compagnie Universelle, pour que cos travaux, un 

nécessaires, ne puissont apporter aucune entravo A Lexploitation et aux droits 
Acquis par elle, 
Mais ces forts sont-ils nécessaires? Uno fois le Canal fortifié esti. séricusement 
ti contre un coup de main en cas de guerre? Il est bien facile do se convaincre 
‘contraire. 

Ta guerre actuelle, cela est bien évident, no pent entrer dans les calculs qui 

détermincraient In nécessité do ces forts, Dow constructions de ce genre ne stimpro- 

Wun moment &Yautre; elles demandent des sommes et un temps qui no 

Serait pas du tout limité, Or, ¥ a-t-il quelqu'un qui puise soubalter 4 In guerre 

Actuollo une durée tlle, qu'avant sa fin le Canal soit complement fortiié? Mats si 

Tes forts sont néceaaires & la défonso du Canal, pendant I'époque de leur construction, 
lui-ci pourrait 40 trouver & la merci de l'ennemi, 


8i aucun danger, par contre, ne menace le Canal et le territoire pendant 


‘pticr 
1a guerry actuelle, et nous en avons soquis désormnis In cortitude, lo Khédive n'a pas 


besoin do songer & des travaux dont l'urgence n'existe pas, dont I'utilité ost tris 

Contestablo, ot qui, ne pouyant étre exéeutés nutrement que par Yargent do I'Raypte, 

Semiont unc charge aussi Tourde que peu justitige pour les finances du pays. En fait do 

tmeaux publics, le Gouvernement Kayptien a bien d'autres choses en Yue que des 
ifcations qui ne sont d'aucuno utilité svelte. 

En effot, xi elles ne répondent pas ii une néoesité immédiate, elles ne peuvent, 
want Vavenir, garantir sdriousement le Canal en eas de guerre, Ces fortifications, 
Rotro avis, ot nous croyons partager Popinion de tous lex hommes de bon sens, ne 

ont qu’h attirer Fattontion de Yennemi ct h Yenoourygor h quelque coup de main, 
u'll ne songerait peut-ttre pas do tenter «i le Canal restait, comme il I'est maintenant, 
Suvert A la navigation générale et sans Gtre défenda par des ouvrages militaires. Ces 
Suyrages done, si étendus qu'ls puissent étre, compromettraient, en tout état de défense, 
es intéréts du Canal et de In navigation. 

Une fois ln paix nitablie sl y a quelque chose A faire pour le Canal, co n'est cortes 
Fepldée do te forte qui pourra jamais prévalot. Ts Palssanoes Maritimes, ass 

que Fautorité territoriale, auront & s’occuper sérieusoment de Ia question du droit 
des neutros et du droit des belligérants, en cas de pure, sur le Bosphoro de Suez. 
‘Nous persistons toujours dans notre opinion, malgré les graves difficultés qu'elle pout 
Youlever, que la seule solution possible est colle de In neutralisation du Canal. 
VAngleterre entend se réserver le droit de faire ses nayires de guerre, ce qui 

it sembler une contradiction avec Ie principe de Ia neutralité. Ce droit reeonna 
toutes les Puissanees Maritimes, dans des conditions déterminées, pourrait tros bien 
nnisor avec le principe de neutralisation, ainsi que nous Vavons prouvé d cette 
ime place. i 
_ Pour le moment, pas In moindre idée de forts A bitirA Ventrée du Canal, qui puisse 
voir une justification quelconque, que ces constructions soient exécutées an compte de 
VAngleterr, on queltes le soient au compte du Khédive, 





94 
No. 159. 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Lister—(Received August 13.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, August 11, 1877. 

TAM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
10th instant, requesting that arrangement may be made whereby at an. early date 
meeting may be held between the professional officers of this Board and the Suez 
Directors. In reply Tam to state, for his Lordsbip’s information, that most of the pro 
fessional officers of the Board are absent on inspeetions, but that the undersigned Assistant 
Scoretary and the Principal Surveyor for tonnage, or his assistant, will be prepared. t 
confer with the Suez Canal Directors on Monday the 13th instant, at 2 r.1., should th 
date and hour be convenient to the Directors, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ' THOMAS GRAY. 


No. 160. 
Mr. Lister to the Sues Canal Directors. 


Foreign Office, August 13, 1877. 
MR. LISTER presents his compliments to the British Suez Canal Directors, 
in reply to their despatch No. 29 of the 8th instant, begs to inform them that the propo 
meeting at the Board of Trade has been fixed for toxlay at 2 o'clock, 


No. 161. 
Mesere, Kdtwards and Sons to the Earl of Derby —(Reecived August 15.) 


High Docks, South Shields, August 10, 1877. 
receipt of letter from the Foreign Otfice, under date 
the 9th instant, replying to that portion of our letter of the 24th ultimo, referris 
remeasurement of our steamer Stevenson” by the Suc Canal authorities, 
wo beg to thank your Lordship for the attention this matter has received. 
We are, &e, 
(Signed) ’ =H. S. EDWARDS asp SONS, 


No, 162. 
Mr. Fenton to the Eart of Derby —(Received August 15.) 


No. 60, Commercial.) 
dy Lord, The Hague, August 13, 1877. 
ON ‘receipt of your Lordship's despatch of this series No. 33 of the 16th May 

relative to the new surtax mt for the Suez Canal, Sir Edward Harris addres 

to the Minister of Foreign. Athirs u note dated tho 231 of that month, in which, 
pursuance of your Lordhip’s instructions, be communicated to his Excellency, in 
terms employed by your Lordship, the observations contained in, that despatch 
reference to the note trom M. de Willebois on the subject in question, a copy of whi 
formed the inclosure in my despatch No. 25 of this series of the 2nd March last. A 

M; de Wilebot has ow replied to Sir Edvard Harriss communication by the noe 
which I have the honour to inclose a copy herewith. 

His Excellency commences by stating that he lost no time in communicating to 
colleague of the Finance Department the Stservations made in Sir Edwanl Hants nd 
in reply to his communication of the Ist March last, relative to the Convention conclud 
by Colonel Stokes and M. de Lesseps, respecting the Suez Canal dues, and to an arragg® 
ment to be come to with the Company on the subject of the spaces to be deducted trot 
the gross tonnage of vessels, in calculating the amount of dues to be levied ; whereu 
M. de Willebois states, his colleague deemed it opportune to consult on these subjed 
M. Janson, who took part in the Constantinople Coutereace as the Delegate o 
Netherlands Government; and his Excellency adds that, Her Majesty's Governim 
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Taying expressed the wish to learn the opinion of that gentleman on the last-named 
Subject, he flatters himself that it may be equally agreeable to them to be made acquainted 
with M. Jansen’s views relative to the question (which was likewise referred to in 
SirE. Harris's note) as to the right of the Canal Company to reject the certificates of 
Bessurement issued in the Netherlands under the prescriptions of Rule 2 of the Merchant 
jing Act of 1854; an’ his Excellency therefore incloses the copy of a Memorandum 
lish) on these mutters, which has been presented hy M. Jansen to the Netherlands 
ernment. 
In this Memorandum, M. de Willebois observes, M. Jansen answers in the negative 
the question as to the rig any on the point above-mentioned, and 
Brealleoey theo remarks that Rule 


‘one of the rules recommended by 
the Constantinople Tonnage Cou the “ Avis" drawn up at Constanti« 
which proposed that the basis for levying the tax and surtax on vessels measured 
Sctording to the Moorsom system should be the tonnage specified in the ship's papers, no 
ion was made between one or other of thoso rules, which are mentioned under one 
oy designation. Consequeatly, that the Commission, in permitting the application of 
in those countries where the Moorsom system might not yet have come into force, 
had evidently no intention to forbid the application of that Rule in countries which had 
Already adopted that system, though intending, at the samo time, that the Rale in question 
Mould have a transitory and exceptional character, 
‘This, his Excellency states, is the adopted by the legislation of the Netherlands, 
MM eet forth in Article d of the Royal Ordinance of August 21, 1875, und he declares 
the administration of this country is unable entirely to dispense with the application 
Rule 2; for, as M. Jansen remarks in his Memorandam, geent difficulties attend the 
ion of Rale } to vessels already in active service, expecially to stearn vessels, the 
Measurement of which, according to the last-mentioned Rule, it is in many enses necessary 
40 defer until a convenient opportunity occurs, Avd in the meantime, unless the 
‘Sompetent authority refuse to give the Vessel a certificate of any description, no alter 
Wve remains but to apply Article 2, to which the Canal Company would appear to have 
he less ground for objecting, as there is no reason to believe that the result under that 
‘would be less in their favour, a+ rgands the amount of dues to be paid, than under 
Tule applicable to the measurement of empty sbips. 
If, therefore, ccelleney goos on to my, the Company claims to sabject Nether- 
‘nds vessels passing through the Canal to un arbitrary, and necessarily. superficial 
surement, this can be only for the purpose of increasing their rovenues in au ilicit 
for which purpose pretexts will never be wanting until the Company be constrained 
{orespect the principle proclaimed by the Commission, to the etfeet that the certificate of 
Gitcage deliver, aller measurement according to. the rules proposed by the Commission, 
trite orhpetent suoely FU eae to rth aha eet coy all Ue soa 
Pi basis for the levying of the duce; or to mako use of the terms employed by your 
[ai “ that every’ vessel be taxed on the net tonnage shown In her papers, which isto 
Sccapted without reserva! ee 
srds the definition of the spaces to be deducted from the gross tonnage of 
Siram-resseie his Excellency remarks that a misunderstanding appears Skacacwerel 
hich he desires to clear up, as on looking over his note of the Ist of March last, he has 
Deen unable to discover the ground on which your Lordship should have boew led to 
elieve that he saw any objections to the course adopted by Her Majesty's Government 
Nith respect to the present question, that course having apparently boon hitherto confined 
consulting the other Powers interested. His intention was, his Excellency states, to call 
F0ur Lordship's attention to the consequences which might be deduced from an arrange 
entered into with the Canal Company respecting the interpretation of the rules 
re to measuremont as Inid down by the Internatiomal Commission ; as it appeared, 


Aad stil appears, to his Excellency, that that Interpretation should not be made the subject 


SFstipulations with the Company. He is happy, therefore, to learn by Sir Edward Harris's 
that Her Majesty's Governinent have no {atention to discuss with the Company the 
of the spaces to bo deducted from the «ross tonnage, and that a specification of 

‘Spaces will not find any place in « Convention with the Canal Company, 

Looking at the question from this point of view, he observes that the Netherlands 
Government can only applaud the initiative taken by Her Majesty's Goverament in the 
‘SRoeral interest. 

With respect to the enumeration of the spaces which, according to the views of the 

ids Government, should be deducted from the gross tonnage, his. Excellency 
FEES 0 the opinion expressed by M. Jansen in his Memorandum already’ mentioned ; but 
Excellency desires in addition to olserve that. the spaces mentioned under Nos. 9 and 
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10 in my note of the 10th of February iast (the chaptain's cabin and those of the cooks 
‘and the bakers) should be deducted i cases where tose persons employed exclusively of 
behalt of the crew, and his Excellency concludes by stating that the Netherlands Govert= 
ment share in the opinion of the Government of Her Majesty, that the Company cana 
be denied the right to satisfy itself that the spaces excluded according to the system 
dom by the International Commission be not used for the conveyance of passengers Of 
goods. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) "HL P. FENTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 162. 
M. de Willebois to Mr. Fenton. 


1M, le Chargé d°Atfares, La Hye, le 9 Aodt, 1877. 

PAR son offic du 23 Mai, M.\'Amiral Harris m'a fait Vhonneur de porter 
‘connaissance quelques observations du Gouvernement Britannique, auxquelles a donné lied 
ma communication du 1 Mars deruier, relative & la Convention entre MM. Stokes et. 

ps concernant les droits de navigation sur lo Canal de Suez et i un arrange 
ultérieure & conclure avec In Compagnie de ce Canal au sujet des espaces i déduire 
tounge brut des nares pou la perception de coy droits 

fe me suis empressé do faire part de ces observations au Ministre des Finances q 
de son odté, a jugé opportun de consulter A ec sujet M. le Conseiller d'Btat Jan 
ancien délégué des Paye-Bas aux Conférences de Constantinople. 

‘Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté In Reine ayant exprimé le désir de recevoir Yavis 
co délégud sur les espaces i déduire du tonnage brut, jose me flatter quill lui 

ement agréable de connaltre son opinion sur une autre question traitée dans T'office 
|. VAmiral Harris, & savoir: si la Compognic du Canal a, oui ou non, le droit de 
les certificats de jauge en Néerlande d'apria tn régle 2 du “Merchant Shipping Act 
1854." Creat pourquoi je me permets d'ajouter A cette tote une copie du mémoire 
M. Janson, tel quiil a été présenté au Gouvernement du Roi. 

11 appert de ce mémoire que cet olficier supérieur, quant A ta seconde des quest 

itées, no pronones pour la négative. 

En effet, il est évident quo In. rigle 2 précitée fait partic des régles de jauge 
recommandées. par Ia Consnission Internationale, ¢t que la section 2 de “Tavis " de Co 
‘tantinople, on proposant comme base de Ia perception de ls taxe et de la surtaxe pour If 
rnovires mesurés d'aptés le systdme Moortom le tonnage net inserit sur leurs papiers 
Bord, ne fait auoune différence entre l'une et autre de ces régles comprises dans une 
cet méme désignation générale, Des lore il parait hors de doute que la Commission, 
jpermiettant Fapplication dela rigle 2 aux pays od le aysttme Moorsom n'est pas enc 
nied en vigueur (section 15 des considérations préalables du rapport final) n'a wull 
saimentan do dclndre ett application aux pays ayant dgA adopts ce systems, b 
‘que, dans sa pensée, elle doive garder un camotiro tranaitoiro et exceptionnel. ‘Tel 
M. le Charge d’Athhires, le systtme de In législation en Néerlande, ainsi qu'il appert 
VArticle 4 do VArrété Royal du 21 Anat, 1876, et Vadministration ne peut 
entidrement de In rdgle 2, attendy que, comme le fait observer M, Jansen, ‘application 8) 
In eagle | aux navires dga en usage présente de grandes diffcultés, nommément en. 
‘qui concerne les bateaux & vapeur, et doit souvent etre différde jusqu’a la proch 
Gccasion, Dans Patervalle, si Pautorité compétente ne veut pas refuser tout certiicat #8 
navire, il ne lui resto que d'appliquer Ia régle 2, ct In Compaguie est dautant mo 
fondée As'y opposer qu'il n'y A aucune raison dle supposer que cette rele donnersit 
réultot moins favorable au point de vue de la perception des droits que celle pour 
navies vides. 

‘Si, donc, Ia Compagnie prétend soumettre Jes navires Néerlandais passant pat 
Conal A un mésurge arbitraire et nécessairement superficiel, ce me peut étre qui 
davgmenter soa revenus d'une uanidre ilicite, et lex prétextes & cette fin ne lui feront 
‘défaut tant qu'elle ne sera pas contrainte & respecter be principe énoncé par la Comm 
Tnternationale que “le certifiont de jauge, délivré par les autorités compétentes de 1 
auguel sppartient Ie navire, apres jaugeage opéré d'aprés les prescriptions des regi 
proposées par (cette) Comtnission, fait foi, pour servir de base a la perception des taxes 
{poge 5 di Rapport Final de Constantinople), ou bien pour me servir des termes de 1am 
Derby, “ thnt every vessel be taxed on the net tonnage shown in her papers, which (is) 
be accepted without reserve.” 


Quant A la définition des espaces  déduire du tonnage brut des navires yapeur i 
Semble exister un malentendu quil importe d'éclaircir, Bn relisant ine communication du 
I Mars deraier, je n'ai pu découvrir, M. le Charge d’Atfaires, ce qui a pu donner a Lord 

erby lieu de croire que je vois des inconvénients dans le procédé du Gouvernement 
Britannique dans le cas présent, procédé qui jusqu'ici semble s'étre bornée & consulter les 
tims Prisances inteaes 
‘ai cru seulement devoir signaler & votre attention les conséquences qui pourraient 
tre déduites d'un arrangement avec la Compagnie da Canal, au sujet de Tineprétation 
és rigles de jaugeage de 1s Commission Internationale, interprétation qui me semblait, et 
Me semble encore, ne pouvoir faire objet de stipulations avec cette Compas 

J'aime done A constater que d'aprés ce que me mande I'Admiral Harris, le Gouverne- 
‘ment de la Reine n’a pas Viatention de discuter avec elle la specification des espuces & 
déduire da toonage brut, et & en conclure que celle-ci ne sera non plus insérée dans 
Une Convention avec 14 Compagnie du Canal. De ce point de vue Te Gouvernement du 

he saurait qu’applaudir a initiative que le Gouvernement, Britannique a bien youl 

ire dans un but dintéret général. Pour l'énumération des espaces a déduire du 

brat, selon Popinion da Goovernement du Roi, je prends Ia liberté de me rétérer 

Avis de M: le Colonel Jansen, sau faire observer que les expaces visés aux Nos. 9 et 

10 de votre office du 10 Février dernier (chambre de leccléslastique et logis des cuisiniers 

# des bo ), devront dtre déduits au cas que oes personnes seraient exclusivement 
As service de Féquipoge. 

Le Cabinet do la Haye partage d'illeurs Topinion du Gouvernement Britannique que 
Tou ne saurait refuser & 1a Compagnie le droit de vérifier que les espaces exemptés selon le 
Aystéme de la Commission Internationale ne sont pas employés au transport de passagers 
‘00 de marchandises. 

‘ Veuillez, &e, 
(Signé) Vax psx DOES px WILLEBOIS, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 162. 


Considerations on certain outstanding questions with the Suez Canal Company in 1877, 


the Delegate of the Netherlands, at the Constantinople International 
‘mission of 1873. 


‘THE. points for consideration have been classed under two heads, namely :— 

1. The circumstances, if any, under which vessels passing through tho Suez Canal 

proper national certificates of measurement may be remeasured, wholly or in part, by 

of the Suex Canal Company. 

2 ‘The settlement of the question as to excluding from or including certain spaces in 
the net register tonnage of Tene: 

In respect to the first of the nbove-mentioned points, the “Rapport Final” of the 
Constantinople Tonnage Comission has enunciated the following principle == 

“La fixation du tonnage appartient en tout pays au pouvoir souverain comme un des 
Mtributs de lautorité publique.” 

“The “ Avis” of that Commission to the Sublime Porte, “sur le mode de perception 
“plicable au Canal de Suez,” was based upon that principle. 

By adopting this “ Avis,” and the Constantinople Rules for fixing the tonnage of 
Ships in the Ottoman Etopite, and by prescribing to the Canal Company to lovy thi 

se onthe net Regater tounege found. by those ‘Reles (oot by the Canal 
Company, but by the competent suthorities), the Subliine Porte recovered a sovereign right 
the Canal Company bad usurped by establishing its own rules of tonnage, and by 

ing ships. 

M. de Leatrps protested, but the Sublime Porte took no notice of it because it was a 
Protest against the exercise of @ sovereign right, and compelled him by armed force to 
Submit to the authority of the Sovereign Power who had sanctioned the concession, from 
Which the Canal Company erroneously concluded that it bad the right to fix “Ie tonneau 
i ome des navires,” the base mentioned in the concession on which tonnage dues were 

‘Although the Constantinople Commission condemned those proceedings of the Canal 
Company, and although this opinion was adopted by the Sublime Port and by all the 
Consulted Powers, still M. de Lesseps could only submit under protest. 

‘To make M. de Lesceps withdraw his protest, and offer the submission of the Canal 
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Company to the authority of the Sublime Porte, was the object of the Convention of 
February 21, 1876, entered into between Colonel Stokes and M. de Lesseps, 

If this ‘Convention has succeeded in the object for which it was made, the Canal 
Company cannot give a better proof of its submiasion than by desisting from exercising 
the sovereign right of measuring and fixing the tonnage of vessels passing through the 
‘Suez Canal. 

There will be not any necessity for remeasuring ships save in exceptional cases sti 
lated or to be stipulated in Treaties concluded or to be concluded between the Sublime 
Porte and the different Powers who have adopted the Moorsom system and the Constanti« 
nople Rules, by which Treaties the national certificate of measurement issued by each 
Power will receive the same privilege in all the ports and canals of the Ottoman Empire 
as will be granted to the Ottoman tonnage certificate, of which the net register tonnage bas 
been declared by the Porte, and accepted by the Canal Company as to be the “ tonneau dé 
eapacité des navires™ of the concession, 

Bat in those exceptional cases stipulated by ‘Treaty wherein ships can be remeasured 
it ooght to be doe by competent daly-apprnted Government ofcer jn Pypt, and nay 
by a private, least of all by an interested, Company. 

the Canal Company having submitted to the authority of the Sublime Porte, and 
having accopted the" Rapport Final,” of the Tonnage Commission, ought, as a sign of i 
submission, to accopt without reserve and in ful the certificate of measurement issoed by 
the Government of the country to which the ship belongs, and should adopt the net 
register tonnage stated on it, conform to Treaty stipulations as the tonnage on which 
the ship ix to pay dues. 

The Avis® of the Tonnage Commission prosribes for every case how the tonnage 
dues are to be levied without resorting to remessurement, which is a sovereign right nd 
to be exercised by a private company, but only by the Government of the country 1@ 
which the Suez Canal belongs. 

By its concession the Canal Company has received the right to levy w toll “ pat 
tonneau do capacité des navires.’ 

‘The Sovereign in whose dominions tho Suez Canal is situated has declared, nnd the 
Canal Company has accepted, that the net register tonnage of the Ottoman Empire it 
conformity with the Constantinople Rules is the “ tonneau” mentioned in the concessions 

IF this had been declared und accepted before the opening of the. Suez Canal, the 
Canal Company would never have usurped the soveoign night of meauring ships 

Now that the “tonneaa” of the concestion hax beon fixed by the Sublime Ports 
« d'nocord avec lex autres Puissances,” all tonnage questions in respect to the Suex Canal 
ought to be settled between those Powers. x 

‘The fact that England is tnare interested in the settlement of those questions that 
any other Power moved the British Government to offer its friendly offices to induce the 
Canal Copany to submit to the authority of the Sublime Porte. But if the Britis 
Government at the same time should try to come to an early understanding with the” 
Canal Company about outstanding tonnage questions, which the Company has no right t@ 
totv, it nto be feared that by treating the Company as_a public authority and not 38 

respectable, highl t, private concern, it will foster its presumption, 
fralice Wi tote decbed.sabenaoa! tothe authority of the Sublime Porte and to thé 
dliscoutiguance of the remeasurement not only of British ships, but of ships of all natioat 
passing through the Canal. a 

“The deviations from the Constantinople Roles said to be brought to light by the 
Canal Company: are it forward to justify the remeasurement. But a private 
Company is not authorized to do what Gavernments have neglected. Although inter 
in the tonnage question the Canal Company has no right to settle it, "The Company big 
uly the right to complain to the Sublime Porte, who,  d'accord avec les autres Paissances/ 
is to decide all tonnage questions ia respect to the Canal, and to grant a surtaxe above the 
rmuximuun fixed in the concession. . 

Th § 17 of the * Rapport Final” the Tonnage Commission “+ éimet le vera = pout 
garaotie Popplication identique des dite. principes dans tous les Etats, les nbgles dé 
3 proposées par elle soient adoptées par voie eerratinns ow par les Délégats: 
‘monis de pleins pouvoirs qui pourraient s'entendre sur les procédlés employer, et pout 
tous les détails d'exécution. 

If the underlined part of this wish had been fulfilled, and Delegates had been sent £2 
London to ogree upon all the working details, to guarantee the identical application of the 
Principles and rules of the “Rapport Final,” the Casal Company would not have had 
‘occasion to bring to light any deviations from the Constantinople Rules. a 

Without any agreement among the different Powers concerning the working details 
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the Rules they have adopted, it was to be foreseen that in small details there should be 
Some divergence; but as soon as the identical application of the Constantinople Rules 
shall be guaranteed, and all tonnage questions shall be discussed and settled by a Com- 
Mission of Government Delegates meeting first in England, and, if necessary, afterwards in 
ther countries successively, then there will be no necessity for re-measurement anywhere, 
‘and least of all in the Suez Canal. 
.. The Treaties between the Powers, equalizing their certificates of measurement, will 
Atipulate the exceptional cases in which ships shall be remeasured, and will exclude the 
Company’s officers from measuring ships. If necessary, then, the re-measurement in 
Canal ought to be done by a Government officer. 

‘The Sublime Porte, * d'accord avec les autres Puissances,” ought to give the required 
"xplanations of the “ Rapport Final” and the Constantinople Rules, and to decide if the 
Measurement, according to Rule 2, must continue (as stipulated in the " Avis") to receive 
the samo privileges in the Suez Canal as the measurement according to Rule 1. 

Rule 2 was not adopted by the International Tonnage Commission to accord freedom 
Sf choice between the two Rules, by which the gross capacity of ships should be measured, 

It was to bean exceptional, and not a second Rule. It was adopted by the Commission for 
the same reasons wherefor it was introduced into the Merchant Shipping Act of 1854 in 
|, by which the Moorsom system was introduced, namely, the reat practical diffi= 

Sulty of an accurate measurement of the gross capacity, nocording to ‘fate 1, in steamers 
After they have been launched and have received their internal arrangements, and also for 
Pructical impossibility to measure a ship with the cargo on bourd, according to Rule 1, 
fore Rale 1 eannot be dispensed with in the Moorsom system of measurement, and 
Piithis reason it has been maintained by the British Government in its proposed Bills of 
1870 and 1874, notwithstanding the Moorsom system existed more than twenty years in 


il, 

‘The opinion that Rule 2 was adopted by the Tonnage Commission only for the 
Benefit of countries where the Moorsom mie will be, but bas not yet bean, adopted; 
{inet be entertained by the Government of any country’'in which Rulé 2 forms a part of 

law prescribing the measurement of ships according to Moorsom's system, 

If a ship is to be measured in the Ottoman Empire with her cargo on board, as is 
‘enerally the case in the Suez Canal, it must be done by Rule 2. 

It is vory doubtfol if a measurement of the gross capacity, nocording to Rute 1, in 

without cargo, but with all her bulk-beods, coa!-bunkers, and other impediments, 
ould give a more approximate result than a tcasure:nent according to Rule 2; and if 
‘deed, there was a remarkable difference betweou the two Tales, it would be equalized by 
the factors 0:0017 and 0-0018, 
ang Bot the Constantinople Commision didnot think that those factors were not 

4s long as they are maintained in the Merchant Shipping Act of 1854, there is 
Maton to believe that the result of Tule 2 i ok Cores ok Gtariy at, ee. 
" application of Rule 2 is « nocemity for the introduction of Moorsom's system, 

fannot be introduced withoot Rale 2; the registers for tonnage in the United Kingdom 

1854 will show it, and that there have elapsed some years before all British shi 

measared according to Role 1, because the surveyors had to abide their time tll 

should want new boilers or repairs, and they’ could avail themselves of those 
tunities to measure those steamers according to Rule 1. 

‘The “redaction ” of section }5 of the " Rapport Final’” was, at first, Dans les pays 
that g3st8me Moorsom n’est pas adopté;" but the Delegate of the Netherlands suggested 

it would be better to alter the sentence as it now stands, otherwise there was no 
Recessity for adopting Moorsom's system, which the Commission proposed should be 
iversally ad The privilege of paying 3 fr. per ton was only granted to those 
‘huntries who should introduce the international system of measurcinent, That is the 

pee cena 

In concluding the considerations on the first of the above-named points, it see 
the Sublime Port, « dPaccord avec: les autres Paissancee ” ought to decite all come 

ons in respect to the Suez Canal, and to give the true interpretation of the * Rapport. 
‘and to that decision the Canal Company ought to submit. It has no right to 
ships wholly or in part. 


There will not be any necessity for remeasuring ships in 
Sfficers when the identical application of the Constantinople Rules shall have been 


Fxypt by Government 


Buaranteed by is iat 
wv agreement of the different Powers, and then there will be no deviati 
fom the Rules as those which form the sccond of the above-named points for com 
ion, 
With reference to this second point it is authoritatively stated that the Canal 
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Company claims to include in the net tonnage of every ship passing through the Canal the 
following spaces, namely — 
1. The Chartroom, when used also as the captain's apartment or cabin. 
2, The Surgeon's eabin. 
‘The Purser’s cabin. 
The Officers’ mess-room. 
\gincers’ mess-room. 
6, The Carpenters’ and Boatswains’ (petty officers’) mess-room. 
7. The Officers’ bath-roor 
8, ‘The Engineers’ bath-roo 
. The Clerks" roor. 
10. The Cooks’ and Bakers’ berth, 
. The Stewards? cabin, 
12. The Stewardess’ cabi 
13. The galley or kitchen not used exclusive 
‘Assuming that those elaims were brought by the Canal Company through the proper 
channel to the cognizance of the Sublime Porte, and that this Power before deciding those 
{questions had asked the advice of the other Powers, and that the Delegate of the Nethete 
lands had to give his opinion in respect to those claims, or assuming that a Commission 
of Delegates of all the Powers concerned were to discuss and propose a settlement 
those claims, and that the same Delegate of the Netherlands as in 1873 was also 
at Commission, then his opinion in reapect to those claims would be at 
follow 
‘With regard to the first of the above-named spaces, as long as the captain's cabia 
excluded from the deductions from the groas tonnage that when a chart-room is used a ® 
‘captain's cabin such a ebart-room ought not to be included in the deductions, but to be 
included in the net tonnage. 
‘And also the spaces Nos. 2 and 3 ought to be excluded from the deductions and 
Included in the net tonnage. If vessels in somo countries with a crew of over 100 if 
rnutmber are obliged to can . such vessels are no doubt passenger ships, and the 


ingeon, 
sorgeon' cabin fn such ships ought to be included i the vet tonnage, 


Tt does not make any ditlerence if a required for the passengers or for the 
argo, in both cuss bis cabln must be included in the net tonnage. 

“Phe spacer Nos. 4, 5, 6,7, and 8 being being entirely devoted to the use of the 
ollicers and crew, all these spaces ought to be deducted from the gross tonnage within the 
limit of § per cent. of the gross tonnage for all the deductions for crew space, wl 
‘maximum Is rather too small than too large. 

‘The spaces Nos. 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13 are to be excluded from the deductions, aad 
to be inclbded in tho net’ tonnage not coming within the scope and intention of 
‘exempted spaces of the International Tonnage Commission. 

‘Recording to § 4 of the “Rapport Final" the gros tonnage compres ll see 
below the upper deck, and all the covered and olosed-in spaces on that deck, but i 
exouptions are made in measuring the gross tonnage, it ought to be stated on the 
ficate of moarurement, which ought to give all the details of the measurement (by Rule} 
if possible, and otherwise, out of necessity, by Rule 2) and of the computation by whielt 
the net toxinuge is obtained. 

If any spaco named in section 4 is exempted from the measurement of the gr0m) 
tonnage it may be added by the Sues Canal Company (if nothing is stipulated by Treaty?) 
‘to the gross tonnage, from which it ought to be deducted again if such spaces come wi 
tho scope and intention of the exempted spaces by the tonnage Commision ; and in thay 
caso iti not allowed to put pastengers or congo ia these or in similar exempted spaces 
to use them for any purpose to the service of the passengers or cargo. It would not 
exact {0 say that it is not allowed to put cargo or passengers in places excluded from 
measurement of gross capacity in geueral, but more correct it should be stated : exclud 
from the measurement of gross tonnage with regard to section 4 

If a skipper pleases to carry his cargo on deck instead of in the hold he is allowed 
do it, if no ot Jaw forbids it. In regard to the tonnage, according to Moorsom!#” 
faystem, it makes no difference where the cargo or passengers ate placed, but not in 
‘exempted spaces of the Tonnage Commission; there they are not allowed. 

View the Suez Canal Company's officers detect any fraud in a ship's certificate 
measurement, or that the vessel's arrangements are not couform with its certificate, 
find thot passengers or cargo, or persons connected with them, are carried in any 5 
which, as shown by the certificate of tonnage, were included in the deductions from 
‘gross tonnnge and excluded from the net tonnage, it would be a wiser policy and more 
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the interest of the Canal Company, instead of being judge in its own case and punishi 
is detutters by increasing thas st tonnage on tint single occasion, i such fund were 
Morte and convincingly shown to the Conml in Beypt of the Government to which the 
ship belongs, because then that Government would inflict, after receiving the report of its 
Consul, the penalty of excluding those spaces from the exemption, and the Company 
ould levy dacs on those spaces every time such a ship should enter the Canal. 

‘The Canal Coripany has acted up to the present time as if every ship-owner, and not 
the Government, fixed the tonnage of each ship. It was the natural consequence of its 
‘wn usurpation. But this bas come, or ought to come, to an ead. 

All the Governments concerned have shown their willingness to help the Company 
Sut of its difficulties, and have asked nothing in return than the discontinuance of an 
Unlawful practice. It would therefore be more to the real interest of the Company to 

from the re-measurement of ships and from giving its own interpretation of the 
Constantinople Rules, instead of submitting its claims to the decision of the only authority 
‘ho has the right to decide tonnage questions in respect to the Suez Canal, namely, the 
ime Porte, “d’accord avec les autres Puissances.” 
By submitting all its claims to that decision, and having faith in the honesty and 
tentions of all the Powers which issue tonnage certificates, and trusting in their 
ne! desire to assist the Company, this Company would gather an fooresied amoush 
Gfeympathy from all the Governments and from the mercantile community at large, which 
May want on some future occasion, while continuing its vexatory practice, by which the 
GS won't increase much, that sympathy will decrease more and more, to the detriment of 
‘the parties concerned. 
(Signed) JANSEN. 


The Hague, June 15, 1877. 


No, 163. 
Sir J. Stokes to the Earl of Derby.—(Received August 28,) 


0. 13. Commercial. Confidential.) 
Ky Lord, Chatham, August 27, 1877. 


I HAVE the honour to offer your Lordship the following general remarks on 
Mr. Fenton's despatch and its inclosures, as ‘one of the members of the Intermaooal 
fonoage Commission of 1873, inastnach as the principal paper of the documents now 
‘fore me emanate from my Dutch colleague on that Commission, M. Stato Councillor 
Himen. I think it desirable to take this course with reference to, these papers before 
Nbnitting them to my English colleagues on the Suez. Cenal Council, because the 
Stion appears to me to require consideration from its general aspect, anid on the grounds 
isinally sabeiuied by me buore tbe appointment of my colleagues, ae 
day J80200's paper is well worthy of attentive consideration. “He takes the clear and 
fete line that the Suex Canal Company, asa private body, bas no right to arrogute to 
tat the privilege of Sovereign States to fx the tonnage capacity of vessels, He holds to 
ie Principle that if any interpretation of the Constantinople Rules is to be given, it must 
Siven by the Sublime Porte as Sovereign Power, acting in accord with the principal 
ime Powers. He asserts that if any measurement is required in Egypt, it should be 
Hite by Government officers, not by the officials of a Company directly interested 
Teasing the tonnage of every vessel. He adwite that differences of practice in 
fail and interpretation of the Rules may very well arise in different countries, but he 
Fine out thatthe remedy for the evil i provided in the final report of the Tonnage 
mission ; this remedy being the assembly of a Commission of competent persons to 
eet in London and decide on the details of tasaruremnent, ; 
This remedy, M, Jansen urges, should still be applied. ‘That an authoritative verdict 
cag thus be obtained on all the disputed points, and armed with it the Porte might 


deen ME Jansen then goes on to give his opinion on the points of detail on which it had 

M sought, into which, at the preseut stage, I do not propose to enter. 
have the honour to remind your Lordship that the position which I took up a year 

‘Was that indicated by M. Jansen. 
thee! maintained that the Company should be absolutely interdicted from measuring on 
‘own account, but I insisted that we should have an absolute certainty of the 
Heres ofthe Special Certificates issued, and I recommended at frst (in my No, 31 of 
en a, 1876,) that the maritime Powers should invited to define the doubtful 
27 2D 
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points, and subsequently in my No. 60 of the 20th September and No. 63 of the 
Ist October, 1876, the re-assembling of the technical members of the Tonnage Commie 
sion in London, in order to lay down authoritatively, before treating with the Candl) 
Company what is. the correct interpretation of the Constantinople Rules. How divergent 
may be the interpretation M. Jansen's present note shows, for he differs from the view’ 
held here in several important particulars. 

"The Board of Trade did not feel able to accept the above proposals, and consequently 
the course was adopted of going to the Company with certain proposals, in which, it must 
be admitted, thet up to the present time not much way has been made. 

‘The Foreign Minister of the Netherlands expresses the opinion that there has bedi 
some misunde if us to the objection raised by his Excellency, in his note of the 
2nd March last, to the Goverament of Her Majesty entering into direct negotiati 
the Suex Canal Company, but it appears to me that the whole tenor of the present papers) 
is to emphasize that objection. 

‘The Suez Canal Directors have lately, by your Lordship's 
directly with the Board of Trade on some points of detail connected with their negotiation 
with the Suez Canal Company. It appears desirable, before pursuing that negotiation, that) 
the Board of ‘Trade should see the last papers from the Hogue, which I have now 
honour to return. A perusal of them may make it appear desirable to modify the instrae 
tions under whieh the Suex Canal Directors are at present acting. 


1 have, Se. 
(Signed) J, STOKES. 
No, 164. 
Messrs, Edwards and Sons to the Eart of Derly.—(Received September 4.) 


My Lord, High Docks, South Shields, September 3, 1877 


SINCE the receipt of your Lordahip's communication of the 9th ultimo, recomme 
ing that every vom passing though the Suez Canal “should be provided with a 8 


Sues Canal Certificate by our Board of Trado, which (your Lordship states) the 
tuttorition are Bound to coop” wo would beg’ to inform your Lordship that our age 
At Port Said represent to us that, on the contrary, these certificates are disregarded 
ly by the authorities, In support of this they give one instance, and wo may add 
firm to whom they refer aro well known to us and have confirmed the statemest 

of our agents, 

We inclve a copy of our agents Teter for your Loniships infurmation, and wo sh 
feel grateful if your Lordship will cause a strict inquiry to be made into the matter and 
advise us of the result, 

We are, &e. 
(Signed) -H. 8. EDWARDS axn SONS. 


Inclosure in No. 164. 
‘Messrs, Wills, Manche and Co. to Messrs, Bawards and Sons. 


Dear Sirs, wrt Seid, August 16, 1877. 

‘AS regards the inerease of tonnage of the steam-ship “James C, Stevenson " by tht 
Suex Canal Company, we regret to say there ix no remedy here, and if your application #: 
the direction at Paris has had no good result the only alternative is for owners to co 
‘at bome and take a trial case to court, It is a matier of surprise to us that the Board 
‘Prade continue to iste Suez Canal Certificates which are worse than useless, beiné 
misleading, and, whether correct or not, are entirely ignored by the Company. 

‘We hind 9 case in point yesterday: the steam-ship “Airy,” holding a new Suex Cans 
‘Special Tonnage Certifieate, was measured by the Canal Comipany and made 26 tons ove 
‘on which of course we are bound to pay before the ship is allowed to proceed. We hat@ 
written the owners, Messrs. Wilkie and Turnball, in the above sense, and we repeat thal 


the only remedy seems to lie in combined action. 
‘We are, &e. 
(Signed) | WILLS, MANCHE axp Co. 


We ees ee 
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No. 165. 
Mr. Lister to Mr. Farrer. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 5, 1877. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 18th April, I am directed by the 
Earl of Derby to transmit to you copies of a despatch from Her Majesty's Chargé 
@Afaires at the Hague, and of the note and memorandum from the Netherlands Govern- 
Ment therein inclosed,* relative to the meastrement of vessels for payment of the Suez 
dues. I also inclose a copy of a report by Sir John Stokes on these papers ;+ and I 
Am to request that you will move the Lords of Trade to take this correspondence into 
Consideration, and to favour Lord Derby with their opinion theroupon, and as to the 
steps which it may be advisable for Her Majesty's Government to take in the 
Matter, 
The previons d 
instruction to Sir E. Harris, written a 
ewith inelosed for convenience of reference, 


and Sir J, Stokes, and the draft of 
ipt of your letter of the 18th April, are 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) " , V. LIS! 


No. 166, 


Memorondum by Sir J, Stokex on Messrs. Edwards and Sons’ Letter of September 3, 1877. 


MESSRS, EDWARDS AND SONS state, in reply to Lord Derby's communication 

f the 9th ultimo, that the Suez Canal Company do not respect the Special To 
Certificates issued by the Board of Trado to verscls pasing through the Suex Canal, it 
is to be observed that this constitutes no reason for ship-owners omitting to take out tho 
ertiicates, cs id of complaint to Her Majosty's Govornment against 
the basis of an arrangement for remedying the 


Bat if ship-oners noglect to tako out the certiflente, and to produce it to th 
Canal authorities, they place themselves in the wrong, and aoe Hor Majesty's 
Sorernmont of Se power to interfere in their behalf, 

The irregularity in the Company's procedure, complained of, docs not justify 1 
mision of ship-owners to perform their part 5 eB eat 
(Signed) J, STOKES, 


Chathom, Seplember 10, 1877. 
| ee eee 


No. 167, 
Mr. Lister to Messrs. Edwards and Sons, 


Gentlem, Foreis 
en, Foreign Office, September 18, 1877. 
stg jh AM directed by the Baal of Derby to acknowledge” Neca ‘your letter, with 
inclosure, of the Srd instant, further relating to the remeasurement of vessels by the 
sate Se 
ith reference to your statement that the Company do not t the Speci 
Toonage Certificates issued by the Board of Trade to vessels passing through the elt 
‘Ath to point out that this constitutes no reason for ship-owners omitting to take out the 
Settificates, although it does furnish a ground of complaint to Her Majesty's Government 
SEainst the Company, and is being: made the basis of an arrangement for remedying the 
lif, however, ship-owners neglect to take out the cortifieate and to produce it to 
Ge Canal authorities, they place themselves in the wrong, and deprive Her Majesty's 
ernment of the power to interfere on their behalf. 
irregularity of the Company's procedure complained of by you does not, in 
nion, justify the omission of ship-owners to perform their part with 
to the certificate. 
Tam, &¢, 
. (Signed) T. V. LISTER, 


© So. 162 and Inclosares, + No. 163, 
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Ro, 168, 
Count Deym to the Earl of Derby.—(Received September 27.) 


M. le Comte, Belgrave , le 25 Septembre, 1877. 
COMME j'ai eu Vhonneur d’en informer votre Excellence par mon office du 
5 Juin, mon Gouvernement suit ayeo un intérét trés-vif les négociations qui 
ont liew entre le Gouvernement de la Reine et Is Compagnie du Canal de Suez, 
pour régler un nombre de questions eneore indécises concernant le mesurage des 
navires. Aujound’hui j'ai Vhonneur de porter & sa connaissance que les deux Minis- 
téres du Commerce i Vienne et i Bude ont chargés les autorités maritimes & Trieste 
et A Finme de donner leur avis, de quelle fagon on devait tenir la Compagnie du Canal 
de Suez au courant des certificats de jauge délivrés, c'est-A-dire, & quelles époques 
de Vannée, et combien de fois par an, on devait lui faire parvenir la liste de ces. 
naviros. 
Scion Mavis de ces autorités la liste des navires Austro-Hongrois qui se trouvent 
AéjA munis de certifieats de jauge pourrait étre envoyée de suite & In Compagnie 
In voie du Consulat-Général Impérial et Royal & Alexandric, et & Yavenir on en i 
tmomit la Compagnie dans chaque cas particulier dis qu’un pareil certificat serait 
délivns, parceque lox cas ne sont juents ot ces certiticats sont demandés par les 
navires de la marine marchane \éral, et ce ne sont gudre que les bateaux-h- 
vapour qui en réclament. Mais ayant de communiquer & Ia Compagnie Ia liste des. 
aavires Austro-Hongros Gant d4ja munis de certiieats de jouge il faurait savo a 
cotte promidro a accepté les propositions qui lui ont été faites do Ix part du Gouverne 
ment Britannique relativement & la question, si certains compartiments du navite | 
dlvent tre comps dane tonnage net om eee ar dana lo cas of 
ompagnie urait necepté cos itions i faudrait faire quelques petites altérationt 
ux fortificats de jauge qui ont AGja été délive’s pour les mettre en wocord avec lef 
nouveaux riglement 
Linutorité maritime de ‘Trieste a fhit encore une autre remarque au do 
maniére de ealouler Vespace occupé par In cuisine de bord, Nos bateaux-i-vapeut 
n'ont qu'une seule cuisine qui sert aussi bien pour los matelots que pour les passagers 
dédnit do. oe compté celui 
ui est occupé par In cuisine, Mais comme d'spris Tinterprétation du Gouvernement 
itanniquo, il ne faudrait en exempter que espace toeend par les cuisines servant 
Pusage de Méquipage il en résulterit qu‘une parville exemption ne saurait avoir Lie 
relativoment A nos yaisseaux, dont les cuisines sorvent également A M'usage det 
Pasiagers. Ceci ne serait pas justo et ne s’accordernit pas non plus avec lo principe | 
général d’exempter du tonnage net tous les compartments servant A usage de Véquir 
Fass ot de ne copter que ceux ui peuvent ete employés pour les poesgurs et pout 
jes marchandises. Tl ne serait que justo, quand il sagit de navires qui 20 
psd 


Mont qu'une seule cuisine sorvant aI’ des ot i celui de 
Héquipage, de ne comprondre dans le tonnage que fs mottil de Tespace occups pat 
cette cuisine, 

‘Comme il est tr’s important que les taxes soient calculées d'une manitre égale, j® 
suis chargé de demander & votre Excellence si le Gouvernement Britannique 
bien consentir A ee que la Convention qu'il a, conclue avec la Compagnie soit 
dans le sens indiqué plus haut, afin de pouvoir faire les altérations nécessaires dans eo 
cortifieats de jauge qui ont déja été délivris, on qui seront délivnés ’ Vavenir, 

Je serais tris-reconnaisant A votre Excellence ‘si elle youlait bien me fairé 
connaitre le plus tot powible In suite qui aura été donnée i ma demande. 


Veuillez, &e. 
(Signé)” C* DEYM. 


est & cause de cette raison que jusqu’h prévent on 


No. 169, 
Colonel Macpherson to Mr. Lister.— (Received October 2.) 


Sir, India Office, September 27, 1877+ 
WITH roforonce to your letter of 21st June Inst, I am directed by the Secretary 

of State for India in Council to transmit herewith, for the information of the 

of Stato for Foreign Affairs, copies of correspoadence relative to the dues levied on the 

Indian Government steamer “Tenawerim,” on her pasage through the Suez Canal i 


— feiaby ofa letter from the Foreign Office and of its inclosure in repl 
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October 1875, and May 1876, and to request that you will be good enough to cause a 

‘on the subject to be made to the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company, 
‘8 suggested by the Director of Transport Services. 

Lhave, & 
(Signed) . MACPHERSON, Colonel, 
Military Secretary, 
Inclosure 1 in No, 169. 


Colonel Johnson to Captain Cruttenden. 


Si, India Office, June 28, 18 


I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to forward herewith 
to the India Office 
of the 20th March last (mentioned in the letter from this Office to your 
ites of the same date), regarding the dues levied onthe Tadian Government rasel 
Tenasserim,” on her Jaasige through the Sees Canal in October 1878 and May 1876; 
‘40d T am to request that, in accordance with the suggestion made in these papers, the 
Principal Officer and Agent for the Government of India in Bgypt be instructed 
claim formally the repayment of the sums paid in excess to the Canal Company, not- 
‘ithstanding the former raling of the Foreign Office in this matter, as shown in the 
‘orrespondence noted in the margin hereof.* 
Lave, &e. 
ALLEN JOHNSON, Colonel, 
Military Secretary. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 169, 
Mr. Lister to Sir L. Mallet. 


‘Sir, : 

. Foreign Office, June 21, 1877. 
toy, WITH reference to your letter of 20th March, T am directed by the Karl of Derby 
fy uanstit to you, for the information of the Secretary of State for India in Council, a copy 
rai, further report by the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company respecting the 
c levied on the Indian Government steamer “Tenasserim " on her pastage through the 
I 


oe qu, 10 Tequest that you will state to the Marquis of Salsbury that it be the wih 
oe Indian Government to press for the repayment of the sums which are stated to 
been paid in excess, it would, in Lord Derby's opinion, be advisable to take the 
Mops which are suggested by the British Directors, 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) "TV. LISTER, 


Inclosure 8 in No, 169. 
Sir J. Stokes and Mr. Rivers Wilson to the Earl of Derby. 


My Lord, ; London, June 13, 1877. 
. WE have the honour to return herewith the papers relative to the passage of the 
of 2 Government steamer vessel “ Tenasserim " through the Suez Canal, in the months 
October 1875 and May 1876, and to report further as follows : 
ithe vornee oem in eee the Suez Canal Company levied dues on a 
me venice cen corecly omitted from the net tonnage of the vessel, nately, on 
in rage of the 12th May, 1876, when conveying Lord Northbrook and 
Tigges ates levied ought to have been 10‘, ton on 119207 tons — 5-48 tons = 
128°59 tons, 
‘That on the 26th May, 1876, dues were levied on 11-1 hich 
ee gear Jere levied on 11-1 tons which ought not to have 


Teclowres to letter from Admiralty of April 26; Admiralty, June 28: to 3 
Mas ers to ie ty of April iy sto Admiralty, October 19; 


527] 2E 
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It, therefore, appears that the Company have charged in excess of their rights 
ander-mentioned sums :— 


Proe 
In October 1875: 5°48 tous x 19s 2 45 
May 12, 1876: 1,138°69 tons x 3 3,885.77 
May 26, 1876; li-Ltons x 13f%. aa ek lp areas 


oe eee - we 88TH BT 


If it be the wish of the Indian Government to press for the repayment of 
amount, we would suggest. that th claim choald be formally raised by the Princigl 
‘Transport Officer in Egypt. In the event of a reference by the local officers of 
Company being made to the Board of Directors in Paris, we should be prepared 
suppoit the opinion we have reported to your Lordship. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
©. RIVERS WILSON. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 169, 
Captain Cruttenden to Sir L. Mallet. 

Sir, Admiralty, August 30, 1877. 

IN transmitting tho inclosed letter from the Chief Agency of the Sucz C 
Company at Alexandria, dated 10th instant, reapecting the dues levied for the pesane 
the steamer “Tenasserim,” together with a copy of the letter from Captai lou 
in which it was received, T beg to that, ax the objections to the reclaim the 
contained are mostly technical ones, on their published regulations, the Sect 
of State may deem it desirable that a reference should be made through the Fo 
Office to the British Directors of the Company. 

2. I beg to point out that the Company are still in ignorance of the reasons gu 
the calculation of the reclaim, which are not expressed in the letter of Colonel Stokt 
and Me. Rivors Wilson to Lord Derby, dated 13th June last, but are shown in detail 
the annexed communication, dated 6th July, from Colonel Stokes. 

3. I have to observe that there appeats to be an error in the figures given in 
lottor of 18th Juno, above referred to, ax regards the passage on 12th May; the actall 
payment made to the Company for tonnage dues and surtax was 1,19207 tons at 1 f 

4,716°01 fr. ; the dues levied ought to have been, as stated in paragraph 3, 1128 
tons nt 10 fr., = 11,2860 fr.; the difference overpaid being 343101 instead 
8985°77 fr. as stated in the letter. ae 

wwe, Sie. 


(Bigned) C. J, CRUTTENDEN, 
Deputy-Director of Transport Service 


Inclosure 6 in No. 169. 


Captain Wilkoughby to Captain Cruttenden. 
Sir, 1 24, 187 

I HAVE the honour to forward for your information a letter dated Alexand#® 
10th August, from the Chief Agency in Egypt of the Suez Maritime Canal Compal 
{in the absence of M. Victor Lessops), in reply to mine of 12th July, 1877, om 
subject of overcharge of toll, &c,, on the Indian Government transport “ Tenasserit® 
foe hex pasmares tse ts Hox Ratha Onan, ctneving th en tees ven 
had w blue ensign flying. 

Thave, &e 
(Signed) JAMES B. WILLOUGHBY, Agent to Governinent — 
of India, and Principal Transport Officer in Egypl= 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 169. 
M. Pamare to Captain Willoughby. 


Compagnie Universelle du Canal Maritime de Suez, Alexandrie, 
4M. le Commandant, Je 10 Aoiit, 1877. 

FAI Yhonneur de répondre A votre lettre du 12 Juillet dernier relative aux 
Sommes qui auraient été payés en trop’ la Compagniv, en Octobre 1875 et en Mai 
1876, pour le paasage du steamer “ Tenasserim.” 

Avant d’entrer dans V'examen de Ia réclamation formulée par votre lettre, je crois 

tout d'abord, M. le Commandant, yous prier de ner qu'snx ‘termes 
formels de I'Article 12 du Raglement de Navigation dans le Maritime de Suez, 
Sette réclamation, siclle était fondée, aurait da, pour étre admise, étre produite dans 
Je mois qui a suivi le du navire, 
., Votre lettre le remboursement d'un trop pergu 3°48 tons A 13 francs, 
wit 45°24 francs. 

Tors de son Ie Canal le $1 Octobre, 1875, le steamer “enasserim ” & 

Produit un “Suez Canal Special Tonnage Certificate” indiquant :— 
Tou, 
rom reine toning of entire sip eee era Lr 
‘Debuctions from grow triage — 
Merthing seccsamodaton of erew— 
ltt Resa torer 
0) Bhertere 


Tou. 


seiter-clone, exclusively for the 


ie oF 


N.B—Cechithe tant vapéricur wu maxima de 5 your cout wrt o cer 

Seat prt eecemeot le 8 pour erat out cen ne 
Pertber deduetion for propeling owe i tho eave of veamera— 
a) Roginerooms emewered oe i 
(tty oan eceapeoyees as aumeed 5: 


[Net regiiter tornage of stoamers by Danube rulo 


Or en procédant aux oontestations d'identité ondinaire, los oficters du “ Tenns- 
Nerim” ot nos agents se sont apergus qu'une erreur s'était glissée dans In déterming 
des “deductions from gross tonnage” telles quiclles figurent sur lo “ Suez Canal 
Hal Tonnage Certiieate” et que les déduetions ne eélovaient qu'h 7094 tous, Co 
Gant inférieur au maximum tolérs de 5 pour cent application faite de ce 
hardin sdlevant A $5.04 Gait uno erreur matérille qu'on se trouvait dans Voblign- 
de relever (11°10 tons.). 
Ainsi fut fait ce qui réduisit du total des “deductions from gross tonnage” 
Porté sur le “ Suez Canal ea ‘Tonnage Certificate.” 
Dapnis votre lettre, 'Amirauté Anglaise aurait reconnu qu'il avait été commis 
thns V'établissement du“ Suez Canal Special Tonnage Certificate" délivré au steamer 
‘Tenasserim” une errear de 7°62 tons, et non 11-10 tons, comme nous avons trouvé 
Piau‘ele ne réclame que pour $48 tons, et non pour Is totalité de Verreur selevGo 
10 tons.) 


iets acai Garant teed lal Vesions explication & Tappui du chiftre 
formant objet de la réclamation du Transport Office, nous ne pouvons nous expliquer 
Comment le Transport Office est arrivé 4 ramener & 7°62 tons, la différence de 11-10 
tons, relevée par mes agents en présence des officiers du “ Tenasserim.’ 
Le Transport Office rélame pour. ce pasage an sujet de 


tion de ta 
urtaxe par ce que le “Tenasserim "” avait & Northbrook ot sa suite, 
Aux termes de lavis de la Commission Internationale (annexé au procis-verbal 


mee: les bai nolisés pour le transport di 
“Les bitiments de guerre, les bitiments construits ou nolisés pour le 
‘troupes, et les bitiments sur lest seront exemptés de toute surtaxe; ils ne seront pas 
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soumis & une taxe supéricure au maximum de 10 francs par tonne quisera prilevée 
sur le tonnage net de registre. 

Le i il un bitiment construit ou nolisé pour le transport des 

troupes ? 

Incontestablement non puisque & son passage le 31 Octobre, 1875, il avait & bord 
rs civiles et 2,000 tonnes de merchandises diverses, et qu’A son passage da 
n'avait comme passagers que Lord Northbrook et sa suite, soit 21 passagens 

dont 5 enfants. 

Le “ Tenasserim ” était-il sur lest 

Pas davantage. 

Je ne m'explique done pas sur quoi le Transport Office base sa demande de restitue 

tion de In surtaxe qui a été correctement pergue par nou: 

Pour ce passage le Transport Office réclame au sujet d'un trop pergu sur 11°10 


tons. 

Cette différence est eclle qui provient de erreur relovGe par nos agents lors dul 

remier du" Tenamerim, "le 31 Octobre, 1875, ct detailée au commencement 
cote lettre. 

Cette réclamation et celle concernant Je transit du 31 Octobre, 1875, devraieat 
Aire identiques, ct on ne sexplique pas pourquoi lo Trangport Office pour les passage 
des 31 Octobre, 1875, et 9 Mai, 1876, réclame sculement sur 3:48 tons, et pour of 
dernier passage sur 11°10 tons, lorsque le chiffre base de perception a été le mémé: 
pour les trois traversées. 

Je vous prie, &e, 
L’Agent Supérieur par intérim, 
Gigné) A. PAMARE, 


Inclosure 7 in No. 169. 
Sir J. Stokes to 


My doar Sir, Chatham, July 6, 1877. 

WITH reply to your letter of yesterday, I beg to inform you that the despatch 4 
the Suex Canal Directors of the 13th instant was written with reference to a letter fro 
the Board of Trade, which would have made it clear, In the first place, ax to parte 
graph % of the 11°1 tons admitted as an excess of 7°62 tons is the space of a galley not 
eaclusvely for, the ere, therefore, mben the ship is earrying paseengers, tha 7:6 toi 
ought to pay dues, and ‘is, therefore, no longer an excess. ‘Thus in October -1876, and 
on 12th May, 1876, on both which occasions the vessel earried passengers, the excess 8 
7-62 tons is not to be claimed ; on the 26th May, when the vessel was carrying 
fand no. passengers, the whole 11-1 was in excess, as the galley was not used then fof 
passengers. Ax regards the of the. 13th’ May, 1876 (paragraphs 9 and 6), the 
vessel having only Lord Northbrook and family on board, should be considered in ballasts 
and, therefore, should not pay the surtax; but her tonnage would, as abore pointed oxy 
be 1,128:60 tons, as she would rightfully pay on the 7°62 tons for the cook's galley, 
the 26th May, 1876, however, the “‘Tenasserim " was no longer exempt from surtax, a 
on Captain Willoughby's own showing she was carrying a cargo of coals, but on that 
‘occasion the dues were levied on the full excess of 11°1 tons, and, therefore, that suid 
multiplied by 13, was the extent of overcharge. 

Believe mo, &, 


(Bigned) J. STOKES. 


No. 170. 
The Earl of Derby to the British Suez Directors. 


(No. 30. Commercial.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, October 5, 187% 

T TRANSMIT to you herewith, for such observations as you may have to off 
thereupon, a note from the Austro-Hungarian Chargé d'Affuires at this Court,* inquiring. 
whether the Suez Canal Company have accepted the propositions made to them on 


* No 168, 


_ Bate upon these poin 
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of Her Majesty's Government, relative to the various compartments of vessels to be 
in o excluded from the net tonnage. 
Tam, & 
(Signed) DERBY. 


No. 171. 
‘The Earl of Derby to Count Deyn. 


Mle Comte, Foreign Office, October 5, 1877. 
LHAVE the honoar to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 25th ultimo, 
ing, on behalf of the Austro-Hungarian Government, whether the Suez Canal 
pany have accepted the propositions made to them by Her Majesty's Government, 

Telative to the various compartments of vessels to be included in or excluded from the 

Ret tonnage; and I beg in reply to acquaint you that I have eaused your note to be 

Teferred to the Department of Her Majesty's Goverament which is in communication 

‘With the Canal Company respecting this matter, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) DERBY. 


SS 
No, 172. 
‘The British Suez Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received October 11.) 
fo. 31, Commercial.) 


Lord, London, October 9, 1877. 
WE have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Lotdship's despatch No, 30, 


Commercial, of the 5th instant, inclosing a note from the Austro-Hungarian Changs 
Iship 


fe bbire on the subject of the negotiations which we wore authorized by your Lord: 
Yo hold with the Suex Canal Company, and inquiring whether the Company. have 
‘Aeeepted the proposals made to them on the part of Hor Majest s Goverment, ‘These 
were begun at our usual monthly mecting with the Council in August ; they 
Ser unavoidably not resumed watt lat weok, and are atll not concluded, 
the Clie Company have raisod considerable objections to the interpretation placed upon 
Constantinople tonnage rales by Her Majesty's Government; in consequence of the 
fenacity with which they this interpretation, we requested in our No, 20, 
Commercial, of the 6th August to be allowed to confer with the Board of Trade on the 


‘Two conferences were accordingly held on the 13th August and 27th September. at 
the Board of ‘Trude, which were attended by Mr. Kennedy on the part of the Foreign 
Ofics by Mr. Gray and Mr. Moore onthe part of the Board of Trade, by Sir John Stokes 
40d Mr. Rivers Wilson. 

‘The result of these conferences was a modification of the views previously held as 
Feeards two of the disputed points, but a maintenance of the position taken up on the 


six, 

We regret to say that notwithstanding the opinion again expressed by the Board of 
Trade tote. Ge Bees Canal Uciapext would ant aciey ons remy Aakers 
to be no possibility of arriving at an understanding on the present bases. 

They have, however, thrown out a suggestion which we think might be accepted and 
Forked out to an agreement, which would perhaps be more harmoniously carried out in 
the future than that hitherto under consideration, 
foy, LD objections raised by the Company to the proposals made by us are the 


‘They object, in the first place, to accepting exemptions from the tonnage of spaces 
Yt distinctly named and defined by the Pearisitianle ‘Commission ; tes Rtgos tat 
IB prescriptions of this Commiadon bare been forced upon them, and) they bare. now 
weed to aceept them ; but as those prescriptions entered very minutely into detail of 
Breat number of spaces, they will not accept any spaces claimed to be exempted on 
with them; they aintain that if not mentioned when so much else was 
Mentioned, it must have been by intention, and that, therefore, such spaces should be 

Mdluded in the tonnage. i 

[27 2F 
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‘They maintain, further, that as soon as an authoritative decision should be givea 
declaring these spaces exempt, there would be an immediate increase of their numbe 
which would:sensibly affect the Company's revenue. 

Even at present these spaces represent a difference of about 4,001. a year, and 
sum would very speedily increase and become one of much importance to 
Company. 

"Tes rather the effec in the future which they fear, than the amount at pres 
ascertained. 

They therefore propose that in lieu of deducting in each vessel the spaces actually) 

‘and appropriated according to the Constantinople Rules, a fixed percentage: 
should be deducted from the tonnage of every vessel to represent the space allotted 
the olficers and crew, and to the working of the ship. 

At present the deductions cannot exceed 5 per cent. of the gross tonnage, but 
taking a mean of all the vessels measured under the Constantinople Rules, the amo 
due to these deduetions might be arrived at, 

Tho ouly verification that would then be necessary would be for the gross toun 
ad for vel in balla falda yell phan nase oe 
h respect to the general question put by the Austro-Hungarian 
a'Atuires, we think that the answer is comprised in the first paragraph of this despatddy 
bat in the present state of our negotiations it is difficult to suggest a reply to 

detailed questions. 
We have, &e. 


(Signed) "J, STOKES. 
©. RIVERS WILSO! 
EDWD, J. STANT 


No, 178. 
The Earl of Derby to the British Suez Directors. 


(No, $1. Commercial.) 

Hentlomen, Foreign Office, October 12, 1877. 
WITH reforenes to your despatch No, 29, Commercial, of the 13th June lay 

transmit to you herewith copies vf further correspondence which have been 

from the India Office relative to the dues levied by the Sucx Canal authorities on 

stoamor “Tennsserim,” and T have to request that you will 

vations as you may bare to offer thereupon, with espe: 

tho Ditoctor of Transport Service of the 30th August last. 


roference to the letter fra 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) DERBY, 


No. 174, 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Lister—(Received October 15.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, October 1, 1877s 4) 
WITH reference to a recent discussion at this Office of certain points conned 
wih the detail of the measurements of British sips requsingcertifeats of tonnage 
the Suez Canal, I am directed by the Board of Trade to state that the Board wo 
pose Friday next, tho 10th instant, at 1 34, a8 a time suitable for continuing te 
iscussion, in the event of Sir J. Stokes, Mr. Rivers Wilson, and Mr. Kennedy finding 
possible and convenient to attend, Fier 
6, Se. 


(Signed) 


THOMAS GRAY: 


mL 
No. 175. 


Mr. Lister to Mr. Gray. 


‘Sir, Foreign Office, October 18, 1877. 
WITH reference to previous correspondence, I am directed by the Earl of Derby to 
tnmsmit to you a note from the Austro-Hungarian Chargé d'Affaires at this Court, con- 
‘siting inquiries as to whether the Suez Canal Company have accepted the propositions, 
Tae to them on the part of Her Majesty's Government with respect to the measurement 

vessels, 

Taalso inclose a despatch on this subject from the British Directors of the Canal 
wy, and Tam to request that in laying the above papers before the Lords of 


Com 
you will move their Lordships to favour Lord Derby with such observations as 
‘they may have to offer thereupon. 


Tam, &e, 


(Signed) T. Y. LISTER 


No. 176, 
Mr. Farrer to Mr. Lister.—(Received October 29.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, October 27, 1877. 

1 AM directed by tho Board of ‘Trade to fcknowladge the receipt of your eter of 

the 18th instant, transmitting, by direction of the Eael of Derby, note f 

ian Chargé d'Affairos, together with a despatch from the’ British 
Suez Canal Company, ia which they state that the Company suggest that in lieu of 
Seducting in cach vessel the crew spaces actually occupied and appropriated according to 

Coostantinople rules, a fixed. percentage should be deducted ftom the tonnage of 
very vessel to ropresent the space allotted to the officers and crew and to the working of 

ip; and requesting to be furnished with this Board's observations thereupon. 

Jn reply, 1am to state, for Lord Derby's information, that it appears to the Board of 
Made, after a consultation with Colonel Sir J. Stokes, Mr. R. Wilson, and Mr. Kennedy, 
hat such a system of per-centage deductions from the tonnage of vessels for crew space 

mice, Ke., Would be in direct opposition to the principle which has hitherto guided 
‘he enactments in this country ns to tonnage adaieasurement. 

‘The Board of Trade, as Lord Derby is awarv, have always ben opposed to deductions 
hom grows tonnage on the ground that they afford scope for evasion, and deductions havo 
MRIs country boen adnultcd only whore they were usavoidable, or’where there was soma 

Hal object to be gained by admitting thei 

tted only with the special and important object of encouraging ahip-owners to make 

lo and healthy provision for the accommodation of, their crows, They wero not 

nnitted as a mattce of justice, of concession to the ship-onwer, and are only now admitted 

the officers of this Board, in each case, are watistiod that the spaces in question ara 

lent, and are properly lighted, ventilated, and drained, and effectually shut off from 

eimitted by cargo oF bilge water, and when, in addition, proper water-closet nccome 

Rodation is provided. Under these circumstances, to convert the deduction allowed for 

Nullicent and healthy space actually appropriated solely to the crew into an average 

etaction, to be made whether the space be +0 approprinted oF not, and. if appropriated, 

Misti it is or is not properly lighted, ventilated, and drained, would be to abandon the 
Maly object which justifies the allowance, 

Tt wocld, so far as it would have any operation at all, be a direct advantage to ownors 
sree ‘the smnallest accommodation, and would, therefore, have the general offect 

icing owners of ships to sot apart’ the least valuable spice, und as little of that 

‘4s possible, for the accommodation of their crews, Under these circumstances, the 

of Trade cannot recommend that the proposal of the Company should be acepted 5 
{ete expecially as the International Regulations riow about to bo adopted with respect 10 
the Suez Canal will doubtless have great influence in guiding the future enuctinents in this 
8d other countries with respect to the measurement of vessels, Having explained the 
Funds on which deductions for crew-space have been allowed, and the considerations 
PHich lel to the allowance, nnd the objection to a system of perveentazo, T now proceed 
ti the further question involved, viz., whether bath-rooms and mesé-rooms ean be deemed 
thee”, crew-spice for which deductions can be claimed; and in this I have to point out 

deductions on account of crew-space made in this country from the tonnage of 
BSW shins aro regulated by’ the provisions of section 9 of tue’ Merchant Shipping 


The deductions for crew space were 





ng 
Act, 1867, which enacts that * every place in any ship occupied by seamen or apprentices 
and appropriated to their use” shall be deducted from the tonnage, provided it complies! 
all respects with the requirements of that section as to light, ventilation, &c. The word 
seaman,” as used in the above.quoted section, includes “every person” employed. 
evgaged in any capacity on board ship, except the master and pilot and duly indentore 
apprentices, The British rules, therefore, make no distinction between spaces for sail 
id spoces for officers or engineers, inasmuch as they all come within the definition 
seamen " as just explained. 7 

Under these enactments, not only the spaces wherever they may be that are set apa 
for the  berthing” of the whole of the officers and crew (except the master), but ale) 
those additional spaces, if any, which are actually appropriated to their use ; «.9., “ mest 
cabins,” or * mess-rooms,” “washing or bath-rooms,” are deducted from the tonnage 
when certified by this Board's officers, 

‘There can be no doubt that the principle thus adopted in England is the principle) 
which the Iutersational Commission on tonnage intended to adopt, and that if the space) 
now more immediately under consideration, viz., the mess-rooms and mess-cabins and 
oF washing-rooms, &c., had been as common as they have since become, or had b 
Prem to the alte of the Comnieniooa, the words of the Report and Rules 

iave been so framed as to include these spaces. ‘The Suez Canal Comp 
allego that they, as a Company, are bound, not_ by the intention of the Repo 
but by its terms; and they maintain that the officers’ and engineers’ bath-rooms, and 
rooms, and other spaces of a similar character, are not included in Article 12 of the Ru 
framed by the’ Commission. ‘That Article is as follows, and it must be read with p 
graph 6 in the Report of the Commissfon >— 

‘Pour les volliers on déduit les espacee approprits ot affeetés exclsivement 
logoment des équipages et aux cabines des officiers itd, & In cuisine et aux latrines A 
Tusnge exclusif da personnel de bord, qu’ils soient situés auvdessous ou au-dessus du 
supériour; les espaces couverts et clos, s'il en existe, placés sur le pont supérieur # 
destings hla manceuvre du gouvernail, du eabestan, des appareils de mouillage, & Ht 
chambre aux cartes, signaux et autres instruments de Ia navigation, 

‘Tous les espaces compris dans ces déduetions pourront tre limités sépard 
‘suivant les besoins ot les habitudes de chaque pays, mais sans pouvoir dépasser en to 
6 pour cent du tonnage brut.” 

‘There is no doubt. that whatever may have been the intention of the Commis 
the Governments which have adopted the conclusions of the Commission are bound 
‘abide by the actual terms used, and the question at issue is, therefore, whether the ab 
Article really bears the meaning put upon it by Her Majesty's Government, or that ¢ 
tonded for by the Company. Ax the point thus raised is one of legal interpretation, Ue 
Bourd of Trade would suggest for his Lordship's consideration that the opinion of tt 
French Law Adviser of Her Majesty's Government should be taken on the quest 
whether the terms in Art. 12 do, or do not, include all or any of the following spaces. 


. The chart-room when ocoupied also by the eaptain. 
we surgoon’s cabin, 
the purser’s enbin. 
4, The olticers’ mess-room. 
5, ‘The engineers’ mess-room, 
The carpenter's and boatawain’s (or petty officers’) mess-room, 
7. ‘The officers’ bath-room. 
8, Tho engineers’ bath-room. 
"The elerk’s room. 
10*. Tho cook and baker's berth. 


Assuming that the wider view of the meaning of the Article is taken, the Board 
‘Trade would ot, as will be seen from former correspondence, press for the deduction 
these spaces which are marked with a (*), because, although they would be occupied 

af who are “seamen” within the meaning of British law, the officers and servam 
who occupy them are carried for the service and use of passeagers, and not for work 
the ship. If, however, the Cormpany insist on adhering to. the words of the Article 1 
above quoted, rather than to its general scope and object, it becomes necessary for HE 
Majesty's Government also to consider what is the effect of that view as regards 
whiole of the spaces in question. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) T.-H. FARRER. 


“Ment mays that the “officers of the ‘Tennasserim* and his agents 


t 


us 


No. 177. 

The British Suez Directors to the Earl of Derby—(Received October 31.) 

Wo. 32. Commercial.) 
My Lord, 


London, October 29, 1877. 
e. AVE, bare the honour to acknowledge the reecipt of your Tordship's despatch 
fo. 31, Commercial, of the 12th instant, directing us to furnish your Lordship with such 
servations as we may have to offer on’ the further correspondence relative to the dues 
Tevied by the Suez Canal Company ou the steamer “‘Tennasserim,” with especial 
to the letter from the Deputy-Direetor of ‘Transports of the 30th August 


,._ This letter contains a copy of a.commuication from the Principal Agent of the 
Suez Canal Company in Egypt, on which we have the honour to report. es 
‘The first pomt raised is that, whatever the merits of the case, the claim is now made 
too late, as, by the published rules of the Company, it should have been made within 
‘the month following the passage of the vessel, and if not made within that time is not 
Missible later. We are unaware if any protest against the overcharge was lodged by 
Be captain of the “Tennasserim,” or by the Principal Agent for Transports in Egypt 
this formality was not complied with, we are of opinion that the claim eannot now 
Healy presed, as the Company’s regulations do undoubtedly fx the above-mentioned 
‘erm within which claims should be made, and that part of the regulations has remained 
micted from the opening of the Canal. 
In ease, however, the proper protest was lodged within the prescribed term, we 
Preeved to give the required explanation of the grounds on which ho clan is mad 
‘The Company's Agent gives certain particulars of the Special Tonnage Cerlifiente 
sued to the “ Tennassorim ” by the Board of ‘Trade, and of the errors which his officers 
Mert to have existed in the certificate, which they correctod, and added the additional 
Tonnage to the total net tonnage of the certificate, In making this statement tho 
hat the eoived. that an 
for had slipped into the calculation of the deductions to be made from the gros 
; “‘Tennasserim " was one of thore vosscls of which a list was furnished b3 
ML. de Lessops in the wpring of 1876, and commanicated to your Lordship by Colonel 
Stokes in his No. 31 of the 18th April, 1876,* Whatever may have been the private 
of the officers of the * ‘Tennasscrim” on the occasion mentioned, they ean have 
on the ease, as it did not appertain to these officers to criticize the papers 
lied by the Board of Trade, and it may well be doubted whether they did really express 
Sigpnion. ‘The spaces add to the “ Tennamerin’s” tonnage are precvely those 
Fre now in cope and which wo are still nogotinting upon with tho Company, 


Tons 
384 
a 
2-64 


(4) Ofer soew-rv0m - 
‘3 pean 
4) Cooking ea 

{Otter Ean 
1) Regine” bntrcom 


Toul 


The total deductions for erew-spuce on the special certifiente amounted to 
%-07 tons; the compan ‘aim ta reduce this by 22-18 toos, making the total ‘erew-space 
7694 tons. ‘The of ‘Trade surveyors had not deducted the whole 99°07 tons, 
pen i 8 Spr ent f he gro tonnage whch smoania fo 9-04 tome Ths 
considered the difference between this amount and 76°04 tons as unduly 
(tlucted, and added this 11°10 tons to. the vessel's register tonnage. Of this amount 
{EReomnized in our previous examination of this ease, that under certain circumstances, 
oy ee on certain voyages, a part of this addition was correctly made, namely the 
thet’ galley 7-62 tons whenever the vessel should be used for passengers, because under 
Ue circumstances the galley would be liable to dues. Hence our report of 13th Jane 
~ We found that on the 31st October, 1875, and 12th May, 1876, she had passengers 
No. 264, page 125 of the Contdatial Papers, 1875-6 (2746). 


(227) 26 





na 
on board, and therefore the claim for overcharge should be reduced to correspond with! 
the tonnage thus increased. 

On the 26th May, 1876, the “Tennasserim” had no passengers on board. The 
galley was therefore exclusively for the use of the crew, and should therefore not be) 
included in the tonnage. 

the Company's agent next inquires in what capacity the « . 
through the Canal on the 12th May, 1876, that an objection is raised to her paying: 
surtax on that occasion. We reply that she was on that occasion a vessel in 
having on board only passengers, Lord Northbrook and his suite, and therefore she sho 
not pay the surtax. 

We are aware that the Company hold that vessel carrying passengers, 
although she has no cargo, is, under French law or usage, not to be considered a vessel 
ballast; but we believe that in this country the contrary law prevails, 

‘The Company fear that if our view of the case is enforeed, they will not be able 
lovy the surtax on vessels carrying pilgrims to Mecca, as those vessels earry no other 
certainly, as the Company levy a passenger toll on the pilgrims, it might be held that 
the caso of those pilgrim vessels the surtax should not be paid on the same principle th 
the troop-ships and men-of-war are exempted from surtax, 

‘The error pointed out in paragraph 3 of Captain Cruttonden’s letter of 
30th August, does occur in our letter of the 18th June. The claim for the passage OF 
the 12th May should stand thas 


‘Toll levi hy the Company, 1,139°07 tome at 19. 


‘Toll that should have Deon levied, 1,128°39 tous at 1 francs 


Overeharge tw be eaimed eae , 


Looking to th, unallves of the amount we hare the honoar te submit that i 3 
rotost was lodged within the term required by the regulations, it would seem preferab 
Tot, to. prem the claim against the Company, although we think that the foregoing 
explanation of the claim should be sent to Captain Willoughby for communication to the 

Company. 
= We have, &e. 


EDWD. J. STANDED 


No. 178. 


Mr. Lister to the British Suex Directors. 
(No. 33,) 
Gentlemen, 
T REFERRED to 
I now transmit, for your 


Office, October 3 
‘0. 31 of the 9th instant 


For 
Board of Trade your despatch 
formation and guidance, a copy of 1 | 
ment relative to the questions now pending with the Suez Canal 
the measurement of crew 


You will perceive that the Board of ‘Trade are not willing to agree to the compro= 
mise sug by the Company, as set forth in your above-mentioned despatch ; a 
that it ix recommended that you should consult ‘the Legal Adviser of Her Majesty’* 
Embassy at Paris in the matter. 
T have accordingly to instruct . te 
selves, afler communication with Her Majesty's Ambassador, in communication’ witl 
‘Treitt for this purpose; and to report to me his opinion, in order that when it hat 
been obtained thi question may be farther considered by Her Majesty's Government. 
am, Ke, 
(Signed) TT, V. LISTER, 


when you next proceed to Paris, to place yout 


ns 
No, 179. 
‘The British Suez Directors to the Earl of Derly.—(Received November 14.) 


{No. 33. Commercial.) 
My Lord, London, November 14, 1877. 
IN obedience to the instructions contained in your Lordship’s No. 33 of the 
Wit instant, we consulted M. ‘Treitt, after first communicating with Her Majesty's 
Ambassador in Paris, on the point raised in the Board of Trade letter of the 27th ultimo, 
our recent visit to that capital. 
fe had previously sent to M. Treitt a copy of the Report of the International 
ieee stecgapegy weep aid mene apf we requested him to give us a 
got! Opinion as to their ring on the disputed tonnage spaces, of which we also 
fernisbed him with a list, = = co 
mm yit Treitt met us on the Sth instant, prepared with a carcfully-drawn opinion, based 
fiite view which, as a French lawyer, he would take of the Commission's Report, aud 
conformity with Articles of the French Code, which he quoted, dwelling on the inten- 
| fos of the International Commission, both as declared in their report, and as evidenced 
Wy their treatment of the question. 
opinion was entirely d to the pretensions of the Suez Canal Company, 
‘4 supported the view held by Her Majesty's Government, 
at ‘conference with Mr. Farrer and Mr. Gray at the Board of Trade had shown 
they wished the question to be judged. by the absolute letter of the Commission's 
Report, rather than by'a reasoning from fts intention according to the French Cole, We 
“Hhetefore took considerable pains to impress upon M, ‘Teitt that, although we appreciated 
fly the Opinion which he had drawn with such elaborate care, we wished him’ to take 
eee words used in the Constantinople and Rules, and to state whether on 
bare words the Company were right or wrong in their contention, 
1t appeared to us that M. Treitt was prepared to admit that on an igue thus 
{toned there might be some jastice in the clatin of the Company to levy tolls on the 


temo ‘of the spaces in question, 
“tay on & have just received from Mr. Standen the inclosed document, in which M. ‘Tre 
Emphasized and strengthened the arguments he employed in his eouversation 
%S and ns omitted all reference to the meaning to be put on the bare words, 
fore sending us this paper, Mr, Standen went to see him, to ask if he had inten« 
Behl ores th ple sere cf tho eva eee 
cf words of the text authorized him to form the opinion he 
eny are justi quoting them in their favour, Under these creamelancad wo 
{he honour to suggest that we should be again placed in communication with the 
Berd of Trade, with a vow to determining on the bec cotres to be adopted. 
ad the 26th instant we have again to be in Paris, and to remain there eight ot ton 
“Ag fF the wun! annual discussion of the Company's budget. We think it desirable 
dot {Ne *Hould, if possible, havo our instructions on this subject whilst we are in Paris, 
| eajeefore wo leave this country; we have therefore the honour to recommend that as 
; meer as posible be named for our conference with the Board of Trade, if our 
favour of it ix adopted, 
We have, &. 
(Signed) J. STOKE 
C. RIVERS WILSON, 


Inclosure in No, 173, 
Report by M. Treitt. 


TL v'agit de savoir, par Vinterprétation des décisions de la Commission Inte 
rationale dit ‘Tonnage, si les expaces servant de sallodi-manger aux officiers de bord, 
mécaniciens-ingénieurs et & la maistrance, ainsi que les cabinets de bain pour les 
et les. ingéniet vent étre compris dans le tonnage net ot payer par 


Ja Compagnie de Suez soutient l'affirmative et dit :— 
Fg, Ofer’ mes rose, engineers mes.r00m, pets offcer’ mestroom, offen bah:reom, sogure bth: 
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“Za Commission Internationale a minutieusement déterminé et limité les espac 
qui ne devaient pas étre compris dans le tonnage net. 

“Elle a nommément exclu du tonnage net les cabines des officiers de bord 
autres lieux désignés comme les cuisines et les latrines. 

“Dautre part elle a, au contraire et encore nommément compris dans Je tonn 
net la eabine du eapitaine.* (Rapport imprimé de la Commission, page 3, § 6, 
Article 12 de la douxiéme Anne! 14) 

“La Comminion Internationale’. done solgneusement spéci 
faimnt pas partic du tonnnge net. Y comprendre des loon dont Is 
Internationale ne s'est pas occupée, serait une usurpation sur les décisions qu'elle 
prises et une atteinto portée aux revenus de la Compagnie de Suez.” 

La Compagnio, comme on le voit, argumente de V'absence d'un texte formel 
déduise du tonnage net les locaux ei-dessus désignés, sur lesquels ls Commissias 
Internationale wa pas eu  délibérer. La Compagnie de Suez en conelut qu 
doivent bre compra dans lo tonnage net et payer le axes comme exptees product 
de fret. 

3. Cotte conclusion est-clle fondée? Jo ne le erois point et ma profonde o 
viction est qu’ello ne ssurnit 6 soutenir en faco des principes qui ont inspiné 
écisions de la Commission Internationale; le texto mimo qui se scrt dos 1 
“logement et “ équipage,” condamne Ia conclusion de In Compagnie de Suez; ot 
ma pralt no pas interpter minement Jes wentiments de a Commision In 
nationale, 

4. Quelles sont les nigles généralos pour Vinterprétation des actex? Le Ok 
Francais los a libelldes eu plusieurs Articles; entre autres 

“Article 1156, On doit dans los Conventions. recher 
mune intontion des partion contractantes, plutot que do 


elles n'y solent pas oxprimées."* 
no vou point multiplier los citations; lee rtglee Giotés par la lol 
Vexpression du bon 40 ic Véquité, Rion nest plus vrai que Yadage Ro 
“Tu contractibus tacite veniunt ex que sunt moris et consuctudinis,” 

5. Maintonant quel est un des principes fondamontaux proclamés par la Come 
mision Internationale ? Colle-ei a expressément déolané qu'elle nentendait #0 
‘us taxes ot comprendre ainsi dans le tonnage net que lex expaces du naviro, util 
pour In production du fret; ot elle wen consdquenee exe ds tonnage net Io loge 
de Péquipage. 

1 Wequipago d'un naviro so compose d'ondinaire do trois eatégories dee & 
outre le capitaine; soir, V'état-major, ou les officiers de bord; le potit état-maj 
autrement dit la maisteanes, et les slinples marins, 

Or i cot dquipage 18 Commnion Internationale secon un logement 
yummie aux taxes do transit. Qui dit logement dit expace comprenant non seul 
une cabine ou une couchette, mais aussi un lieu pour manger et un réduit P 

prendo un bain ainsi que cest Phabitnde dans lex climate chauds, 

8i la Commision Internationale n'a pas nommément désigné ces lieux o'est q 
font partie intégrante du logement, 

prond-ton dee cabines Wofficiers sans espace ou le local commun app 
lo carné des afficiens? Sans cot les officiers seraient obligés de diner cba 
dans m eabine. Cola n'ost pas . est cependant & ce résultat inndmis 
qu’on arriverait si Vinterprétation de In Compagnie do Suez dovait prévaloir. 
oot ondry d’idées de la Compagn muipage ne serait pas logé, il ne serait 
Couche. "Or In Comseimion Internationale s paslé du logement de Véquipage, log 
logemont comporte usage de locaux indispensables. 

8. Sil you omission de Ia part de lx Commission Internationale, il faut supple) 
twos décixious par ce qui est d’usage cn pareils eas, comme le preserit le Code 
Frangais. 

3 Maia (ohjecte la Compagnie de Seur), In Comiiimion Taternationale nis 

intention de Iaisser en dehors du tonnage net les espaces dont il s'agit, pul 
mouunément elle a limité Timmunité des taxes seulement aux cabines 
“ Qui dicit de uno, negat de,altero.' 
ion 2 hod du explain ot Fabltaton dee oficers« G6 admin, 
ie les captanercommandante dea tavity de diopoee de Jour 


# Cesta distinction wiz Yh 

cause de i¢ que pours 
ladGimeut es werttundies ot des passagers et les sousttnre aux taxes de tramit, La Commision ® 
‘jection wenlatait pas pour lew offviers qui viveut ev commun 


uz 


Mais cette maxime n'est pas applicable dans le cas présent et cette objection 
tombe devant cette considération, c'est que, si la Commission Internationale a men- 
tionné les cabines des officiers, ce n'est point par esprit d'exclusion des autres parties 
Gu logement, mais par opposition & la décision qu’elle avait prise concernant la cabine 
du capitaine, qu'elle a intentionnellement comprise dans le tonnage net. Elle devait 
mentionner les cabines des officiers afin qu'il fut bien établi que ces dernitres eabines 
Re faisaient point partie du tonnage net. En présence de cette explication 'objection 
de Is Compagnie de Suez perd toute sa valeur. 

__ 10, Les mots * équipage” ot “logement " sont cornélatifs. 11 fant que V'équipage 
woit logé {i bord; il n'y a pas de logement sans un espace pour les repas des oliciers. 
Telest I'usage chex tous les peuples qui naviguent. La Commission Internationale, en 
Accordant Vimmunité des taxes au logement de l’équipage, a di, comme conséquence 
foreé, Vétendre aux autres locaux dont l'ensemble constitue le logement, 

Crest li Vesprit des ddlibérations et des décisions de la Commission Intemationale, 
Go sont 1A les conséquences des principes qu'elle a posés. Cette interpritation est 
COnforme aux usages ct aux habitudes de la navigation dans tous les pays. 

11. Je le demande a tout homme de raison ; eet homme peut-il douter un instant 
que, si In question avait été nettement posée devant la Commission Internationsile, 

“tnlle-ci no Peut nésolue. contre la. Compagaie de Suez; elle y eut 646 foreée dans un 
“intérét d’hygidne et de bien étre des marins; cet intérét doit toujours étro pris en 
&mnde considération. . 

\12. Les locaux en litige, en définitive, ne peuvent ttre susceptibles de produire du 
fret, a moins de fraudes. 

Mais la fraude ne se présume point ainsi que le dit TArticle 1116 du Code 
Frncais. La pr’somption de fraude n'est pas un argument concluant ot ipaecnrie ; 
9h ne saurait Mnvoquer pour repousser de prime abord une réclamation légitime, 

Diailleurs, ne pourrait-on pas, au besoin, concéder 4 la Compagnio do Sues, un 
droit de controle ; aucun des Gouvernements intéressés dins 1s question ne-snuruit étre 
Soupconné de youloir favoriser la fraude. 

Crest done tine question & risoudre ex «quo et bono, car le summum jus do In Com- 
Pagnie pourrait devenir une summa injuria pour les navigateurs. . 

14. Une autre considération doit fair rejéter Vinterpréiation de In Compagnie 
deSuex, Si celle-ci devait soumettre aux taxes tous les espaces que le progrés 

les’ constructions navales pourrait ménager aux équi dans Vintérét de leur 
snté ot de leur micux-ttre, elle empécherait toutes améliorations de ce genre, alors 
Gusto espace ne serait pas le moine dn monde destings & produire du 

3 bref 'équipage avec ces trois catdgories d'hommes, forme une collectivité 

lividus. TI ne saurait y avoir logement pour chacune d’elles, si clles n'ont pas 
espace pour prendre collectivement leurs repas, ainsi que cela se pratique dans toutes 

tharines. 


- 15. Je crois fermement = si les délibérations et les décisions de 1s Commission 


Thternstionale étaient sow ‘A Tinterprétation des Cours Frangaises, celles-ci 
oiideraient contre la prétention de In Compagnie de Suez, par le motif surtout que 
Sens én ‘question ne sont pas producteurs de fret et qu’en conséquence ils ne 

a ‘étro cbinpris dans le tonnage net. 

(Signé) TREITT. 


Paris, ce 8 Novembre, 1877. 


No, 180. 
Mr. Lister to Mr. Farrer. 
a, Foreign Office, November 17, 1877. 

T AM directed by the Earl of Derby to state to you, for the information of the 
Lords of ‘Trade, that in conformit ith the wishes expresed tn your Iter of the: 27h 
Ultimo, the British Suez Canal Directors were instructed to obtain the opinion of 
AM. ‘Treitt with respect to the points under discussion with the Suez Canal Company 

re to tonnage measurement. 

_ I now inclove a copy of the Report which has been received from the British 
Directors in reply,* forwarding M. Treitt's opinion in the matter; and T am to request 
that you will lay these papers before the Board of Trade, and move their Lordships to 
favour Lord Derby with their opinion as to the distinctions which should now benddressed 
to the British Directors. " 

Na 170. 
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us 


It will be seen that the Directors wish, if possible, to have a further conference with 
the Board of Trade, and to receive fresh instructions, before or during their next meeting, 
in Paris, which will commence on the 26th instant, 

1am, &. 
(Signed) V. LISTER. 


ee 


No. 181, 
‘The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Lister—(Received November 22.) 
Sir, Admiralty, November 21, 1877. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 28th of Angust, on the subject of the 
proposed exchange of land at Port Said, I am commanded by the Lords Commissionets 
of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for the information of the Earl of Derby, that they: 
have no objection to the terms of the draft contract inelosed in your letter, 4 
‘They would suggest, however, thatthe drawing, should be’ altered by the om 
of the yellow tint, and of the words “quai public.” the retention of which 
possibly give rise to misapprohension hereafter, notwithstanding the stipulation that 
now frontage is to be the property of the British Government. 
Their Lordships ps , therefore, that the amended plan (marked A, and inclosed) 
should be substituted for the original drawing, 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL, 
—_—— ss 
No, 182, 
Mr. Farrer to Mr. Lister—(Received November 22.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, November 21, 1877. 

LAM ditweted by the Board of Trade to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
17th November, inelosing an opinion from M. Treitt on the question of deductions f 
tonnage at imue between Her Majesty's Gorernment and the Suez Canal Com] 
inclosed in a report from the British Commissioners, and asking for the opinion of 
Board of ‘Trade, 

‘These papers entirely confirm the justice and expediency of the course hit 
pursued by Hor Majesty's Government, and leave no doubt that that course must, und 
present circumstances, bo adbered to, and that the British Commimioners should 
Instructed accordingly. 

Te may be wseful to roeall the points at issue. Hor Majesty's Government bat 
throughout insisted that the Company are bound to accept the certificates issued by the 
Board of ‘Trade, and have no right to inquire into any point determined by 
certificates, On this question there must in the opinion of the Board of Trade, be 
concession, But as the Company alleged that the Board of Trade had, in allo 
certain deductions, taken a mistaken viow of the arrangements by which the Compal 
are bound, Her Majesty’s Government, anxious to do the fullest justice to the Com 
have carefully re-examined the question themselves, and have submitted the point 
inne to thelr Legal Adviser, The result is, that they aro satisfied, in the first place, 
the construction they have put on the Constantinople regulations is the only construct 
consistent with expediency, with the objects of the Tonnage Law, and witht the inten 
‘of tho Constantinople Commission, But as there might be a possible doubt w 
the words of the rogulations carried out this intention, they referred this question 
the opinion of a French lawyer, and that opinion satisfies them that the consteuctieGy 
Shey fave ndopted is tho one which would be placed upon the Regulations by Courts 

tA 

Under these circumstances, they trust that the Company will be satisfied, not 
that Hor Majesty's Govorument are right, but that Her Majesty's Government hi 
all tho means in their power to do justice to the views of the Company, With tl 
in view, the Board of Trade would suggest that the British Commissioners, in maintai 
the viows of Her Majesty's Government, should be authorized to show to the Comp 


ng 


© ‘the opinion of M. Treitt, and the correspondence which has passed b i 
which has passed between the Foreign 
the Board of Trade, and the British Commissioners on the subject. z 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "T.-H. FARRER. 


No, 183, 
Mr. Farrer to Mr. Lister —(Received November 23,) 


My dear Lister, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, November 2, 18 
_ WE send to-day an official answer on the subject of the points at issue between Her 
Majesty's Government and the Sucz Canal Company. That answer is the result of a 
‘fonversation between Sir J, Stokes, Messrs. Rivers Wilson, Kennedy, Gray and myself, 
fe We had some further conversation about what is to he done if the Company refuse 
way. But we must not anticipate this in our official letter, nor are we in a 
ion to may ly what should be done until we see the course taken by the 
“Yrtpany. But if the Company takes legal opinions, and those opinions are adverse to 
HTreitt’, it may be a wise course to let the two lawyers meet in the presence of the 
Commissioners, and diseass the points at ie 
Possibly in the end some kind of arbitration may be desirable, but it is premature to 
ler this now. At present we must stick to our guns. 
‘Yours, &, 
(Signed) T, H. FARRER, 


No. 184. 
___ The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr, Lister-—(Received November 24.) 


Sr, Admiralty, November 28, 1877, 
AelAM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. to transinit, 


ith, for the information of the Sceretary of Stato for Foroign Affairs, copy of @ 

Mespateh, with inclonure, from Admiral Willoughby, Principal ‘Mransport Ofer nod 

Agent for the Government of India in Egypt, on the subject of the new Suez Canal 

Regulations; and I am to request that you will move the Earl of Derby to obtain 

Hare the Brith Commissioners the conseit of the Suez Canal authortin to waive, in 

he tenders Hasty” and “ Prompt,” their regulations respecting pilots, the 

dranght, of those veseels rendoring pilotage unnccomary, and tho crcumstaincon 

to them being entirely exceptional, whilst the unavoidable want of cabin 

F jodation causes rch inconvenience and discomfort to the master in charge ax 
Yell as to the pilot. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL, 


Inclosure 1 in 
Admiral Willoughby to the Director of Transport Services, Admiralty. 


Be, : : S Stes, November 9, 1877. 
Rg HAVE the honoar to tranamit a translation of a telegraphic desputes fom M, do 
aril, Agent Superior of the Canal Adainistration, ‘dressed to ML de Gavary, Agent 
¥ Port Said, who communicated ita contents to me on board the Hasty," when awaiting 
a of Her Majesty's ship alban "at that port, 

ot to trespass on your valuable time Twill at once endeavour to explain ax bri 
“rasbie how Her Majesty’ tenders are situated in the Canal, ema 

1¢ commencement of this service tolls were levied on the register 

We tent cad no plot wes tigaeaSennt’ fo oe et eee 

a 870, when vessels were charged on their gross tonnage, the tenders paid 
Beane, and were required by the regulations to carry a pilot their tonnage excocd- 


In 1872, by a new regulation, a charge was levied of 50 centimes on the register 





120 


tonnage of the Indian troop-chips for escort by the tenders, a pilot only being 
for the latter vessel when returning from escort. 

At the commencement of the present season, the payment for escort was dist 
tinued, and the tenders charged on their register tonnage, on all oceasions wile in 
Canal anid compelled to carry a pilot, their. gross tonnage being. declared by Os 
measurement to be over 100, 

In the telegraphic message it is urged that the position of the pilot on board 
tender isnot properly considered as regnrds sleeping quarters (forming the ground 
complaint), 3 

Hitherto the pilot has been accommodated with a sleeping-berth in one of 
engincer's cabins on the lower deck, and on oceasions the master in charge has # 
dered his berth, and invariably vietualled the pilot. "This arrangement, however, 
be carried out under the present rales. ‘The tenders being now declared indeper 
ships, and required to take a separate pilot during the whole time in the Canal pro 
involves bis stay on board for an uncertain period, perhaps three or four days, and 
such a time it would be unreasonable to deprive any of the officers of their berth. 

T may add theso tenders are uot like ordinary vessels passing from sea to se% 
are employed solely in Canal waters, the master in charge finds his own mess 
‘engineers individually do the same, and each of the crew, no government rations b 

plied, IF the practice, therefore, of lacing a pilot on the “+ Hasty 
‘Pompe ‘on all occasions when in the continued, 1 must submit: that ff 
mauter in charge be allowed 2s. 6d. a-day to cover the expense’ for vietualling the gi 
kis prosenco on boned is exceedingly inconvenient even fora single night. "There 
turplaw accommodation. ‘The. after-cabin of the tender is oceupied by Comm 
Chitty or myvelf alternately. The master in charge has a mall sleeping cabin, and 
for messing in, ‘There are also two small cabins forward, occupied by the ‘first 


second enginoers; the lower deck, therefore, is the only available sleeping place, oF 
awning screen berth for awinging-cot on deck, where I have occasionally slept 
during the winter season. 

( these tenders, drawing only 5 to 6 foct of water, should be forced to est 
Iiot under the crcomtances, i question that you may consider necewary fr refer 


utter inutility of having one on board these small vessels for the purpose of, 
their “experionce and practical knowledge of the Canal” to the master in charge, ¥ 
fown experiance dates from the opesiag of theve waters, will bo apparent. to" youu 
needs no comment on my part. 

With reference to the last paragraph of M. de Rouville's telegraphic 
mentioning the alternative that he would be “ obliged to write to Paris that inst 
aay. be asked from the Admiralty," I make no comment. 

‘Truntng you will approve ry proceeding 1 are, Sc. 

(Signed) JAMES B. WILLOUGHBY, Principal Transport Offs 
‘and Agent for the Government of India. in Egypt. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 184. 


‘M. de Roweitle to M: de Savary. 

(Telegeaphic.) 

(Feanslation.) Innailia, November 5, 1877, 8-15 72 

SEE Admiral Willoughby, and bring to his notice that om the 2nd instant @ 

board the Admiralty remorqueur ‘* Hasty,” which left Suex at 12°60, and was m 

the night. in Great Bitter Lakes, the Captain, for sleeping. quarters, put Cicconi, co 

pilot, dtr his work, on the lower eck, Please ask him to informs you whether this 

treatment, which is incompatible with the position of pilot and contrary to usage, 16 

result of a mistake ; in which ease beg him, to be as good as to give orders that the & 
lots should be treated on board “Hasty” and “ Prompt ” as is the custom, and as 
avo always been treated on board all ships. If it is not from mistake, shall be obli 

to write to Paris that instructions may be asked trom the Admiralty, 
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No. 185. 
‘The Earl of Derby to the British Suez Directors. 


to. 35. Commercial.) 
‘men, Foreign Office, November 26, 18% 
I REFERRED to, the Board of Trade your despatch No. 33 of the 14th instant, 
 M. Treitt’s opinion on the points at issue between Her Majesty's Goverment 
4nd the Suez Canal Company on the question of tonnage measurement. 
I now transmit to you a copy of a letter which I have received from the Board of 
le in reply,* stating their Lordships' view of the question as it now stands, 

_U have accordingly to instruct you to state to the Suez Canal Company the course 
Which bas been taken by Her Majesty's Government in this matter, as set forth in the 
Becompanying liter fom the Board of Trade, and to communicate, if you sce no objec 
tion, the Board of rade letter of the 27th ultimo, and M. Treitt’s Opinion of the 
8th instant, Copies of these paper in print are herewith incloned.t 

You will add that Her Majesty's Government baye thus fully considered, with the 
Yiow to do entire justice to them, the views of the Company in this question of tonnage 
‘Measurement; and that they trust that, in present circumstances, the Company will not 

+ contest the correctness of the view taken in the matter by Her Majesty's Govern- 
Ment, which from the point of French law is confirmed by M, ‘Treitt, Shoulil you thi 
itadvisable, in case of further discussion of legal points, you are at liberty to arrange 
A conference for such discussion between M. Treitt and the legal adviser of the 
i. 
‘on will communicate, as on former occasions, with Lord Lyons, in regard to the 
Mleps which you take in this matter. sh 


Tam, &e, 
(igned) ‘DERBY. 


No. 186. 
The Bart of Derby to the British Suex Directors. 


36, Commercial,) 
tlemen, Foreign Office, November 98, 1877, 

L REFERRED to the Lords of the Admiralty your despatch No. 30, Commercial, of 
the 10th August last, relative to the proposed exchange of land at Port Said; and in 
Row transmitting to you, for your information, a copy of a letter from their Lordships’ 
Department, consenting to the terms of the draft contract, T have to request that you will 
Proceed, necording to the wishes of the Board of Admiralty, ax regards the modification 
Sf the plan of the site, an amended drawing of which is incloged together with the original 


Tam, &o. 
(Signed) "DERBY, 


‘No. 187, 
‘The Earl of Derby to the British Suez Directors, 


gs 37. Commercial.) 
tlemen, 5 Forcign Office, November 30, 1877. 

.,, WITH reference to previous correspondence, 1 transmit to you herewith a letter 
"ith its inclosures from the Board of Admiralty§ relative to a question which has arisen 
Sut of the new Suez Canal Pilot Regulations. having regard to the accommodation 
Htexted to pilots on board the Indian tenders Prompt * and “ Haaty,” and the neces 

their employment by those vessels ; and I am to request that you will favour Loi 
Derby with your opinion as to the course which should be adopted'with respect to this 
Batter. 


Lam, &. 
(Signed) DERBY, 


+ No. 176 and tncloware iu No, 179. 
§ No. 184. 
21 
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No. 188. 
Count Beust fo the Earl of Derby. —(Received December 3.) 


M. le Comte, Belgrave Square, le 1 Décembre, 1877. 
PAR son office du 26 Septembre dernier, le Comte Deym a en ’houneur, d’ordre da 


Gouvernement Impérial et Royal, de recourir & lobligeante entremise de votre Excel- 


lence avec prize de Ii fire savoir ai ln Compagnie da Canal de: Suez avait sccepté 
tions qui lui ont été faites de la part du Gouvernement Britannique relativement 
westion da mesurage du tonnage, et en lui exprimant le désir du Gouv 

Impérial et Royal de voir A ce sujet quelques modifications introduites aux stipulations de 

Ja Gonvention eonclue entre la Grande Bretagne et la dite Compngaie. 

Dapris Foftice de votre Excellence du 5 Octobre, elle a bien vouln transmettre cet! 
note an Départment du Gouvernement Royal qui se trouve en rapport avec In Compagait) 
du Canal de Suez, mais comme depuis je n'ai recu aucune communication ultéricare & & 

ct, ct que mon Gouvernement est trés désireux d'avoir une réponse, je me permets dé 
rappeler cette allaire au souvenir de votre Excellence. 
Veuilles, &e. 


(Signé)” BEUST. 


No, 189. 
Mr, Standen to the Barl of Derby.—(Received December 6.) 


My Lord, Poris, December 8, 1877. 

IT hins boon judged expedient by the Council of Administration of the Suez 
Company. to send two of their Direetors from time to time to Egypt to inspect 
works and establishments connected with the Canal, 

‘At the usual monthly meeting of November last it was decided that an inspect 
should be mado this winter, and the Council expressed a wish that M. Spément 
myself, neither of whom had yot seen the Canal, should undertake this inspection, 

‘Another Director, M. Fréville, who intended visiting Egypt this season, reque 
that he also might share this duty with us. ‘ 

Tn soliciting your Lordship's sanction to my acceptance of this offer, T think it 
to state that [ consider that the experience to be gained in my thus having an 
into the practical working of the Canal will be of great value and assistance to me 
‘after in my duties on the Committce of Management, an opinion which is shared by 
Tobn Stokes and Me. Rivers Wilson, cares 

1 therefore propose, should your Lordship see no objection to my accepting this dalys 
to wart for Haypt with ny colleagues sboat the 10th January nest, and to return 
Paris early the following March, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ' EDWD. J. STANDEN, 


No. 190. 
The British Suez Directors to the Earl of Derby—(Receieed December 6.) 


(No. sah Commercial. Confidential.) 
aly 
Y AVE’ havo the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 
‘of tho 26th ultimo, giving us instructions for our guidance in continuing the nog 
tion with the Suez Canal Company for the settlement of the differences concerning 
‘to be exclnded from the net tonnage of eee ere, through the Csnal. 

Tn obedience to those instructions we embodied in the inclosed letter to 10) 
President of the Company the observations contained in the Board of Trade’s letter 
2st ultimo, and banaled in with it eopies of the Boanl’s leter of 27th October, 
Me. Trsitt’s opinion. : i 

On the 20th ultimo we had a conference with the two Vice-Presidents of 
Company, with whom we have, up to the present moment, been in communication @ 
this subject, MM Charles de Lesseps and Mourette, ‘They maintain the view the 
have throughout held, and contend there is a passage in the “ General Principles 
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‘Mlopted by the Constantinople Commission which deprives M. Treitt’s assumption of 
‘he intentions of that Commission of all value. ‘This passage draws a distinction 
the “commodité” or convenience of the rs and crew, “and their 
‘logement." ‘Therefore they contend, in opposition to M. ‘Treitt, that “logement” 
‘eannot be held to comprise the mess-rooms and bath-rooms provided for the conve- 
‘Bience of the officers and engineers, as the word “commodité” is not mentioned when 
“logement” and * cabines” are exempted by the rule. 
‘They profess, moreover, to be alarmed at the possible extension of these claims for 
Sesaption which is shadowed forth in M. Treitsconelading paragraphs. 
‘We have from the first pointed out that the Company is more concerned at the 
ible consequences of exempting the spaces under consideration than at the 
iate effect. We therefore threw out the suggestion that a possible basis of 
Abderstanding might be found in placing a limit to the amount of space to be 
in each vessel, and we found a disposition to meet us on these grounds. ‘Two 
conferences, on the 30th ultimo and 8nd instant, on this subject, and an 
‘amination of the actual figures furnished by the Company, and contained in Colonel 
Stokes’ Report No 31 of the 18th April, 1876, have led to the adoption of the inclosed 
“Bais of Agreement, which is submitted for your Lordship's approval. 
We trust that the Board of Trade will be disposod to accept this Agrooment; it 
tind to us free from the objectionable features of the previous suggestion to grant 
“the deduction of a fixed percentage covering all spaces, as it is especially provided 
“that no space shall be deducted from a vessel's tonnage except it is bond fide employed 
for the purpose assigned to it, 
wo leading principles have determined the details of the proposed Agroement- 
‘Canal Company from an 


Wehavo recognized the necessity of protecting the Suez 
“ahuo of the interpretation which wo have hitherto maintained, and which would 
‘ from the not tonnage of vessels measured under the Constantinople Rules 
‘Sirtain spaces specified in tho Boanl of Trade’s letter of the 27th October, 1877. Thia 
ple has led to the necesity of fixing w limit to tho extension of Wes spaces, 
“42d the determination of the maximum amount of tonnage that should be deducted 
‘% account of them. 
The other leading principle was derived from the necessity of providing a sufll- 
enoy of accommodation of the nature indicated, so as to encourage shipowners really 
“Yo give the spaces for which exemption is made, 
"g,, Inthe application of these principles the course taken by the Constantinople 
ission with respect to the cook's galleys has been followed. 
~~ Whero a space ceases to bo usod exclusively by the officers, the exemption of tho 
M8ce from paying dues also ceases. 

, We have arrived at the maxima defined in the following eu ‘of agreement by 
“taking tho mean of the spaces as actually measured, given in the paper above roferted 
4, for the mess rooms and bath rooms, " It is a part of the understanding that if the 

Spaces actually sot apart contain less than the maximum number of tons assigned, 

Saly their eal tape will be deducted. 

ith reference to certain of the spaces under 5 and § we think that the 
Company's objection to admitting them, in addition to 4 and 7, on the samo ship, is 
‘Well founded. We think that if there is ono mess room to serve both for the offiners 
neers, and one bath room for the same persons in the same ship, it meets the 
Riliciency of the case; that a grester number places the Company in the possible 
Position of losing dues on spaces ostensibly assigned to the officers, Hut really used for 


a 


Ba, We subioin the French textof the Agreements under the diffrent headings of the 


of Trade’s letter of the 27th October last, of which we have now the honour to 
‘your Loriship the sense. 
1. ‘When the captain of a vessel sleeps in the chart-room, a maximum of 3 tons 
“thal! be deducted for the space occupied by the charts in this room. 
2, The surgeon's cabin shall be deducted from the taxable tonnage, but only 
When the vessel has a surgeon among its officers. 
3. Ithas been almitied that the purser’s cabin shall not be deducted. 
4and 5, A mess-room set apart exclusively for the use of the officers and engineers of 
the vessel if there is one, shall be deducted from the taxable tonnage. ‘The deduction for 
is mess-room shall not exceed 4 tons. Nodeduction for officers’ and engineers’ mess 
Tom. the masimum limit of which i thus fixe, whatever may be the room's expacity, 
Alall be accorded to vessels arranged for passengers, and which have no special mess- 
for the passengers. 
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‘#sicnt pour ln plupart dues une différence d'interprétation des Régles de Constanti- 

6. A second mess-room, if there is one, for the petty officers shall also be deduct 
from the taxable tonnage.” The maximum deduction for this mess-room shall Illy svait en effet un certain nomiine Wespsces exclux du’ tonnage 6b aue 1x 
3} tons. , ie a cru devoir comprendre dans ce tonnage. 

Tanda 8, When there are no eis on board, the space fora de notre visite 4 Paris au commencement du mois d’Aoit dernier, nous yous 
room for the exclusive use of the ship's officers and engineers shall be deducted fr entretenu de la maniére de voir du Gouvernement Britannique sur ces espaces, 
the taxable tonnage. On board passenger ships where there is more than one batt Prous yous avons Iu une note soutenant la position prise par le Gouvernement, dans 
room, one of these spaces shall be considered as specially set apart for the officers ‘Stle affaire dont nous yous envoyons copie ci-jointe. Nous avons constaté alors une 
‘engineers, and be deducted from the taxable tonnage. In both of these eases the sp pce d'opinion tris arrétée dela part des Vice-Présidents de la Compagnic, et 
tobe deducted for the exclusive use of the officers and engineers shall not exceed) Rous sommes réservés de soumettre leurs vues & notre Gouvernement. En. 
2 tons. x Bitséquence nous avons pu communiquer i M, Charles de Lesseps et & M. Mourette, 

‘All of these spnees—the cbart-room containing the captain's berth, the surgeon! de notre visite en Octobre dernier, que le Gouvernement était disposé i ndmettre 
cabin, the officers’ and engineers’ and potty offloers” mess-rooms, and the bath-room ft Yues de In Compagnie sur deux points, mais qu'il ne pouvait pas cl davis sur 
tho sole uso of the officers and engineers—shall havea visible inseription indicating! WB) lesantres points, 
thelr exclusive destination. aie ee pa, Lette fois-ci encore un accord ne se trouvant pas possible, une suggestion émiso 

Any space which does not bear this visible inseription shall not be deducted M. Chaces de Lesseps i Yeffot de substituer pour une définit of des espaces, un 
the tonnage. coef ablitme du tonnage brut de chaque bitiment était soumise par nous 4 notre Gouverne- 

Wo have not failed to state to the Viee-Presidents of the Company that we mais: Wl Ment ee: 
tain as the basis and point of departure of our negotintion with them our right to ins dang Motifs qui rendent impossible Vacceptation de cette solution sont indiqués 
on the tance of & ship's papers without verification. i, Ja dépéche ci-jointe du “ Hoard of le,” 

‘The Vice-Presidents maintain their view of the injustice of refusing to them fl Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté animé par un sincdre désir de rondre justice aux 
Tight of verifying, in view of the numerous errors that have beon ascertained andes de ln Compagnie sans préjudicier copendant les inténtts reconnus de la 
also insist on the correctness of their view of the in ion to be given to the Com GE Btigation, a cra devoir demander & leur Consciller Légal & Paris l'interprétation 
stantinople Rules, and they maintain thot their willingness to meet us in the Ad rapport da Ocostantinopl. 

Agrocincat ix not'to be held as a surrender of their views, but as evidence of theif Linterprétation de co rapport suivant la loi Anglaise justifisit complétement los 
dosire to sco every difference with Her Majesty's Government removed. ee Je Gouvernoment a soutenus jusqu’s présent, mais il a youlu Tire renseigné 

‘The sincerity of their convictions on this poiut has been apparent to us, and erprétation que la loi Francaise attacherait aux rigles de Constantinople, 

Toon proved by the obstinacy with which they bave contested every point. That 0 Lo rapport ci-joint do M. ‘Treitt soutient entitrement opinion du Gouvernement 
nacy has been also strengthened by senso that every point on which they yield repre nique, Nous sommes chargés de vous le communiquer et de yous dire que le 
sents an actual money value. ‘Pig calculate that the spaces above allowed of jement de Sa Majeaté exptro que vous reconnaltrez low offorts sinctres qu'il a 
deductions will cost the Company 19,0001, a-year; if every vessel takes advantage Of Ait pour arriver A une solution de cette question parfaitement juste ct équitable, et 
‘thom that will be the effect, but it is unlikely that all wall do so. JF Bes vous trouverez & méme de Maccepter telle que nous avons eu V'bonneur do 

‘We feél bound to say, however, that although we have had extreme difculty i® Was ls presenter. 
obtaining this Agrooment from the Vice-Presidents, we havo found in them a Veuillez, &. 
desire to come to an understanding with us, without which it would have been impo (Signd) J, STOKES. 
sible, G. RIVERS WILSON. 

‘We have also the honour to point out that, pao Se Jie President proctala EDWD. J. STANDEN, 
no surrender, virtually evory point urged by Her Majesty's Government has beet 
carried, though with such limitations in extent as we think it only fair to the Company 
to make. Inclosure 2 in No, 190, 

Pw) proposed Agreement will not be submitted to the Council of the Company : 
eaiitye oe ‘ble to state that it meets with the approval of Her Majesty's Govert” Heads of Discussion of the Tonnage Question with the Suez Canal Company, 


ment. POINT of departure. Acceptance by the Company of all that was done wt Tula of daparure 
‘We have, &e, Prostantinople under the Conventica of 21st February, 1870. 


(Bigned) te 4 Consequent rule that a ship's papers are to be accepted without question Rule, 
©. RIVERS WILSON- “The Canal Company should accept without reserve, and in full, the certifleate 


EDWD. J. 'SPANDEN: ate ship’s tonnage issued by the Goverement of the country to which she belongs, 
Should therefore accept the not register tonnage stated on it as the tonnage on 
MH the ship is to pay dues.’ 
fi ler Majesty's Government are willing to concede to the Company a verification Covees ioe 
Inolosnre 1 in No. 190. ae Tonnage certificates thus issued under ccriain condita ig 
oo z ‘The Canal authorities may ascertain whether cargo or Passengers are carried Verteation 
The British Suez Directors to M. de Lessep. Baas spaces which, a8 shown ithe cra of fonnage, were not includ in the orl 
: . MHeasurcinents, or which were allowed as deductions for the accommodation of 
M. Ie Président Direoteur, E Paris, le 25 Novembre, 1877. ‘crew after measurement, or which, being within the engine, boiler, or bunker 
DANI ia eto roe rome ares seate|eree Te Colonel Stokes le 21 Févriety WE Wes, form no part of the net tonnage as shown on the certificate, 
1876, 1a Compagnie du Canal de Suez a accepts tout ce qui a été fait A Constantinople We 2. That gs it was unquestionably the intention that all vessols passing the Suez Vers most uke 
la Comat Internationale on aa et notamment dans le Protocole be Pacplsouta be measured according to the Constantinople Rules, that all proper means °%! Cerificate, 
“évrier vous vous tes engagé a faire cesser le re-jaugeage = Ta be taken to induce and compel them to provide themselves with aud to produce 
Ganall qui avait été fait contrairement aux Rigles de Constantinople depais le mot Suez certificates showing their tonnage under those rules, oe 
d’Avril 1874. Le Colonel Stokes s'était engogé de son ebté i appeler Vuttention 4 7F To enable the Company to demand these certificates, Het Majesty's Government. Li of vonels that 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique & certaines erreurs que la ee Reg ftish the Company with a list of all vessels to whom tho special Suez certificate hove taken out 
ait avoir trouvées dans les certificats spéciaux de tonnage donnés par le is of ‘Tyade up to this time, and in future a weekly return {*rtfeates to be 
of Trade vax bitiments naviguant par le Canal de Suez, Pi . ee 
‘Un examen minuticux de ces certifieats a constaté que les erreurs indiqué® ai ropany weekly, 





Vessels not pro- 
vided with 
Gerticnte may be 


pople Rules 


‘Teeatnent 

eave tai 
from 

weber, 


‘OF vente that 
have paid dues and 
return for repaine 


3, Every vessel not provided with a certificate may be measured by the G 
authorities in conformity with the Constantinople Rules, and shall pay her dues acco 
to such measurement until she produces a special certificate from the authori 
her own country 

4. In order to regulate the differences of interpretation which have arisen 


cerning the spaces liable to be included in the net tonnage, the following definitions ™ 


be accepted — 

(1.) ‘The chart room, when used also as the captain's apartment or cabin. 

(2) The surgeon's cabin. 

(8) ‘The purser’s cabin. 

(4) The olficer’s mess room. 

(6.) The engineer's mess room. 

(6) ‘The carpenter's and bostswain’s (or petty officers) mess room. 

(7.) The officers’ bath room. 

(8.) The engineer's bath room. 

‘These eight spaces are within the scope and intention of the exempted 
of the Tonnage Commission as being entirely devoted to the use of the 
‘and crew, and should therefore be deducted from the gross tonnage, always supp 
that the whole amount of deductions on this head does not exceed 5 per cent. of 
‘gross tonnage. 

5. Vessels that take refuge in Port Said or Suez under stress of weather, or 
having entored for commercial pi ‘and paid dues, shall have beeo drive 
by bad weather, sll not be obliged to pay any dues for the tise that they are ab 
0 to take refuge. 

6. Ifa vessel has through the Canal and bas been driven 
damaged by stress of weathor, and obliged to rv-traverse the Canal simply to af 
repairs and not to effect any commercial transaction, to be exempted from pay 
transit dues. 

Paris, August 6, 1877. 


Tnolosure 3 in No. 190. 


Basis of Agreement between the Suez Canal Company and Her Majesty's Government 9) 


‘reference (o Spaces to be ezempted from the Tasable Tonnage. 


1. LORSQUE le capitaino d'un navire loge dans In chambre des cartes, il 
AGluit un maximum de trois tonnes pour T'espace occupé par les cartes dams 
cabine. 

2% Tl sera déduit du tonnage soumis A la taxation, une esbine de médecia. 
seulement lorsque le médocin Ge bord du navire. 

3. (Arrangement proposé déja accepté.) 

4,5, 6. Tira déduit du tonnage soumis & 1a taxation— 

(1) ‘Une sallo A manger, ai elle existe, & usage exolusif des officiers et des 

jens du bonl. Cotte déduction n'exosdera pas quatre tonnes. 

(2) Une scconde salle A manger, si elle existe, & usage exclusif de la m 
Cotte déduotion n'exedlera pas deux tonnes et demic. 

Ti no sera secordé aucune déduetion pour la salle A manger des officiers et a 
clens (dont Ia limite maximum a été fixée ci-dessus quatre tonnes) quel quo 
capacité, anx navires aménagés pour passagers, et qui n’suraient pas de salles & 1 
[pour paseagers. 

Tet &. It sera déduit du tonnage soumis & la taxation Mespace aménagé o 
chambre de bain, lorsqu’aucun passager ne se trouvera & bord du nat 
1a chambro do bain étant exclusivement i usage des officiers et mécaniciens. 

11 oer dyaleaent cédiit da tonnage somnis & ls taxation, un espace 
comme chil 
le navire plus d'une chambre de bai permanente; dans ce cas l'une des dites 
Giant considérée comme spécialement affectée & usage des officiers et mécani 

‘Dans le premier comme dans le second cas Vespace i déduire comme 
pour une chambre de bain i Vusage exclusif des officiers et mécaniciens, n'e 
‘pas dewx tonnes. 

Ta chambre des cartes servant de logement au capitaine, In cabine du mit 
Jes salles ft manger exclusivement réservées aux officiers et mécaniciens du bord 
Ja maisteance, Is chambre de bain exclusivement réservée aux officiers et 1 


ire de bain, bien qu’il y ait des pascogers & bord, lorsqu'il se trouveTs Ag 
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du bord, dovront porter visiblement une indication signalant leur destination 
erelusive. 

‘A détant de cette indication visible, aucune déduction de tonnage queleonque ne 
‘ta acconiée. 

Paris, te 3 Décembre, 1877. 


No, 191. 
‘The Ear! of Derby to Count Beust, 


MVAmbascadeur, Foreign Office, December 7, 1877. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's note of the 
instant, and in reply I beg to inform you that no agreement has yet been come to 
preen Her Majesty's Government and the Suez Canal Company on the points in con- 

‘Meetion with tonnage measurement which have recently been under discussion, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) 


No. 192. 


Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Reeeived December 8.) 


e322. Political.) 
Ay Lord, Cairo, December 1, 1877. 


THAVE the honour to report that the sum ropresenting: the interest falling, due 
Movday on the Suex Canal Shares purchase-money, namely, 99,4140 114., bas just been 
into the chest of the Public Debt, to be remitted by telegraph to the Bank of 


y greatest dificulty, and it would 
ever have boon collected in time if the Khedive, disregarding certain suggostions that 
the Government employéa ought to have precedence, had not given the most stringent 

fe that it must be paid at any cost; and he insisted, Fam told, upon certain 

bers of his own family paying up the whole of their arrears of taxes to complete the 


Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) "©, VIVIAN. 


No. 193. 
‘The British Suez Directors to the Earl of Derby-—(Received December 8.) 


, 
i £, 5. Commercial.) 
Lord, Paris, December 4, 
Yo, NE. have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordships despatch 
He 36 ot he 30th akimo, calling for our observations ona letier and is inclosures from 
Board of Admiralty. 
‘from this correspondence that a complaint has been made of the insuli- 
ing gi Suez Canal pilots on board of Her Majesty's steam- 
when navigating the Suez Canal 

the captains of these vessels are perfectly 
petent to navigi lots, and that there is no fitting accommoda- 

Yion on board these small vessels for the pilot in eharze. 
We have made inquiries om the subject, and we find that the Company are very 
in not making exception to their regulation for the navigation of the canal, 


Tea it all vessels of more than 100 tons must take a pilot. ‘They do not exempt even 
their own vessels. 

The presence of the pilot is necessary, not for the sole purpose of directing the 
fourse of the vessel, bat to control her specd. 

Without this control the officers commanding them are in the habit of passing 
through the canal at a high rate of spced, which is exceedingly injurious to the banks, 
ad canses much outlay on repairs. 
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Under these cireumstances we do not think that exemption from carrying a pilot 
can be claimed, but on the other hand we think that the Company must be content with 
such secommodation for their pilot on board as it is possible to give on such small 
vessels, 

We would suggest, for the consideration of the Board of Admiralty, whether, s# 
these vessels are permanently employed in the canal and must frequently be carrying 
pilot, it would not be possible as well as expedient to erect a special cabin for the use of 
the pilot whenever he goes on board. 

We unofficially called M. Charles de Lesseps’ attention to the telegram of M. dé 
eee M. de Savari, the last paragraph of which was somewhat offensive to Admiral 

Villoughby. 

He allowed that this paragraph was open to objection, but he pointed out that i 
was addressed to M, de Bavari,and not intended for the Admiral, and that evidently i 
had been communicated to the latter inadvertently, 

We have, &¢ 
(Signed) J. STOKES, 
©, RIVERS’ WILSON, 
EDWD. J. STANDEN. 


194. 
Mr. Lister to Mr. Farrer. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 11, 1877 

WITH reference to your letter of the 21st ultimo, I am directed by the Earl 
Derby to transmit to you a despatch and its inclosures from the British Directors of abe. 
Suez Canal Company.* in which they propose the basis of an agreement with the Company 
‘on the tonnage question, 

T am to roquest that you will lay these papers before the Lords of Trade, to whose 
decision Lord Derby wishés to leave the opinion to be come to on the points at i 
His Lordship wishes, however, at the same time to state that, as far as the Foreign Odlee 
is able to,judgo in the matter, the present proposals seom to afford the means of a aatit: 
factory settlement, and Jam to add that, if possible, it will be better to effect 
mont with the Company in an amicable manner rather than by insisting upon strict right®, 

documents of apparently doubtful interpretation, to make the questions at issue the 
mbjoct of legal proccedingy. 
Lam, &. 
(Signed) T. V, LISTER. 


No, 195. 
Mr. Lister to Mr. Standen. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 12, 1877. 
TAM directed by the Earl of Derby to inform you, in reply to your despatch of the 
3nd instant, that hie Lordship sanctions your acceptance of the proposal made by thé 
Council of Administration of the Suee Canal, that you xhould be one of the Directors wha 
aro to be sent this winter to inspect the works and establishments connected with thé 
Canal. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) T. V, LISTER. 





No, 196. 


Mr. Farrer to Mr. Liater-—(Received December 13.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, December 18, 1877: 
LAM directed by the Board of Trade to ‘acknowledge the receipt of your lettor of 
the 11th instant, inelosing a despatch and inclosures from the British Directors of th 


1 Se 100, 
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Suez Canal Company, containing the basis of a proposed agreement concerning the 
ions relating to the measurement of tonnage at issue between Her Majesty's 
crores ‘and the Company, and asking for the opinion of the Board of ‘Trade, 

In reply, I am to request you to inform Lord Derby that in the opinion of the Board 
of Trade, the proposed Agreement may properly be adopted by Her Majesty's Govern 
ment, Tt will, of course, be agreed to as a compromise, Her Majesty's Government 
adhering to their views of the meaning of the Constantinople Regulations, as the Company 
adhere to theirs. 

‘The inclosures of your letter are returned herewith, 

L have, &e, 
(Signed) "T.-H. FARRER. 





No, 197. 
‘The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Lister—(Received December 14,) 


Sir, Admiralty, December 13, 1877. 

1AM commanded by my Lords Commsssioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, 
for the information of the Earl of Derby, that anchorage dues for forty-seven days at 
Port Said between 17th May and 4th July last, were charged. by, and paid to, the Suez 
Canal Company in respect of Her aaetre ship “ Hotspur" upon 1230-96 tons, the 
foonage of the vessel according to British rales, instead of upon 1,126:56. tons, the 
Nonnage according to Danube rule, as shown by the Board of ‘Trade certificate with which 
the ship was furnished. 

2 The amount id ix apparently 31. 17s. 8d, (being 2 ¢, a-day for forty-seven 
ays on 101-40 tons, at tho exchenge of 29 f. 27. per 1.) and my Lords request, abject 
to Earl Derby's concurrence, that steps may be taken to recover the amount as a credit due 
to naval funds. 

3, The Commander-in-chiof has in the meantime been requested to report. any 
Gireumstances which may explain the overcharge. nei 
am, &e, 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL, 


No. 198, 
Mr, Lister to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


‘Sir, Foreign Office, December 15, 1877, 
TAM directed by the Earl of Derby to inform you that his Lordship referred to the 
British Directors of the Suez Canal Company your letter of the 23nd ultimo, respecting 
‘complaint which bad been wade of the insuiliciency of the lodging given to the Suez 
Canal pilots on board Her Majesty's steam tenders “Prompt” and “Busty,” when 


‘the Suez Canal. 

"Tam now to transmit to you a copy of the Directors’ Report and. Tam to request 
that you will state to the Lords of the Admiralty that, before taking further action in the 
Tater, Lord Derby would be glad to be favoured with any obsarations which their 

ips may have to offer with regard to the suggestion of the Directors that, to moet 
‘the difficalty, a special cabin should be erected for the use of the pilot whenever he goes 
0 board these vessels. 


Lam, &. 
(Signed) "TV, LISTER. 





No. 199. 
The Earl of Derby to the British Suez Directors. 


tlemen, Foreign Office, December 17, 1817. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 36, Commercial, of the 10th instant, I have 
to inform you that Her Majesty's Government have learned with satisfaction the valuable 
* Ne 198, 
{s27] 26 


‘0. 88.) 
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services rendered by Dr. French Muller, the surgeon of one of Her Majesty's ships af 
Port Suid, during a serions outbreak of fever at Ismailia. 4 
A copy of your despatch has been forwarded to the Lords of the Admiralty for their 


information. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) "DERBY. 


No, 200. 
The Earl of Derby to the British Suez Directors. 


(No. 39, Commercial.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, December 18, 1877. 

HAVE had under my consideration, in communication with the Board of 
your despatch No, 34, Commercial, of the 4th instant, in which you submit the basis of. 
& proposed Agreement on the questions relative to tonnage ‘measurement at issu 
between Her Majesty's Government and the Suez Canal Company. 

Thave now to inform you, in reply, that Her Majesty's Government are, under all 
the circumstances of the ease, willing to adopt this proposed Agreement. Her Majesty's 
Government adhere, however, to their views as to the meaning of the Constantinople 
Regulations ; and the course now assented to is a compromise in the matter. 

You are accordingly authorised to take the necessary steps to carry the proposed 
Agreoment into effect. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ' DERBY. 


No. 201. 
‘The British Suez Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Recelved December 18.) 


(No. 37. Commercial.) 
My Lord, London, Deceniber 16, 1877, 

IN our report No. 24, Commercial, of the 4th instant, we had the honour to inclos 
for your Lordship’s information, copy of iH Memorandum hick = submitted 
M, de Lesseps in August last, on the aubject of an agreement on the Tonni ueation. 
The two a por in that eador as: which referred to the ecenaiee vosscls 
taking refuge in the ports of the Suez Canal Company under stress of weather, 9 
traversing the Canal sitnply for the purpose of repairing damage, were not alluded to 8 
our roport of the 4th instant, because we had not then received from M. de Lesseps copies 
‘of the reports of the Company's Agent at Ixmailia, giving reasons for not complying witl 
the proposals contained under these heads. 

We have now the honour to forward, for your Lordshi 
those reports. 

On the first of these letters we have the honour to observe that we did not protend 
to obtain from the Company permission for a damaged vessel to re-teaverse the Canal it 
order to proceed to Europe for repairs, but to get repaired at one extremity of the Canal 
itself, in order to proseoute her voyage. This facility the Company might be prepared @ 
grant, if they adopted the last paragraph of M. de Rouville’s letter. x 

‘As regards the second letter, we think that the arguments it contains are conclusi¥® 
against the exemption asked for, 

* We have, &e, 


figned) J. STOKES. 
ai Y C, RIVERS WILSON. 


information, the copies of 


Inclosure 1 in No. 201. 


M. de Rowwille to M. de Lesseps. 


‘M, le Président, Inmailia, le 7 Juillet, \877- 

PAT Vhonneur de vous accuser réception de votre lettre du 13 Juin, par laquelle vous 
vouler bien me demander mon avis sur Vopportunité d'exempter ou non, de taxe, 16 
navies en avarie, obligés de repasser par le Canal pour aller en Europe se faire néparet> 
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‘Sans avoir accompli le but de leur voyage, but en vue duquel les droits du Canal avaient 
é payés a Yaller. 

Si notre Compagnie consentait a exempter du paiement du droit spécial de navigation 
tout navire dans les conditions précitées ce serait, je crois, dans I'intention de favoriser les 
ompagnies de navigation, les armateurs ou le commerce. 

Si telle était Vintention de notre Compagnie, je ne crois pas qu’elle sersit réalisée, car 
la faveur qui serait consentie ne profiterait qu’aux compagnies d'assurunces, lesquelles 
font payer assez largement les primes aux armateurs et aux négociants en vue de tous 
Kes sinistres qui peuvent atteindre les navires et les chargements, pour devoir, en bonne 
Justice, lorsque les sinistres surviennent, supporter tons les frais en résultant. 

Qoelques compagnies de navigation, armateurs et commercants ne font pas ussurer 

res et leurs marchandises ou ne les font assurer que pour une partie de leur 

is ces compaguies, armateurs et commercants, fort rares du reste, possédent un 
‘Sompte d'assurances qui regoit Je montant des primes non payées aux compagnies spéciales 
qui, en cas de sinistre, supporte les frais. 

igus le cas dont il vagit dolve rest tonjours asses rare, os'gui condrat sana 
mnde importance Yexemption qui serait consentie par notre Compagnie, je ne serais 
Ps d'avis, pour les raisons qui précident, de coasentir cette exemption, 

Co que notre Compagnie pourrait, je ervis, yuitablement consentir, sans oependant 
Vinserire Jane son riglement de navigation, c'est ce qu'elle a accordé deux fois depuis 
‘ouverture du Canal aux steamers “ Belgian * et *Octava,” cest-a-dire, de ne pas exiger 
ne seconde fois le paiement des droits ot frais pour les navires qui se trouveront en 
Waries dans le Canal et qui voudront retourner se réparer, soit A Port Said soit & Suez, 
Pour reprendre le cours de leur voyage aussitot la réparation effectuée. 

Veuillez, Xe. 
Le Chef du Service du Transit et de la Navigation, 
(Signé) DE ROUVILLE, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 201, 
M, de Rowville to M, de Lesveps. 


M, le Président, Iematlia, le 7 Juillet, 1877, 
TAL Thonneur de vous accuser réception de votre lettre du 15 Juin, relative & 
Texemption des droits de stationnement pour les navires so réfugiant A Port-Said ou dans 
eaux de Suez. 
Jo crois devoir attirer votre attention sur les difficultds qui so présonteront pour 
ter les abus. 
Test évident que le temps pendant lequel un navite pourra so réfugior dans nos 
oe ttre limité, maix la durée de ce temps pourra toujours étre Tobjet de con- 
ions, le capitaine ot Ia compagnie pouvant apprécier cette durée d'uno manidre 
ite. 


Les avis pourront étre 


, re partagés sur le temps nécessaire aux wiparations en cas 
fevaries, ow sur la possibilit 


ou la non possibilité de prendre Ia mer en cas de gros 


Ty aurait tiew de craindre aussi de voir, pendant Mhiver, notre port de Port-Said 
‘Scombeé par les bombardes Greeques et Turques qui sont géaéralement en assez matvais 
at pour pouvoir se dire en avaries et en reliche pour cc motif. 

‘Avant In perception du droit de statioanement, quantité de ces petits navires sgjoure 
Mient & Port-Said pendant la mauvaise saison, Vexemption qui serait eonsentic par notre 
‘Compagnie pourrait en amener le retour. 

Veuillez, &o. 


Le Chef du Service du Transit et de la Navigation, 
(Sign) DE ROUVILLE. 


SESS Se ee Oe 
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No. 202. 
Mr. Standen to the Earl of Derby—(Received December 19.) 


(No. 38. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, December 17, 1877. 

T HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that the third drawing of shares of 
the Suez Canal Company for repayment of capital, at which T was present, took place of 
the 15th instant, 

Tn conformity with the table of amortization of these shares, copy of which wat 
forwarded to your Lordship in Colonel Stokes’ despatch No. 44 of the 21st June, 1876, 
297 shares were drawn for repayment, of which number 75 belong to Great Britain. 

T inclose herewith a certified list in detail of the numbers of the 75 shares now 


drayn, 
(Bigned) EDWD. J. STANDEN. 
Inclosure in No. 202. 


List of Shares belonging to the British Government drawn for repayment on 
December 15, 1877. 


Actions.—Troisiéme Tirage d' Amortissement, le 15 Décembre, 1 
NUMEROS des actions appartenant au Gouvernement Anglais sorties au troixidm® 


Now. 
266,896 & 266,880 . 
302,651 a 302.075 - 
309,701 & 309,728 


Je 15 Décembre, 1877. 


Le Chef des Titres, 
(Sign) —-B, CHARPENTIER. 
Certifié conforme = 
Le Secrétaire-Général, 
(Bigné) Mansus Dovrawer. 


No. 203. 
Mr. Lister to Mr. Farrer, 


, Foreign Office, December 21, 1877. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Derby to transmit to you a despatch and its incl 
sures from the British Directors of the Succ Canal Company® relative to the treatment of 
vere taking rege in the ports of the Sucz Canal under tree of weather, or traversing: 
the Canal simply for the purpose of repairing damages. 

The vt despatch refered toby the Directors formed the subject of the letter? 
from this Office of the 11th and from your Department of the 13th instant. 

Tam to request that you will move the Js of Trude to take the inclosed pape 
into consideration, and:to favour Lord Derby with such observations as they may have 
offer on the matters to which they relate. wes 

am, 


(Signed) | T. V. LISTER. 


ee ee 
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No.2 

Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received December 22.) 

ee 333. Politieal. Confidential.) 
iy Lord, 


_ WITH reference to your Lordship's despatch No. Confidential, of the 30th 
ultimo, and other correspondence, respecting the authenticity of the Additional Article 
{o the Convention of the 28rd April, 1869, between the Khedive and the Suez Canal 
Company, Chérif Pasha has placed in my hands the accompanying papers, which were 
tent to him by the Local Agent of the Company in December 1871, in ‘reply to his 
Excellency’s demand for the production of the Article. 

Chérif Pasha points out that the telegram of the 23rd May, 1870, professing to 
futhorize the execution of the Article, is neither addressed nor signed; and both the 
five and he repudiate the authenticity of the telegram equally with the Article, and 
rofess to be unable to explain M. de Leste’ curious procoedings io this matter. 
we, &e, 
(Signed) ' ©. VIVIAN, 


PS—It seems to me strange that, although the Egyptian Government have been 

possession, since December 1871, of the terms of an Article the authenticity of 

Which they profess to disavow, they should have taken no steps to record officially their 
Protest against it, eh 


Cairo, December 13, 1877. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 204. 
M. Daubrée to Cherif Pasha. 


Excellence, Alexandrie, le 31 Décembre, 1871. 
CONFORMEMENT an désir que vous m‘avex exprimé, jai Vhonneur de vous 
temetire cijoint copie certitée autheatique de Article Additiondel & la Convention du 
83 Avril, 1869. 
Je pric, ke. 
LAgent Bupérieur, 
(igné) 8, DAUBREE, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 204. 
Domaine Commun —Actes Constitutifa. 


Dépiche Téégraphique. 
i wr ie leona 28 Mei ae 
“LES négociations entamées par le Khédive pour la Réforme Judiciaire en 
Be es eeceraecee steve; Soccainegas cst aaicanes ia soa omeooen 
© d'autoriser In vente des terrains dépendant du Canal Maritime de Sues.” 


Article Additionnel a la Convention du 23 Avril, 1869, pour “partager le produit 


‘tes terrains a bitir le long du Canal Maritime, sans aucune limite" 
“Tl est entenda que les terrains que la’ Compagnie est autorisée A vendre, com- 
wnt aux dispositions de la présente Convention, doivent embrasser suceessivemont 
ceux qui sont susceptibles de devenir des eentres de population, En ence 
Wrtout od, d'un bout & lautre du Canal Maritime, pourra sétablir un centre de popula- 
tion, les terrains dont la Compagnie a la jouissance et les terrains appartenant au 
Gouvernement serout mis en commun et vendus au bénéfice commun.” 


Lecture officielle de ce dernier document a été faite aux actionnaires de la Com- 
oa ‘niverselle, réunis en assemblée, le 2 Aoiit, 1869, Et le 20 Juillet, 1871, un 
527, 2M 
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compte-renda des premiéres opérations faites dans I'Isthme en vertu de ces Com 
1 été donné & Assemblée Générale, 
Paris, le 20 Novembre, 1871. 
Certifié conforme et authentique, 
Le Président du Conseil d'Administration, 
(Signé)” FERD. DE 'LESSEPS. 


a 5s a 


No. 205. 
Lord Tenterden to the British Suex Directors. 
Gentlemen, 


You will observe that Cherif Pasha repudiates the authenticity of the “ Additional) 
Article” to the two Conventions of April 23, 1869, and that he suggests that you migh 
be able to obtain some information on this subject, : 

am, &e. 


(Signed) TENTERDEN, 
SS Se ee 


No. 206. 
‘The British Suex Directors to the Barl of Derby—(Received Janvary 4,) 


(No. 1. Commercial. Confidential.) 
My Lord, London, January 3, 1878. 

AT the meoting of the Council of Administration on the dth ultimo, the Budget of 
the Company for the y . 


As wo had oceasion to ex; 
Budget voted by 

sinking fund of loans, th y 

control of the Egyptian Government; and, 2, the working expenses: and that i is olf 
in respect of the second head of expenditure that the administratore ure able to exerci 
real control and economy, 

‘The total estimated expenditure for the Budget of 1877, as reported in our despatches 
of the Sth and 27th December, 1876, amounted to 18,373,939 fr. The estimate for the 

1878, as it has just been voted by the Council, amounts to. 18,500,561 fr. being af 
fncroase of 126,622 fr. : Oe 

The accompanying statement will show the details of the proposed expendi 
contrasted with the estimate of the preceding year, It will be scen bat there ot tl 
variation in the amounts estimated to be required in the several working: departments of the 
Company, notwithstanding the large and steady increase in the tri. 

ere are but One or two matters arising out of the discussion on the Budget whieh 
call for special observation. 4 

It was decided to effect an alteration in the position of the ageat of the Company it 
London, The continued residence of M, Daubrée in England is found to be unnceess 
{or the purposes of the Company, especially since the appointment of the throo Beil 
Directors. | It was determined not to suppress the appointment altogether, but to place it 
upon a reduced footing, reserving for a future occasion the _guestion of the eventual 
maintenance of entire abolition of the appointment. M. Daubrée will only be ox 
to come to England when instructed to do so for any particular purpose. When reaidia 
in England upon sach occasions he will receive 9 at his present rate of 20,000 ff 
your at other times his salary will be at the rate of 8,000 fr. only. 

Some discussion took place, at our instance, as to the charge of 30,000 fr. as salar 
to M, Binile Ollivier, who holds the appointment of Special Commissioner reserved to ti 
Egyptian Government by Article 9 of the Concession of 5th January, 1856, 

# Me. Vian’ No. 329. 
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Article 7 but_who appears to have hardly any duties to perform in 
Section ai tis Gaopety ~WTuer aconed to be a general feling that the payment is 
‘exorbitant, but M. de Lesseps explained that, although he Concession and Statutes of the 
‘Company, which charge the salary of the Special Commissioner on the Company, make no 
mention ss to the amount of salaty, it would be dificult at. the present time to alter an 
‘arrangement upon the faith of which the Kbedive offered the post to M. Ollivier. M. de 
Lesseps adinitted, however, that on the occasion of a vacancy it would only be reasonable 
ion in the salary should be made. Fi 

Oe revises clade tho Budget for the 1,000,000 fr. which are to be expended 
‘Anpually on extraordinary works in pursuance of the Stokes-Lesseps Convention of 
alse , 1876. J 

ner Tene ticadh iat chavtanodt old bs appropriated for the year 1878 as 


1 =~ 


calargerent ee ae anheaT 38 
Se ee tonstd ob 
Toul, ene 1,000,000 00 
3 avERS WILSON 
(Signed) Cc 4 . 

oa J. STOKES, 


Inclosure in No, 206. 


P-Charpes sorilea"— 
Anjereat and Sinking Pund of the 1867 Loan 
Interest and Sinking Pund of the 1871 Laan 
Control of the Egyptian Goverment 


Tocideotal expenses relating to the Delt and payment of coupons, Be. 


Central Advuinietration 


in Y% 
Renbary Services. 


Works of permancet impecrement ° 
Toul, uke ena] 1887.00 





‘© ot comprined in Badge for 1877. 


No, 207. 
Mr. Trevor to Mr. Lister-—(Received January 7.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, January 6, 1878. 
1AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
4st ultimo, transmitting a despatch and its inclosures from the British Directors of the 
Canal Company relative to the treatment of vessels taking refuge in the ports of the 
Suez Canal under stress of weather, or in traversing the Canal simply for the purpose of 
In SSpuned with the request of the Barl of Derby to be favoured with the obserea- 
tions of this Board on the matters to which the papers in question relate, I am to state 
‘that they concur in the views expressed by the British Commissioners in their despatch, 
The inclosures which accompanied you letter are herewith returned. 
ve, 
(Signed) " C. CECIL TREVOR, 


ESE ee 
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No, 208 
The Earl of Derby to the British Sues Directors. 

(No, 1.) f- 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, January 10, 1878. 

TCOMMUNICATED to the Board of Trade your despatch No. 37 of ‘the 15th 
ultimo relative to vessels taking refuge in the ports of the Suez Canal Company undet 
‘stress of weather, or traversing the Canal simply for the purpose of repairing damages. 

In reply T have now to inform you that the Lords of Trade concur in your views 08: 
the subject as expressed in your above-mentioned despatch, I have accordingly t 
authorize you to proceed in the matter in the manner therein diet < 
L am, &e. 
(Signed) "DERBY. 





No. 209. 
‘The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Lister.—(Received January 10.) 
Bir, Admiralty, January 9, \878- 

" WITH reforenco to tho last paragraph of the instructions to Commanding Oicers of 
Her Majesty's ships and Indian troop-ships in regard to payment of Canal dues to the 
Suez Company, Tam commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admimlty #9 
acquaint you, for the information of the Earl of Derby, that the inclosed regulations for 
navigation of the Suez Canal, not being in accordance with the recommendations of re 
Tntornational Commission on Tonnage, have recently not been supplied to Her Majest 

ips passing through the Canal. i 
ine Las ~ah that you will move the Eatl of Derby to cause thers to be informed 
whether these regulations should stil be withbeld, or whether any revised roles have beet 
issued by the Company ? In the latter ease my Lords would be ghd to be furnished 
copies for supply to Hee Majesty's ships. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) we ROBERT HALL: 


Enclosure in No, 209. 
‘Suex Conal Regulations. 


No. 210. 
‘The Karl of Derby to the British Swex Directors. 
(No. 2.) 


Foreign Office, January 11, 1878. 

a TRANSMIT to you herowith a lettar from the Doant of Admiralty. asking te 
information as to the regulations which should now be supplied to the Commanding Of 
of Her Majesty's ships passing through the Suex Canal, and 1 have to request tt 
You will favour me with your opinion as to the answer which should be returned to 
‘application. pare 

For the Earl of Derby), 
: ‘(Gigued) TT. V. LISTER. 


2 
No. 211. 
The Earl of Derby to Mr. Vivian. 


gee cane Foreign Offee January 11, 1878. 
” PTRANSMIT to you herewith, for your confidential information a copy of the 
by the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company upon the Budget of the Company 


the year 1878. Lam, &e. 


the Earl of Derby), 
Or Sened) T. V. LISTER: 
SS eee 


20). + No, 205. 


‘The British Suez Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January \.) 


(Xo.2. Commercial.) 
ly Lord, Paris, Janvary 8, 1878. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge your Lordship's despatch No, 39, Commercial, 
ofthe 18th ultimo, instructing us to take the necessary steps to carry out under- 
fusing with the Suez Canal Company reported in our No, $4, Commercial, of the 

ultimo, 

With reference to our No. 37, Commercial, of the 15th ultimo, we have further com 
Pleted the arrangement of the points mentioned under Nos. § and 6 of our Memorundum 
of August 6 (Inclosure No. 2 in our above No. 34) by admitting the objections raised. by 

Company to No, 5, and by accepting a modification of No. 6 so as to admit to the 
Privilege of re-traversing the Canal without payment of dues only those vessels who have 
‘Muffered damage in the Canal. 

A draft of the inclosed letter was submnitted to the Council on its sitting of to-day, 
‘tnd was approved by them. 

Under this letter your Lordship will perceive that a definitive acceptance of the 
‘understanding approved by your Lordship cannot be given by the Council until its 
Meeting in February; but we have the satisfaction of reporting to your Loniship that 
itwns very well received by the Members, and we have no doubt it will be formally 
Seeepted, me 

to take this opportunity of recognizing the tact and conciliatory spirit 
M. Charles de Lessepn has treated these questions and explained the whole 
hegotiation to the Couneil, 

‘We did not fail to impress upon the Members that whilst maintaining their interpre- 
tation of the Constantinople Rules, Her Majesty's Government had been animated by 
Aincere desire to protect the Company from any abuse of that interpretation, hence the 
ystem of limitations which we bud adopted, 

We further expressed satisfaction at the termination thus put to all juestions between 
Her Mapeys Government and the Company, which elicited an unanimous expression of 
Spproval on the part of the other Directors. 

The question having been raised us to the manner in which the other maritime 
Powers sould be made acquainted with the arrangement, we expressed our belief that your 

hip would communieate it to the Powers who took part in the Tonnage Commission 
‘of Constantinople. 

- We have, &e. 


(Signed) J, STOKES, 
C. RIVERS WILSON. 
EDWD. J. STANDEN. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 212. 
M. de Lesseps to the British Suez Directors. 


Messieurs, Paris, le 8 Janvier, 1878. 

VOUS m'aver fait Yhoneur, le 22 Décembre dernier, de minformer que le Gouverne- 

Ment de Sa Majesté est disposé dadopter accord intervenu entre nousau sujet de diverses 
estions de tonnage qui avaient donné liou & des divergences d'interprétation. 

Vous me demandez de vous faire connaltre comment la Compagnie du Canal de Suez 
de donner suite 4 cet accord. 

Conformément eux siatuty, jul communiqué au Conseil ¢’Administration, daneien 
ance de ce jour, les documents qui relatent les conditions et les termes de T'aceord, 
oir — 

1. Vote lettre du 28 Novembre, 1877, avee les documents annexés, et notamment 
tine note, datée de Paris, le 6 Aoat, 1877, ayant pour titre: “Points de discussion de la 
westion de tonnage avec la Compagnie da Canal de Suez 

2. Le texte des cing propositions résumant 'accord transactionnel intervenu ; 

3. Votre lettre du 12 Décembre, 1877, relative au stationnement des navires se 
Magione dans les ports du Canal de Suez, ct au retour, par le Canal, des. oavires 

Wwariés, 
one tout en maintenant, comme J's fait le Gouvernement de Sa Mujesté, ses 
3277 2Nn 
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vues sur la portée des ragles de Constantinople, et reconnaissant le caractére transactionnel 
de cet accord, n’a pu, dans Ia séance de ce jour, que témoigner son désir de 'approuver 
‘ux termes de 'Article $6 des Statuts, le Conseil ne pourra, en effet, prendre une décision 
Aéfinitive que dans sa séance régulitre de Février. 

Das que le Conseil aura pris cette décision, elle sera inscrite dans notre réglement de 
navigation, et mise en vigueur trois mois aprés, bi 

Permettez-moi d'ajouter, Messieurs, que le Conseil d’Administration a va avec satis- 
faction s'établir entre le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté et la Compagnie du Canal de Suez, 
tun accord qui régle les divergences dinterprétation soulevées au sujet des questions de 
tonnage et de vérification. 

Le Conseil a également apprécié Vimportance des moyens que votre Gouvernement ¥ 
mons foarue wear a petontaton per les navires, des certificats spéciaux qui leur ont 

té délivrés, 

Le Conseil a, enfin, pris acte de Vaceord spécial existant ds aujourd'hui entre Te 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté et In Compagnie du Canal de Suez, quant au stationnement 
dans les ports du Canal des navires réfugiés, et au retour, par le Canal, des navires avariés? 
votre letre da 22 Décembre susvisge abansdoone le premier point; quant au second, nous 
‘sommes disposés & continuer, comme nous avons déja eu occasion de le faire, & ne pas 
cexiger le paiement des droits pour les navires qui se trouveront en avarie dans le Canal, et 
qui voudront retourner se réparer soit & Port id, soit & Sues, pour reprendre le cours de 
Jour voyage aussitht la réparation effectuée. 

Yar Vhonneur, Messicurs, de vous remettre, sous ce pli, une note résumant P'accord 
transactionnel intervenu entre le Gouvernement ‘de Sa Majesté et la Compagnie du Canal 
de Suez, et qui, jo n'en saurais douter, sera l'objet d'un vote définitif du Conseil d'Adumioie 
‘stration dans sa séance du 6 Février. 

Vouiller, &e. 
Le Président-Directeur, 
(Signé) FERD. DE LESSEPS, 


Inclogure 2 in No. 212. 
Memorandum. 


LES autorités du Canal pourront s'assurer si da changement ou des passagers sont 
transportés dans des expoces qui. ainsi que Vindique le certificat de tonnage, n‘ont pas ae 
compris dans Te mesurage brut, ou qui ont été alloués comme déductions pour Vinstallatiog. 
de Méqoipage apris leur mesurage ov qui, se trouvant dans Vespace de ls machine, de We 
chaudire ou des soutes, ne font pas partie du tonnage net indiqué sur le certificat ; 

Et en général vérifier si tous lee expaces qui doivent ¢tre compris dans Ie tonnage oat 
portés sur le certificat, et y sont exnetement déterminés. 

Comme on avait incontestablement Vintention que tous les navires passant le Canal d@ 
Suey fossent mesurés conformément aux riples de Constantinople; que tans les moyens 

loyés pour les induire et lew forcer & se munir du certticat spécial 
iq jeur tonnage d'aprés ces régles, et & le juire, pour permettre & Ie 
Compagnie d'exiger ces certificate, le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté fournira i la Com 
Ia liste de tous les navires noxquels le certficat spécial de Suez a été dctiveé par le Board of 
‘Trade jusqu’a ce jour et & Pavenir, un état bebdomadaire de ces certificats. 

‘Tout navire non porteur d'un certificat pourra étre mesuré par les autorités du Canal 
conformément aux régles de Constantinople, et uoquittera ses droits d’apris ce mesurng® 
jusqu'’ ce quill produise on certificat spécial émanant des autorités du Board of Trade, 

‘A Veffet de réglementer les différences @'interprétation qui se sont élevées relative 
faux espaces susceptibles d’étre compris dans le tonnage net, les définitions suivantes 


ue le captaine d'un navire loge dans ta chatnbre des carts il sera aéauit 

‘un maximum de 8 tonnes pour Fespace occupé par les cartes dans cette cabine. 

(b.) HW sera déduit aa meek An taxa n, une cabine de médecin, mais 
seulement lorsque le médecin sera a bord du navire. 

(¢.) Il vera déduit du tonnage soumis a la taxation 

1, Une nalle.t-ranger, si elle existe, & usage exel 
du bord. Cotte déduction n’excédera pas 4 tonnes; 

'2. Une seconde salle-d-manger, si elle existe,  Vusaze exclosif de la maistranc® 
Cotte dédluction n’exeddern pas 24 tonnes. = 

Ti ne sera accordé aucune déduction pour la salle--manger des officiers et mécanicie™ 


des officiers et des mécanicieo® 
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‘(dont Ia limite maximum a été fixée ci-dessus 4 4 tonnes), 
rt ), quelle que soit sa capacité, aux 
Bier ners. pour) parmpan ct gel Wansial pus de) aplee heats. yaar 


(2) Ilsera déduit du tonnage soumis a la taxation, espace aménagé comme chambre 
* bain; lorsqu'aucan passager ne se trouvera bord dur navire, dans ce cas la chambre de 
‘i, dant Sseosremet Keng den oicins ot mfmaens 
sera également déduit du tonnage soumis & la taxation un espace aménagé comme 
chambre de bain, bien qu'il y ait des passagers 4 bord, lorsqu’il se eee dans le navire 
d'une chambre de bain permanente; dans oo cas, Pune des dites chambres de bain 
considerée comme spécialement affectée & l'asage des officiers et mécaniciens, 
‘Dans le premier comme dans le second cas, I'espace a déduire comme aménagé pour 
Pee _chambre' de Tin A Tosge excusf dos fice ot mécanicies wfexctder pus 
(@) La chambre des cartes servant de logement au capitaine, Ia cabine du médecin, 
sconces tesicodaacereeervden eax ofidlera etreotcan dene asad Geert 
Porter visiblement une indication signalant leur destination exclusive. 
| A défaut de cette indication visible, aucune déduction de tonnage quelconque ne sera 


No. 213. 
The British Suex Directors to the Bart of Derby.— (Received Janwary 18.) 


3. Commercial, Confidential.) 
ly Lord, London, January \5, 1878. 

WE havo the honour to report the following particulars as the estimated result of the 
‘morking of the Company during the year ended the 31st December, 1877, ‘The accounts are 
‘Rot yet finally closed, sind the figures now given will be liable to some furthor slight modi= 
fication ; but the estimate may be taken as substantially correct, and not likely to be even 
‘tually varied by more than 100,000, or at most 200,000 fr. 

Fr. 
‘The total receipts from all sources are estimated to 5 . 
amount to ae a 


7 a 33,771,000 00 
‘The total expenses are estimated at ¢. 


29,169,964 85 


Giving an oxoess of revenue over expenditure of .. 4,601,085 15 
And, after deducting the statutory reserve of 5 per 
‘cent. on the above amount, viz... ++ 280,051. 75 


+» 4,370,983 40 


For the year ended the 3lst December, 1876, the 
total revenue was “A 


A total net receipt of. = 


eee a ory 
And, alter deduction of 5 per cent of the surplus 


for the reserve fund, viz. 


re se 105,416 
The net receipts were 


++ 2,002,913 51 


It will be seen that the net profits for the year 1877 are estimated to exceed those for 
id by ince 0,260,000 aaa this antl a result is obtained in spite of the 
luction of the toll by 60 c. per ton since the 15th April last. ‘The net profits for 1871 
meetin < pil Tas nt profits for 1876 

‘amount of the net profits is calculated after providing not only for all ex; f 
Management, but also for the interest and Sake ree ow the{Interan on tha 
Sonsolidated coupons, 5 per cent. on the share capital, and the reserve fund above 


It is apportioned as follows =— 
71 per cent. to the shareholders, whic, assuming the correctaess of the estimate now 
orted, wil give an addition of 7,758 fr. fo the interest of 25 fr. payable on each share, 
the total interest on the 500-fr. share to rather over 6} per cent., subject, of course, 
juction on account of Gorernment taxes. 
15 per cent. to the Egyptian Government, representing a sum of 655,647 fr. This 
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source of revenue, however, as is known to Her Majesty's Government, is mortgaged 1 
the French Syndicate. 

10 per cent, or 487,098 fr. for distribution among the founders’ shares. Of t 
there are 1,000; “each share will therefore be entitled to a dividend of 437-098 fr. 
last quotation of these shares, which are very scarce and much sought after, which we h 
seen gives them a value of 14,600 fr. At that price the dividend above stated would 
‘wériething under 3 per cent. on the present value of these shares; but there is no doubt 
that when the result of last year’s working is known, a further considerable rise in tl 
price will occur. x 

2 per cent, or 21,800 fr, to the Administrators. ‘This amount is not, however, 

rectly to the Administrators, but goes into the Company's chest as a. set-off 

1 portion of the charge for their remuneration for which provision is made in the AD 
Budget. 

‘D per eat, to the eiicers aid ‘servants of the Company, and received ‘by them 
‘addition to their stipulated valaries and allowances. 4 

We have, &e. 


p 
signed) ©, RIVERS WILSON. 
Race J. STOKES. q 


No. 214. 
‘The British Suez Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January \R.) 


(So. 4: Commercial) 
ly Lord, London, Janvary 17, 1878._ 
IN reply to your Lordship's despatch No. 2 of the 10th instant, transmitting & 
from the Bourd of Admiralty ou the subject of the Suez Canal Company's regulations 

the navigation of the Canal, we have the honour to state that the regulations, of 
kopy is incloxed in the Board of Admiralty’s letter, havo not ax yet been revised ; they 
‘However, about to be revived, in order to carry out the understanding recently arrived: 
and reported in our No. 1, Commiercial, of the 8th instant, ‘The revised regulations 
‘come into’ force in the beginning of May. We have, therefore. the honour to reco 
‘that the Bourd of Admiralty should continue to withhold the copy of the R 

until we are ablo'to communicate the revised ones, 


Mr. Bethune to Lord Tenterden—(Received January 21:) 


Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 
Offices, 122, Leadenhall Street, London, 
My Lord, January 19, 1878. 
T HAVE the honour, by order of the Directors, azuin to-nddress your Lordship o8 8 
subject of the tonnage basis on which the Suez Canal dues on this Company's ste 4 


sare charged. 

In their previous letters on this subject of 2nd and 25th May Inst, the Dit 
called your Lordship's attention to the terms of the agreement. between M. Ferdinasid 
Lessepss and Colonel Stokes which followed upon the purchase by Her Majesty's 
ment of the Kbedive’s shares in the Suex Canal, and pointed out that it was el 

‘ded by that agreement that the remeasurement of vessels furnished with the 
Bitez Canal Cortfieates, issued by the ‘Bourd of Tnde, should d 
fand that the Canal dues should be charged on the tonnage shown in those certificates: 

‘Tho Directors further pointed out that, although the Canal Company had given ¢f 

that part of the agreement which provided that vessels should not be remeasured, 'f 
jored the other and more important part of the agreement by declining to recognite 
of Trade Suez Canal Certifiestes carried by the Company's steamers, and conti 
to charge the dues on the tonnage asexrained by their former remeasurements, a toni 
‘in most instanices considerably larger than that shown in the Canal Certificates draw? 
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ith the Constantinople roles which M. de Lesseps had distinctly promised 
(¥ sccept, und, it may be added, a tonnage in excess of what the steamers generally 


Jo reply to. these representations, the Directors were informed by your Lordship, 
date 18th July, that in the agreement then “about to be concluded with the Canal 
any, the British Directors would try to secure the best possible terms as regards the 

(Bs of this country :” but as the Canal Company still continue to ignore the agreement 
fon their behalf by M. de Lesseps, the Directors can only infer that these efforts have 
successful. 

Jam instructed, therefore, again to ask your Lordship’s attention to this matter, 
in its present shape, involves an addition of some 1,001, a-year to the authorized 
tolls on this Company's steamers. The Directors do not ask, us your letter of 

August would seem to imply, for any fresh agreement with the Canal Company ; but 

fespectfully urge that steps shall be taken to secure the performance in its entirety of 

Hsgreement already existing, of which the Canal Company have had the advantage in 

Postponement of the reduction of the surtax, though they continue to evade the 
ponding obligation to accept the national measurement for tonnage, which formed 
the considerations for the concession made by Great Britain and the other mat 

in regard to the surtax. 
Thave, &e, 


(Signed) A. M. BETHUNE, Secretary. 


No. 216. 
Mr. Lister to the Secretary to the Admiralty, 


Foreign Office, January 21, 1878. 
JAM directed by the Earl of Derby to state to you, for the information of the 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that his Lordship has consulted the British 
$att0rs of the Suez Canal Company with respect to the inquiry relative to the regula- 
“for the navigation of the Canal, contained in your letter (M) of the 9th instant. 
Tam now to request that you wil inform the Lords of the Admiralty that the regula: 
G8 question are in course of revision, and that it appears advisable that the Admiralty 
for the present continue to suspend action in the matter. 


De Foreign Office, January 21, 1878. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 13th whimo, 1 on rected by the Eadl of 
Ki,'0 transmit to you, to be Inid before the Lords of ‘Trade, copies of a despatch wad 
Ap osures from the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company,* reporting the steps 
Rylive taken to carry into effect the proposed agreement with the Company on the 
°f tonnage measurement. 
slord Derby will be glad to receive any observations which the Board of Trade may 
ia’ Offer on the inclosed. papers, and, if their Lordships coneur, Lord Derby will now 
N with Her Majesty's Representatives. in the countries concerned, in order 
Retht terms of the proposed agreement may be made known to the Governments 
ned in the matter. 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed). V. LISTER, . 


+ No. 212, 
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No. 218. 
‘The Earl of Derby to Mr. Vivian. 
(No. 5. Commercial. Confidential.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 22, 1878. 
instant, I transmit, for your confidential information, a copy of a further despatch f 
the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company,* relative to the results of the working! 
that Company during the year ended the 31st December, 1877. 

am, Be. 


I 
(Por the Earl of Derby), 
(Signed) TV. LISTER: | 


No, 219. 


7 ‘The Earl of Derby to the British Suez Directors. 
(No. 3.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, January 23, 187 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 27 of the 19th July, {transmit herewith 
further letter from the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company,t on the: 
of the re-measurement of vessels by the Suez Cannl Company. 
all be glad to learn your opinion as to the terms in which it would be exp 


Tam, &, 


(Signed DERBY. 


No, 220. 


“The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Lister—(Received Janvary 28,) 


Sir, Admiralty, January 26, 1878 
WITH reference to my letter of the 28th June and to yours of the 7th August 

in regard to the depth of water at the Port Said entrance to the Suex Canal, f 

commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you herewith, fot Ug 

information of the Secretary of State for Fortign Affairs, printed copies of. 8 

Commander Millard’s Report on this subject, together with a manuscript copy of 


survey made by that officer. ae 
am, &e. 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL” 


Inclosure in No. 220. 
Report on a Survey of Port Said, made by Sto Commander J. Millard, August 1877 


RRIVING at Port Said on July 24, an examination was at once begun in search 
the “22 feet bank" reported to extend from the lizhtship to the eastward. the 
‘obstructing the fairway to the Canal, ‘The result proved the non-existence of such 
the leading mark in, viz., the Lake Light, scen midway between the red and greet 
‘of the lightships, carrying 28 feet to within the ‘breakwater. This duty completed 
Feported upon steps were taken to prosecute the survey of the harbour, with 
approaches. F 

"After somne little delay in obtaining the necessary permission to erect surveying 
slong the shore, the actual survey was bezun on August 1, nd carried on, with 
interruption from bad weather, until completed on September 5. 

"The soundings have been taken to the nearest hal-foot (as the state of the 
permitted), and reduced to the datum of 10 ft. 4 in. below the doorsill of the High 

use. 


“The bottom was almost invariably of dark. sand and mud, but a remarkable Dele 
hard white sand extends east and west of the breakwaters, in depths of 20, 21, and 2& 
whence the general muddy shoaling to seaward begins. 


* No. 213, No. 25, 


” WITH reference to the despatch from this Office No. 3, Commercial, of the 11 
Mth the general shoaling) to the northward. 


lar (ahout 110 feet), but durin 
et fom ihe = 


(quays in 1875 being now in the water. 
Up 


Woof a section from the lighthouse, through the 26 feet bank north-west of the 


M43, 


The soundings indicate a shallowing aver the whole area outside the breakwaters, of Stallowig exen- 
Ito 2 feet since Commander Wharton's survey of last year, and from 2 to 3 feet 
the survey of 1875, with an advance of the several banks. 
From the outer lightship bearing east south-east, distant 3 cables, is a bank of 23 feet. 
‘may have given rise to the “22 feet bank” reported, from the possibility of a ship 
‘et to the enstwand when stopped to take up the pilot, and having to port her helm 
remain the fairway, stricking shoal soundings in the meantime. 
‘At 3} cables north-west of the lightship is n 26-feet bank, which bas extended (equally 20 tok 
is, in fact, ppeats to be the change that Change iu the 


place, no material alteration having occurred in the depth since the survey of 1875, s0usnee of bank 
and a half ago. not bo dept, 
‘cast bank, 1} miles east by south from the lightship, maintains the same depth as ast task. 


Vat year, viz, 23 and 24 feet, but has advanced 3 cables to the north-cast in the last 


Months. 
‘The 12 and 14 feet banks of 1875, and the 10 feet banks of last year, bave now Hanks, 
ely 11 and 12 fect, the ground swell, due to the summer sca breezes, DeiNg yn (atthe lat 
t to prevent the formation of any sboaler heads than 10 feet, notwithstanding mud depth ty mad 
discharged in their vicinity day and night, ‘eponi.” 
Inside the west breakwater for its whole length the silt has been considerable; a dry Sand ba 
having now formed, which extends half a mile from the lighthouse; this is due to yest breakyster 
each from the westward having advanced to the open blocks of the breakwater, Advaneyo dy 
gh the interstices of which the sand brought along by the shore drift is now carried ; Probable cause of 
© the shore fine bas been met by a quay of solid masonry, its annual advance was sévasce, 
last ten months the beach has only extended Cewation of extn- 
the above cause. aa 
‘AtGh cables within the entrance of the Canal, a bank of bard sand was found the yoy she Cana, 
fest depth in section across being 24} feet ; this will give less than 24 fect when Depth acloven 
tothe level of lowest spring tides, which fall 8 inches lower than the datum used spring tides 
the reduction of the soundings. I was informed by the officers of the Company that Lowest pring (ol 
Stich apots exist in the Canal, but efforts were being made to dredge them away {jr ee 
the end of the yeur. ‘The shoal in ie tus frown Shea! spor ia 
banks, for in several places near, consi way bad oceurred. ‘The same Cana 
observed on the shores of the harbour ; buttresses that formed boundaries for the line Cauve of tallow: 
pon. cotnparing this survey with that of last yenr, it will be seen the 27 nnd 90 fect Comparinn of 
touts have alvanced about one-third of a mile; this is rather in oxcess of the usual srr 
‘Of progress, but an estimate may be approximately formed of the amount of silting that Ata 
place, by comparing sections of the several surveys mnde. ‘The accompanying tracing ¢ i 
itship scot 
given for three surveys, 1870, 1875, and 1877, This gives the average rate of deposit Average annual 
1 foot per year, and it is not localized fo particular spots, bat is broad in its character, aig a 
fing over the whole area comprising the approaches to Port Said. s 
Measurements were taken of the beach from fixed marks as und Saeed 
te 


Feet. 
West Pale «| oF 
Arab Poe cs on 
‘2.682 block zi a 
Fas Pole | a “} 308 
Obtako 19 


larly near the obelisk, the sea having their encroached 100 fect, and cut a cliff wx upon mater 
‘Wand 3 fect high) through the basby sand hillock shore. 

‘western shore has undergone but [ittle ch: 

tee last year, and the advance of the breakwater is only 9 feet; the reason, as before io western shore. 


' From this table, the rapid washing away of the eastern shore is apparent, more Encroachment of 


Atthe Amb pole it has receded Coston of chang 


|, is, the blocks being now reached, the sand is carried through them into the canal. ‘Cause of comation, 


"| The sea beach from the lighthouse westward, in front of the town, is being excavated Ssod excavations 
mite water's edge: this is for reclaiming the swamp separating the Arab town from frm po 


So we ‘also entertained that the enormous quantity of sand thus transported will give formation of banks 


quarter, and which has always been a source of malaria und. sickness. Henn ot Section 


to the rapidity with which the bank inside the breakwater now forms. At inside breskw 
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i oF t 
westerly gale Present the water line 1s not altered, and the shore drift is the same, but after a 


gale, the beach will in al it yb 
fale, the beach will in all probability be thrown back to the holes snd pits whish 


Extension of west 
Traits nav 
which the current 
eens Breakwater. Several 
reskwater. Subsidence of the blocks causing gnps through 
Eau bratraue The east breakwater is sil “settling downs” a bost being able we 
= eet are made to renew it, only a foundation for the ti 
breakater is Jarily eee for protection 5 AE, Dae i 
‘0 appreciable chai the depth ther sic 
bas taken place since Darereyac Wise cn ck ee ae 
w currents are the same as those alread art 
Cueva renee 
a obwered See Saye together the astern pee thd ol oeel 
ure - was at that distance from by 
see Sims age ln, og 
but nots clerydefnd.” Her Maj’ ship “Research,” when gol to and re 
My sxandria, ot i c sd 8 
sv ahr te wind ing lr oon ee toa 
Rate of err ‘The rate of the easterly current at the extremity of the west breakwater was one 


aking. many places 
Eiasly sue wry its oct 


No change in depth 
fo sides feast. 
breakwater 


Change of wind 
era features, 


Uoder-euree 


the confined breudth of the easterly stream, ange 
Area eee of share was wiieat to reek have etree oenee of inl 
ler-current from the extreme of the west ir 
cin apparent, rematlable cutting of fixe beng papell 
lightahip moored nearly in its track, has always deep water round i "a 
: Dredging operations are being actively carried on, d 
inmce permits. “In the month of August, 
A; chancel tia Aree tro ee tes 
l tous far as the ‘fret green lightship. The 
Brida, Rowton lai outide the outer lich, worhig on tithe Tae een 
: fit work may practically be considered as constant. 
Neoossiy of dredg- Another dredger was also it : 
ing nal nk not” block 2,083, the inner end o€ the wext breakers Tifa Tess Tar 


(Signed) 


ila waieerne JOHN MILLARD, Staff Commander, R.N: 


No. 291, 
Mr. Swanston to Mr. Lister -—(Received January 28,) 


Sir, 

. 7 Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, Ji 

ng hes Baten ae aoe Taree 

2 q ; ol r " 

ineloeares trom the Bei Binet ‘of the Suer Canal Cocteapmaponin t! ot 

taken to carry into effect the proposed Agreement with the Cor 

of fonnage measurement, and, in reply, to state that th ee 
eaten esr i, a \ey concur in the course his Lordstif. 

Proposes to tak in. one to make the terme of the Proposed Agreement known to thé 

Ihave, &e. 


(Signed) GEORGE J. SWANSTON- 


half knots per hour, being stronger than bad hitherto been observed, probably duel 


ited to8 7 


No. 22%. 
The British Suez Directore to the Earl of Derly.—(Received January 28.) 


Qo. 5. Commercial.) 
My Lord, 

IN reply to your Lordship's despatch No. 3 of the 23d instant, we have the honour 
to state, with reference to the letter of the 19th instant from the Secretary of the Peninsular 
‘and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, that we think this letter might be answered in 
the following manner. 

‘The Peninsular and Oriental Company insist on the falthful execution by the Canal 
Company of the engagesent entered into by the latter in the Convention of the 21st Feb- 
ruary, 1876, between M. de Lesseps and Colonel Stokes. 

TAt that time, as will be seen by the papers Inid before Parliament, whilst accepting 
the Constantinople Roles of Tonnage, M. de Lesseps submited a list of vessels which had 
received the Special Suez Certificate, but whose tonnage, owing to subsequent re-arrange- 
ment of their covered and closed-in spaces, was much in excess of that shown in their 
feertifcates, He observed that thus the Suez Canal Company was defrauded of the dues 
Which it bad a right to levy under its concession and under the Constantinople Rules. 

M. de Lesseps also submitted a farther lst of vessels, the tonmage of which, according 
bis view, was not correctly given in the Certificates issued by’ the Board of Trade. 
Thus it will be seen that, although M. de Lessops had signed the Convention of 
‘ist February, 1876, there were grounds for examination ws to whether his claim to verify 
the i the certificates was admissible, 

Her Majesty's Government, whilst determined to uphold the Constantinople Rules, 
and the decision of the Porte founded on them, was equally desirous to protect the Suez 
Canal Company from fraud, and ftomn the Toss which might result from an erroneous 
interpretation of the Rules. 

‘allegations brought forward by M. do Losseps were, therefore, submitted to a 
searching examination, from which it resulted that a considerable difference of opinion 
existed betweea Her Majesty's Government and the Canal Company as to the correct 
interpretation of the Constantinople Rules in regard to the exemption of certain spaces 
from the net tonnage liable to taxation, 

‘The dificult negotiations in which, the British Directors have beon uninternitingly 
‘engaged with M. de since last July in order to harmonize the views beld on cit 
ide, has at length been brought to a satisfactory conclusion, which will shortly be made 


public. 
sine" 5 stones, 
@ ©. RIVERS WILSON. 


London, January 28, 1878, 


No, 223. 
‘The Earl of Derby to the British Sues Directors.* 
jo. 4.) 


tlemen, Foreign Office, January 31, 1878. 
WITH reference to my despatch of this series (No. 24 of the 30th: June last), T 
transmit to you, for your information, a printed copy of Staff Commander Millard’s 
Report on the depth of water at the Port Said entrance of the Suez Canal:t 
Tam, &. 
(For the Earl of Derby), 
(Signed) —T, V. LISTER, 


No. 224, 
Mr. Lister, o Mr. Bethune, 


Sir, Foreign Office, Jenuary 31, 1878. 
1 AM directed by the Barl of Derby to acknowledge the receipt of your letter-of the 
19th instant, and, in reply, I am to state to you that the representations which have been 


A similar denpatch was addressed to 1 Toclonure i Ne 


[827] 
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made by the Suez Canal Company on the subject of covered and closed in spaces, have 
required further and careful consideration of the exact meaning of the Constantinople 
Roles, with respect to these spaces, and of the form of the Board of Trade Certificate. 

This matter has been receiving the attention of Her Majesty's Government, and Lord 
Derby truste that the British Directors have now arrived at a satis! settlement of the 
points which have been in discussion. The terms of this settlement will shortly be made 
public, and a further communication will then be made to you on the subject. — 

Tam, &. 


(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 


No, 225, 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Lister—(Received February 2.) 


Sir, Admiralty, February 1, 1878- 
IN reply to your letter dated 15th December last, I am commanded by the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit herewith copy of a report from Admiral 
Willoughby om the subject of providing accommodation on hoard the xteam-tenders 
“Hasty” and “ Prompt,” for the Suex Canal pilots, when attending Her Majesty's Lodiatt 
troop-ships on their jpsage through the Canal nd Tam to acquaat you, for the informe 
Mon of the Hatl of Derby; that orders will be given to make arrangement in accordan 
with the Inst paragraph of that report. 
Tam, &e. 
(igned) ROBERT HALL, 


Tnclosure in No, 225. 


Captain Willoughby to the Director of Transport Services. 


Sir, British Transport Office, Alexandria, January \9, 1878. 
IN reply to your lettor of the 20th ultimo, with its inclosures, 1 have the honour to 


1 
state that if would not be possible to erect a cabin on the upper deck of Her Majesty's 
steom-tenders Hasty” and Prompt," without seriously interfering with the working of 
these vessels, 

‘The only cabin accommodation below that could be made available, with the two 


engineers on board, would be the master's day cabin, which, as a special case, might be 
given over during the night for the sccommedation of the pilot. 
have, &e, 
(Signed) JAMES B. WILLOUGHBY, 
Principal Transport Officer, §¢- 


No, 226, 


The Earl of Derby to the British Suez Directors. 


(No. 6. Commercial.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, February 8, 1878. 


WITH reference to your despatch No. 35, Commercial, of the 4th December laa ® 


copy of which I caused to be forwanled to the Lords of the Admiralty, I transit to you 
herewith, for Your information, copies of» letter and of is inclosure, from ther Lordships 
Departinent,* relative to the question of providing accommodation for Sucz Canal pilots of 
board the senm-lenders "Hasty ” and Prompt” a 
Tam, &e. 
(For the Earl of Derby) 
(Signed) = T. V. LISTER. 
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No, 226.4, 


The British Suex Directors to the Barl of Derby.—(Received February 8.) 


(Xo, 6. | Commercial) 
iy Los London, February 7, 1878. 

WE tavethe honour fo report your Lordship that we attended the monthly meeting 
of the Suez Canal Couneit on the 5th instant. 

“The principal business was the consideration of the understanding with regard to the 
net tonnaze of vessels passing through the Canal, contained in our No. 2, Commercial, of 
the Sth ultimo, and the revision of its “ Réglement de Navigation.” 

"The Council accepted the arrangement made, and then proceeded to the examination 
of the revised regulation which the Comité de Dircetion had prepared. 

‘We had on the previous day gone carefully into. the different points of revision with 
the two Vice-Presidents of the Company who principally manage its affuirs, and we had 
called attention to certain points which, in the interests of the shipping frequenting the 
Canal, we thought might be improved. On these points reference has to be made to the 
Cownpany’s agents in Egypt ; a definitive enactment of the Regulation is therefore deferred 
till the ext meeting of the Council in March, 

‘The new Regulation cannot, therefore, be put ia foree till the 12th June, as it will 
ot te posible to poblih it and give the required thre months! notice, til the 15th 

he 
We thought it best to accept this delay, which is, in reality, only one of three weeks, 
as the publication could not in any caso have beon made before the 21st instant, rather 
than adopt the alternative of secing our amendments, if adopted, published as an 
addendum. 

‘We shall shortly be in jon of a copy of the revision yestenlay submitted to the 
Council, and we shal be able to report to your Lordship what we proposed. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) "J. STOKES. 
C, RIVERS WILSON, 


No. 226». 
‘The British Suez Directors to the Earl of Derby—(Received February 8.) 


Qe. 7. Commercial.) 
1y Lond, London, February 7, 1878. 

REFERRING to our No. 6, Commercial, of this date, we have the honour to 
communicate to your Lordship certain particulars of the revision concerning the 
Company's Tariff, which we can enter upon without waiting for the copy of the entire 
revised Code of Regulations. 

‘The Réglement of the 12th March, 1872, which is now being revised, contains the 
slause which gave rise to the long struggle now so nearly terminated, and which made 
ross tonnage the basis on which the tolls were lovied. By its revision the Company 
fidopts the net tonnage, and on our recommendation takes the very wording of the 
Serangement signed at Constantinople on the 13th December, 187, specifying the amount 

surtax, 

‘That arrangement provided for two rates of surtax, one of 4 fr. on vessels measured 
‘under one clause of the Merchant Shipping Act of 1854, for the diminution of which no 
Provision was made, the other, of 3 fr. the decrease and eventual disappearance of which 
‘Was carefully worked out. 

1s Colonel Stokes despatch No. 63 of the let Octaber, 1876, he pointe! out to your 

ip that the first of these rates was never intended to be other than transitory until 
Yessels should provide themselves with the new special certificates ; and he recommended 
that means should be used to compel all vessels to take out the certificates. 

‘The Board of Trade, in Mr. Farrer's letter of 28th December, 1876, to Lord 
Tenterden, this view, which was further stated to all the Powersin your Lordship’s 
Circular despatch of the 1st February, 1877. 

We have, therefore, advised the Company to adhere to the letter of the arrangement 
of 13th February, 1873, and to consider the 4 fr. surtax as fixed and unvarying for all 
¥esscls measured under paragraph (a) of Clause 23 of the Merchant Shipping Act of 
1854; and to apply the reductions of surtax only to the 3 fr. surtax as provided in the 





Ms 


said arrangement. The more the latter decreases, the greater will be the inducement to 
owners of vessels not hitherto provided with the Special Suez Certificate, to take 
one out, 

‘The Company did, on the 15th April last, reduce the 4 fr. surtax, as well as that of 
3 1n, by  fe., but they were not bound to do so either by the arrangement of 1873, or by 
‘the Convention of 21st February, 1876, which modified that arrangement. 

In the new “ Réglement” the 4 fr. surtax will again come into foree in the terms of 
the arrangement of 1873. 

We have the honour, however, to submit to your Lordship that it is desirable to: 
obtain an agreement among the Maritime Powers to suppress the two Articles of the 
arrangement which provide for the 4 fr. surtax. When those Articles were drawn up, the 
belief was general that in a few wonths at Intest an vwniversal tonnage law for all nations 
would be enacted, and that in duc course all vessels would have papers indicating their 
tonnage according to the Constantinople Rules. 

‘Those rules have not become law for oll the world, but they have become law for 
Turkey, and have, therefore, beconie the rules according to which the Suez Cuaal 
Company is entitled to levy its duos. 

very shipowner has benefited by the interposition of the Powers which compellet! 
the Company to give up le the gross tonnage. Every shipowner aught, 
therefore, in justice to take care that ip receives the certificate which shows the 
tonnage which the Company bas a right to levy upon. Such, however, is not the spirit 
in whioh shipowners regard their duties ; 2 great many of them have neglected to take out 
Uo ertfeas, wit others baving taken it out, willy sepprene 2 snd par the 4 fr. 
‘upon the old tonnage rather than the 2} fr. on the new tonnage, if by so doing they gail 
imu nivantage. "We cannot bat aoe tate ‘Company in thus deliberately seal 
ofits just duce and ia entitled to the protection of all the Powers In the arrangemest 
{ust conoluded with tho Company, they are to be allowed to measure all English vessele 
hot provided with n certificate; but as long as the owner can point to the un 
Articles allowing him the option of paying the 4 fr. surtax, the Company are of opiniow 
‘that they cannot refase to lot him pay on his old tonnage. 

If the Poers will agree to suppress the Articles 1 and 4 of the arrangement, and 
to allow the Company, as Her Majesty's Government has done for English vessels, t0 
measure all those vessels which do not produce a Special Suez Certificate, every sbij 
will be obliged to pay her dues on that tonnage which has been authoritatively pronoun 
to be that on which fer dues should be pad. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
C. RIVERS WILSON. 


No, 227. 
Mr. Bethune to Lord Tenterden.—(Received February 11.) 


Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Com 
Offices, 122, Leadenhall Street, BC, 
My Lond, February 8, 1878, 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Lister's letter of the lst 
January on the subject of the tonnage on which the Suez Canal dues are now cho 
stating that the matter has been receiving attention, sind that Lord Derby trusts thal 
‘the British Directors of the Canal Company have now arrived at a satisfactory 
of the points which have been in discussion, und that the teras of this settlement will 
shortly be made public. . 

Tn reply Tam instruéted to point out that the contention which the Directors have 
‘urged 0] our Lordship throughout this correspondence is that the agreement mad¢ 
Detween M. de Lesepa anc Colonel Sta, hich ban alee boom cared int fea 
far as it is to the advantage of the Canal Company, should be carried into effect in it 
Tetogitys ut if as the Directors inf from your letter under acknowledgment soe 
modification of this agreement is contemplated, they respectfully ask that before it is GnallY 
determined upon, they, as the parties most deeply interested, may have an opportunity 
Consideting the terms of the proposed modification. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "A. M, BETHUNE, Secretory: 
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No. 298, 


The Earl of Derby to the British Sues Directors, 


fo. 7.) 
Sc, Foreign Office, February 14, 1878. 


WITH reference to your despatch No. 5 of the 26th ultimo, I am directed by the 
Earl of Derby to transmit to you 3 further letter from the Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Navigation Company relative to tonnage measurement, ‘The recent correspondence i also 
inclosed for convenience of reference; and I am to request that you will give your 
opinion as to the terms in which the preseot letter should be answered.* 
Lam, &. 
(Signed) "DERBY, 


TT 


No, 229, 
Mr. Lister to Mr. Farrer, 


Sir, > 
= Foreign Office, February 16, 1878. 
P WITH reference to your letter of the 26th ieee aes irected ty BS Ta of 
Patty to transmit to you two despatches from the British Directors of the Suez Canal 
Campanyt relative to the question of effecting a. modification of the regulations affecting 
Company’ tars and 1 am to request that fa lasing these papers Uefore the Lords of 
= ae a rere to favour Lord Derby with such observations as 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 
Ss 
No, 230, 


The British Suex Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received February 20.) 
iP 9. Commercial) 
Lord, London, 18, 1878, 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch No. 7, 
Coomera ofthe 14h neat and to Hate ain our opinion, Te would nol be powilg 
ranpemeas etncuion of the yarous shipowners interetel the det of tern of 

Meare nly arived at an agreement after «Jong and tedious nego 
have very extreme of advantage for the shipowners 
that the Gn faking thee stand on tho very fete of the ‘Contantinople Rules would 
it, Te would be uses to atteint to conclude the arrangement ifthe Peninsular and 
Orient ipany, or any other body of shipowners, were to be invited to propose other 


We here: ee aes” recommend that they should be informed that 


__ We have, &e, 
Gigned) “J, STOKES, 
C. RIVERS WILSON, 
eS 


No. 231. 


‘The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Lister-—(Received February 923.) 


fe ‘ 
Admiralty, February 22, 1878. 
_ AM commanded by my Lords Commissi the Adi for tl 
{formation of Kart Desby, that the sum of 01 Geta bees Set Rees et 
Stren consequence of anchorage dues having ben charged on Her Mojesy’s ship 
‘on the bailders* measurement instead eae 
tothe Danube rule, as shown in the inclosed Memurandans, oH SMNHEE. 


‘The attention of the Commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean has been called to 


> Nor. 215, 204, and 227. 
e + No 2264 and 2968, 
[827] 2.9 
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the subject; and Tam to inquire whether the Earl of Derby will think fit to direct steps 
to be taken for recovering the overpayment as a eredit to naval funds, 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL 


Inclosure in No. 231, 


‘Stareaunr showing the Payments made on Builders’ Measurement for Anchorage Dues of 
Her Majesty's ship “ Rupert," and that which should have been paid according to 
Danube Rule, in accordance with Fleet Circular N, No. 26, and Printed Instructions 
dated Ist November, 1875 (Suez Canal), 


ne | Phe * 
August 1877, five days... 315, W0 = 12 10 


December 1877, ane day oi ato 


Mr, Lister to Mr, Bethune, 


5; - Foreign Office, Febrvary 25, 1878. 

1 HAVE laid boforo the Earl of Derby your letter of the Sth instant, relative to. the 
settlement of the matters revently under discussion between the Suce Canal Company 
‘and the British Dircetora. 

With refurence to the suggestion of the Directors of the Peninsular and Oriontal 
Steam Navigation Company, that they should be consulted in regard to any modification 
‘of the existing agreement with the Canal Company, I am directed by bis Lordship to 
point out that the arrangement which has now been arrived at, has been only effected 
er a long and difficult negotiation, in which the British Directors have obtais 

we of advantage for shipowners that the Company could possibly be indi 
and it does not therefore appear to Lond ‘Derby that any benefit to 
wrosts would arise from s discussion between the Canal Directors and any 
shipowners, with a view to modification of the terms now agreed upon. 
Tam, &e. 
T. V, LISTER. 


The British Suex Directors to the Earl of Derly.—(Received February 27.) 
(No. 10. Commercial.) 
Lord, London, February 1878. 
WEFERRING to out No.2, Commercial, of tho Sth ulti, al to te clones 
we haye the honour to report to your Lordship that a further consideration of the 
Memorandum then forwarded made us a little doubtful of the meaning which might 
Yonalbly beattibuted to the following :—"Et en général vérifier si tous 
spaces qui doivent &tre compri tonnage sont portés sur le certificat et 
sont on mont détermints:” ee 
‘our last on the 5th of this month, we called upon the Acting 
President of the i'M Ohaslos do Lewupe, to, slate kis viow ‘of the mansing 
which the Company attached to this paragraph, especially to the last four words 
‘His explanations appeared to us unsatisfactory, as we inferred from them that the 


8f the Company, except in cases where these agents have good grounds 
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‘Company ‘would claim, under those words, the right to measure at any time any of the 

‘in spaces of a ship, a right which we had throughout contested. M. Charles de 

‘promised that yery precise instructions should be given to their officers not 

to mike the verification, thus understood, vexatious to vessels, and undertook to 
submit these instructions for our approval. 

Nevertheless we did not feel satisfied that our intentions in admitting this parn~ 

gh were sltcintly realiand, of Bol sh ships protected from possible annoyance 
Fy ine worting of instructions which might at some future day be revoked, whilst the 
Agreement would remain in its present shape. 

‘We therefore addressed to the Acting President the inclosed letter on the 6th instant. 
We have the honour to inclose his reply of the 16th, which we think fully establishes 

the verification accorded cannot exceed the limits which we define in our letter, 
4nd which we emphasize in our further letter of the 20th. . 

‘The definition of the power of verification to be exercised is thus clearly estab- 
lished and placed upon reconi, and may be stated as follows :—The verification of 
‘the tonnage borne on the special certificates is to be made solely with a view to 
defend the Company against possible abuses, and shall not tend to throw doubt on 

measurements fected by the oficial surveyors. 

‘That consequently this verification cannot lead to the determination of the 
dimensions of the different spaces deducted from the gross tonnage oe the agents 

jor supposing 
Mhat these spaces have been changed or their appropriation modified afler the 
of the certitieate. 
We have, &. 


(Signed) "J. STOKES. 
©. RIVERS WILSON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 283, 
‘The British Sues Directors fo M. de Lesneps, 


M. le Président, Londres, le 6 Féorier, 1878. 

LA discussion dans Je Conseil hier a pris une direction qui nous était tout-A-fait 
sattendac, et qui nous oblige A constater par Gerit les faits Ts quils se présentont & 

souvenir ayant rapport aux négocintions des derniors sept mois, ainsi que notre 
Manidre de voir sur la portée de notro second. 

‘Nous avons invariablement soutonu que a Compagnie ne pourrait pas mesurer les 
Witiments munis d'un certificat spécial db tonnage ot que lea papiers font foi. Les 
Vico-Présidents qui ont conduit les négociations de Ja part de la Compagnie ont 
Soutenu que ses oficiers sur lo Canal devraient avoir un droit de vérifcation en vue des 
Streurs déjh commises dans le calcul des certificate. Nous avons indiqué que la 
Porat de ces erreurs reposaiont sur une différence d'interprétation de certains es| 

fous avons déclaré que si notre interprétation était acceptée, nous étions autorisés & 
‘Mmettro une vérification qui était clairement définie dans notre note du 6 Aodt, 1877. 
Laccord sur ces espaces était longuement disputé, mais enfin nous sommes tombé 
accord sur un termin pratique, savoir, exemption des espaces avec limitation de leur 
Rombre ainsi que leur étendue. 

Cot accord était incorporé dans une note et soumis A notre Gouvernement, qui 
ae aeerosrs. ‘ainsi que nous vous avons informé par notre lettre du 22 Décombre, 


‘Lors de notre visite & Paris, le 7 Janvier, il était convenu entre nous que l'accord 

i heureusement établi serait consigné dans un Memorandum qui serait soumis an 

il. Ce Memorandum devrait étro une traduction des hes principaux de 
Rotre note du 6 Aofit, 1877, Audernier moment avant le Conseil du 8 Janvier, co. 
Memorandum était mis sous nos yeux comme un résumé fidele de notre propre note : 
‘Tous avons remarqué un paragraphe additionnol inséné aprés Ia premiere clause de notre 
Rote. Nous ne pourrions pas su] jue ce naa cit pour but de conférer & 
la Compagnie le mesurage oniae foquel Gouvernement Anglais avait protesté depuis 
a un mestimge qui devait contriler Ie mesurage officiel de ses agents. 
Notre accord avait fixé certaines limites des espaces ot avait preserit quills seraient 
Minuticusement ct visiblement indiqués. Nous n'avons done dans l'examen asses 
fourt du Memorandum qui nous était possible le $ Janvier, hésité & nccepter le 
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phe qui nous paraissait compléter Vaccord suquel nous étions arrivés, e@ | 


pa 
donnant aux officiers de la Compagnie le droit de vérifier si les espaces étaient exacte: 
ment déterminés dans le sens de notre entente. 
Un examen plus attentif de ce paragraphe dans les jours avant notre retour & 
Paris ce mois ei, nous a révelé qu'une autre signification pourrait étre donnée A of 
~ Dans la conversation qui avait lien entre nous et MM. les Vice Président’ 
de Lundi ee 5, nous avons fait allusion ce paragraphe, et 1s 
Tomarque nous a été faite que sous le bénéfice decette rédaction Ia Compagnie i 
mesurer les espaces qui n‘auraient pas été compris dans les certificats spéciaux. Cetté 
explication nous a tranquillisés, mais puisque nous désirions Vavoir officiellement, nous 
Yous avons invité i la faire inscrire sur le procés-verbal du Conseil. 
Nous étions fort étonnés d'entendre I'interprétation que vous avez alors donnée’ 
ce paragraphe, et plus encore de votre observation gue nous voulions nous reli 
aun a ent que nous avions pris. Kéclarons formellement que not 
n'avons jamais attrihué A co pho Ia signification que vous Iui aves. donnée hiem 
une ielle attribution edt été contraire & nos instructions, ct & toute la tencur dé 
notre lan: ndant ees négociations, interpritation ne se trouve pas nol 
piss dans Taecord ably entre nous, das ls premicrs jours de Décembre, qui a. 
approbation de notre Gouvernement comme nous vous Vavons fait savoir Je 
22 Décombro. 
Nous ne snurions admettro que objection que nous avons faite A une certain 
interprétation do mots ambigus ajouts apris notre accor, et acceptés par nous de 


bonne foi comme sa suite, soit une retmite d'un engagement pris, et vous autorised | 


‘Yous rotirer également dos stipulations essenticlles clairement énoneées contenant das 
chiffres qui étaiont soigneusement calculis et dbattus avec yous. Nous devons vous 
Beer par conséquent de vouloir bien faire ajouter cette rectification au prochs-verbal 
iu prochain Conseil, 

La vérifleation que seule nous pouvons admettre et que nous avons toujours 
entondu aeconler & Ia Compagnie, c'est Ia vérification des abus qui ont pu étro 
et non cello de Texnctitude des agents du Gouvernement. Si un employé de ta Cote 

rnio constate que les espaces no sont pas affectés aux appropriations’ indiquées paE | 
les inscriptions apposées par ordre du Heard of Td, ils peuvent agit suivent 
Memormur ‘3 ez aa 

Si cot employ¢ a bonne raison de croire qu'un espace ja Je Board of 
ait été changé apris eo jaugenge, ou wil eonstate quran mena ajouté au tonnage 
brat qui ne figure pas dans lo certificat, dans ces deux cas il serait autorisé A mesure 
ees expaces soupgonnés ou découverts, mais il n'aura pas le droit de remesurer UB 
‘espace pour vérilier exactitude du mesurage fait par les officiors du Gouvernement 

ctitude que nous ne pouvons pas mettre en doute. 

Veuilles, &o. 
(Signs) "J, STOKES. 
©. RIVERS WILSON. 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 233. 
M, de Lesseps to the British Suez Directors. 


Mossicurs, Paris, le 16 Féerier, 1878 

LA Inte que vous m‘aves fat "honneur de m’sdresser le 6 do eo mics tne ut 
AGoessitar de ma part quelques explications sur la discussion qui sest produit 
Manca du Conse dAdiaabwenuin? a 

Depuis 'époque od elle avait appliqué Je tarif par elle en 1872, la Com 

nio avait envisage les papiers do bord comme un simple renseignement, et avait ¢2 

fait procédé, toutes les fois qu’elle avait cru utile, su mesurage total des navires. 50 
Février 1870, & In suite de l'entente qui stat Glablie entre le Représentant di 
Gouvernement Britannique et lo Président de Ia Compagnie, ce total fat 
abandonné, les papiers de bord servirent désormais de base A la perception 
hos agents so bornarent &s‘assurvr s'il n'existait pas 


taxes, et 
sur le navire des espaces soumis a 
Paiement des droits dont le certificat ne ferait pas mention, C'est ainsi que nol 
‘avons cu occasion d’augmenter le tonnage porté sur les certificats d'espaces tels que 


ceux destinés aux approvisionnements, & la chambre des lampes, & la boucheric, 83 
doulangerie, au four, au fumoir, aux salons, &c., qui manifestement doivent és? 
compris dans le tonnage net, et qui pourtant n'y figurent pas toujours. 
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En définitive la Compagnie n'émet qu’ane seule prétention: c'est que le tor 
sur lequel elle pergoit sa taxe soit conforme aux rigles de jaugeaze preserites par 
Commission de Constantinople, regles qu'elle a acceptées sans arridre pensée et dont 
elle demande application dans toute leur rigueur tant vis-A-vis d’elle-méme que 
Vis-i-vis des clients du Canal. : 

Cette prétention nous avons été souvent & méme de la sigualer dans les négoci 
tions que nous avons en dernier lieu suiviesavec vous; et en acceptaut une transaction 
dans laquelle Ia Compagnie convédait un certain nombre de points, nous setions 
sesurs de jouir Tune perception telle qu'elle dot résulter do Vexacte application des 
igles de Constantinople. F 

Je m’empresse de reconnaltre, Messicurs, le loyal concours que vous vous montre 
disposé & nous préter en toute occasion en vue de garantir notre société contre toute 

provenant d'une fausse application des principes qui doivent servir & déterminer 
E des nayires; aussi, suis;je convainen que tout malentendu sur ces questions, 
¥'l s'en produisait entre nous, serait facilement dissipé, 

Le risultat de notre dernidre négociation devait @tre communiqué au Conseil 
Administration dans sa séance du 8 Janvier; Ia veille, le 7 Janvier, vous nous avex 
exprimé le désir de voir formulés dans un Memorandum tous les points se rapportant 
A notre accord. A ce propos il a été remarqué que la uote présentée par vous at 
out de Ia négociation et intitulée “Points de Discussion, &.,” prévoyait une 
éventualité de vérification par nos agents uniquement dans Ihypothise od des espaces 
Ron compris dans le mesurage brut ou alloués comme déductions pour Vinstallation de 
Vquipage ou pour les machines, chauditres et soutes serviraicnt A transporter du 

ment ou kad or m 
1 fut dit par les représentants de In Compagnie que d'autres abus pouvaiont. s¢ 
Produire qui nécessiteraient une vérification par nos agents; parmi ees abus wn des 
lus frappants est celui qui consiste dans des modifications apportéos & 'aménagement 
fun navire aprés Ia délivrance du certificat, ‘ 

Crest dans ce but que le 7 Janvier il vous fut proposs d'insérer, apres Ia premidro 
clause de votre note du 6 Avdt, 1877, le paragraphe suivant :— 

(Les autorités du Canal pourront. . . . .. ‘ 

“ Bt en général vérifier si tous les espaces qui doivent étre compris dans le tonnage 
tont portés sur le certificat et y sont exactement déterminés.’ 

Nidaction fut priparée en votre présence le 7 Janvier ; elle vous fut soumise 
ayant d'tre dounée & fx copie; et lo 8 Janvier, le Conseil entendit la leetuno dt 
ndum ainsi prépars é 

Le méme jour, 8 Janvier, copie du Memorandum Iu au Conseil yous a été 
officiellement adressé et aucune communication ne fut plus éehangée entre nous sur 
es termes de ce Memorandum. 

Les choses en étaient I lorsque, dans la séanee da Conseil du 5 de ce mois, des 
Spinions diverses ont été produites & propos de Vin tion A donner au parageaphe 
du texte du Memorandum concernant le droit de vérification, 

Vous rappelez par votre lettre du 6 Février que dans l'apros-midi du Lundi, 4, les 
Vice-Présidents de notre Conseil yous ont fait sur ce paragraphe des déolarations satis- 

isantes, mais que le sens yous en aurait part modifige dans de nouvelles explications 
Gchangées & In séance du Conseil du 5. 

Ce défaut présumé de eanconlance entre les déclarations faites par les repnisen- 
tants de In Compagnie le 4 Février, et celles faites le 5, ne peut m'dtze expliqué que 
Par cette circonstance que vous auriex attribué A nos paroles une signification autre 
gue nous entendions leur donner j il est de mon devoir d’affirmer que nous n'avons 

is revendiqué In faculté de procéder & des verifications qui tendraiont & mettre en 

Je mesurage opéré par lee jaugvurs oficiels, et que nous ne songeans qu'h nous 

wunir contre des abus possibles du genre de ceux auxquels vous vous réléres ia 

de votre lettre du 6 Février, abus qui auraient les plus graves conséquences finan- 
‘sidres pour notre entreprise. ; 5 su 

Suivant le désir que vous m'exprimez, votre demiére communication sera présentée 
80 Conseil dans sa séance du mois de Mars, et je me plais A penser que nous 
‘Sonstaterons notre entier accord sur ls question qui nous occupe. 

‘Veuillez, &e. 
(Signé) CH. A. DE LESSEPS. 
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Tnclosure 3 in No. 233. 
‘The British Suez Directors to M. de Lesseps. 


M. le Président, Loniires, le 20 Féerier, 1878. 

NOUS avons honneur d'sccuser réception de votre lettre du 16 courant, et de 
vous y répondre que nous sommes heureux de constater que nous les 
mémes vues sur les points essentiels, A savoir que tout navire Anglais doit payer: 
fea droits de transit par le Canal de Suez sur le tonnage net risultant de Vexncte: 
application des régles de Constantinople—entendues et interprétées suivant l'accord 
que nous avons établi dans nos récentes négociations. 

Que Ia vérification du tonnage porté sur les certifieats spéciaux doit se faire 
uniquement dans le but de prémunir 1a Compagnie contre des abus possibles, et ne 
devra pas tendro A mettre en doute le mesurage opéré par les jangeurs olliciels. 

‘Et que par conséquent cette vérification ne peut pas conduire a la détermination 
dos dimunsions de différents espaces déduits du tonnage brut par les agents de Is 
Compagnie, snuf dans Io cas ot ces agents ont des motifs bien fondés pour su 

uo es ospaces ont été changes ob leur appropriation modifide apris Ia délivrance 
fu certificat. 

Cos points ewenticls admis, et en vous remerciant de exposé de votre souvonit 
des circonstances de notre négociation, nous ne croyons pas utile de prolonger Is 
aiseusson sur Torro des fits en co qui conceme Te yarigrapbe dy Memorandum qui 
constate notre entent, sanf vous dire que nous eroyons notre risit exact, mals que 
nous ne désirons pas ire absolus sur un détail ob chacun peut se tromper. 

Veuilles, £e. 
(Signs) JOHN STOKES. 
C. RIVERS WILSON. 


No, 234. 
‘The Earl of Derby to the British Suez Directors. 


No, 8. Commercial.) 
Foreign Office, February 27, 1878. 
L TRANSMIT to you herewith, for such observations as you may have to 
thereupon, two letters from the Board of Admiralty,* relative to alleged over 
the part of the Suet Canal Company upon Her Majesty's ships * Hotspur” and 
“ Rupert,” on account of anchorage dues. 


(For the Earl of Derby 
(Signed) mn 


No. 235, 
Mr. Bethune to Lord Tenterden.—(Received March 2.) 


Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Companys 
Offices, 122, Leadenhall Street, Landon, B.C, 
My Lord, ‘March 1, 1878. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Lister’s letter of 25th 
February in reply to mine of 8th idem, in which it was requested that before auy modifi> 
cation ofthe agreement made between M. de Lesseps and Colonel Stokes in Febraayy 
1876, was agreed to, this company, aa the ship-owner most largely interested in 

sestion, might be allowed an opportunity of considering the terms of the proposed modi- 
ion. 

"The Directors observe from your letter under acknowledgment that it does not appest 
to “Lord Derby that any benefit to shipping interests, would, aise. from 
between any body of ship-owners and the Canal Directors with a view to a modification of 

agreed Uj ‘and they infer from this that a modification of the agree 
teat named above his been actually made, without, 20 far as they are aware, any oppot 


© Now. 197 and 291, 
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tunity being afforded to the steam-ship owners of this country of expressing their opinion 
on the matter. 
___ The Dircetors cannot bat feel great disappointment at the receipt of this communica 
tion, but they would respectfully ask-that they may be furnished, as soon as possible, 
the terms of the new agreement, and the date when it comes into operation. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. M. BETHUNE, Secretary. 


————— ee 


No, 236. 
Mr. Trevor to Mr. Lister.—(Received March 4.) 


‘Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, March 2, 1878. 
1AM directed by the Board of Trade to transmit herewith copy of u letter and its 

Ynelosure which have been received from Messrs, Rathbone, respecting an engagement 

Which they state is exacted from the masters of their steamers as a condition for the 

Méamers being allowed to pass through the Suez Canal after sunset; and Lam to request 
in laying these documents before the Earl of Derby, you will suggest, for his con- 

Aideration, the propriety of causing them to be submitted tors of the 
‘Canal Company for their observations. 


Inclosure | in No. 236. 
Messrs. Rathbone to Mr, Farrer. 


Sir, Liverpool, February 27, 1878. 

WE bog leave to inclose, for your information, an engagement which is exacted from 
ur captains ns a condition of their steamers being allowed to pass through the Suez Canal 
Wer sunset. 

‘We bring the engagement before you because, considering the interest which this 
sountry hus in the management of the Canal, not only as very large sharcholders in it, 
Dut also by remon of the number of steamers under the British fag which pass throw 
it, we think that the engagement might form » proper subject of reprosent to the 
Authorities entrusted with the management of the Canal by the Board of Trade. 

‘Our objection to it is of course, firs, the selfish one, thot it involves us in a very 
Wide and heavy responsibility for what might ocour in connection with the of one 
‘of our steamers through the Canal when she was under compulsory pilotage, and therefore 
ot wholly undor the control of our own officers. 

Bat it seems to vs there are much wider grounds on which a representation might be 
Mirrased to the Canal authorities, 

‘Our contention is that while on one hand it is in the interest of the Canal Company 
to give every facility which can safely be granted for the rapid of the traffic 
through the Canal, itis, on the other hand, their duty to the general public to take care 
that no individual is allowed to jeopardise, for his own purpons, the free trafic of the 

‘or the safety of other vessels passing through it. 

If, therefore, the of the Suez Canal after sunset really involves extra and 
Serious risk of accidents, which might either temporarily block up the Canal or injure 
Other vessels passing through it, the practice ought not to be allowed under any circum 
Mances, while, if there be no such risk attending the under proper precautions, 

‘can be no ground for exacting a guarantee from captains, the scope of which it is 
‘ery difficult for a ship-owner to estimate, and which is, to say the least, very onerous, 

From the best iafurmation we are able to obtain it appears that on moonlight nights 

ia no extra risk of accidents from vessels passing through the Canal after sunset, 
While on dark nights no prudent pilot or sata would think of leaving his moorings. 

What, therefore, we would respectfully venture to snggest, is that the Board of 


‘Trade should urge upon the authorities of the Suce Canal to allow vessels to pass through 
it after sunset, subject to conditions which shall guan! against the movement of vessels 
‘hen there is not sufficient light to enable them to navigate it with reasonable safety? 
‘We are, &e. 
RATHBONE BROS. axp Co. 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 236. 


Engagement. 


I BEG the Canal authorities to allow my ship, the , to pursue her 
course after sunset to , taking on me the entire responsibility for all accidents 
that may result from my movements not only in what concerns my ship, but also to other 
‘vessel or vessels in transit, as well os to the floating and working stock or constructions of 
the Suez Canal Company that may happen to be on my way. I assume, moreover, thé 
entire respousibility for all losses of time that may be incurred by otber vessels on transit 
through any grounding of my vessel, 


_—————— ee eee 
No, 237, 
‘The Earl of Derby to the British Sues Directors. 


(No. 9. Commercial.) 
entlemen, Foreign Office, March 6, 1878. 
UPON the receipt of your despatch No. 9, Commercial, of the 18th ultimo, I ca 
its contents to be communicated to the Directors of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Navigation Company, and I now transmit to you, for your information, a copy of a lettet 
from tho Secretary to that Company,* expressing their disappointment at not being coo" 
sulted with regard to the terms of the new azreement between yourselves and M. dé 
Lesseps concerning the Suez Canal dues, and expressing a desire to be informed of the 

nature of those terms und the date when the agreement comes into foree. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) DERBY. 


No, 233, 
Mr. Lister to Mr. Farerer, 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 6, 1878. 

WITH roference to your letter of the 26th January, I am directed by the 
Earl of Derby to transmit to you, to be laid before the Lords of Trade, a copy of & 
Circular despatch which his Lordship proposes to address to Her Majesty’ 
tives in maritime countrics on the question of tonnage measurement in connection with 
the navigation of the Suez Canal. 1 also inclose a copy of a Memorandum respecting 
the negotiations which have taken place between the British Directors and the Sue 
‘Company on the subject, which is to accompany this Circolar despatch, together with 
copy of a furthor despatch and its inelosures from the British Directors, ziving an accowat 
‘of their latest communications with the Company in the matter, which papers it i 
proposed to annex to the Memorandum, 

Tam to request that you will state to the Lords of Trade that Lord Derby will be 
glad to receive any observations which they may have to offer_on any of the inc 
Papers; and their opinion as to any further instructions to the British Directors in the 
matter, 

ke. 


Tam, 

(Signed) TV. LISTER: 
—=$AAAAha 
No, 239. 

‘The Berl of Derby to the British Suez Directors. 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, March 7, 1878. 
LTRANSMIT to you herewith, for such observations as you may have to offer there 
‘upon, a letter, with its inclosures, from the Board of Trade,+ relative to a complaint on the 


* No. 235, + Ne, 226, 
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of Messts. Rathbone, of Liverpool, respecting certain conditions alleged to be exacted 
the masters of steamers when pasting through the Suez Canal after snset 
am, &e. 
(For the Earl of Derby), 
(Signed) TT. V, LISTER. 


No, 240. 


Mr. Groy to Mr. Lister-—(Received March 9.) 


Sr, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, March 8, 1878. 

1 AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your lc of the 
A6th ultimo, transmitting, by direction of the Earl of Derby, two despatches from the 
British Directors of the Suez Canal Company, relative to the question of effecting a modifi- 
‘sation of the regulations affecting the Company's tariff, and, in reply, to state, for the 
informati is ip, that they concur with the suggestions of Colonel Stokes and 


Thave, &. 
(Signed) THOMAS GRAY. 


No, 241, 
Mr. Swanston to Mr. Lister.—(Received March 12.) 
Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, March 11, 1878. 
1 AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 


Sth instant, transmitting by direction of the Earl of Derby a copy of a circular despatch 
Which his Lordship proposes to address to Her Majesty’s Re itatives in maritime 


Countries, on the question of tonnage measurement in connection with the navigation of 
the Suez Canal, oes with a copy of a Memorandum a the negotiations which 


have taken place between the British Directors and the Suez Canal Company on this 

and a further despatch and its inclosures, from the British Directors, containing 
a account of their latest communications with the Company in the matter, ad, in reply, 
Tam to express this Board's approval of tbo course its proposed to take, and to inek 
A copy of the new form of certificate which has been framed with the concurrence of Sir 
Yoha Btokes. 

Thave, &e. 

(Signed) "GEORGE J. SWANSTON. 
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Inclosure in No, 241. 
Suxz Caxat.—Special Tonnage Certificate. 
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No. 242. 
‘The British Suez Directors to the Earl of Derby—(Received March 15.) 


(8011, Commercial.) 
Lond, : ss NocBot the oyun crits March 12, 1878. 
IN reply to your Lordship's despatch No. 8 of the 27th ultimo, calling upon us to 
offer to ree Londsiip observations upon the two Admiralty letters herewith returned, we 
have the honour to report to your Lordship that we requested the Suez Canal Company in 
wuary last to give us explanations on the case of Her Majesty's ship “ Hotspur,” which 
formed the subject of the Admiralty letter of the 13th December, 1877, and we have 
teceived from the Company the inclosed letter, from which it appears that the captain of 
the“ Hotspur” did not produce any papers, but simply a declaration of her tonnage, on 
‘which the Canal authorities levied the berthing dues. If this officer did not present. the 
Special Suez Certificate of the “ Hotspur,” but, as appears from his declaration and the 
Admiralty letter, gave her tonnage under the old builder's measurement, the, Admiralty 
‘an, we think, hardly now claim the refund of the difference. 
| Under these circumstances, we have not raised the question of the dues paid by Her 
y's ship “ Rupert,” brought under your Lordship’s notice by the Admiralty letter of 
ted uke, as we think it probable that her Special Suez Certificate has not been 


Wo observe shat in neither of the Admiralty lettors is any refereone trade tothe 
‘ptains of the two ships in question having taken exception to dues levied. le 
therefore think it able that the Seer ‘has only been noted in London ; 
‘and we have the honour to point out that, under the apy oad rales of th ‘Company, 

for reimbursement of dacs can only be validly within one month from the 
fate of payment. 


signed SstoKES 
Genet) G, RIVERS WILSON. 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 242. 


M, de Rowville to M. de Lesseps. 
ident, Temailia, le 22 Féorier, 1878. 
EN réponse a votre lettre en date du 8 Février courant, j'ai I'honneur de porter A 
‘Yotre connaissance que le steamer * Hotspur,” du Gouversiement Anglais, n'a produit aucun 
Pépicr, mais simplement une déclaration, dont copie ci-jointe. 
‘Crest sur le chiffte porté sur cette déclaration du Commandant J. Morton Jones que 
ous avons perpu le droit de stationnement. 
Veuillez, &e. 


‘Le Chef da Service du Transit et de ta Navigation, 
(Sign): DE ROUVILLE. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 242. 
Suez Martine Canal Universal Company. 
Pilotage. 

‘SHIPS name—Her Majesty's ship “Hotspur.” 
Tounage—1,20°96. Sere 
Captain's name.—J. Morton Jones. 
Consignce—British man-ofewar. 
Coming from.—Suda Bay. 
Going to.—Not known. 
Number of passengers—Nil. 
Quantity and natare of cargo.—Nil. 


Port Said, le 16 Mai, 187. 
(Signé) J. MORTON JONES, Captain. 


Pour cope conforms 
‘Agent Principal, 
(Signe) Saint, 


Pour copie conforme: 
‘Le Chef du Service du Transit et de ln Navigation, 
: (Signe) Dr Rouvatze. 
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No. 243, 
‘The British Suez Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received March 15.) 


(No. 12. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, March 12, 1878. 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordships despatch No. 9, 
Commercial, of the 6th instant, forwarding, for our information, a copy of a letter from 
the Secretary to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, in which the 
Directors of the Company express disappointment at not having beea consulted with 
rogard to the terms of the new agreement between Her Majesty's Government and the 
Suez Canal Company. We cannot modify our opinion that any agreement with the 
Company would have been impossible if we had not been allowed the liberty of action 
given to us by your Lordship, and we believe that ship-owners ought to be satisfied with 
the arrangemerits made, 
‘The Council of Administration bas, in its sitting of to-day, adopted the revised 
“ Roglement de Navigation,” which will give effect not only to the new agreement, but £0 
all that has been done at Constantinople in 1873-74 and at Cairo in 1876, 
his * Raglement” will be published in a few days, and will come into force on the 
{st Jaly next; but we think that it is desirable to communicate at once to the Peninsulat 
aod Onental Company the text of our agreement with the Suez Canal Company, whict 
will, however, be found incorporated in the new “ Raglement.” 
fe have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘STOKES. 
RIVERS WILSON. 


No. 244. 
‘The British Suex Directors to the Earl of Derby.—{Received March 16.) 


(No. 13, Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, March 12, 1878. 

WE have carefully examined the complaint of Messrs. Rathbone, of Liverpool, 
forwarded to your by the Board of rade in their letter of the 2nd instant, ad 
referred to us by your Loreship's despatch No, 10 of the 7th instant 

‘The subject of which it treats, namely, the rules under which vessels can navigate the 
Sues Canal nt night, had already received our atteation during the discussion in the 
beginning of February on the new “ réglement de navigation.” — 

‘Wo have again taken occasion to confer with the Vice-Presidents of the Company 08 
this subject, and to bring under their notice the observations of the Mesars. Rathbone. 

‘Wo pointed out to them the excessive nature of the guarantee exacted from the 
captains of vessels wishing to continue their voyage at night, and the possible evil thet, 
might result to public interests in general from allowing to individuals the advantage 
thus gaining a few hours at night. i 

‘The Vice-Presidents replied that the Company have required the guarantee to whic 


exception is taken as much in the interests of shipowners themselves as of the world i 
general, and the Company in particular. 

‘They have hoped, by making the guarantee so beavy, tovdeter unskilful captains and 
‘easels which do not steer well, and are therefore likely to get into trouble, from under 
taking the night voyages mhic, even on moonlight nights, are not without risk, though tht 


Company do all that lies in their power to diminish that risk. 

‘At the same time the Vice-Presidents point out a fallacy which lies in the first 
objection raised by Messrs. Rathbone, namely, that they incur a liability for their ves 
‘when she is under compulsory pilotoge, and therefore not wholly under the control of theit 
own officers. ‘They point out that although every vessel must take a pilot, and ber captail 
must follow the indications given by the pilot allotted to him, the vessel remains undef 
the captain's command, who is ible for the handling of her. 

‘We are bound to say that we do not think that the navigation by night should be 
encouraged, no captain is obliged to ineur the risk ; if he does so, there seems to be 00 
reaton why he should not be called upon to assume all the liabilities which he may 
possibly incur. Sbipowners have the remedy in their own bands: they can order theit 
‘captains not to give the guarantee or quit their moorings. 

‘The Company have a yery good argument in favour of not altering the present rule, 
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and that is, that it has worked very well for the last six years, during which time thet 
ave been neither accidents by night nor complaints of the rules under which the navi- 
Sation by night has been permitted, except this recent objection to the form of guarantee 
iven by the captains. 
° ate have, fe, 
i . STOKES. 
C. RIVERS WILSON, 


No, 245, 
The Earl of Derby to the British Suez Directors. 


Re. 11, Commercial.) 
tlemen, Foreign Office, March 15, 1878, 

TAM directed by the Earl of Derby to, acknowledge the receipt of your despa 
‘Nos. 6 and 7 of the 7th ultimo, and to acquaint you that his Lordship has bad them 
‘under bis consideration in communication with the Board of Trade. 

Tam now to inform you that as soon as the further report, mentioned in the former 
of these despatches, namely, the revised Regulation, in the form in which it is adopted by 
the Council of the Suez Canal Company, and your announcement of its adoption, has been 
Feceived, Lord Derby will be prepared to address an instruction, as suggested hy you, to 
‘Her Majesty's Representatives abroad on the subject of the surtax on vessels passing 
through the Canal. 

am to add that when this farther report 44 recciradie, iroula aati to tho 
Arrangement respecting tonnage measurement which you have just concluded with the 
Su wil also bo sent to Hor Majesty's Reproveatalives. 

‘am at the same time to observe to 08, that a8 these arrangements ate of much 
importance to British shipping interests, Lord Derby thinks that the correspondence on 
these matters should be presented to Parliament, and the terms of the new form of 
fertificate be made known to the parties interested ax soon as possible, Tam to ask for 
‘ny observatious which you may have to offer on these points. 

Tam, &. 


(Signed) DERBY. 


No. 246. 
‘The British Suez Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received March 16.) 


(No, 14. Commercial.) 
‘Lord, London, March 16, 1878. 
WE have the honour to roport to your Lordship that wo attended the meeting of the 
Council of the Suez Canal Company on the 12th instant, 
‘The diiculty reported in our No. 10 of the 26th ultimo, has been entirely removed 
by the exchange of letters inclosed in that despatch. 
‘The instructions given to the agent are formed of extracts from that correspondence, 
And are emphasised by an extract from the decision of the Couneil enjoining on the Chef 
& ae et de la ae in ant to depart from the-precise interpretation given 
correspondence to sentence of the agreement which defines the extent and power 
of verification of the tonnage certificates. 
‘We have the honour to inclose a copy of these instructions, and to be, &c, 
(Signed) J, STOKES. 
C. RIVERS WILSON. 


Tnclosure in No. 246, 
M. de Lesseps to M. de, Rowville. 


Monsicur, Le 12 Mars, 1878. 
IE vous ai transmis, par ma Jettre No, 764 du 11 Janvier, 1878, un memorandum, 
©u note jointe A Ia lettre éerite le 8 Janvier, 1878,4 MBL, le Colonel Sir John Stokes, 
ECB, Rivers Wilson, O.B,, ot Edw. J. Standen.” 
(827) 2T 
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Cette note, approuvée par le Conseil d’Administration dans sa séance du 5 Février, 
1878, résume un accord définitif interven entre les Représentants du Gouvernement 
de 86 Majesté Britannique ot la Compagnie du Canal de Sues. 

En exécution de eet accord, le Conseil a été saisi statutairement, dans sa séance du 
5 Février, du texte d'un nouveau riglement de navigation & publier, conforme & accord 
intervenu. 

A cette occasion, et dans cette méme séance du 5 Février, les Représentants 
du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté ont provoqué une interprétation du second alinéa da 
paragraphe premier de la note ou memorandum du 8 Janvier, 1878, 

la suffi de quelques explications pour dissiper tout malentenda, et il a été déoidé 
pour éviter, en Egypte, toute hésitation, que des instructions particulitres vous 
serniont admessées pour bien vous fixer sur les conditions de Vaceord intervenu. 

Je no saurais micux faire pour répondre complitement aux intentions du Conseil, 
gue do vous transmetir, sous co pl, & titre dnstructions Te texte meme de Is 
correspondance Gchangée avec les Représentants du Gouvernement de Sa Maj 
dans ses parties relatives & Vinterprétation du second alinéa du paragraphe premier de 
Ia note ov memorandum du 8 Janvier, 1978. 

Le Conseil d’Administration, dans sa séance de ce jour, a regu communication de 
cetto correspondance, ot en a consaoré les termes par un'yote approbatif. 

Veuillez agréer, &e. 
Pour le Président, 
(Signé) CHA, DE LESSEPS. 


P.S.—Vous tronveres, sous ce pli, le texte de Ia décision prise par le Conseil dans 
sa séanoo d'aujourd’hui, 12 Mars. 
CH. A. DE b 


Beetrait dune Lettre adresaée le 6 Féerier, 1878, par le Colonel Sir John Stokes, K.C.B., 
et Mr. Rivers Wilson, C.B. 

M. le Président, 

* . . . . . 

La vérifieation qua soule nous pouvons admettre, et que nous avons toujours 
‘entendu acoordor i 1a Compagnie, c'est la vérification des abus qui ont pu dtre essayés, 
et non celle de exactitude des Agents du Gouvernement. Si un employé de 1s. 
Compagnio constate quo lex expaces no sont pas affoctés aux appropriations indiquéss 
par los inscriptions apposées par anlre duu of Trade, ils peuvent agir suivant 
notre memorandum, 

Si cet employé a bonne maison de croire qu'un espace jaugé par le Board of Trade 
sit 604 changé apeds on jangoede, ou ol constate qu'ua ospeos a £06 ajouts on tonnage! 
rut qui ne figure pas dana le cortiiont, dans ccs eux cas il scrat autoriaé & msunee 
‘ces espaces soupconnés ou découverte; mais il n'aura pas le droit de remesurer un 
espace pour Texactitude du mesurage fait par les officiers du Gouvernementy 
exactitude que nous ne pouvons pas mettre en doute. 

Veuillez agréer, ke. 
(Signé) J. STOKES. 
C, RIVERS WILSON. 


Extrait dune Lettre adressce le 16 Féerier, 1878, au Colonel John Stokes, K.C.B., et 
Messicurs, a 
. . . . . 
Nous n’avons jamais revendiqué la faculté de procéder A des vérifications qui 
tendraicnt mettre en doute le mesurage opéré par les jaugeurs officiels, et nous 28 
songeons qu’ nous primunir contre des abus possibles du genre de ceux auxquels vous: 
Yous référez & Io fin de votre lettre du 6 Février, abus qui aursient les plus graves 
sonséquences financidres pour notre entrepris. = 
. . . 

Veuillez agréer, Ke. 
Gign) CH. A. DE LESSEPS. 
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Bstrait d'une Lettre adressée le 19 Fécrier, 1873, par le Colonel Sir Joln Stokes, K. 
ef Mr. Rivers Wilton, C.B. 

M. le Président, 

Nous sommes heureux de constater que nous partageons les mémes vues sur les 

[itis ssentcls, & savoir: quo tout nave Anglais dot payor ses droits do transit par 

Canal de Suez sur Ie tonnage net, résultant de l'exacte application des nigles do 

tinople, entendues et interprétées suivant Yaccont que nous avons établi dans 

Ros nécentes négociations; que fication du tonnage porté sur les certificats 

aux doit se faire uniquement dans le but de prémunir In Compagnie contre des 

us possibles, et ne devra pas tendre A mettre en doute lo mesumige opéré par Tea 

“Feagoursofciels, ot que, par conséquent, cette vérfcation no pout pas conduire & ls 

nation des dimensions des différents espaces déduits du tonnage brut par les 


Agents de ln Compagnie sauf dans le cas 0 Tes agents ont dos motifs bien fonds pour 


et 


que ces espaces ont été changés ou 


Jur appropriation modifiée apres la 
ivrance du certifieat. ee : 
. . 


Veuillez ngréer, So. 
(Signé) J. STOKES. 
©. RIVERS WILSON. 


Conseil d! Administration.—Séance du 12 Mars, 1878. 


Extrait du Procts-Verbal No. 319, 


a 1483.) 
Conseil 
Regoit communications de Ia correspondance él les 6, 16, et 19 Févrior, 
1878, entre MM. lo Colonel Stokes ot Rivers Wilson et M. Ch. Aimé de Lesseps, 
Vico-Président de la Compagnie, relativement i I ion du second alinéa du 
pho promier de Taccord trnsactionnel intervenu le 8 Janvier, 1878, entre 
prisentants du Gouvernemont de Sa Majesté Rritannique et In Comy 
oe Canal de Suez, accord approuvé par le Conseil dans sa séance du 6 Février 
it 5 
Approuve les termes do cette correspondance, ainsi que In lottre & Gorire 
Mae Hoavile e 
Bt invite M. le Chef du Transit ot do In Navigation 0 vo départic en sion do 
aterprétation pricisa telle qu’elle est formulée dans In correspondance pricitée du 
alinéa du paragraphe promicr de 'sccond ainsi congu :— 
“Bt en général verilicr si tous les espaces qui doivent étre compris dans le tonnage 
out portés sur lo certificat et y sont exactement déterminés.” 
Cextifé conforme, 
Le Scoritaire-Général, 
(Signé) MARIUS FONTANE. 


No, 247, 
The British Sues Directors to the Bar! of Derby.—(Received March 16.) 


No. 
My London, March 16, 1878, 
‘gq. AT the meeting of the Suez Canal Council on the 12th instant, the discussion of the 
sment de Navigation” was resumed, which had been adjourned from the previous 
Feing in onder to obtain information ffom Haypt on cerkin amendments proposed 
ts, 


We are not in a position to-day to report fully on this subject, as we have not the 
fext of the“ Réglement,” without which it would be difficult to explain our amendiwents, 
We expect to receive the text at the beginning of next weck, when we shall report at 
ce to your Lordship. 

Weare able to inform your Lordship that the “ Raglemeat de Navigation" was 
foalty approved and voted by the Council on tbe 12th instant, but in consequence of the 
Resting having been necessarily adjourned from the Sth to the 12th of this month, it was 
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not considered possible to publish it in the usual commercial centres by the 15th instant 
‘We therefore concurred in the date of its coming into force being deferred to the Ist July, 
which leaves room for ensuring a full three months’ notice from date of publication. 
‘We have, &c. 
(Signed) "J. STOKES, 
©. RIVERS WILSON. 


No, 248, 
‘The British Suez Directors to the Barl of Derby.—{Received March 16,) 


(No. 16. Commercial. Very Confidential.) 

My Lord, London, March 16, 1978, 
WE have the honour to communicate to your Lordship, very confidentially, copies of 

extracts of the minutes of proceedings of the Council of the Suez Canal Company on the 


Sth January and 5th February. 
__ We have, &e. 
Senet) U. RIVERS WILSON. 
Tnclosure 1 in No, 248, 
Estract of Minutes of Proceedings in the Suez Canal Council, on the 8th January, 1878. 
M. CHARLES A, DE LESSEPS fait connattre av Conseil que le Comité a & Joh 


soumetiro le réiglement dos dorni¢res questions de tonnage qui étaient restées en négociation 
centre le Gouvernement Anglais et la Compagnie, 


Au moment od fut siznde en Easpte Ja Convention du 21 Février, 1876, Mz Ie 


Président signalait b M. le Colonel Stokes, ainsi quo cela a été constaté dans un 

que lea certificats produits par les navires contensient parfois des erreurs, que. certaitt 

scpaors au ein ls Compan aria dio compris thos lee certifeats, Staieat maa 
{le Colonel Stokes voulait bien se charger d'appeler sur cette question attention de 8 

Gouvernement. 

Dinutro part M. lo Colonel Stokes faisait en méme temps ressortir que la Compagait 

Firediat an merurge ee navirs employant la voie da Osoal contralrement, 
opinion da Goaretnement Angles ox Sehons deb Commiaion Sa Contentions 9 

ir de cette époque, Ia cessa de ‘an mesurage général qui 
avait fa aubie& tous ley tavires depute Te jour ot le Tarif do Constantinople lal swat i 
imaposé ; elle rnintint toutefois som droit de wésifleation. 

Co droit luieméme était contesté par le Gouvernement Anglais, et, dans. le courant dé 
1877, MM, le Colonel Stokes, Rivers Wilson, et Standen furent chargés par leur Gouverne 
ment dle négceier aveo le Comité tn solution des questions pendantes. 

Ts communiquérent au Comité une note dans laquelle ils établissaient que le Gouverde 
‘ment Anglais, tout en réservant son opinion an point de vue du droit, serait disposé & laisset 
Ta Compagnie la fucult6 de procéder & certaines vérifeations A'bond des navires, sila Com 
pegs Yolaltreconnatey quune partie des espe, dont elle rélanaitVveription deat 
Je tonnage net, serait exclue de ce tonnage. 2 

Dans les’ néyociations qui suivirent, les représentants, du Goavernement Anglaié 
appuyérent cette demande sur les termes de la déeision de Constantinople, les tants 
i) a Compagnie pensaient, au contmaire, que cette méme decision, était favorable & leurt 

Ls 
se ae ae ee eet ane 
est 90 pinegot 8 ‘ee point de vue qu’a 4 
‘Cet accord entraineraient un changement 2 


riper Tacord ul est souls ae Coa. 
riglement de navigation ; c'est done suivant les termes des Statuts, dans un_mois,que 
Conseil pourra prendre une résolution sur cet objet ; et sil adopte les bases de Yarrange 
ot serene prépard, trois mois aprés sa décision le nouveau rézlement se? 
app 

Comité etme qu'en nppronvant cette transaction, le Conc gira conformément #06 


intéréts de la Compagnie; si la Compagnie perd, par rapport & ses prétentions premidre® 
quelques faibles recettes, elle écarte un litige rath et Geancironest elle lara up 
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reel avantage dans la certitude de pouvoir sans rencontrer de contestation, et en étant 
assurée de Taide du Gouvernement Anglais, faire porter sa perception sur le tonnage 
Reulidrement établi. 

Un Administrateur demande quelle situation sera faite aux bitiments autres que les 
batiments Anglais? 

'M. le Président répond que Yaccord actuel ne liera que le Gouvernement Anglais 5 
que, dans son riglement de navigation, In Compagnie étant tenuc de traiter toutes les 
Mations sur un pied d'égalit elle les fera toutes hénéficior des avantages nouveaux stipules, 
Ala suite de Ventente avec Te Gouvernement Anglais; si des navires de nationalite n 
Anglaise prétendent s'opposer 3 Ia vérification contre laquelle lo Gouvernement An 
esse de protester, Ia Compagnie se trouvera vis-a-vis de ces navires pour soutenir ses 
droits dans la méme situation que précédemment, mais avec cet avantage d'avoir écarté les 
Kéclamations des sept-dixiémes de ses clients. 

‘M. le Colonel Stokes, apres avoir reconnu Texactitude de Mexposé quia été présenté 
‘au Conseil, ajoute que zon Gouvernement, tout en maintenant sa manitre de voir, a plutGt 
Techerché les moyens de préserver In Compagniedes abus qui pouvaient résulter de I'applis 
‘tation des régles de Constantinople; cest dans cet esprit qu'il a cherché un terrain 
Dratique sur lequel on est tombé daceord. Dans cet ordre d'idées on mis une linnite aux 
€spnces qui jouissent de Vexemption du tonnage et du paiement des droits, ot on les a 
waintenus dans des ions modestes. La Compagnic trouvera une compensation dans 
Ja possibilité of elle sera d'amener tous les Gouvernements i udopter les certificats 
‘pécinux. Crest la un point essentiel ; actuellement un grand nombre de bitiments passent 
Ye Canal sans ce certificat, en se basant sur un acte de la Commission de Constantinople, 
oi leur permet de demander & acquitter les droits sur lour ancien mesurage en payant une 
Wurtaxe plus Gevée, Cet ancien mesurage est trés inféricur au mesurage qui provient des 
Reles de Constantinople, 11 semble par ce fait quo ces bitiments ont intérét & garder leur 
Ancien tonnage. Or, dés le moment od ils seront priés de se conformer aux nouvelles 
Theles, ils auront un tonnage plus Glevé sur lequel Is Compagnie percevra ses taxes, ce qui 
feru plus que conspenser les déductions résultant de I'accord actuel, 

Ten et qui touche la situation des autres Gouvernements Maritimes qui ont pris part 
‘tyx discussions de Constantinople, M. le Colonel Stokes dit que le Gouvernement Anglais, 
dans cette occurence a agi pour sa propre marine sans juger nécessaire qu'une Conférence 
Internationale réglit In question; il a agi poor les grands intéréts commerciaux, qui sont 
‘epréventés par les bitiments Anglais dans le Canal de Sucz; mais il s'adressera aux 
Autres Gouvernements qui, suivant M. le Colonel Stokes, devront trouver, comme I'n 
trouvé le Gouvernement Britannique, avantage a se mettre «l'accord avec In Compagnie, et 
A mettre fin aux discussions; M. le Colonel Stokes alfirme sa satisfaction en voyant ques 
is A présent, si la Compagnie adopte accord qui a été @laboré, il n'y @ plus une soule 
‘question entre le Gouvernement Anglais et la Compagnie, 

A la suite de ces explications 

Le Conseil regoit communication de documents dtablissant Vaccord transactionnol 
intervenu entre le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britanniqne et la Direction & propos du 
Téglement de diverses questions de tonnage, 

Tl approuve fe texte de la Jettro suivante i Gerire au Colonel Sir Jon Stokes, K.C, 
LA MM. Rivers Wilson, C.B., et Edward J. Standen, 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 248, 
Extract of Minutes of Proceedings of the Sues Conal Council, on the Sth February, 1878, 


M. LE PRESIDENT soumet au Conseil le texte nouveau du Raglement de Navi- 
Fation, et lit les parties de ce Réglement qui ont été modifiées. 

Le Conseil ne pourra voter définitivement sur co texte nouveaa que dans sa séanoe 
de Mars, MM. le Colonel Stokes et Rivers Wilson ayant fait connaitre leur intention de 
Proposer quelques modifications, que la Direction aura & étudies, aprés avoir pris avis du 
‘ervice compétent en Bayete, 
1s Rare en Mars, le Réglement pourrait étre pablié le 15 Mars et mis en vigueur le 

juin. 

‘A propos du papier de bord qui doit servir de base & la perception, il est entendu que 
Je Réglement devra prévoir le cas ot un navire ne sera pas encore muni du certificat 
‘Spécial puur le Canal de Suez. 1 suffirait d'sjouter aux mots “ du certificat spécial” les 
Mots “ou papiers officiels du bord.” 

‘MM. te Colonel Stokes et Rivers Wilson demandent qu'un Article du eo lement 


{s27] 
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donne le droit & un navire, sauf motif spéil entre dans Ye Canal dans Vordre, par 
Tapport aux autres navires, de son entrée dans le port. 
le Président répond que cea se pratique ans 
Te Colonel Stokes voudrait que Vordre Wentrée dans le Canal résultat de ordre 
cen rade du navies 
Il est répondu que l'ordre d'arrivée en rade ne peut pas donner un droit de priorités 
le paiement des droits peut scul douncr cette prior, ou Toe du puisment des fae 


Mais ce droit de priorité ne saurait étre exclusif, certains navires notoirement conn 
comme d'une navigation difficile pouvant géner considérablement Ia marche réguliére des 
autres navires dans le Canal. 

(. le Président demande si le vou de M. le Colonsl Stokes ne serait pas 
suffisamment exaucé s'il faisait Yobjet d'instructions spéciales dans ce sens au Chef da 


M. le Colonel Stokes ne pense pas que Vinsertion dans le Réglement de la clause quill 
& propose pute donner un nave ea mauvas état de navigation le drut de réslamer bs 
priori 


‘au Conseil en Mars. 

MM. le Colonel Stokes et 
Anglaise soit autorisé utiliser les chalands et les chaloupes da Gouvernement, lorsq 
‘est nécessaire de porter aide A an naviro de Sa Majesté dans le Canal. 

M. te Président répond que Vinsertion de cette clause dans Je Riglement créerat us 
droit pour tous qui sernit dangereax. Toutefois, du moment que les ehalands et chaloupes 
du Gouvernement, envoyés dans le Canal, paieront les taxes riglementaires, et qu’ils neront 
‘enwuite comme un matériel mis A la disposition des agents de la Compagnic pour und 
opération dars le Canal, il ne semble pas quil puisse y avoir de difficulté & donnet 
satisfaction en fait & a demande de MM, le Colonel Stokes et Rivers Wilson. 

spect, Ditetion ceuiera avant Mare par quel moyen cette solotion pourra dl 
obtenue, 

‘A. propos de Ia aurtaxe de 4 le Président expose que les Représentants 
Gouvernement do Sa Majesté ont Yopinion quo ia surtaxe de 4 fr. ne doit subir de dimi 
nution dans wucun ens. Cette surtaxe de 4 fr. doit étre impose aux navires jusqu’h 

wils se soient pourvus d'un certifieat spécial pour le Canal de Sucz. Les textes des 
décisions de Constantinople sont en effet formels sur ce In taxe de 3 fr. seule est 
réductible. L'application striete des décisions de Constantinople exige le maintien de ls 
suctaxe entidre de 4 fr. Ivagirait, en conaiquence, de revenir sur la détaxe de 50 cen 
timos que la Compagnie a aecordée & tous Jes navires jadistinevement. Le droit qu’a 
Compagnie de revenir sur une faveur quielle a acconide bénévolement ost incontestable. 

M. le Colonel Stokes fait observer que cette maniére de procéder est conforme & Is 
décision de Constantinople, 

‘Un membre demande si los armateurs ne réclameront pas. 

M. le Colonel Stokes dit que le Gouvernement Anglais répondra aux armateart 
Anglais: Prone le cortifieat nouveau, 

MAM, le Cotonel Stokes et Rivers Wilson demandent que les clauses du Raglement d& 
navigation relatives aus navires non munis d'sn certificat spéeial et par conséquent soumit 
A In surtaxe do 4 fr, soient intitulées & part dans lo Réglement, le Gouvernement de $8. 
Majesté se proposant de se mettre d'uccord avec les autres Gouivernements pour décidef: 
abrogation de la faculté inissée par la décision de Constantinople aux navires, d'svoit ¥®) 
Papice autre que le certificat spécial. 

To Conseil décide que ces clauses seront insérées dans le Raglement sous la rubriq 
* Dispositions transitoires.”” 

MAM, le Colonel Stokes et Rivers Wilson demandent si la Compagnie ne pourrait pas 
admettre la présence & bord d'un nombre restreint de sans que le navire p 
Jes arantages réservés aux navires sue lest; par exemple, dire qu'un bitiment sera, encof® 
gonsidéré comme sur lest quand il asa pas A son bord plus dom passager par 100 tonnes 
de tonnage net, mais sans bagages dan ls cles 

1 est réponda que Ia présence d'un seul passager 2 un bord est un fait qui enldve alt 
navire sa qualité de bitiment sur Jest. 

M, le Colonel Stokes observe quill ne tient pas au chiffre de 100 tonnes dont il ® 

W'l ne tient qu’au principe, 

Cotte demande sera étudige avant un mois. 

Un membre demande s'il est intéressant de donner a 
annexes prévues, et notamment I'Aete dela Sublime Porte qui 


sanetionne. 
TM, le Prévident répond que TActe de la Sublime Porte ext pricisément le plat 


AM. le Président dit que ln proposition de M. le Colonel Stokes sera étudiée et préseaté 
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‘complet, car il est Ia Convention méme, et donne les dates des décroissances de la surtaxe. 
‘Les annexes prévues donnent des renseignements de détails qu'il faudrait insérer dans le 
yent méme. 

‘M. le Coli nel Stoker demande une explication sur Ia partie du Réglement qui reproduit 
le texte du second alinga du premier jhe de Vaecord transactionnel intervenu entre 
les Représentants da Gouvernement de Sa Majesté et la Compagnie, Son but est de 

Yassurer que les vues de la Compagnie correspondent bien aux siennes quant aux expres 
Sions de cet alinéa, Les Représentants du Gouvernement Britanuique ont entendu que 
fi, dans un bitiment, les agents de la Compagnie trouvent des espaces qui n’ont pas été 
‘compris dans le mesurage, ces agents auront le droit de déterminer exactement ces espaces 
iis n’ont pas compris que les agents auraient Je droit de mesurer les espaces qui sont déja 
‘compris sur le certificat, 

'M. le Président partoge Vimpression de M. le Colonel Stokes. Tl ne s'agit que des 

‘qui n'ont pas été déterminés du tout ou qui ont été inexactement, 

'M. le Colonel Stokes demande comment les agents de la Compagnie pourront déter- 
iiner ces inexactitudes, 

lest répondu que cola sera lorsque V'inexactitude se montrera choquante 4 la vue; 

wwe Vinexactitude sera manifeste. 

‘Mr, Wilson observe que les Représentants du Gouvernement ne voudraicnt pas ouvir 
Taporte bun remesumge 

Mle Président répond qu'l ne agit pas de remesarage, ot il explique comment cela 

que. Il ajoute que lorsque les navires seront pourvas du nouvean moddle de 
ne se produira plus, Diailleurs, le systime de remesurage est dgi absolu- 
‘Ment proscrit comme mesirage systématique. 

‘Apres un éohange d'observations, M, le Colonel Stokes propose d'ajourner le vote du 

ent 4 un mois, 

M. le Président accueille favorablement cette proposition. 

Mr, Wilson demande que, dans tous les cas, des instructions soient données aux 

nis de ln Compagnie pour qu'lls ne tourmentent pas les navires en interprétant le 
vent. 

M. le Président répond qu’tl eat eatenda que examen des agents de In Compagnie ne 
doit porter que sur les eapaces gui paraltraent doutour, le paper de bor! fant fo, en 
Somme, dans son ensemble. Et il est tres-recommandé aux agents de ne procéder \ un 
‘examen que lorsque le doute est trés-réel. 

M. le Colonel Stokes voudrait que les agents de tn Compagnic soupgonnant an bitiment 
¢t Je jaugeant & tort, co fut aux frais de Ia Compagnie. 

le Préxident répond quill n'y a pas de frais appniciables, 

M. te Colonel demande alors si une amende ne pourrait pas dtre &iat6e pour le cas de 
mesurage non motivé, 

M. le Président voit des inconvénients & Vadoption de cotte mesure, 

Un membre demande qu'il ne soit rien changé au, Réglement, mais que des instruc 

écines soicut envoyées aux agents de Ia navigation, 

M, le Président appuie cette idée, mise d’sillours par Mr. Wilson, 

M. le Colonel Stoker partage cette opinion. 

Mle Prérident termine Vincident en formulant cotte interprétation = que los agents 
de tn Compognie doivent accepter en principe le certifieat comme exact, et que ce n'est. 
ie dine Io exe ob ils soppneol ase sei ox Sik modification faite an navire aprts Ia 

livrance du certificat, qu’ils peuvent wérifier espace sur lequel porte Verreur ou l'nddi~ 

feo, pow Sesser el ja tedlassent erreur ef erablir Pinaportanes de erreur oa 46 

ition, 

Mr. Wilson ndmet cette interprétation parce qu'elle consacre le principe d'acceptation 
du certificat, sauf le soupgon fondé. 

No. Le Conseil, 

Va ls décision No. 6256, du Comité de Direotion en date du 91 Janvier, 1878 ; 

‘Vu sa décision en date de ce jour, No. 1463 ; 

Vu Jes observations et propositions présentées au cours de l'examen du projet de 
Mouveau Raglement de navigntion ; 

‘Ajourne son vote a sa séance du mois de Mars prochain. 
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No. 249. 
‘The British Suez Directors to the Earl of Derby —(Received March 19.) 


(ho 17, Commercial.) 
ly Lord, Londen, March 18, 1878. 

IN our No. 7, Commercial, of the 7th ultimo, we had the honour to submit to your 
Lordship a mode by which all vessels passiog through the Suez Canal may be in time 
compelled to pay on the tonnage which has been authoritatively declared to be that on 
which the Suez Canal Company can lawfully levy their dues. In that despatch we pointed 
‘out how many vessels still elude the payment which the Company can justly demand from 
thera, and we made a suggestion how to remedy the evil. Past experience, however, shows 
that before the Powers come to such an agreesent as we have suggested many months, of 
even years, may elapee. ‘We have therefore the honour to propose to your Lordship that 
‘a short Bill should be brovght into Parliament rendering it compulsory upon every itis 
vessel intending to pass through the Canal to take out the Special Suez Certificate, 
produce it to the Canal authorities. A second clause might make it penal for an; 
‘Owner to alter the arrangement of his vessel in auch a way as to affect her net tonnage 
eapacity without notifying the proper authorities and having the alteration oficially 
inserted on his certificate, 

‘The preamble of such a short Bill might enumerate the circumstances under whiclt 
the Special Suex Certifionte bas been framed, which of themselves will indicate that the 
provisions ofthe Bill constitate an act of simple jostic to the Suex Canal Company. 

fe have, &e. 


(Signed) J. STOKES. 
€. RIVERS WILSON. 


SS 
No. 250. 
Sir A. Paget to the Earl of Derby—(Received March 20.) 


(No. 21, Commercial.) 
iy Lord, Rome, March 14, 1878. 
WITH roforence to your Lordship's Commercial Circular of the Ist February last 
‘ear, U have the honour to inclove translation of the answer I have received from the 
talinn Governnent, relative to the settlement of certain outstanding questions with the 
Suez Canal Compamy in respect of tonnage measurement. 

‘Tho Italian Government state in their answer that they accept the proposals of Het 
Majesty’ Goverrment relative. to excluding oF including spaces from the net, rit 
tonnage of vessels, and to the circumstances under which vessels may be measured w 
oo in part by officers of the Suet Canal Company. 

‘he Italian Government request that they may be informed of the definite result of 
the initistive taken by Her Majesty's Government in this matter, ao that they my 
omuicate to the Sves Cenal Company a it of the ease which have been furnis 
with certificates of teasurement according to the Constantinople Rules. 

Thave, &e. 
A. PAGET. 


Inclosure in No. 260. 


M. Depretis to Sir A. Poget. 
(Transtation.) 
M. I'Ambassadeor, Rome, March 9, 1878. 

ON the Ist February last year, your Excellence addressed to the Italian Government 
certain proposals relative to the tonniage measurement of vessels passing through the Suet 
Caval, by which Her Majesty's Government thought the moment opportune to come t0 ® 
settlement, having regan! to the application of the Lesseps-Stokes Convention. 

‘These were thus classed 

ether certain deteruiined spaces of the vessel should be included or not in the 
register tonnage of the vessel. 
Qnd. Whether, and within what limits, it can be allowed for the authorities of the 
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Suez Canal to proceed to a new remeasurement, wholly or in part, of vessels furnished 
With the proper certificates of measurement. ‘i 

Having submitted the queries to the examination of the Minister of Marine, he was 
obliged, as regards the second, to Subordinate his own opinion to facts which he bad to 
procure from all sides, and which were the cause of the delay in his giving me a definite 
od complete answer. = 

Tt is only now that Iam enabled to inform your Excellency that the Government of 
the King recognizes the opportuneness of the proposals contained in. your Excellency’s 
note, dated 10th February, as regards the first of these proposals, which relate to the 


on ‘which ought to be included in the net measurement of the vessels or excluded from 
same. 


‘As regards the second question, whether the Suez Canal authorities should be allowed 
the faculty of remeasuring totally or partially vessels passing through the Canal, the 
Government of the King sccepts the proposal of Her Majesty's Government that the 
agents of the Company, when it treats of vessels furnished with special certificates for the 
transit of the Canal, ought to limit their action to verifying that those spaces which are 
included in the deductions, and, therefore, excluded from the net measurement, are not 
occupied by passengers and merchandize, and that only in the ease of vessels not furnished 
‘with the special certificates above mentioned can the authorities of the Canal proceed to a 
‘new remeasurement of the vessels. 

T shall be grateful to your Excellency if you will inform me of the definite result of 
the initiative taken by the Goverament of the Queen on this subject, to be able’ to 
communicate to the Suez Canal Company the list of the ttalian vesscls which have 
been furnished with certificates of measurement according to the said Constantinople 


Rules. 
L avail, &c, 
(Signed) DEPRETIS. 


‘No. 251. 
Mr. Lister to the British Suez Directors. 
jo. 12, Commercial.) 


tlemen, Foreign Office, March 21, 1878, 

1 AM directed by the Earl of Derby to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
No. 12, Comsmercial, of the 12th instant, relative to the disappointment which has been 
expressed by the Directors of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company at 
‘ot having been consulted with regard. to. the terms of the new agreement between Her 
Majesty's Government and the Suez Canal Company; and Tam to acquaint you that 
‘when his Lardship receives from you a copy of the revised “ Raglement de Navigation,” 
he will cause the same to be communicated to the Peninsular and Oriental ‘Company. 

am, 
‘T. V. LISTER, 


Fe ‘The Earl of Derby to the British Suez Directors. 
jo. 13, 
iis: ign Office, March 21, 1878, 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 2 of the 8th January, I transmit to you 
copies of a circular despatch to Her Majesty's Representatives inclosing a Memorandum 
Felative to the arrangement which you have catered into with the Suez Canal Company 
on the subject of tonnage measurement, 

1 also inclose copies of separate instructions which have been addressed to Her 
Majesty's Representatives at Paris, Vienna, and the Hague ; and I have to request that on 
‘your next vied to Paris you will place yourselves in communication with Mr. Adams in 
‘ase he should wish to consult you further in the matter. 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) "DERBY, 


— 


2x 
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No. 255, 


‘The Earl of Derby to Sir H. Elliot. 
(No. 6. Commercial.) ae 
ir, Foreign Office, March 21, 1878. 

" WITH reference to my Circular despatch ofthis dior Wanseithr goer iforeetion 
copies of correspondence with the Austro-Hungarian Embassy in London on the questions 
of tonnage measurement which have been in discussion with the Suez Canal Company. 

T have to request that in making the communication to the Austro-Hungarian 
Government, founded ou that Circular despatch, your Excellency will at the same time state 
that this communication is also madein answer to the inquiries which have been addressed 
to me on the subject. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) DERBY. 


— 
No. 264. 


5 The Earl of Derby to Mr. Stuart. 
(No. 10. Commercial.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 21, 1878. 

" | HAVE to request that in making to the Netherlands Gerecineas the Goons 
cation founded on my Circular despatch of this date, you will state that it will be perceived 
hat in his amungoment withthe Stex Canal Company with respect to tonnage fesse: 
ment, attention has been paid to the representations contained in M. de Willebois’ 
note ofthe Ith July, 1876, forwarded to me in Sir E. Harris’ despatch No. 77 of the 14th 
of that month, 

Jam, &. 
(Signed) "DERBY. 


No. 255. 
‘The Earl of Derby to Mr. Adams. 
(No. 45. Commercial.) v 3 


it, Foreign Office, March 2\, 1878, 

WITH reference to Lord Lyons* despatch No. 211, saan of tos Bie May 
last, I tranamit to you herewith copies of a Circular despatch which I have addressed to 
Her Majesty's Representatives in countries interested in the navigation of the Suez Canal, 
‘and of the documents inclosed in it. 

I understand thnt the British Directors have kept Her Majesty's Embassy fally 
informed with respect to their negotiations with the Company in regard to the matters 
treated of in these papers. Ihave now to request that you will make a communication to 
the French Government on the subject of this arrangement with the Company, and 
express the hope that it will be adopted by them. I have instructed the British Directors 
to place themselves in communication with you on their next visit to Paris, incase you should 
wish to consult them farther in the matter, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) "DERBY. 


No. 255. 
The Earl of Derby to Mr. Layard. 


(So. 2. Commercial) 
3 Foreign Office, March 21, 1878. 
UTRANSMIT to. your Excclleney herewith » copy offs Ofealar despatch which T 
have addressed to Her Majesty's Representatives in countries interested in the navigation 
of the Suez Canal relative to measurewent, 

ertyilte inclose a copy of the previous Cirular of the st February, 187, therein 
rel 


* A similar despateh was addressed to Mr. Vivian, 


im 


T leave to your discretion to make any communication which, under present circum- 
Stances, you may think expedient to the Turkish Government, 

Tam, &e. 

(Signed) "DERBY. 


No. 257, 


Circular addressed to Her Majesty's Representatives abroad? 
eee) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 21, 1878. 
T TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of a Memorandum on the subject of the 
‘egotiations which have taken place between the British Directors and the Suez Canal 
Company since the date of my Circular despatch of the Ist February, 1877, with respect 
to the question of tonnage measurement, 

T have to request that you will communicate this paper to the Government ; 
‘and that you will express the hope of Her Majesty's Government that the arranges 
ment which has been made with the Suez Canal Company with regard to British 
‘Yesscls will be considered an equitable settlement of the question. Her Majesty's Govern- 
Ment trust, therefore, that the Government will agree to this arrangement ; and that 
‘Yensels will be provided with certificates of tonnage in conformity with it, and that the 
Company will be allowed due means of controlling the accuracy of the papers presented by 
Auch vessels. 

‘This instruction is addressed to Her Majesty's Representatives at the places marked 
Jn the margin, and has been communicated to Lord Lyons. 

Lam, &. 
(Signed) "DERBY. 


[For Inclosure, see Appenidix.] 


No, 258. 
‘The British Suez Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received March 23.) 


{No. 18. Commercial.) 
My Lord, London, March 22, 1878, 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's di 
No. 12, Commercial, of yesterday, informing ws that the new ‘ Réglement d 
9f the Suez Canal Company will be communicated to the Peninsular and Orien! 
fnvigation Company as soon as received from us. We have reason to suppose that the 
aid “ Régiement ” will not be in our hands #0 soon as we expected when we despatched 
ie Nero of thoath instant. We kave therebre the honosr to tage te expedionay 
f communicating at once to the Peninsular and Oriental Company a copy of the agree 
Rent come to with the Suez Canal Company, and the accompanying instruction to ite 
mnt on the Canal, which form Annexes B and C to the Circular Memorandum sent to 
Majesty’s Representatives abroad. By adopting this course your Lordship will ensure 
the British shipowning Company most interested in the Suez route learning direct from 
ler Majesty's Government the terms of an agreement which so nearly affects their 
‘The “ Réglement ” will probably become known to the Company bofore your 
Lordship will have an opportunity of making the communication of it, 
(Si wy stones 
signed) . 0 
aes G. RIVERS WILSON. 


Viggd, thea, Berto, Brame, Copeshages, Madrid, Rome, Si, Petersburgh, Steckheln, the Hayue, and 
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No, 259, 
‘Mr. Lister to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 23, 1878. 

_ WITH reference to your letters of the 13th December CO aad vitae, 1 3 
directed by the Earl of Derby to transmit to you, to be laid before the Lords of the 
Admiralty, a copy of a despatch which has been received from the British Directors of 
Bes Graal Company on the subject of the dues levied on Her Majesty's ships “ Hotspur” 

“Rupert.” \ 
Tt would appear from this report that no steps can now be taken in the matter, 
Tam, Ke. 


(Signed) 


No, 260. 
Mr. Lister to Mr. Farrer. 


Bir, Foreign Office, March 23, 1878. 
WITH reference to your letter of the Sth instant, and to previous correspond 
Lam directed by the Earl of Derby to transmit to you herewith a copy of a d 
from the British Directors of the Suee Canal Company, in which they suggest 
expediency of a short Bill being brought into Parliament to render it compulsory 
every British vessel intending to pass turough the Canal to take out the Special 
Certificate, and to produce it to the Canal authorities ; and I am to. request that i 
laying this despatch before the Lords of ‘Trade, you will move their Lordships 
favour Lord Derby with such observations as they may have to offer thereupon. 


Lam, ke. 
(Signed) ‘T. V. LISTER. 


No. 261. 
‘Mr. Lister to Mr, Farrer. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 28, 1878. 
LORD DERBY communicated to the British Directors of the Suez Canal 

your letter of the Qnd instant, relative to the complaint of Messrs. Rathbone respes 

ithe conditions under which steamers are allowed to pass through the Canal after sunset: 
Lat now directed by his Lordship to transmit to you copy of the despatch wl 

thas boen received from the British Directors in reply, and I am to request that in Ia 

it before the Board of Trade, you will state that the explanation on the subject 

gziven appears to be satisfactory. 


1 
(Signed) “"h, v, LASTER 
le a a ee 


No. 262. 


Mr. Lister to Mr. Bethune, 


es WITH ref to, previous correspond Eoin bape 
ference to, previous lence respecting the dues y 

‘Suez Canal Company, Lam directed by the Earl of Derby to transmit to you herewitty 
for the information of the Directors of the Peninsular aud Oriental Steam Navigation Com 
pany, a copy of the Agreement which has been come to between the British ‘Directors 
the: Conal Compan ea is Laan Is the certificates of measurement, 12 

carried by vessels passing through the Canal, together with copy of an instructi@® 
tm this aabjeetaddreseat tothe" Chet du Service "at lanai, 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) 'T. V. LISTER 


173, 
No, 263. 
Mr. Bethune to Lord Tenterden.—(Received March 27.) 


Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Com; 
Offices, 122, Leadenhall Street, London, E. 
‘My Lord, ‘March 26, 1878. 

THE Directors observe that, in replying to a question put by Mr, Childers in the 
House of Commons on the 14th March, the Chancellor of the Exchequer stated that, “since 
the acceptance by M. de Lesseps in the early part of last’ year of the conclusions of the 
Coostantinople International Tonnage Commission and the withdrawal of his protests, the 
Soez Canal Company have recognized the special tonnage certificates given by the Bourd 
of Trade in their assessment of the dues to be paid by British vessels.” 

Your Lordship is aware from the representations which I have already hid the 
honour to address to you, that, so far as this Company's steamers are concerned, the 
Matement that the Canal Company have recognized the Board of Trade special Canal 
fertificates is not correct, inasmuch as the Canal Company have never desisted from the 

ice of charging the dues upon this Company's steamers upon the tonnage ascertained 

‘their own measurements, instead of upon the tonnage shown in the special Canal 
artificates, and have persisted in this course notwithstanding that they are eujoying the 
Advantage of the higher surtax conceded by Colonel Stokes, which involves an extra 
‘upon shipping this year of probably nearly 100,000, of which about 10,0001, ix 

Paid by this Company alone. 

Tt would appear, however, from the remarks which Sir Stafford Northcote is reported 
to have made, as quoted ubove, that other vessels have been more favourably treated, and 
1 am instructed, therefore, respectfully to inquire whether this docs not constitute 
‘infmetion of the 14th Article of the original concession under which the Canal was 
‘constracted, which expressly provides that all vessels sball pass “sans aucune distinction, 
exclusion, ni préférence de personnes ou de nationalités.”” 

T have, &, 
(Signed) ‘A. M. BETHUNE, Secretary. 


‘The British Suez Directors to the Earl of Derby—{(Recrived March 28.) 


(No. 20. Commercial.) 
My Lord, London, March 27, 1878. 

WE have the honour to lay before your Lordship a copy of the revised “ Raglement 
de Navigation.” 

‘The Regulation of 3ist March, 1872, is printed on the left column, and the approved 
amendments on the right column. 

“The proposed alterations which we suggested in the meeting of the Sth February 
Applied to the amendments of the 5th, 6th, 10th, and 12th Articles of the old “ Ragle- 
Ment.” In Article 5 the words “ou pen officiels du bord,” were inserted, 

‘As concerns Article 6, we thought that the wording of the rule left vessels too much 
4 the merey of the Company's officers as to the order in which they should pass through 
the Canal, It appeared to ux that vessels should have the right to take their turn in si 
rier of paying their dues. It was objected to this, that in point of fact, this is the actual 
rule of procedure, but that it might bave very inconvenient consequences if it was laid 
down in the regulations as a right which vessels might claim. Certain vessels are. noto- 
Tioualy bad stecrers; and, if they could claim to be placed at the head of a train of vessels, 
the latter would be impeded by the frequent. grounding of the leading vessel. ‘That, 
frequently, after paying their dues, vessels remain in the harbour of Port Said to coal or 

bark’ merchondize, and that it might lead to litigation if these vessels could claim to 
Proceed in a certain order. 

“These opinions were confirmed by the officers of the Company, to. whom our proposal 
‘ena referred | we therefore accepted, in lieu of an alteration of the Article, the issue of the 
iclosed instruction to the azents of the Company, which will insure every vessel passing 
through in its turn, except in the case of notoriously bad steerers, or of those who way 
Rot be ready to proceed. Postal steamers will continue to enjoy priority, where they 
are known to belong to 0 regular service, and not to be defective in their naviguting 
omer. 

(527) 2¥ 
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Article 10, as amended in Article 9 of the revised “‘ Réglement,” appeared to us to 
preclude Her Majesty's ships from making use of the lighters placed under the orders of 
the Admiral Superintendent of Transports at Suez. We therefore propased to the 
Company to amend the Regulation in such manner as would adwit of the employment of 
these vessels, should any of Her Majesty’s ships of war or troopships take the ground and 

uire lightening. There seemed to the Couneil reason for apprehending that, if such a 
Fight were conceded to Her Majestys Goverament in, the Réglement,”” it. would 
ground for private shipowners claiming a similar right, which might have inconvenieat 
results for the general service of the Canal. ‘They therefore proposed to concede to Het 
Majesty's Government the power of thus employing the lighters and tugs at Suez undef 
certain conditions whieh apy to us reasonable, and which are embodied in the inclosed 
instructions to their “ Chef du Service du Transit ot de la Navigatio 

‘The further amendments which we suggested applied to Article 11 of the revised 
“Réglement ” which regulates the Tariff. We bave reported in our No. 7, Commercial, of 
the 7th ultimo, our recommendation to the Council to maintain the 4 fr. surtax unreducedy 
in accordance with the terms of the Constantinople arrangement of 1873. ‘This has bedi 


done in the form of two transitory Articles which will disappear if the other Powert 


consent to the abrogation of the Articles of the Constantinople arrangement whiell_ 
concern this particular surtax, and which apply no longer to the existing circuit 
stances. 

‘ further urged the Council to relax the paragraph of this Article which makes the 
presence of a single passenger on board a vessel in ballast deprive this vessel of the exer 
tion from surtax which she enjoys as being in ballast. ‘The Council were so apprehonsive 
of any relaxation of their rule on this point leading to abuses, that we were unable to indacé 
thei to accept our amendment. 

‘Tho complete * Réglement " has several annexes, which will be attached to the copies 
that will be sent to us in a day or two, 
‘The printed paper now xent only professes to show the alterations in the Regulatiom 


itself, 
We have, & 


Inclosure 1 in No. 264. 
Regulations for the Navigation of the Suez Maritime Canal. 
[See Inclosure in No. 265.] 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 264. 
M, de Lesseps to M. de Rowvitte. 
Monsieur, Le 12 Mars, 1878. 


DANS Ia pratique de exploitation, ehaque navire entre dans le Canal, a 
Said et & Suez, dans Yordre de son arrivée et de I'accomplissement des formalité 
Faglementaires, Vous n'usex de la faculté qui vous est laissée par I'Article 6 du Réglement 
de Navigation, que dans des cas motivés:— 

En accordant un tour de faveur ux paquebots poste, 

En refusant Ia priorité d'entrée dans Je Canal a tel navire notoirement connu comme 
incapable de transiter facilement et réguligrement. 

‘MM. le Colonel Stokes et Rivers Wilson nous avaient demandé de rédiger I'Article 6 
du Réglement de Navigation de telle sorte que I'ordre d’entrée des navires dans le Canal 
devint un droit défini, sauf les exceptions consacrées. A 

Nous avons aux ts du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté de ne rie 
modifier du texte de I'Article 6, la pratique Vayant en quelque sorte sanctionné, et aucune 
réclamation ne s'étant produite quant & vos agissoments & ce sujet; mais de vous donner 
des instructions qui, conforme & leur désir, ne feront, d’ailleurs, que confirmer l'état d& 
a ta I a conti de vos. 

wn conséquence, wésente lett ‘ous vous invitons 4 confirmer au 
agents ase ide Port Sad et de 55 par des instructions nouvelles, le droit qu’oat 
Jes navires d’entrer dans le Canal chacun & son tour, strictement, sauf le cas de faveut 
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accordée A un paguebot-poste, le cas de navigabilité défectuense notoire dun navire, et le 
fas, ézalement, of un navire ne se trouve pas prét A pénétrer dans le Canal au tour 
régulier qui loi'a été assigné, : 
Veuillez, &c. 
Pour le Président, 
(Signé) CH. A, DE LESSEPS. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 264. 


M, de Lesseps to M. de Rowcille. 

Monsieur, Le 12 Mars, 1873. 

EN exécution de I'Article 10 du Réglement de Navigation et sur la demande de 
MM. le Colonel Stokes et Rivers Wilson. 5 

En cas d'échouage dans le Canal d'un navire d'Etat Anglais, le matériel que le 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique posside, pourra étre employé au déséchouaze 
de ce navire, & la condition = ‘ ; 3 

1, Que’ les appareils envoyés sur le Canal paieront les droits de transit régle- 
mentaires ; Py 

2. Que ces moyens de secours serons employés suivant les prescriptions des agents 
de la Compagnie et que le temps nécessaire pour faire venir les appareils ne retardera pas, 
‘au détriment de Ia navigation générale, In remise a flot du navire échoué, la Compagnie du 
anal, dans ce cas, se réservant absolument le droit denvoyer, doffice et aux frais du 
navire, tous les secours nécessaires. 


Veuillez, Sc. 
Pour le Président, 
(Signé) CH, A, DE LESSEPS. 


No, 265. 
‘The British Sues Directors to the Earl of Derby.—(Received March 30.) 


(No. 21, Commercial.) 
My Lord, London, March 28, 1878. 

WE have the honour to transmit herewith four copies of tho revised "" Réglement de 
Navigation dans le Canal Maritime de Suez," with its annexes, to which we append, fr 
Convenience of reference, if required, two copies of the old “Raglement” of the BIst 
March, 1872. 

With reference to our No. 4, Commercial, of the 17th January last, we think that the 
revised “ Rigiement should be communicated to the Board of Admiralty, but with the 
observation that the new Regulations will not come into force until the Ist July, 
187 

oe ‘We have, &e. 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
C, RIVERS WILSON. 








M6 
Tnclosure in No. 265. 


Compacsre Usivnnseuue pu Caxan 
‘Marirore pe Sua. 


Exploitation, 


Raglement de Navigation dane le Conal Maritime 
te Bucs 

“ Article 14. Nous déclarons solennellement, 
Pe ow an eee ee i — de 
Ln ratification ajexth Impériale le Sultan, 
Je Grand Cama Marine de Suck h PBase et les 
ports en dépendant, ouverts & toujours, comme 
Fumages mates, 2 taut nave Wo, commerce 
travqnat une me b Tate vane cue se 
Tine, excludon nt préfirnce de persounes oo 
de national, moyentant fe peat dens 
t:Fexéeton det gests Cabin par I Come 
fmguie Universes eoncemiontsie. four Tunge 
Toa Canal et ddpendances 

Art. 17. Pour indemniser la Compagnie des 
sponses de construction, dentretien et Wexplor- 
tathon qu sont misen haa charge par les priontes, 
nous Poutorisons, dis & privent, et toute 
Ia durés do aa jouimance, tlle quelle ext diter- 
minke par les parsgraphes 1 et 3.de TArtcle pete 
cident hb éeablir et ‘percevoir, pour le passage 
dang lee Canaax et Tes porte en'dépendant, des 
raite de navigation, de pilotage, de . 
dle elage cu de salonneovnts vlrunt das wits 
‘quielle pourra modifier @ toute époque, sous la 
sine ere 

fly De pecoeteks es dls, nba woraneexcep- 
tion ni faveur, sur tous lex navires, dans des con- 
ditions identiquess 

“2 De pub te ti, tin mis aan 
ine en vient, oc pine 
ports de commerce des eaters 


#3, De ne pas exedler, pour le droit spéelal 
do navigation, le sbiffre maximum de 10fr. par 
tonneau de capacité des navires et par tite de 
pasnager—Eateall de UActe de Concession du 
5 Janeler, 1880 


Article 1. Les capitaines sengagent, en rece 
vant, avant d'entror dana In Canal, une copie di 
prrésent Raglementy & le salere, & ay conformer en 
ous points et h satisaire & toute requisition faite 
en vue de non esseusion. 


Le Conal de Suex ayant 8 
mitres do profondeur, Ie transit est Libre pour 
tous Tes navires, quelle que wit leur nationolité, & 
la condition de he pas ealer plax de 730 métros et 
dle ve conformer au prestripsons saivantes:— 


Las naviroe A yoiles au-dewas de cinquante 
onneanseront tens de ee rmonguers 
‘Les navires & yupeur pourront naviguer sur 
Canal i Fuide de lear propre propulsur, ow se 
faire remorquer aux conditions qui seroot indi= 


Te Canal ext fixse & 10 kilométres & 
Voeure, ou 54 milles. 


Sune Manirive Caxat Uxrvensat 
Company. 


Working Departmen, 
Regulations for the Nevigation of the Suet 
“tert Gena 
“Amide 14, We hereby solemnly declare for 
aon by Mis lapel sje te Sly 
‘atieation by His Imperial Ng hs 
the Great ‘in Canal from act Psa 

ing tat, henceforth and for eve 
open te aetarl peonged ty voy merchaot veal 
rousing from see to sea, without any distinction 
Stain or pernce watrer, or Jon 
olen uae the ppt, ac 
Sarael Covesreigreserier ine 
versal Company, grantee 
the mid Canal sed is Sependenci oa 
“Art. 17. To indemnity the Company for 
‘expenses of construction, maintenance, 
ing devolving pon tein by 


Be 


a 


£ 
ie 


fo tari; which they sball be’ st liberty to 
‘at all times upon’ the following express condie 
tone 


‘That the tariffs be published three months 
before they come into force, in the capitals and 
principal commercial ports of all nations whort 
Ts'Fha or tn apc navigation dove 
ies a eal ot 
2 =a 
etvecl from the Aet of Concession, dated the Sth 
es 


Article 1. Before entering the Canal captains of 
ships shall biad themselves, on receiving a copy 
Of the present Regulations, to abide by and ete 
form themaclves in all points to all requi 
‘arrangements made in view of the execution of 
theae Hegulations. 

Art 2 The Sues Canal having « depth of 
8 mitres (26 ft Sin. Knglish) throughout itt 
entire length, is ope to ship ofall wat 
provided that their draft of water does not ex 
Fy matres (24. Tin. Knglish), and that they 
‘inform to the following eonitions 

Sailing weasels above hfty tons are bound to bt 
towed through, 

‘Steam vessels may pass through the Canal 
means of their own Meam power, or be 
subject to the conditions hereafter noted.t 


Art. 3, The maximum spced of all ships past 
ing through the Canal is fixed at 10 hilombtres 
‘equal to 53 nautical miles per hour. 





* Ceriglemoat at arpa 
Lan sgia aren eat n 
du oiguion pa Sauna ee ecb 
ie lemon fa ‘le 
ATA elle are doe raeryonure dapoaibon 


& 
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Art. 4. Tout navire d’un jaugeage supérieur 

op omens Eva ders rod om erat 
J, un pilote ‘ompagnie, 

fournir ae indications ‘ear le’ route’ A 

stlvre. 

Le capitaine reste responsable de tout échovage 
oa accident queleonque résultant de Ia condaite 
et dey manueurres de son bitiment. 

Les pilotes mettent & la disposition des expi- 
taines [er experience et lear pratique du Canal; 
mais comme ils ne peuvent connaltre les difaute 
ou difficultés de are darrét, de mise en 
marche, & chaque navire, suivant 9a 
pestins ct Codsrmatios he vepomnbiles de 
ta marche du navire incombe entiérement au 
eee Lorsq) ire, voulant traverser le 

5 'an ni vire, ve worsen 
Canal, sura pris son mouillage a Port Said oa i 
Suce, le capitaine devra aller se faire inserire au 
Ture da transit ot anultar le dois de pesmge 
ainsi que les frais de pilotage, de remorquage et 
Revieoms cena i toee Noor, Tk saa 
dalivré une quittance qui lul servira de justification 
‘0 cas de besoin. = 

Th ser tenu do donner les renseignements 
suivants, par Grit -— 

Nom et nationalité du navire. 


Nombre der pasagers constaté par Ix présen- 

tation de dle den 
postion de Paquipage constatée parla pré- 
sen le eu oe een 

Capact du navire uprts Ia jaoge Nyale con. 
snide par Ia. presentation da cortiiont speial 
Fear Cano” dx papier el dbo 

iis conformement Kak prescriptions de. Ia 
Commission Internationale du Tonnage, réunie & 
Ganstantinopl, en 1873. 

‘Arts 6. La Compagnie fixe les départs, comme 
Ie en routs, de fagon & donner toute 
Stour hla navigation, ot A atiafsire, autant que 
ponte, wo passage rape des paquelote ponau. 


En consiquence, aucun navire ne pourra pré= 

Re erent eseaes senile Goal aoe 

inte ne sera admise pour un retard motive par 
causes ci-desvas. 

ght Tout naire prt enter dan le nal 

avoir ses vergves fen points, sex 

Venti restr ct sa embaratons en 


‘Outre les deux ancres de bossoir rézlementaires, 
iA deyra avoir A Marriére et prite & tre mouillée & 
lademande du pilote, une forte anere a jet, munie 
‘une amarre capable d'acréter le navite. 

Are. 8, 2.1. Toat navire devrs, pendant In tree 
‘Tervée du Canal, avoir, & Ja traine, une embarca- 
Sin are ctmunie une amare ave pin, 
au besoin, porter t et fixer A fun 
pens emerge Tordant tes deux ives “du 


2 Le capitaine est tenu de laisser des hommes: 
etc et nests se Dion posted Na Yee 
ue pendant la nuit, Ges hommes seront préts & 
peer cen ene 

Fout navire anarct sur quatre atarres, wall 
‘elles sous Je veut, pour liver passage aux remor- 
‘Query, canots & vepear, porteurs et autres engins 

(s27] 


‘Art. 4. Every vessel measuring more than 100 
tons gross must take on board Com; ‘lot 
for the whole length ‘of the Canal who ‘wil 
fedleate al pictclars somceraing the poops 
through. 


‘The captain is held responsible for all ground- 
ings and accidents of whatsocrer kind resulting 
from the management and manquvring of his 


“hi pon of captain 

lots place nt the disposal of captains of vessels 
thelr experi ce and pratcal knowlege of the 
Canal; but as they eannot be specially acquain 
with the detects or pecliarties of each meaner 
tad her machinery in stopping, tering At 
responsibility, as management of the 
‘Bigs devolves eolely upon the eapta: 


Art.5. When a ship intending to proceed 
through the Canal shall have dropped anchor 
either at Port Sald or Suex, the captain must 
center his ship at the Transit Office and pay all 
dues for aa also for pilotage, towage, and 
berthing; when such be the care, receipt for 
the same shall be delivered to him, which will 
serve as justification whenever required, 

‘The following written information to be handed 
in by the captain — 

Name and nationality of the ship. 

Name of the captain, 

Names of the owners ahd charterers, 

Port of sailing, 

Port of destination, 

Draft of water. 

a emsber of paasngers us ahown by the shipping 


Statement of crew as shown by tho mustorrll 
“analy a aaa aoe Si 
apecly ofthe ai Ing. to the 
seenta aatnel odes ig anneal 
Canal certiGcate or the ship's official papers entn- 
bilshed in eonforwsity with the Rules of the Inter 
" a assembled at Con 
Company determine the hour of 
‘each ship, and her subsequent stop- 
such Manner as tO give full 
‘navigntion, ax well as to ensure 
fan touch ax possible the rapid passage of mall 
Theecfore 90 hi i ight 
teretore no ship can require av a right an 
immediate “a fiche Canal, beliher 
eres ae is connection with any 
‘originating from Ue foregoing exuses. 

Aue Tan shine en entene the Catal tse to 
Mag ete Ainge en fe bon and Peay 
sing in thie ‘ad joo ad 
tetecrterata rd * 
as addition to their two bow anchors, they must 
cary at the wert rey Tr eng athe 
est ofthe plbt 8 song 
inter bea ot aie a hal he ioc 

‘Are & «1. During ® ship's passage 
the Ceaal ube’ tiwt buve'a boos toning: axe 
‘ntainag awa in rendine for eingprompely 
pen to any mooring-post on either ade of the 


$2. The captain is required to establish « 
watch both by'day and nights the men to be in 
readiness to ease away or cut hawsers as may be 
ited. 
very ship made fast on four hawners must 
slacken those moored to leeward, in order to give 
free page fags seus ‘Menches, Hoppe. 
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{an fable trant den, qui se présenteront pour 

$3. La navigation de nuit est autorisée seule- 
ment dans des ens exceptionnels et soas Pentiérs 
responsabilit, prise par éerit par le capitaine, tant 
‘au point de vue des retards, accidents et avaries 
‘queleonques qui pourraient survenir & son navire, 
<q cous qu'il poral cauer x mts nave 
‘engaigs ou au matériel dela Compagnie se trouvant 
dante Canal* on 

‘Pendant Ia mavigntion de nuit, antoride & ces 
conditions, lex navires allureeront leurs feux 
Foglementaices et auront, h avant, an homme en 


“Les naires aetés lant auront& Varant otk 
Teeriére un feu blane et une vigie. 


A Vapproche des remorqucurs,canots k rapeurs, 
portours, etc, ou d'un navire qui serait utorisd & 
ront le olté ol lo 


4 Tout navire h vapeur, remorquewr ou autre, 
dovre’ wifler avant le passage den courbes, 
Vapproche des embareations qu'il devra eroiser oa 
paner, ana gw’ Fopprace lee degucs ou 
autres appareils Hottants qu'il ‘rencont 
fans a mare, | Weir IGreque In woe ne 
sora pas Tibees ra passer, petite vitesse 
ovat ea gare, kn charters emnplerement et 
de trrssetnant long de tou en nave ards 
‘ou en marche, dex portours, dew dragues ¢€ di 
‘natirel fovtant, 

$5, Tout navire qui eraint an abordage ne doit 
pas hésiter & s%chouer pour Wviter, Las fain de 
iwfohouage seront & Ta charge da navire qui 
‘ourit pu eauser Vabordage. 


$6, Lorsque deux navires, marchant en sens 
percevront, ils devront, tovs Jes deux, 
marebe,” chncun serrant la rive 
aie tribord, ou w'arriter, suivant Vavis da 
lites 
§ 7. Hest interdit aux nayires: marchant dans 
{os mime sen de se dépasser dans le Canal. 
Ce mouvement, quand il est nécessaire, se fit 
dane Ie garage, Sons la survellance des employs 
Art. 9. Dans le cas dart obligh et lorsqulan 
‘ne pourra pas atteindre un ‘ce que Von 
dlovra toujours w'efforcer de “thire, le capitaine 
even qmwrrer son noviee, par er deux ex- 
tnimitin, du eb1é de la berge au vent, et prvvenie 
Iinvuintement, le jour par des signaux, la nuit 
par den foux, binsés h Vuvunt ot h Farvibre. 
Kon cus d'échouage, lon agents de ln Cowpagtiie 
uront seule fe droit de preverire toutes lex 
tions de disichouge ot de faire, ou besoin, 
eharger et emorgue le btineny Je tout avec 
le matiriel et lex moyens dont dispore In Com. 
Danie et aux frain du navires & moins qui ne soit 
Rigulidrement proavé quan manque de 
ans le plafond du Canal, ou qu'une fausse indien- 
on de toate donnde par ie pilots came de 
Los its fnin de daéelounge, de remorquage, de 
déchargement, ment sic devront dere 
pays sur état de ls Compagnie, avant te dipart 
dda navire de Sues oa de Port Salil 


and any other craft of a light dmft, that 
shall have to pass her. 
and Naviqstion by night time ia only athoried 
jer exceptional circumstances and under the 
captain's fall responsiblity assumed in writing as 
far as any delas, mishap and damages that mght 
happen to bis own ship are concerned, as well as 
Susans Gans to iia Catone Sal 
‘other ships in transit or to the Company's 
tad plat to be found inthe Canal 
by night ine under the above 
ships must their 
have a man on the look-out 


ight time must show a 
light forward and another aft with the wsoal 
© 


\¢ approach of tags, ateam launc 

ages Bo ot saeeaperenl aa keae 
they must’ show the side for free passage, by 
ceabibiting on auch aide two white lights 


$4. All wleamers, tugs included, most blow 
‘thoir steam whistles when oppronching the curres 
(of the Canal, also when pasing in cither direc: 
tion boats or lighters, dredigers or anything else 
aflonts ‘They must stop when the Canal 

not to be clear. ‘They muat pass along all 

es eae ee 
tinder wei banger, dredgers. wind. a0 
ser uit a reloeal eal 4 


$5. Whenever « collision appears probable no 
ip mut hesitate to take the grou and. thos 
expenses consequent 
ng under these etreumstances shall 
in Gault, 

$6. When two vemels proceeding in an 
opposite direction are in sight of each other, they 
‘ast both decrease their speed and bug the stare 

board sbore or stop if s0 required by the pilot. 


$7. Ships proceeding in the same direetion 
‘not allowed to pass each otber in the Canal. 
‘This move, when necessary, can only be efected 
at the sidings, ander the inmediate management 
‘f the Conal Company's exnployés 
ji. 8. When creumstanes aie tat oben 8 
to stop during ber passage through the 


o 
and when n siding ix not at hand, whieh mus 


always be reached if povsible, the ‘captain must 
make fst ahead and ate othe wear bank 

\awing the proper sige rs andl two li 
by might, forward and aft ax alrecdy tae 

In tho event of «groundings the agente of the 
Company wlone shall have the right to. direct all 
opentions by vice venel toe, bo Socied oll 
agnin, to Gnlowl and tow the vessel as may be 
necessary, by meana of the plant id stock whiel 
the Company has at hand, at the expense of the 
‘veusel, unlexs it be regularly there Wad 
fan insufficient depth of weter In the Conaly of 
that eroaeosdietion Oy the pitt had conned 

eonadiog, 

‘The oresaid qowts of ting, towing, dix 
ehas z, and relowding, &c., must be paid accord 
ing to account oF oxtimate of the Coney 
Telore the departure ofthe ship trom Poe 
or Sues 





1 La uarigaton de ult tp emp Bren dane et Lacs 
Amar wt guns patos Qu cetplinuelwant ot 
nha Sediline a . 


= en Se ee 
re 
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Toute manceavre ayant pour but desayer de 
Gégager on navire choot eat formellement inter- 
Gte aux autres navires en transit. 

Art. 10. Test interdit sux capitaines: 


pont du navire de cbarbons ow autres 
ui changeraient ses bonnes con- 
een cad 


2. De mouiller dans le Canal, sauf en cas de 
force majeure, et sans avis conforie du pilate, 


ines eran ee et eae 

ea ou objets quleonques. 

OA De repicher les cbyets tombs dana le Canal 
Fenerfention directo dee agents de la Co 


Je cas ob un objet quelcongue viendrait 

or ete Camis erton on ser fe 

dintement ao pilote, chars de ta transmettre 
AViagent de Ia station ln plus voinine 


Tue anuvetage ses objete tombs dans le Canal, 
He quelque imanidze qui soit effertad, ext 
fis frais du capitaine, h qui Tes. objets sant 
‘contre remboursement dea dit (ai. 


5, Tl eat formellement intandit et sous peine de 
Poorvuitesjudicinires, A MM, fee capitaines de 
Tavires qui seront dane le Caval ou dans les ports 
ears en dipendan,delaiaertrer des coups de 

de leur bord, 

‘Art. 11.—1. Letonnage net risultant dusyatéeme 
menses wrescrit par Ia Commission Toter 

‘de Constantinople et inscrit. nur Jes cer= 

‘qrelaa dillenéa pat les aotorinGs com= 

ew ou als paper fics de ord ver do 

a di doit spéeial de navigation 

de 10 feet de In vartaxe de 3 fr. dGja noite 
A? fr. 50 0., et de nowyenu reductible aux. 

‘par ta Convention du 21. Février, 1876, 

Approuvie leS0 Mars, 1877, par la Sublime Porte. 


ak 


A est tent compte, dans V'application des taxes, 
Mo toute moiicaor du image net postirieure 
K la délivrance da certificat ou des papiers 


2 Les agents de Ia Compagnie pourront 
“Yassurer si du changement ou des sont 
Iransportcs dans des expaces qai,ainat que Vindique 
le cenificat de townage, n'unt pas été compris dans 
Te tocwarage brot ou qui ont été allouss comme 
Bilvetion pour Vinwtallation de Viquipage aprox 
“fear mosurage, ou qui, #¢ trouvant dans lespace de 
machine, de ta chuniive ou des. sous, ne 

Trartio du tonnage net indiqu’ sur 
enideat. 


Hs x intra vider i won oe ese 

“brent tebe compris dans We tonnage sont pore 
ete suse vont cazieonet dhermsose. 

‘navire non ‘d'un certifient spécial 

“01 de papers icicle de bord donnant le tonnage 

“Ret prencrit par In Commission de Constantinople, 

Aera'mmesurd par les agents de 1a Compagnie, con- 

a eux rigs de Coostantinople 
litters sex droite d'n ee mosurage, Jusqu’ 

Brel peslaieen coribon optaal demanet don 

PSstornia de son pays. 


ject of help 
refloat a grounded vessel are formally protibited 
to other ships in transit. 

Art 10. The following prohibitions are hereby 
notified = ' 

1. ‘The overloading of the deck, before entering 
the Canal, with coals or otber merchandise to 
och an extent as to compromise the general 
stability of the vessel. 

2, The anchoring of a ship in the Canal 
except through unavoidable cireumstanies and 
‘then only with the consent of the pilot. 

‘3. Throwing into. the Canal ear 
cinders or material of any kind, 

4. Picking up, withoot the direst 


of the Company's agents, anything i 
fallen inta the Cann. 

Should any material of whatever Kind fall 
‘overboard, the circumstances are to ba immediately 
made known ta the pilot, who is instructed to 
‘transmit soch information to the Company's ngent 
at the nearest station. 

‘The recovery of all waterial tht has fallen into 
the Canal. whatever may be the attendant cirewnn- 
stances, shall be carried out at the expense of the 

i ch oatrial will be restored 
ppenses are pais thereon. 

5, Ten exprvay Tren, on Feaalty 
‘of legal procoedings, to masters of lips while in 
the Gander inthe ports ot sage Uereunto 
appertaining, wallow sot being fire from beard 


fi Lew. ‘The net tonnage resulting from 
the eyatem of meanurement Inid down by the 
Intemational Commission of Constantinople and 
insoribed on the certificates isaved by the 
competent ative or on tbe ship otal 
papers is the banis for levying the special navigne 
Bon due of 10 fr-and the surtax of 3 fry already 
reduced to 2 fr 60 es and further reducible at the 
tipulated by the Convention of 21st Fob 
Tarr, 1876, approved of the 30th March, 1877; 
by the Sublime Porte,* 
Ty levying the dues, any alterntion of net 
alwequent to the delivory of the nbove- 
mentioned certificate or papers, shall be taken 
into recount, 
2. "The Canal mathortn may amertain eter 
oF pamengers are carried. in aly” spaces 
‘hich, an shown bythe scectibeata of tonnage, 
have not been included in the; measurements, 
or which were allowed as deductions for the 
Accommodation ofthe exew after inewsrement ar 
which being within the engine, boiler or bunker 
form no part of the net tonnage showa on 
aoe rify whether all the 
may verify luther al the mpaoos 
whieh nah wo tie lachoded in the onnnge are 
a = the certificnte and arv exactly deter- 
Every vane ot provided with speci 
scetifleate or oficial papers giving nage 
Ind down by. the Constantinople Commision, 
shall bo meavared by the Company's agents in 
conformity with the Constantin ral end 
shall pay her dues sceoring to xuch mesurement, 
‘until uhe produces a special certificate from the 
buthorities of her own Gountry. 


Eeniimenereaieeaes 
eee eee 
pineeaeen 

te ee as ne 
annvo haan yest 
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4. Les bitiments de guerre, les bitiments con- 
struits ow nolivis pour le transport des troupes 
et les bitiments sur lest sont exempts dela 
surtaxe; ils poient le droit apécial de navigation 
de 10 ff. par tonne sur le tonnage net défini par 
1a Commission de Constantinople. 

5, Nest pas cosidée come sur lest tout 
ravire transportant des ‘ow des passers, 
‘ou transportant dans ses cales du charbon ou dea 
marchandies queleonques en quelle quantité que 


Pet passager 
6. de 10 fr. par téte de 

tudulte ow de & fr. par téte de passager de trois 
douse ans, ainsi que le droit de transit, sont. pay- 


‘blen dfavaaice & Hentrée de Port Sald ou de Sock 


4 Feber de sacionemet ou am 
rt Suid, & Ismailia et devant le terre-plein de 
tn Compagnie k Sues sont fits 82 epee jour et 
poe capris wn fae de ti Sarme heures: 
nace oa Copitaine de. port et 
guele que scit is dutte du Stionnamant, Ces 
frais sont exigibles tous les dix jours 
8, Lea erreurs dans ta déelaration du tonnage 
ou ane ta preception “dew droits derront tee 
reotiées dann Te tooin qui suivrn le passage du 
navire. Apris oe délai, les rectifications ne seront 
pas anny cure appli emunde da tart 
he pourra jae. tre tavoquée 4 tre 
cident conize la Compagnia.” a 


Dispositions Transitoires. 


Th sera porgu sur jue tonne de registre net 
dos navires dont eae, eee ae 
machines ont de diterminées d'aprie le para 
pp. A de te Clause 23, qui définit la 
3 de ta Loi Angie ia, our Ta taxe de 
des navites qui ne sont pas 
‘ tens par Popa a 
au for ion 
ates us Mane la tn 
net ext déternint uragraphe Ade 
Clause 23 de Ia i ay prvcites is 

‘icront, outre le tne de 10 fr. une surtane de 4 

tone sur ce tonnage net, 

Art 1h, Low frais de remorquage dans te Canal 

service de la Compagnie soot fixés ainsi 


ts 
Pour lex volliers 


ofr. 
Le t 
oasis 


nugeant 400 tonnes et aus 
dessouy 1,200 fs pour lew woiliersjaugeant plas 
dde 400 tonnes 1,200 fe, pour lex 400 premiitres 
tonnes et 2 fr. 50 e. pour chaque tonne en nus. 

Poar los steamers jaugeant plus de 400 tonnes, 
2 fr. par tonne, sine distinotion, sur tout le 
fonnage:, mais & la condition de conserver: leur 
‘machine fonetonnant ou préte k fonetionner pour 
see ao remorqueur. 

‘Lees xtonmiers jaugeant moins de 400 tonnes, 
‘et ceux qui ne voudront pax donner Vaile do leur 
‘machine, payeront crmme lex voiliers. 


Les frais de remorqunge se rade par te service 


Rtas hoacinas si pa eso 
ae een 
fo eilaeitt ha tate Conners 
Ser tnoe eee eee 


dae dL Java, 1879 a vir porta 
conitat rasta ae cal Gree 
‘awe t' ene ee ot de 


4. Vessels of war, vessels constructed of 
chartered for the transport. of troops, and weasel 
it belle, are exempted from, the arta oe 
Remy ae 
Seen eae 
ere 

ae 
ieee Lamas Ss eas 
“rio quantity is not considered as being it 


6. The charge of 10 fr. per passenger 
twelve years of age or of 5 fr. per passenger 0a 
three 10 twelve seare old, as well an the 

‘dues, most be prepaid on entering the Canal 


7. The berth 
Sold, Inman, and, 
bankment at Suez are per 
ton after « stay of twenty-four bourt and! for 

ited time, the berth of the abip b 
amsigned to her by the harbour-master, Tht 
‘amount will be collected every ten days. 

8. Errors in the declaration of tonnage or i 
the lexying of the duex must be reetified within 
month after the ship's pasaage th 
After this day rectification will not 


determined under paragen 


‘the British Aet of 1854 detining Rule 


Danube sie of dtr net tounage 
i determined secoring to of Clavie | 
43 of the above-named ‘Brian sal 
Pay over and abvve the tts of 10 fi, 

tow on theie net tonnage, 

Art{f. The charges for townge in the Cansll 
by the working stock the Company ar xed at 

For smiling vessels mensuring 400 tons and 
under, 1,200 ff; for sailing vessels measuring 
shore $00 0m 1.20 ff the st 400 tm 
fond 21 fe for every surpl ton. 

For scamers measuring above 400 tons, 2 fe 
per ton, without any distinetion, upon their whole 
fonnage, but on the condition that they we thelt 
propelling power, of keep it in readiness (@f 
‘siting the t 

‘Steamers measuring under 400 tone, ale 
steamers not int to give the assistance a 
the propeling power will ps the same a sai 
vemel 
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In Compagnie sont fixées, pour les navires qui 
9 feroot la demande, comme suit? 

Poar ley navires & vapeur ou voiles, sans 
fimtnction, le tarif est de 250. par tonne de 
Hounaze net poar le trajet entre les basis et 
Mextrémité des jetées ou réciproquement, la 
tomme pergue ie devant pas étre inférieare & 
W fr. 

Pour le remorquage & plus grande distance, il 
st tried de grok gre, 

En cas d’arrét forcé ow d'échouage dans le 
‘Canal oo dans les ports en dépendant, lex agentx 

Compagnie auront le drvitd'envover dotfice 
Un remorqaeur pour dézager le chenal et éviter 
u retard aux autees vires, le tout @ux frais du 
Raving, ainsi qu'il ext dit d I'Article 9, 


Dans ces conditions, ls journée dé cae dan 
Pemoequeur de premibre wir douse heures: 
endo 1800 en 

Celle d'un ‘remoryueut de 

neconde classe, de. «= 800 ” 
Toute journée commencte comptera entivre. 


Longue le navire aura été dégags 
tu route remorquée il devrs, en outre, acquit les 
D fix de remorquage caps le tare 


Longo’an 
Tarun remmoroeors le prix de conrayage ser de 
200 fr. par jour, pour un reeorquent de pr 
tame, et de 800 fr, 


wire, demandera A fre concord 


Poute, einque fi 
havire ext temwqué aur UN PARANA 
Be distance d'un garago & Vautrey Top 
Femorquage pourra tire exigl Ala piace du pri 
Me convovagk 2 
emorquage ou le convoyage n'sura 
oes “ron tt ser a0 
‘attache du remorqueur 
Premite cismt 600 fr da. tecrmryuetr Ue 
Seconde classe, 400 fr, et il ne sera pergu que 
Inoitié da prix total pour le remvorquage, — Auedine 
Autre division que celle de Ta moitié no scrn 
Mimise, "La moitié du parcours du Canal ¥entend 
‘entre Temailia et Port Sais! dan odd, Tstmailia ot 
Buox de Vautre obi. 
"Tout navire remoros dovra fournir gos amarres. 
Ti sera traité degre fk grt et A forlit poor le 
enorginge des monitors chalands chargés oa non 
% engins iettants queleonques 


Ley arinateors sont antonids & fare remorquer 
faire convoyer eure savires par des remor 
Aoeurs & eux et sous leur entiéee responsabilitd. 


Cox remorquenrs devront tere agrééa par ta 
Corapaguie du Cara : 

Tee taries rng cw onto par de 
emorqveurs appartenant hk Jeury” armateur, 
Imyeroat 50 cc par tonne pour droit da’ remor: 


yo'lls remorquervnt ow 


remnorqucurs. lor 
le leurs armateurs, ne 


tonroleront. ies navires 
rout sournis& abeane ta 
Lonqu'ils traverscrout le Canal soit pour aller 
ean des iron do learn arattes q's 
 remorqucr ot convoyer, sit rigagnant 

‘her rlsidonce apets les avait & con 
ores, iy ne scront pas soumis au payement da 
droit spécial de navigation, mais ils payeront les 

(527) 


‘working stock of the Company, on ships applying 
for such service, are fixed s follows = e 

For steamers oF sailing ship, without distine- 
tion, the tariffs 25 c. per ton of net tonnage, for 
the” distance ‘Between the inner bana and’ the 
end of the jetties and reciprocally: the amount 
levied never to he under $0 fr. 


For towage to a greater distance the amount 
shall be settled by private agreement. 
Tn the event of sory sto 
in the Canal or in the ports t 
the azents of the Company: 
tf employ, of thei own ate 
passage, and thus ara 


nto 
sppertai 
Ihave the righ 
tg to reestablish a 
laying other vessels all ; 
by the ships thus assisted, in conformity. with 
Article 9. 

The charge under the circumstances riow 
escribed ill be for every twelve hours: 

Attug of the first css. 1,200fr. 


» second clase .. 800 
diy begun to be reckoned a» n whole 


Rveey 


Thenover a. ahip shall have ‘teen Aonted off, 
‘continued her route under tow af a tug, 
mut in addition defray the services of the tug 

soconing to the tariff of changes, 

‘Whon a ship shall require tug to accompany 
hoor, the charge for such sorvicos will be 1,200 fr. 
vg of the first elhws be employed sme #00 
lay for a tug of the wecond clans. In the event 
stoppage the tog will render assistance in 
getting the vessel uuder weigh, each time that it 
may be necessary, 1 the vessel in towed any 

fiance exceeding that of one sation fro 
the change for towage may be demanded 

Of the tariff fixed for necompanylng hi 


It is hereby provided that when a tug sbiall 
iy bare soclatpuaied or Wed 5 Yee 
b i ot ‘the length of the Canal, 600 fr. shall be 
levi for the ret an 
400 fr, for a second class tug, and one-half only 
Othe total wage. des shalt be sliarged, NO 
‘other division than that of half shall be allowed ; 
from Jamafis to Port Sal being considered ose 
half on one side and from Inmailia to Suck the 
other half, on the ather side, 

‘AM sips owed must furiah thelr own wneps, 

For the towing of monitors, loaded or empty 
Aghters, aod other exceptional vessels, arrange- 
‘ments by contract to be ‘made by private agree- 
tment, 

T are authorized to have their vessels 
toned avd taconapaniéd. ¥y thal ova Neue bigs: 
I respoomiley connected with. uch nets 
evciring upon themselves 

‘Buch tuge are to be approved of by Ube Canal 
Company 
Slips towed ee hccompaniod by tage belonging 
te their owners wil py 40 «per ton a tomage 
aes. 


Sooh tags, whenever ee tow 6 accom. 

27 vowel beloeging to Usk owe proper Ceaers, 
Valeacericemen 

1 aYbeneter the shall go trough the Canal or 
the purport of foeting vena of their owner, 
which they arp entitled to tow or seoompany, or 
Cihervie’ etorning' to" theltwranlrsidebos 
after having towed or accompanied them through, 

, nor bembaitel to payment of he 
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ras de plotage et seont tenes dace an plate 

Tis seront soumis au payement du droit de sta- 
tionnement.. 

Tis ne. devront transporter ni ni 
marchandies; Ia présence constatée & bord, de 
passages ou de marchandises, entrainersit pour 
fax Te poyement de tous les droits et frais aux- 
(uels sont soumis les navires en transit, 

Loraque ces remorqueurs seront employés au 
remorgaage ou au convoyage do navires wutres 
aque ceux de leurs armateurs ils seront soumis au 
Pavement des mémes droits et frais que les navires 
on transit. 

En dehors du traitement spécial spéciGé par le 
présent Article, les remorquears appertenant aux 
rmatcurs seront sousiis h Vobservation de tous 
lew autres articles di rézlement copeeroant les 
havies en transit oes satconerent 

‘Art 19, Les frais de pilotage pour la traverée 
du Caval sont pegusrelaivement na trent eas; 
ils sont fixés cornme suit i— 

Pour tee navires culant jusqu'’ 3 métres, 5 fe, 
par chaque décimitre denfoncersent ; 

Pour ler naxires calant de 3 mitres & 4:50 
imbtees 10 fe, par décimétre 5 

Pour les tanvires ealant de 430 mitres A 6 
amitres 15 fr. par décimétre 

Tes navires calant do G mbtres i 750 
anitvos 20 fr. par décimbie, 

‘Les fraisdepilotagodantrée dane le port de Port 
Suid et de sortie ds ce port sant fixie coramne nuts — 

Pilotage de Jour:—Vapeurs 25 fr: voillers, 
role. 

Pilotage de nuit avant le lever eta 
cher dua soleil =Vapeury 60 fr. vol 

‘Le pavement da droit de pilotage dentrée dane 
Te port de Port-Sald et de sortic de ee port est 
obitgatoire pour tout navire d'un jaugeage aupé- 


Ye cou 


tions commerciales qu’ils purront y thre, retise 
totale des frais de pilouge dentele de jour ov 
reinise de woltié dex frain d'entrée de nuit leur 
Toraque. day leur entrée dane te pert, 
quia doivent trnnsiter aun ét6 faite, 
foit au pilote mis & bord, soit & Magence de la 


Compagnie. 
‘A dat de catte déclarntion, lev die frais. de 
pilotage deatrie dans le port applicables aux 
{res non-transiteurs sero Peres. 
Les frais de pllotage de nuit pour Pentede et ly 
sortio du port de Port-Sald sont fixés comme wit 
pour les navires qui tranaitent :— 


Le pilote, ganié & bord en cas de stationne- 
ment, setw faye 20 fr. par our.* 

‘Compagnie regoit dans ses caixses, 
A Para, direetement oa parles itermédiairesque les 
rnatetuta voudront ebosie Aeurs risques et perils, 
‘sommes que len expéaditeure de navires désirent 
favnnce en iecompte des droits de transit 

ft nutres fain prévus an présent vent. 
En recovnnt ey sommes en VAdasinis 
tration de Paris delivre un requ que fe eapitaine 


special navigation dues, bat they will be obliged 
40 pay pilotage does and take» pilot on board 
ugs in question are subject to hertbing dues. 
gers is pro 


Any tof goods oF 
ibited to them the fact of having om. bean 
passengers or goods would entail upon them 
payment ofall dues and charges to which ships ia 
fransit are subject. 

Whenever said tugs aball be used for towing of 
accompanying vestels not belonging to their o#8 

fovnery the same dues and charges sball 

[e'Evic on them as on shipe in transit. 


Resides the special treatment specified by the 
present Article, togs belonging to private owners 
shall be subject to the strict observance of tht 
present regulations conceming vessels berthing of 
fm transit. 

Art. 13. The for traversing: 
the Canal are levi acomling to draft of wut 

‘Al ahips whose deaft of water is 3 meters of 
under, & fr. for each decimetre of immersion 5 

‘All ships deawing from 3 metres to 4°30 metres, 
10 fr. per decimetre 5 

‘All ships dinving from 4°50 metres to 6 metre 
18 fr. per decimetre; 

All ships deawing from 6 metres to 7-30 meteem, 
20 f. pe deinen Z 

lotage charges for entering the port of Porte 

Sa and levig the se ere hued os follows 

¥ y-time >—Stenmmers, 25 fe; sale 
ing ships, 10 fr 

Pilotage by night-time, before sunrise and aftee 

—Steuiners, 0 5 ailing ship 20 fr 

‘The payment of the pilotage eharge for enter= 
ing the port of Port-Sald and leaving the same i 
compalsaty on every ship) measuring 100 too 


(groae ans . 

‘Wiatever length of tine ships may stay in 
baea of Fora ed Tebatever cossne 
operations 
will be made of the pilotage charges for day-time: 
tntranee, or reinion of ball Ube charge fo i 
timneentranee, ‘that immediately on arriedl 

‘port it he declared either to the pilut in charge of 

the Company's agency that they are inte 
Me detect of such detaricon, otage 7 
fn default of sue tion, pil 

hee cts eeeeela es eae 
ing vessels sll be levied. j 

"The charge for pilotage by night-time on «ater 
oa pas at ania oF leaving the same 

red follows for forming the passage 
tee 

Steamer 28 

ig ships 10 fe. 

20 fr. is levied for pilots kept on board 

in ease of berthing,* 
their 


through the mediam of agents employed by ahi 

wr ntereviie sed pel 
“The Administration in Paris will give, on. Fe 

ceiving such amounts in deposit, receipts of MM 





are incloted semanersio $F 
ices, 


ay oes 
vl ane 
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sme arcent, aux agents chargis, en 
Egypte, do percevou les droite. 


‘Les agents chargés de la perception des droits, 
cc Bese, sont en outs, anton pout 
trevires don les armateurs auront dépowt davance, 
la cainse de la Compagnie, & Paris, lea droits de 
tramit, 4 recevoir, comme payement complémen- 
tire des frais de pilotage et autres, une traite & 
‘6 du capithine tar Yarmatear pour rglement 


Bani ca 08 ep ts davance ne 
seraient pas efectoés, A Paris, assea & temps pour 
‘que Ia remise du repw puiste dre fate au eapitaine, 
compagnie avise tlégraphiquement ses agents, 
en Egypte, des sommes versées, & charge, par les 
aroateurs, de remboarser le cofit da télégranme. 
Cette demnidre clause est dialement applicable 
aux payements fits, & Paris, pour les navires 
‘venant d’au dela de Sues 
Paci, le 12 Mars, 1878, 
Te Prisident Directeur, 
Gigné) Fnxo. 


Provisoirement et jasqu’d nouvel ordre, lea 
navires, mabones, chalands et barques, soit yenant 
far feat ow h vide de Port-Seid & destination 
Viswaitla et recournant Ismailia & Port-Said 
tree dea charpeents de pris ndighne, wt 
ipportant de Port-Said h Ismailia des ebange- 
ments & destination des provinces de la Basse- 
Faypte voisinee du Canal et retournant & vide ou 
sor lest 'fsinaitia & Port-Said, seront exempts, 
soit A aller soit wu retour, sue Hest ou A-vide, du 
roit «pécial de navigation, et me seront scams 

au payement de 5 fr. par tonne, plus la surtaxe 

ixve jar la Commission de Constantinople, repr 
senitant Ye droit spécial dle navigation sur demi- 
‘parcours du Canal, pour leur traversée en charge, 
Allee ov retour, 

Te payenent de co droit devra dire effectad 
avant {entrée dans le Canal dex navites, mahiones, 
‘thalands 0 barguca, Joris enteont ur lent 
‘oa A vide, pour aller prendro dox chargenvents 
produits indigboos & Tnanailia, comme lorsqu'ils 
enteeront charges: 

Pour lon droite ow fala wutres que Je droit 
Spécial dea (atationnement, pilotage, 
Temorqaage, ete), ces navires, malones, chalands 
‘ou barques. devront les payer intégralement, 


me Lesanes. 


Katrait du Rapport Final réswmant les Travaux 
de ‘ts Commision Internationale por le 
Tonnage, ranie & Constantinople, en 1873. 


(Procte-verbal XX1, Annese 1) 
Avi, 


ike par Ja Sublime Porte & exprimer un 

‘de perception applicable au Canal 

‘en vertu ‘du contrat le concession, di 

Firman de 1866 et des lettres. Vinirielles du. 17 

-al-ewel et du 6 Djemazi-ul-abir, 1200, et 

conformant ay désir exprimé dans Ia letire 

iresabe le 9 Dicembre, 1873, par Son Excellence 

Rachid Pacha, Ministre des Affaires, Etrangires 

e Turquie, & von Excellence Edhem Pacha, Prési- 
dent de la Commission ; 


same, which ean be handed over as cash to, the 
Company's agents in Exypt entitled to collect 
the dues 


The Company's agents entitled to collect the 
dues in Egypt are, moreover, emi with re 
pect to ships whore encrs have made the above 
Payments for transit in advance in Paris at the 
Company's cash office, to accept the captain's draft 
at sight on the owners for any balance that may 
thedve for pilotage and other charges. 


In the event of payments in advance not being 
efit in tne to remit repr thereat to tht 
‘captains, the Company will inform by: telegra 
See Satter te caoess wo al 
‘The cost of telegrams to he defrayed by the ship 

“Thie last clause is equally applicable to pay- 
ments in advance made in Paris for dues of ships 
‘coming from beyond or eastward of Sues. 

Pars, March 12, 1878. 

(Signed) | Faen. pn Lessees. 
President Director. 


Provisionally and until further orlers, ships, 
barge, ites and other ea ee coming in 
ballast or empty from Port-Said under onders for 
Taman or rettnig from Iai to Port Sid 

‘cargoes of tative produce ; oF bringing from 
Fore Sci ts oman frgees Cound ta cite 
of Lower Hgyot neat tothe Canal and returing 
tempts oF in ballast from Ismailia to Port-Said, 
shall be exempted, either outward. or homeward 
ound, whetbar they be empty or in ballast, from 
the special navigution dues, and shall only be 
subject to the payment of & fr, per ton and of the 
trurtax settled by the Constantinople Commision, 
Tepresonting the special navigation dacs on ball 
the length of the Canal for their passage when 
Jonded outward or homeward hound. 

‘Such toll Is to be prepaid when sald. ships, 
‘barges, lighters ot other erat enter the Canal in 
ballast of empty to go nnd take cargo of native 
‘produce at Ismailia ax well as when loaded, 


‘As regards dacs or charges other than the 
Jal nav cy (ety ering lates 
shipn, barges lighters oF 
et eth are toad bo pe thes eb 


Betract from Use Final Report summing up the 
Proce te Interatonl Tina Com 
tion seme at Constantinople n 1873, 


Minute of Proceedings XX, Appendix 1) 
Opinion, 

Being invited by the Sublime Porte to express 
‘an opinion upon the system of levying dues on the 
Suer Canal under the deed of concession, the 
Firman of 1866, and the Viririal letters of the 
17th Djemazi-ul-Ewel and 6th Djemai-ul-Ahie, 
1290, and in conformity with the desire expressed 
in the letter of His Excellency Raschid Pasha, 
‘Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs, of the 9th 


December, 1873, t0 Tis Exeellenoy Ediem Pash 
President of the Commission; id 
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Se référant, d'une part, Paste de concession de 
Ventreprise du Canal de Suez, lequel acte doit 


‘autre part, pour Papplication des 
prescriptions ‘de ect acte, aux principes généraax 
st aux rigles de jangeage, tls que la Commission, 
Internationale les w precédemment dctermings; 


La Commission est davis qu'on peut nigler le 
mode de cette perception par une transaction, dont 
les dispositions sont les suivantes:— 


Navies jaugle dapria le nystime Moorsom, 


1. Tl aera perya sar chaque tonne de registre 
vires dont Jes. deductions p 
nt été déterminges dy 
23, qui définit Ia Ragle 3. de I 
de 1854, outre la taxe de 10 fr, une 


Cette surtaxe sem riduite A 3 fe. pour 

it 40P 908 piers 

sana cai a ong 

lu syatime do jaugeaze recommands par 

Ia Commlasion Internationale, lequel formers Ia 

base de la perception de ta taxe et de Ia murtaxe, 

3. Heat entenda quo lee navires qui sont déja 

measure Taped Velternative poste par la Com 

(1) de Inclause 

prieitie de ta Lai 4, aaron 

cquitter, dix & privent, qae la xartaxe de 

PP tonneau de relate net, sous a condition que 
le diductions pour In machine et le combust 
nfexodderont pas 60 pour e¢nt da tonnage brat. 


Navires jangle Waprhs wn autre aystime que celui 
de Moorsom. 


4. Le tonnage brut dex maviros qui ne sont 
niga Dupree fo aystéme Mooron, sera roto 
fu tounage de ve aystime par Vapplication des 
facteurs du baréqve dit BaseDanabe et leur tonnage 
net nora déterminé daprow lo § (A) de la Clause 
8 prieitée, Ts payeroot, ovtee In taxe de 10 
fr, une aurtaxe de 4 fr. par tonne aur ce tonnage 
net. 


Digpontion commune tons ler navres. 


seen progressive 
frowns chaprts npltises i pavers Sa Ghve= 
Phement tonnage. 08 des nares tats 
lloment par fe Comal, et de manidre ne 
Bes pereevolr ti 
fe 10 fr pat t 
pur ls paper da bards 
rv ales pent ae année, 200,000 tonnes 
ae Fonnige et de rere : 
Lan Gheroinant a wurtaxe suivrn les pro- 
fornia shapeter 
‘Ausatde que fe tonnage net sure atteine to 
hte te 2,100,000 tonnes pendant une and, la 
‘erapagnie ne pourra, partir de Tannée suivante, 
percevair la surtaye quis raison de 35 ff. par 
Lr 
A tir de Vannée qui suivra celle durant 
laquelle te : 


2,200,000 
tonnes, la surtate ne vera plus que de 2 ff. par 
tonne, et sinal de suite, chaque augmentation de 


Referring, on the one hand, to the act of con 
cession for the undertaking of the Suez Cansl, 
Which concession is to remain antouched ; 


Referring, on the other hand, with a view to the 
application of the provisions of that act, to the 

Pineiples and rales of measiement 
id down by the Interuational Com 


general 
already 
mission 5 
‘The Commission is of opinion that auch system 
of levying the dues may be reguated by a 
arrangement upon the following banes:— 


‘Shipa meanured according to Mooevom’e nytem. 


1. A surtas of 4 fr, in addition to the tax of 
10 fr shall be levied per net register ton om 
steamery whenever the deductions due to engines 
hare been, determined under § (A) of Ch 
23 of the British Act of 1854, defining Rule 3 


2. This wurtax shall he reduced to 3 fe for every 
vessel which aba hay 
‘OF annexed to these papers the pet 
ing from the system of measuren 
Jyy the International Comminsin, 
the basi forthe levying ofthe tn 
3. It is to be understood that 


present time to only's surtax of 3 fe 
ovided that the edu 
fuel shall 


Shipe meanured wusler any system other then that 
of Moorsom. 


4. Grom tonnage of ships not _meawured under 
Moorsoai'saystem shall be brought into accordance 
‘with that system by the appliention of the Lower 
Danube sele of factrn, and their owt tonnage 
shall be determined seconling to § (A) of 
above-named Chiuse 23. Thess veuels  sball 
Day, over and abore the tax of 10 fr,» surtax of 
4 fe per ton on their net tonnage. 


Provirion common to all ships 


5, The surtax of 3 fe por net register ton shall 
be progresively reduced In the pa portions herein 
ater specied tcurng the dereopment af the 
wrounge of ships passing throuzh 

vd all ase altgether 0 soon ax he 
sald tonnage stated by the papers. shall have 
Yerehed in any one year 2,000,000 net regislee 
tons, when the original maxioum tax of 10 fe 
Det ton ony shall become applicable. 


‘The diminution of the surtax shall be as follows! 


So soon asthe net tannage sha reach 2,100,000 
tons within one year, the Company shall levy a 
Ae fllowing year the saras of 4 fr. per tm 
only. 


When the net tonnage shall hare reached 
2,200,000 tons within ove year, the year follow 
ing the marta shall not excel 2 fr per tom ad 
80 on; so that each successive annual increase of 


185 


100,000 tonnes pour une année entrainant tne 
timination de rartaxe de 50 c-par tonne pendant 
Vannée soivante, de tale sorte qu’si moment oit 
Jo net tonnage aura attcint 2,600,000. tonnes 
[pendant une année, la surtaxe sera définitivement 
supprimée et Ia taxe ne dépassera plas le chiire 
maximum de 10 fr. par tonne de registre net. 

Test ben ented on du tonnage net 

1. Qu'au eas oi Paxigmentation du tonnage 
raliage pendant une année it 100,000 
tonnes, la surtaxe décroltrait pendant Vannée 
suivante Paatant de fois 50 e. par tonne qu'il se 
serait produit de fois 100,000 tonnes de plos 

2. Giune fois que Ia surtaxe aura été diminuée 
‘ou abolic, d'spris les conditions qu’on vient de 
Airy ‘acne Hagmentation ov réimpositon ne 
‘pourra avoir lieu, méme si le tonnage de transit 
‘enait de nouveau & descendre ; 

‘5. Que année mentionnée plus hast commence 
Je Ler Janvier, nouveau style; 


6, La btiments de guerre, les hitiments con 
struite ou nolinge pour lo tranaport des troupes et 
len bitiments sur lest seront exemptés de toute 
aurtaxe, ils ne seront pas soumnis A une taxe 
optricnre au maximum de 10 fr par tonne, qui 
sera prélevée aur le tonnage net de rogiatre. 


Conention du 21 Fierce, 1876, route le 
30 Mars, 1877, par la Sublime Porte 


Entre M. Ferlinand do Lesseps, G.C.81., 
Ke. Ke Prévident Directeur de la Compagnie 
Usiversdle du Canal Maritime de Suen ayant 
pileins pouvoirs du Conseil Administration, d'une 


me M. le Colonel John Stokes, C.B., Mo. fo... 
Astoria! par le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté 
Biitannique, d'autre pare, 

A 448 conven ce qui suits 


ARTICLE I. 


Mf, de Leasepa sengage faire accepter d'arnnce 
is dhe Ceospagets nt ce quis 46 itd 
antinople. eetivement A la question de 

tounage pour lo tarif detrnnsit pat Te dit Canal de 
‘Sues. conformément aa pis final de la Com- 
mission Internationale do 18 Décembre, 1573, 
fc ndopad par a Porte Ottomans. 


ARTICLE I. 


Ben delnnge de exit cation, le Goarere. 
merit Britannique se chanze tions. gel 
‘aront pene Se glioma apeaio 
Sete nr Fabainement ls wvtaxe ar 
Atrangement en vertu presier sbaime- 
frente 50. commencersit le 1 Janvier, 18775 
Ie'flexitrme abuissernent de 50 cy le 1 Janvier, 
Yet; le tnvaitme, fel Janvier, T8815 le 

Ke, le 1 Janvier, 1862; le cinguitme, le 
Tamer, 18835, c¢ le sisibme, le 1 Janvier, 
Asst. De sete qua parte Je cette dernitre date 
Leyurtace sera dteimte et le maximum de 10 fr 
Per tonne du tontage net officiel serait seul 
Prleré. 
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100,000 tons shall entail successive diminution 
of 50 eof the surtax for the year following, and 
when during any one year the net tonnage shall 
have ‘2,600,000 tons, the sartax shall be 
‘entirely abolished, and the original tax not ex- 
ceeding 10 ff. per net ton shall be reverted to. 


Itis clearly to be understood: 
1, "That whenever the increase of net tonnage 
within any one. year shall exceed 100,000 tons, 
he surtax during the year following shall be 
inisbed by 50 c. per ton in respect of each 
excess of 100,000 tons 
4. ‘That once the surtax shall have been 
diminished oF abolished as provided above, no 
cerease oF oe be allowed even i the 
‘amount of ton ing through the 
shoul allot 
3. ‘That the Ist January (new style) shall be 
takin an the commencenent of each year for the 
ve 5 
3 Vessla of wary vesels constrcted or char 
tered for the tmusport of troops, ond vessels in 
Vallaat, shall be exenny F 
shail pay no higher dues than the maximum tax 
of 10 fr. per not reginter ton, 


Convention of February 21, 1876, approved of the 
900) Mook TST, bythe Bee lh 


following has been agreed to hetwoen— 
Teaseps, G.CS.L, Rey Ac, President 
inector of the Universal Company of the Mari- 
tine Suen Canal, furnished with full powers fram 

cilof Adosinistration, on the one part, 
‘ohn Stokes, C.B, eu &e, m= 
Tisitannle Majesty's Government, 

‘the other part: 


ARTICLE 1, 


M. de ‘engages to induce the axid Com- 
pany to accept eforehand all dat was site st 

Constantinople relative to the question of tonnage 
1 rege te transit rif by the a Suet Canal, 
1m conformity with the final report of the Inter- 
‘national Commission of 18th December, 1873, 
‘hich was adopted by the Ottoman Porte. 


ARTICLE 11. 


In return for this declaration the British Go- 
‘vernment will undertake to negotiate, with a view 
‘to substitute for the present dispositions relative 
1 the desrease of the surtax, aN arrangenrent 
virtue of which the first decrease of 50 c. sha 

i ie dJanaary, 18775 the pond de- 

i UBT 5 the 

my 1881; the four on the 
‘he Bh on the 1st January, 
‘on the lat January, 1884; 
utter date the surtax would he 
‘maximum of 10 fr. per ton 
tonnage would alone be levied. 


3B 
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ARTICLE IIL. 


M. de Lesseps prend Vengagement que la Com- 
pagnic exdcutera les travanx extraordinaires de 
Construction en debors des travaux d'entretien 
ordinaire, pour une souime de 1,000,000 fr par an 
pendant Erente ans. 


ARTICLE IV. 


Aussitdt que le Gouvernement Britannique stra 
fait connaitre & M, de Lesseps le résultat frvorable 
de In ngociation dowt il agit Arie 1 
i, sep retirera toutes sea proter- 

tationy contre la Pore Ottomands 
Fait au Cairo, en double original, le 21 
Fivrien, 1876, 
(Sign) FERD. DE. LESSEPS. 

J. STOKES. 


Katrait deo Rigles de Ji 
{a Commision Interna 
4 Constantinople en 1833, 


recommandéer par 
he Tonnage, réanie 


(Procts-Verbal XX1, Annexe 2) 
Principes Gindrans, 


1, Le tonnage brut ou Ia capacté totale den 
ravines comprond Ie menurage exact de tous les 
expaces (oans en exeopter aucun) qul se trourent 
au-dessous du pont supérieur alnal que de ceux 
mpi dane totes ea constrctions peruaenten 
ouverten et closes sur ce pont, 

‘Note-Par consteuctioos permanente couvertes 
ct closes sur le pont sopéricur, on doit entendre 
fovten elle qut constituent. den expaces limites 
par des ponts ou couvertares et des clolsons fixes 
Er ropréaentent une augmentation de eapacité qui 
pourrait tere utilise pour Varrimage dee marebane 
dives ov pour le logement et ln commodité des 
pamagers et du personnel du bord. Ainxi une 
Duvertore,qveleonque ou plusieurs ouvertures sat 
sire ion sonra a i 
1 une loterruption du pant ou le manque d'une 
partie de elu, ne Ter om pas dere 
Comprises dans Te tonnage brut, ai, aprie le 
tuovarnge, ellen penvent Gtr faclement closes et 
rena le appropies ‘transport de 
Tarchandlses & pagers. 

Mais les espaces sous des toitures d’abri sans 
“Afautees lene avee le corps du navire que Tea sup- 
ports ncemairesh leur soli qui ne constituent 
fox des expacen limitis et qui nont expor's d'une 

‘Permanente aux intecopéries eth la mer, 
fhe seront pan comps dans le tonnage brut, bien 
fue com fatarespubsent serve 
Fomames de Téquipage, len passagers de pone et 
tnime les marchandises appelées cargaivone de 
pont (deck fads); 

2. Las eargaisous de pout (deck Woads) ne sont 
pos comprises dans le mesurage; 

5S Takcopnes clos deatines on pourant nervir 
peepee arnt ps ‘du tonnage 

iby 

“L Pour lex soutes 2 chirbon, on adopte lea 


Jes de la Covamission Ei da Danube 
SEG iet is marrage ect estes ea 


ARTICLE II. 

ME. de Lesteps engages that the Company shall 
execute extraordinary works f construction it 
jon to works of ordinary repair up to 
mount f 1,000,000 of fr «year for thirty yeas 


ARTICLE IV. 


‘As soon as the British Government shall hare 
nformest M. de Lesseps of the favourable resalt 
of the neetation mentioned in Artele 1 which 
precedes M, de Lesseps will withdraw all hit 
protests against the Ottoman Porte. 
petsseutel in duplicate at Csiro, Febranry 2 
(Signet) FERD. DE LESSEPS. 
J. STOKES, 


Extract from the Regulations for the Meanurement 
of Tmag, ccommendl bye i 
Founage “Covemiasion, assembled al Constante 
nope in 1873 


(Minute of Proceedings XX1, Appendix 2.) 
General Principlen, 


1. The gross tonnage or total capacity of ships 
‘comprives the exact measurement of all 
{Clekous aay exeeptioe) low the epper deck 
‘well ae of all permanently covered and closed-in 
srpacon on that deck. 


N.B—B) rently covered and cloxed-in 
‘Gp the upper deck ore to be uoderstood all 
thowe which are separated off by decks or covet 
ings, of fixed. partitions, and therefore represent 
to inereae of rpacty which might be used fof 
the stowage of merchandise, or for the berthing 
and accommodation of the passengers or of tht 
tiers anderen. Thus, anyone Or tore ope 
ings, either in the deck of coverings, or in tht 
partitions, or a break in the deck, or the alsenct 
Of m portion of the partition, will not prevent 
‘auch spaces being comprised in the gross tonnage 
If they can be ensily closed in after admensure 
‘ment, and thus better fitted for the transport of 
(gods end pooenger. 


Bat the spaces under awning decks, without 
‘other connection with the body of the ahip that 
the props neceaary for muppurting them, which 
fre nok spases "ad re 

ie 


imaneily expen to the weather and the fae 

will not be’ comprised int ton 

oa th ty seve shat the ait 

‘orew, the deel gers, aod even 

known as * deck loads 9” 

2. * Deck loads” sre not comprised in the 

menvurements 

5 Cea ess Ss a ne use of 

passengers will not be deducted from the gros 

Sonnage : 

“L The determination of dedoetions for coal 

ec. 1F be effected either by the rales of the 
pean 


Danube Cowamiasion of 1971 or by he 
‘exact measurement of fixed bunkers 


Rigle IL—Pour les Novires Chargés. 


‘Art. 9, Loraque les navires ont leur charge- 
‘ment & bord, ot qus, pour tout antre motif ils ve 
peuvent pas &tze jangle d'apris la Rgle premitre, 
ov optre comet a 

Te nqguoer ou nevi. st pies So 16 rt 
sepérieur depuis le trait extérieur de lure de 
Pebare jsgtt ls fae arnire de Peambot; on 
‘e0 retranche la distance du point de rencontre de 
Ia volte avec Ia riblare de \'étambot & la face 
arritre de cet Gambot. 

‘On mesure ensuite la plus grande largeur du 
wavire hors bordé ou hors préceintes. 

‘On marque b Vextéricur &t des deux ofsé, dans 
noe direcoon ‘0 plan. diamétal 
al ‘A Vendroit de la plus ponte Je a 
a pont mpéries, ton sous Te 
ave woo "easing allant. de Tune. h Tastee 
Sees 

eon ajonte la moi as gran 

bi oa dire In poume suse; on mal: 

Aiplle le résultat, Wabord par la lor ‘seh 

 cnwuite’ par le focteur O17) (dix-sept 

entidenes) si e navire ost en bois, et par le fecteur 

Mle pats -huit centiémes) si le navire ee 

fat donnerm approsimativemeat fe volume 

da favire, et Ton obtcnt le tonnage principal en 

idivaant par 100 ou par 2-43, selon que les menures 
font pines en pled Anglais ow en metres 


Art. 10, Si,au-dessus da pont supérieur, il existe 
des dunettes, guillards, tougucs, roflles, ov autres 
Sseecectiont ‘Sacmancaren eauverts t.toss 
[elles quielies ant ét6 définies dans les princi 
fina) eerie te Lag ent 

wt entre elles, Ia longueur, la largour et la 

tour moyennes et en divisant Ye produit par 100 
Resale eniawerc oot pens 

Tg en my om So 
ones ‘psncia Tek nda hyenebon 
Tut date capantd tale du navire 


Didnt fire de Tonge 


Art 11, Pout pamer_ da tonnage, brat den 
t 


nayires, tel qu'il re expost & In jouge 
Offelelle ou tonnage Wet, soit pour les naviros A 
wiles, soit pour len navires & vapeur, on provide 
de la tanidre waivante: 


Nacires  Voiles. 


Art: 18. Pour Wen velliens 100) ade les 
cepeccs appeuprila ‘ek ects exclusive na 
Teseerent ie squipages ot sux cabinee des off 
‘Gers de bord, & la cuisine et ax latrines & Y 
‘exelusif do personnel de bord, qu’ils saient sit 
| Aiedessous Ou nu-dessus da pont supérieur: les 
Ripace courts cl ol exit, ponds ear 
Tepont sopesear et destinés & In madcravre du 
wily da cabestan, des appareils de modil- 
i Se eee et autres, 
Wesemcnte deta narigation, 
‘Tous les ‘compris dans ces déductions 
dda Enitcy"Seperteeeh att len 
ina et les habitudes de chaque pays mais 


Rule U.—For Laden Ships. 


Article 9. When ships have their eargo on 
San, or when for any other reson tit tonnage 
cannot be ascertained by means of Rale 1, pro- 
‘ceed in the following manner:>— 

‘Measure the length on the upper deck from the 
outside of the outer plank at the stem to the 
aftaide of the stern-post, deducting therefrom the 
distance between the aftside of the stern-post and 
the mabbet of the stern-poxt at the point where 
the counterplank crunes 

“Mraxuro also the greatest breadth of the sbip 0 
the outside of the outer planking or walens 

he outside of the 


of the ship, on the one side, to the height #0 
marked on the other side, by paming a chain 
‘under the keel; to half the girth thos taken add 
half the soain breadth square the sum, multiply. 
the result by the length of the ship taken. a» nfore 
said; then “multiply” th t by the fhotor 
0/17 (seventeen-bundredtha) in the case of ships 
built of wood, and by the factor O18 (olghteetr 
Ihundredths) in the care of ships built of iron, 
‘The product will give the cubical 
contents of the ship, anid the general tonnage ca 
be ancertained by dividing by 100 or by 28, 
according we the mensurements aro taken in 
English feet or in mbtrea. 

Art. 10. If there be a break, » poop, of other 
Frmanent covered and loan yc (os dee 
ini is the general principles) on the upper deck, 
the tonnage of sueb spaces shall be ascertained by 
ulipiying tgetier tbe mean lengthy breadth 
fand depth of stich spaces, and dividing the pro- 
ducts by 100 oF 2°83, nacording 9s the weaure= 
iments are taken jn English fect or mites abd 
the quotients s0 obtained shall be deemed to be 
the tonnage of such apaces, and shall be adted to 
the othe tonnage in andr to determine the grom 
‘tonnage oF total capacity of the ship, 


Deductions to be made from the Grose Tonnage in 
‘order to ascertain the Net Tonnage. 


Art, 11, To find from the gros tonnage of 
-veanels as nbowve set forth, the officiel oF net ogi 
ter tonnage, either for aaling veal or fur ntonmn= 
ships, the following mode of operation mast: be 
reported to— 


Sailing Vearels, 


Art. 12, For sailing vemele deducts the spaces 
exclusively and entirely occupied by the crew and 
tho ship's officers, those taken up by the eook- 
‘house and latrines exclusively used by the ship's 
officers and erew, whether they be sitaated above 
‘ar below the upper deck ; the eovered and closed 
in synces, if there be any situated on the upper 
dock, and used for working the helm, the eapstan, 
the anchor goat, and for keeping the chart, eigeals, 
and other instruments of navigation. 


Fach of the spaces deducted ns above may be 
limited aceonling to the requirements and customs 
of each country, but the deductions mast mever 
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saus pouvoir dépasser en totalité 5 pour cent du 
tonnage brut, 

Art 13. Le mewurage do cea espacesnera 
ffectué selon lex rigles exposées pour mesurer 
les couverts et clos sure pout supérieur s 
lear total retranché du tonnage brut represente le 
Yonnage net (register tonnage) ow jauge officielle 
des navires & voiles. 


Navires & Vapour. 


Art. 14. Dans les wavires mus par la vapeur 
ta par toute nae puimance acanque,” on 

1. Les mimes erpnces que pour les navires 
voile (Arile 3) ave la liitalion de 5 pour eat 
a tonnage brat oa 

1. Les eapaoes oceny Jes machines, ehaa- 
Miéren, eae a charbon, tonnela des navires i 
hiélico’ et: dane len entre-ponts et construct 
oe eer pont supérieur, I’en~ 
‘onurage des cheminden, les expaces 
donner notte & sir o¢ la leeitre dans lo chars 
res des machines et coux nicossaires au fonetion- 
nement ot servicg de Ie machine mame. Ces 
déductions ne pourront dépaaer 50 pour cent du 
see iat dew expacen 

re 15. Loe menu ‘spaces commune 
sux navirenhvoloee sx navires& yopeur (Ue 
Article 14) se pentiqué comme in ¢t6 expons 
‘ux Articles 12 ot 13 pour lor navires & vollex 

Le mosurage des espaces spéciaux aux navires 
Aveper oe "Article 14) est effectué de la 
rmanitre suivante: 


Navires & Soutes & Charbon eove Cloisone 
Mobilen. 


Art. 16, Dons tes navires @ ynpeur qui n'ont 
‘pas dex soutes fixes, mais qui ont des sates 
meverale 4 aainone mele, ee ou aunt 
soutes lntérales, ot menure Pexpace oe 
ish chambres Lmahlnes et ony outs pone et 
navites & hiélice 75 pour cent, et pour lex navires 
‘ros 0 pour cent de ext expe, 

ar Voxpace occups pa le chambres &msehines, 
‘on doit entendres celui de eette chambre et de 
celle & chaudibres avec les expaces strictement 
‘nigessniros lear service e leu fonctionnement, 
cen y njowtant Vexpace du tunnel dew navires 
halice et les eapaees dans les entre-ponts destinge 
‘Trentourage de la eheminde et A donner acobs & 
Var ot A la lumiéee dans lea chasobres & machines 


Le mesurnge de ces expaces se pratique de Is 
mate 

Mi mesure le creux moyen Veapace occu, 
pei mc ies pn 
my " ‘wu vai md, a 
sir kau exlaen nicer eae once 
plus, si on le ervit nécessaire, a la moitié du ereux 
dann cots to tous eas, Pune de ces 
errs aan cent ane 
Pai ater ten ncsiemians 
ces langours; on mesare la longueur moyenne de 
Lexpace compris entre les cloisons avant et arridre 
ai Hinitert Ie longueur, mais on en déduit, wil y 
2 liea, lex parties qui ne sont pas affecties ou 
nécessaires au bon fosctionnement des machines 
et des chaudiéres, 


czceed in the agrezate 5 per cent of the gro 


Are 13. The measurement of these is 
to be effected according to the rales set forth for the 
‘measurement of covered and closed in. spaces of 
the upper deck; the result, obtained by deducle 
ing the otal of sac allowances from the gre 

manage, represents the net oF register tonnage 
sailing veel 


‘Steam Ships, 


Art, 1h, For vessels propelled by ste 
ether nathan pore dene: na 


1. The sume: as for sailing vessels (Article 
ETL ie te Ram per cent of the gros 

12, The spaces occupied by the engines, boiler: 
coal beaker, sbdvusela of sece beeches: a 
a between decks and in the covered and 

in erections onthe upper deck eurroundi 

the funnels, and sired for the introduction 
air and light into -engine-rooms, and for the 
et ‘the engines themselros, Such — 

fuctions cannot exceed 50 per cent. of the gree 
tonnage. 


Art. 16. ‘The measurement of the space 
allowed for bot in. miling vessels and in steal 
ships (section 1 of Article 14) is to be effected 
according to tho rules set forth in Articles 12 nd 
13 for sailing vessels 

‘Spaces for which allowances are made in stead 
ships only (seetion 2 of Article 14) are. meas 
‘according to the following rules: 


Ships having Coal Bunkers with Moveable 
Partitions, 


Ari.16, In ships that do not have fsed 
bunkers, but trunsrerse bunkers with movesblt 


Dartitions, with or without lateral bunker 
meature the space occupied by the engine-roodite 
and add to it, for serew steamers, 75 per cxtie 
‘and for paddle steamers, 30 percent. of such spat 


By the space occupied by the engine-rooms 
to be understood : that occupied by the engine 
Retpacs eal ed fete og 
G 
the mdition of the space taken up by the shaft 
trunk in screw steamers and the betwee 
decks which enclose the funnels and are neccesary 
for the admission of air and light into the engine 


on if 

" at the middle of its depth, taking on# 
eee oe 
‘the middle of the length ; take the mean of 


Treads or mits of its length, excluding wach ps 
if any, as ure not actually ocoupied by or 
forthe proper working of the engines and boiler 
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Le produit de ces trois dimensions ainsi me- 
sures est considiré come donnant le voluine de 
vet espace au-dessous du pont qui courre la 
tachi 

On ajoute & ce volume celui des espaces des 

‘qui seralent nécessaires au fonctionne- 
la machine et & donner accés & Pair et i 
la lumigee. 


On y ajoute, de méme, le volume de Vespace 
eccupé par le tunnel de Tarbre de Thélice et le 
risultat, ainsi obteng, réduit en tonneau de jauge 
de 100 picds cubes Anglis, ou do 233, selon 

4 Tex mesures sont prises en pied ou on mtres, 
q rvesporsdat & [a chaabre des 

Tiaudibres, qui sert de base aux 
wagit. 

wchines ne trouve ripartic 
dans plusieurs compartiments, on mesure chacan 
eax séparéiment comme il vient d’étre dit poor 
Wo cus ot nity et om lew addle 
tlonne, pour btenir le tonnage total des eham= 
Toren don machines qui sert, comme auparavant, 

de base wu diductions totales 


Nariree & soutes & charbom fers, 


‘ Art. 17, Mas novires See a ee 
fxes, on mesure {a longear moyenne de la chambre 
Kimachines et chaodicres, ¥ compris lex souten & 
turbo On clea src i ti 
traneversales. du navire (comme il a ét8 export 
duos le deterwination"-Aviles 3 @¢ 4—du to 
nage brat) fangu'as pont qui forme le couronne= 
tment de a mech 

‘une de ex trais sections doit passer par lo 
tiie de ln cite Tongueur et lee deux tro pat 
bes extrémités. 

‘Onajoute dla somme des deux sections extatcnes 
Ie quadruple de celle du miliea, et'on multiple co 
realtat parle tiers de In dintance qui mipare len 
sections” Ge prodalt divled yar 100, sltea mesures 
font prises en pieds Anglhi, ou par 28% a elles 

rem, donne le tonage de Peapace 


machines, chaudires et sontes & eharton 
se trauvent dans des compartiments spares, on 
ex mesure sépariment, dapris Ia vodthode "qui 
Vient détre expovée etn en fait Vali 
Dans les navires 4 hilice, le volume intéricur 
‘lu tunnel serw mesuri en prenant les longuear, 
Targeur et hateur moyennes et le produit dex 
trom dimensions divisé par 100 ou par 243, 
‘que los mesures sont prises en ies Anglais ot 
eo mitres, dunne le tonnage de cet expace. 


On ditermine do ta mime maniére te tonnage 
dane les entre-ponts ou dann lea constructions 
eouvertes et closes sur le pont supirieur: 


ra }Des expaces destinés & Ventourage de la 
(G)—Des expaces destinds & donner acts & Yair 
eth este cuter, 
(6}—Des yen a, saires a0 
SE Es 
Art. 18. Aa liea du mesurnge des soutes 
on pourra appliquer les régles pour les soutes 
‘cloisons mobiles de l’Article 16. 


Art. 19. Pour les bateou remorqueurs les 
[s27) 


Maltiply together these three dimensions of 
length, breadth, and depth, and the product will 
be the cubical contents of the space below the 

“Thien find the cubical contents of the spare or 
spaces if ans, between the ccown afore and 
the uppermost or poop deck, as the ease may be. 
renin eee 
audaission of light and ai, by moltiplsing together 
the length, depth, nnd breadth thereof; 

‘Add sach contents as well as those of the space 
ccupied by the shaft-trunk to the cubical une 
tents of the space below the crown divide the 
sun by 100 oF by 2°83, accoring asthe weuxures 
fre taken in feet oF metres, and the revult shall be 
deemed to be the tonnage corresponding to the 
fengine and boiler monn which seeves ax Dosis 
for the dedsetions referred to. 

Ein any ship in which the space aforenaid ix to 
bbe measured, the engines and Boilers nte fitted jn 
separate compartments, the contents of each shall 
be micanured separacely in like manner, necording 
to the above rules, wid the sum of their several 
resulta shall be deemed to be the wrinage of the 

rons whiels serves, wx aforeaaid, wm Dasis 
for the total deduction 


Ships with feed coat bunkers. 


Art. 17. In ships with fixed coal bunkers, 
measure the mean length of the engine and boiler 
neluding the cowl bunkers," Ancertain the 
threo tranaverse sections of the 
set forth in the rules given in Articles 3 and 4 
for the ealeulation of the grus tonnage) to the 
dock which cavers the ey 


One of these three sections: mast pass throng 
the middle of the aforesnid length, and the two 
others through the two extremities: 

‘Add to the aut of the two extreme sections 
four times the middle one, and multiply the sum 
thay obtnined hy the third ofthe divtance between 

actions, ‘Phin produit divided by 10% the 

reasurementa are taken it) Knglish feet, ‘or try 
283 if they are taken in mietres, gives the tonnage 
‘of the xpace in. ques 

tin nines ailers, \ 

parnte compartments, they eparately 
tianured an hove net forth, and Uhe rele are 
indied together, 

Tu serow eamers the contents of the shat, 
trunk are measured i 
length, breath, ight A 
the multiplication of these three dimensions, 
divided by 100 or 283 seconding wx the meanare= 

ts.are taken in Kglish feet of metres, gives 


(2) —The sprces eequired for the admission 
light and air into the engine-roome ; 

(c)}—'T he spaces, if any, necessary for the proper 
working of the engines. 

"Art. 18. Instead of the measurement of Sxed 
Twankers, the rules for bunkers with moveable 
partitions ws set forth in Article 16 may be ep 


ied. 
PUR. 10, In the case of tage the allowances 
3c 
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‘iductions ne sont pas limitées & 50 pour cent du 
Tonnage brat; Pon dst tous les exces oor 
pr les machines, chauditees et soutes 4 eharboo. 

"Toutefois ai ces navires ne sont pas exclusive 
tment destin’s au service, da remorquage, Ie dé 
duction dont il sient. d'étre question ne peut 
‘Nipasser 50 pour cent du tonnage brat. 


sells utr tena compte pa a Cony 
des duction» suivantes, A parti de Pappliestion 
du prtentrélement, eee 
(G.}—Loraque le eapitaine d'un ravire loge dans 
Un chumbve den etn sera die ut ttn 
ae tie tonnes ut Pesce occu pa es aren 
(J.)—Hl sera déduit du tonnage sous ta taxa 
tion, une eabine de midecin, minis seulement 
Jorxquc le midecin vera ib bord da navire. 
acti Sm bial ds tonnage sous & a 
(15) Ono salle & manger, si elle existe, & 
‘exchlera pas quatre tonnes ¢ 
ile salle A manger, i elle exist 
de la maistranen, Cette die 


+ pour passagers 6 qv 
‘manger pour pawagers. 

(@)—U sera dle da tonnage sound taxa 
tion espace aménagé comme ehambre de bain, 
Jorqu'nicun ne ve trouvera h bond du 

i dans ce cas, Ia chambre de bain étant 

nivonent hMusage des officers & mnieaniciens, 

a dgsloment duit du tonnage soumis Ia 

Wun espace aniinagt comme chambee de 

jen quill y sit dew passagers bord, 

so trouvers dane le navire plus d'une 

1¢ de bain peemanente dans oo cas, Pane 

'» chambres de bain stant considérée comme 

spécinlement affeetie & usage des oflcers et 

rebans le uel comme danse arco cay 

‘eypace vice comme anioag’ pour une 

(Sikioe de bin Horgy tesa den tons ch 
tnGenniciens n’exeddern pas dewx tones, 

La chambre dex enrtes sereant de logement 

nem-la cabine du midecio—ten salles & 


chambre de bain exelusivement riservée sux 
‘ofliicrs et mndcaniciens du bord, devront porter 
‘voiblement une indication sigealant leur destina- 
tion exchuaive. 

‘A difit de cette indication visible, aucune 
déduction de tonnage queleonque ne sera 


ste not limite to 50 per cent of the grove tow 
nage; ‘spaces occu machinery, 
lant cod pl oni or a cone 
‘Nevertheless, if such vessels are not exclusively 
employed as tugs, the deductions in question 
‘annot exceed 50 per cent. of the gross tonnage. 


Moreover, from and after thea 
present rules the Company shall admit of the 
Following deductions: 

(a)—Whenever the captain of a ship is lodged 
in the chartsroom, « matlmum deduction of tree 
tons shall be msde for the opsce cceupied BY 

(b)—The doctor's cabin shall he deducted from 
the tonnage lable to taxation, but ony when tht 
doctor biaself shall be on board. 

(€}—The following spaces shall lucted 
haan mereniaeteetnen en a 
sc messtoom if Uae. in one, fr the te 
clusive ue p's officers and engineet® 
Sis tomas ater as ae 

2. Axccond mes-ro0tn, if therein one for the 
exclusive use of the petty officers. Such dedae> 
tio not to excced two tons and a balf 

No deduction shall be allowed for 
andlengineess” wiess soot. (tho raviens Dall 
ef which ar abave ed our tons), whaler 
tay be its copocity in ship Gt for passengers, 
and whch may n0¥ have pamengery toee-roa 


lication of the 


be deducted 
fori pamsenger iso boar in web eg 
room being exclusively for the 
cer a engines Tae 
lution shall also be made from the ton 
Table to taxation of the space cppepnd a 
Jath-room, notwithstanding the presence of 
‘hoard, when the ship has more 
in wach case, one of 


dovoted to the use of the officers and engineers 


Tn the first av in the second case, the space 18 
be dtd appropiate atom oe 
Se ee 

(eujoThe ehatt room used ax lodgings for Ue 
eclomtna ‘Secor, lowe anaes 
exclusively reserved for the ship's officers 
crew, of petty ollicere—and the. bath-room ef: 
claxively rererel fo the ship's officers. and 
engineers, must beara vi is 
—— 


Piling such vilble mark, uetion whl 
ever shall be allowed. Roe 
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No. 266. 
‘Mr. Lister to Mr. Bethune, 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 1, 1878. 

I HAVE laid before the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs your letter of the 26th 
‘ltimo, in which you eall attention to the terms of an answer retumed by the Chancellor 
Of the Exchequer to a question put to him in the House of Commons on the 14th ultimo, 
felative to the special tonnage certificates supplied to vessels passing through the Suez 
Tam directed, in reply, to state to you, for the information of the Direotors of the 
Peninsular and Osiental Steam Navigation Company, that Sir S. Northcote is correctly 
Teported to have said that “since the acceptance by M. de Lesseps, in the early part of 
Jimt year, of the conclusions of the Constantinople International Tonnage Commission and 
the sithdrawal of his protests, the Suez Canal Company have recognized the special 
tonnage certiGates given by the Board of Trade in their assessment of the dues to be paid 
by British vessels.” 

Tt is, however, to be observed that he went on to say that ‘the Company contested 
the interpretation of the Constantinople Roles in certain particulars, as applied in the Board 
Of Teale measurements; and that, in consequence of tho complaints addressed to Her 
Mayeaty's Goverament by the shipowners on the subject, instructions were given to the 
Begak’ Directors to come to an understanding with tho Company on the matters in 
dispute.” 

Pert will thus be scen that while the Canal Company accepted in principle the measure~ 
ment according to the Constantinople Rules, as set forth. in the special certificates, they 
ised difficulties respecting the application of those Rules in particular instances. There 
oes pot, however, appear to be reason to suppose that the Canal Company favoured any 
Turticular vesecs In this Tespect to the disadvantage of those belonging to the Peninwular 


and Orieotal Steam Cowpany. 
‘As rozanis the points upon which the British Directors and the Canal Company are 


now agreed, with a view to the avoidance of difficulties in future, touching the. special 
tortiftstes, | am to refer you to the document which accompanied the letter from this Office 


of the 26th ultimo. 
Lam, &e. 


(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 
Se 
No. 267. 


Mr. Lister to the Seoretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 8, 18% 
TAM directed by the Secretary of State for this Department to transmit to you 

herecith fo the information of the Lords Commissioners ofthe Admiralty, wit reference 

to your letter of the 9th January last, a copy of the new regulations for the navigation of 


the Sue Canal, which will come into force on the Ist July next.* 
_ Lam, &e. 
(igned) TT. V. LISTER. 


nn ee 
No. 268. 


Mr. Standen to the Earl of Derby—(Received April 6.) 


‘No, 22. Commercial.) 
fy Lord, Paris, March 28, 1878, 

T HAVE the bovour to report that in company with my French colleagues, 
MM. Fréville and Spément. 1, this winter, made a visit of inspection to the Sues 
Canal, as sanctioned by your Lordship's letter of the 12th December last, and have now 


returned. to my Post in Paris to resume my duties on the Managing Committee of the 


‘Company. 
Tring’ gesult of this inspection has been to convince me that the Canal, properly 
speaking, as distinguished from the harbour and roadstend, is in « thoroughly eficient 
* Inclosare ia No. 265. 
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working state, and'that with the aildition of a few improvements that are very desirable, if 
not necessary, it can be readered quite capable of satisfving all demands that are likely to 
bbe made upon it by the navigation for some years to come. 

‘There are, however, certain facts connected with its maintenance that must not be 
ost sight of, and these I propose to allude to in giving a short sketch of the Canal as 1 
found it from its entrance at Port Said to its exit at Suez. 

Of the entrance to the port itself from the sea, one is bound to confess that the slow 
yet unavoidable silting up of the sea basin along this coast, cannot but be regarded with 
‘uneasiness for the future, a shallowing that skbough it is not one of paramount importance 
at the present moment, ma tually become of vital interest in the question of 
maintenance of « navigable channel from the Mediterranean to the Red Sea. 

Port Entrance—An examination of the new survey completed at the end of last 
month, shows that the entrance into the port from the sea hus a fairway of 274 feet 
minimum depth over n width of 100 metres, Abreast of the extension of the west 
breakwater or pier, now just submerged, the width of this channel has been dredged out 
to 240 metres for some distance seawards, in order to give vessels a greater margin while 
passing this part of the breakwater, that affords as yet but little protection against the set 
‘of a heavy nea from westward, 

There is no doubr, as is shown from Commander Milland’s survey of August lasty 
thot a gradual shoaling of the whole sea basin ia front of Port Sald is slowly taking place, 
1s in probably the ease along the whole coast of the south-east corner of the Mediterranean: 
bat although, as I have above stated, this may cause ansiety for the future, it is aot 
as yet of a sulliciontly serious nature to endanger the channel at the entrance to the 
harbour, 

The considerable deposit of sand which regularly takes place along the inner side of 
the west breakwater seems to be slishtly on the increase since the advance of the weaster® 
shore to the point where the breakwater is of m more open construction, 

It, however, causes no uneasiness to the chief engineer, who is confident of being 
able to more than keep pace with any auch formation. ‘That he hus been able to do so OP. 
to the present time is proved by the excelleat channel maintained. 

‘Tho silt, above alluded to, ix not deposited in the fairway itself, which is at some 
distance from the breakwater, and the dredger passing over thix bank onoo a year, takes 
way all that bas beon deposited ia the interval, leaving a space to be refilled during the 
‘ensuing season, 

It may be found nocessary hereafter to consolidate this pier by some means if 
possible, 40 as to prevent this inditratinn of sand from taking place, but the necessity for 
40 doing has not yot made itself felt. Indeed it fs a question whether it ix not preferable 
to have this silt deposited just inside the breakwater where it is under control, than (0 
allow it to be forced up by the littoral current round the pier-head and deposited at 
hazard on some part of the sea entrance where it may not be ao ensily dealt with. 

Breakwater—The west breakwater suffered considerably very. heavy 
gale that visited the coast on the 13th ond 16th February a few days previous to oUt 
ingpection, q 

Daring this storm several of the large blocks made of solid rubble masony set it 
hydraulic lime, and weighing more than 20 tons each, which had been placed carefully it 
position to crown the breokwater, were thrown from their bed by the violence of the wave 
and thas openings occur here and thore through which the sea now breaks when there i ® 
heavy swell on. 

“These blocks will be replaced as soon as fine weather sets in, and forty additional 
blocks are to be deposited along the pier where most needed during the ensuing summer. 

I noticed that these blocks although displaced were not broken, thus proving theit 
superiority over those frst employed, which wers composed of sand ond hydraalie Hee 
oly, and many of wbioh liave been broken tp and disintegrated. 

extension of this breakwater, which was carried out in the years 1874-1575, to # 
length of 450 metres, and at a slight elevation above the sen |, has gradually settled 
down, and is now just submerged, but it is not thought worth while at present to incth 
the expense of raising it again above water, 

East Breakwater—The cast breakwater, which is of comparatively swall interests 
would appear to have settled down considerably since it was built. The most remarkable 
feature connected with it at present is the extraordinary encroachment of the sea loos 
the const at its foot, which is now entirely cut off from the land by a strip of water oF 
some 300 feet in breadth. ‘This washing away of the shore is accounted for by the verY 
great expanse of water between the piers which permits of a current setting across it undet 
the influence of the prevailing west winds, and this acting at the root of the pier on a fat 
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sandy beach, opened a way through which has increased in width every succeeding year 
‘This can be at once remedied by prolonsing the pier shorewards, and of 1 height sulicient 
to prevent a wash of water over it where it joins the land. 

Harbour.—The condition of the harbour of Port Said is at present satisfactory enough, 
but it will soon have to be enlarged to meet the increasing demands of the navigation. 
Was informed by the British Consul, Mr. Percival, that on one occasion he had counted as 
Many as thirty ocean-going steamers in the harbour at one time; it then appeared as full 
as it could hold. This, however, was quite an exceptional case. 

Canal entrance.—At the entrance proper into the Canal from the harbour is situated 
the picee of ground belonging to the British Admiralty, on the west bank. ‘This ground, 
ae your Lordahip ‘to be removed in onder to widen the entrance, an equal picee 
of land, similarly situated, being made over to the Admiralty ia its stead. 

Canal —OF the Canal itself, I may state generally that the surveys of January and 
February last show a minimum depth throughout of 26 feet over a width of 72 feet, the 
average depth being 27 feet, and in many places 27) feet. The points on which 26 feet 
erly are found are very few and for between, and they wil be dredged down this summer 
to 8:30 metres, or 274 feet. The shallow bank mentioned in Commander Millard's report 
of August last at 0°6 miles where was only 244 (cet, was dredged away last nutume shortly 
after his survey was made. 

Embankments through Lake Menzaleh—For the first twenty-four milos of its length, 
the Canal was carried through Lake Menzaleh, but the lake basin on the other side i 
ow dried up. ‘The channel throughout this portion is good and easy of navigation ; the 
banks, however, are in a state that gives rise to some uneasiness for the future. 

Being formed of the mud dredged up from the bottom of the lake, they have never 

rly solidified, and in many places their height above the water-level’ of the Canal 

four to six feet only, On tho western side for the first fow milos thore appears to be 
@ large amount of sand mixed up with the lake deposit forming the embankment, which 
has the effect of hardening it; but on the east, from soune cause or other, the banks reinain 
Moist, and in some few places so soft that one can without difficulty bury a stick in them 
‘bys simple thrust from the hand, 

This moisture is attributed to the salt contained in the deposit of which these eenbank- 
ments are formed—salt deposited by the overflow of the sea at various times into the 
Menzaleh lake. 

Owing to this want of solidity, and perhaps to the fact that the wash which takes 
pitce aginst the eastern bank of the Canal is agsravated by the prevailing winds, which 

from west to cast for about nine months in the year, it has been more eaten away 
than on the other side. 

At two places, viz., at Of miles and Sf miles, this degradation assumed so threatening 
“character that it was deemed advisable to revet the banks with stone in n permanent 
Manner, At the latter point 1,800 metres of stono revetment were carried out last yent, 
fi this season a length of 2,000 motes is in course of execation commencing fom the 

nile post, 

‘he first siding or station, that of Rascl-ch, i situated at 74 miles between the two 
Deretments shove mentioned, eet ; 

wrougbout the entire length of 24 miles all attempts to promote the growth of reeds, 
Ahrubs, or any kind of vegetation along the slopes ch oul help to protect them have 
been fruitless, so that eventually the whole distance will have to be protected on both sides 
by a stone revetment, with the exception of some 5 miles along the east bank from 19 to 
+24 mile posts whore the revetment may be dispensed with, 

‘There is at present a large quantity of stone deposited along this part of the Canal for 
‘use hereafter. Ax the greater portion of it is deposited on the with a certain 
Atnount of regularity, itis of very greut service already in diminishing the wash caused by 
Passing vessels. 

ailes siding No. 2 is reached, and at 18\4, miles is siding No. 3, which will this 
Year be widened from 10 metres, as at present, to 15 metres. 

At 24) miles is the station of Kantara, ‘The Canal here pasees through the first sand- 
ftunes, where the slopes are easily maintained. 

Ballah Lakes.—Between 26 and 30 tmile-posts, the Canal traverses what were formerly. 

Ballah Lakes, ‘The banks are very low and soft, particularly on the east side; and, as 
the level of the lake busin, now nearly dry, is below that of the Canal surface, it was 
Hedge expedient to revet the worst portion of this bank from 25} to 29} miles tempo- 


iy. 
‘The siding at this point (29} miles) is also to be widened this year to 15 matres. 
(827) 3D 
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‘At 32 mile-post the banks are again 
above the water-level. A provision of stone 
4 protection until a revetment can be carried out. 

“NNEL Guiar Outting —On reaching the station of El Ferdane at 35 mile-post, the banks 
improve, the Canal here entering the sand-dunes and cutting of El Gaisr, a length of 9 
il 


low, in some places from 1} to 2 feet only 
Tiere been carefully deposited to serve as 


‘Throughout the whole of this distance, until Lake Timsab is reached, the slopes at 
the water's edge are well protected against the wash of vessels by the reeds and tamarisk 
bushes that grow on either side, but very little silting takes place in this part of the 
Canal. Feats were entertained, after its completion, that the loose sand of the dunes and 
high plateau would be blown over the slopes, which vary from 20 to 0 feet in height, and, 
fling down lato the Canal be, wood end dims ts dep. very ingenious plat 
hav, howover, been adopted by the Chiet Engineer, M. Lemasson, for the arrest of this 
threatened danger. It consists simply in cutting « eallery along the slopes, the floor of 
which ix about 3 fect above the level of the water, and its breadth varying secording to 
their height, The saad driven over the sides by the wind, and which would otherwise 
‘deposit itself In the Canal, falls dawn onto the loor of this gallery. Ax soon as this recep 
tacle is entirely filled up, the gallery is cleared of the accumulated rand, which is carted 
away, 

"The samme system is also applied at the Serapeum cutting, and it is found that these 
galleries need clearing out only about once every two years. 

Tt is only on the west bank that this precuation is necessary. The effect of the wind 
‘on the opposite side Is to sweep the loose sund in the other direction, the prevaiting: winds 
its I have already mentioned, blowing from west to east. 

Lake Tinaah.—At 41 miles the Cunal enters Lake ‘Timaah, on the shores of which it 
situated the town of Ismailia, the head-quarters of the Company on the Canal. 

ONT took advantage of the passing of Her Majesty’ troop-ship “Jaman” to make the 
trip ow board her through th lake, in order to see How she turned the only dificult curva 
now existing in the Canal, As the weather was fine and no breeze blowing. the curve was 
passed with the greatest eave ; but Captain Chitty, the Transport Agent on board, informed: 
tho that in bad weathee this carve still offers dificulties. It was straightoned to. some 
extent last yoar, but it will have to be further rectified. Captain Chitty also ment 
that he was of opinion that some three or four extra mooring buoys should be fixed al 
the ote edge of the lake wai, fore that wats anchored might make oy 
them to haul into position when starting afresh on their voyage. For want of such 
accommodation, and with certain winds blowing, he had known vessels detained nearly aft 
hour in manmatring before being able to make astart. ‘The Directors will bring this point 
to the notice of the Company. 

‘Serapewm Cutting —Shortly after leaving the Lake, the Canal enters the cutting 
through the plateaux of Toussoum and Serapeam. ‘This cutting fs some 7 miles ia 
Tength ; its banks are in good tion. Reeds and tamariska grow freely at the 
ater ge, « growth crouamges es siach sx possible slong the whole length of 188 


Great Bitler Lake—At 52} miles the Great Bitter Lake is reached, At this point & 
new siding, the “Deversoir,” was comstracted last year. ‘The mooring-station tor the 
north end of this lake was previously in the lake itself at a small lighthouse 2 miles from 
the land, Tt was found, however, that, in ease of fog or bad weather, the communication 
sd galling from the fad with vessels anchored here was 10 difficult, and sometimes 
‘oven impossible, that it was decided to make m siding at the point mentioned, and whet 
in fact, the offices of the Station-maater and ‘Telegraph Clerk were alrendy established, 1a 
the Tale tue the wate i deeper by some 2 or'l et than in the Canal, and vessels aft 
no longer obliged to keep it any one particular channel after passing the North 1 
ao are Sell Light is remtbedy a dsthace of & miler, when they roast sgn Gk ie 
Airway bafeeen the buoys. 

the South Light is a mooring station, which is worked by signals from the land at 
Cabret Point, 25 wiles distant. A siding must eventually be Sctrocul st point 
tlso, the same inconveniences presenting themselves occasionally as at the north end of 
the Lake, though not, Lam told, to so great an extent. 

Little Bitter Lake-—Throughout the Little Bitter Lake now entered, the channel 
buoyed. At its southern extremity is the “Guerin” siding, at 72y\, miles. This siding 
is a double one. It is to be widened this year on both sides to 15 métres. 

‘Owing to the tidal influence of the Red Sea making itself felt as far as this, the 
entrance into and departure from the sidings, under certain conditions of wiod and tide, #* 
a matter of greater difficulty here than in the upper part of the Canal. ‘The siding% 
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therefore, from this point to Suez bave all been doubled—i.e, a vessel can moor out of the 
Bend ca athe le 

Chalouf Cutting, —The cutting, through the rocky plateau of Chilout, which was the 
most difficult of execution, and which has a length of about five miles, is in a ve 
Condition as regards the general depth, but the slopes have in many places been attacked 
jn a manner that seems surprising when the hardness of the material composing them is 
considered, They consist chiefly of steata of rock combined with layers of marl and 

psu, Tt is to the presence of the large quantity of this latter material that the 

Reaction of the banks is due. ‘The gypsum dissolves slowly by the action of the salt 
raters n hollow in the bank is thus gradually formed, and after a time the super-imposed 
‘mars from which the support has been withdrawn fall, 

Tt is intended to revet the banks on both sides of this cutting by degroos, A length 
of 150 metres of dry masonry was laid down mote than eighteen months since as aa 
experiment. It was 1a perfectly good condition on the occasion of our visit in Fobruary, 
tru he doubt a similar revetment will be adopted throughout this part of the Canal, At 
Preset there ares amount af stone paced slag, bth Banks, and all that has 

deposited during the past year has been placed with great care, 90 as to form an 
telcient protection for some timo to com 

‘At 79 miles post ix the '* Gulllaumet . This was widened to 15 metres last 
Teoponthe eet Pot, and this. year the samo increase of width will be made on the enst 
k 


les the last station before arriving at Suez ie Yenched. Ik is not proposed to 

widen this siding till next year, 

"Suez Entrance—A run of five miles earries the Cunol out past Suez 
"The channel at this end is rather deeper than in the rest of the Canal, as 
to 27] fect at low tide, which here has a tise and fall of from 4 to 6 feet Although the 
various currents causod by the tide render the stecring of vessols very dificult at timer, 
‘yet_no doubt they are prodvetive of some good in tending to keep a clear channel out 
to ne 
‘Stores, Magazines, &e—The stores, magazines, and workshops of the Company are 
Kept in excellent order, We proceeded in several instances to verify the inventories of 
touterials, a verification which served to show the correctness of the books even to the 
minotest detail 

Workshop at Port Satd.—1 was much struck with the valuable plant and mach 
in the large workshop at Port Suid, conristing of powerfal lathes, dlls, shears, saws, Sc. 
and a steom hammer, to which I’ may add a small foundry where some very creditable 
‘castings were tarned out. 

“Tris workshop is chiefly devoted to the repairs of the dredigers, barges, and steam 
fleet of the Company, for which purpose also two good lips have just boon constructed, 

The arrangement for the motive power in this fctors aro 40 well managed that 
small engine of 12 hore power satficos to keep the whole of this mnelinery in movement, 

'A year of two ago two engines of equal force were considered necessary for the ware 
work. “in the ovent of damage to a vessel passing through the Canal, the Company cats 
mdertake repales even of a serloos natare, Such w case bappened lest sear, when 
repairs to the amount of $0,000 fe. were execated on w steamer totally divabled, belonging 
te the Austrian Lloyd's Company. ‘The direction at ‘Trieste forwarded to the Canal 
Company a letter of thanks, expressing their great satisfuction at the way in which the 
work had been performed. 

‘Accounts. cTive accounts of the Company, ax mixht be expected, aro kept with the 

eat care ond exactitude by the different yervices at Port Said, Istatlia, and Suet, the 

‘office, where all centre, being at Ismailia 

‘The staff employed is a large one, but the salaries of the employés are very 


Tr hiss been suggested that the work might be done with ewer bands. It is possible 
that two or three clerks might be dispensed with in each office, and with a smaller staff the 
fame results might be arrived at, but in this case a higher rate of pay would have to be 
given, and the change would not lessen the expenses. 

i's, moreover, a great advantage in so trying a elimate to bays staff rather large 
than restricted. Leave of absence on account of ill health has frequently to be granted, 
Aad the direction rather encourage a demand for leave than not, up to a certain point, 
beficring, after many years of experietice, that it is for the good af the service that each 


‘euployé sbould have a change once every three years, 
Pte ‘advantage of the present system was clearly shown during the past summer, when 


nearly three-fourths of the employés at Ismailia were Inid up with fever at the samme time, 
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‘Those who were not attacked managed, though with great diffculty, to carry on the offi 
work until their companions could retarn to their posts. This would sot have bees 
possible with fewer hands. 

‘Technical Service —The technical service, of which 1 saw perhaps more than of an 
other, seems to me to be well organized, and the employés quite up to their work. A. 
complete survey of the Canal is made by this seraice twice a year, and frequent surveys are 
‘made of the eutrance and harbour of Port Sai. a 

rantit Service.—Of the service charged with regulating the transit of vessels through 
the Canal, I prefer to quote the opinion of Admiral Willoughby, who has hal cacch 
experience of it for some few years past. He said to me, “I cannot ‘speak too highly of 
the manner ia which the transit service of the Corpany is performed, abd. as, for the 
Hilorage servies, I consider it almost perfection.” ‘This is great praise, and I think it is 
deserved. | He further stated that be considered the Canal greatly improved in every 
Way during the last two years—the navigation was certainly much easier, 

With respect to the possibility of the Canal being blocked by a sunken vessel, Iam 
ble to report that the Chiof Engineer has tuned his aitention to this question. He states 
that in the event ofa vessel being sunk in mid-channel, he can dredge away a canal of 
equal depth outside it and of euicient width to allow the navigation to pass: in the space 
of some five or six days, 

With $0 speedy a remedy, the apprehensions of a possible blocking up of the Canal 
in this manner lose muck of thele importance, and the iden of an attempt being made to 
‘blow up the banks is considered by the Company's engineers as too absurd to be 
entertained, 

A guard of Egyptian infantry was stationed at Kantara in addition to the small foree 
at Port Said and Suez, and 1 noticed patrols of cavalry along the plateaux of El Guis 
Sermpoum, and Chalouf. 


Thave, &o, 
(Signed) EDWD. J. STANDEN. 


No. 269. 
Mr, Sanden to the Earl of Derby.—(Reccied Apri 6.) 


(No. 28. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, March 29, 1878. 

BEFORE leaving Cairo for the Isthmus of Suet, I told M. de Lessops that I wished 
i€ posible to make the Journey to lamalla by the now feck eats: canal, a T considered 
that a personal inspection of it was, under present circumstances, both desirable and even 
necessary. 

‘This canal wns completed last year, as reported to your Lordship in a Memorandum 
annexed to our despatch No, 7, Carmmereal of the 24th Macc: Were ha genera yet 
fairly opened to the public, 

M, do Lesseps entered into this idea, and obtained permission from the authorities to 
allow us to pass the locks without hindrance, 

"Two of the steam launches belonging to the Suez Canal Company were sent up to 
Cairo, and on. the 20th February our party, consisting of M. Victor de Lesseps, my 
colleague, M. FrGvilley three of the principal olcers of the Company, and myself, rtarted 
for Ismailia. We left Cairo at 7 Am, and reached our destination at 9 rr the came 
day—a run of fourteen hours. The trip was performed without dificulty, and the onl 
delay we experienced, besides that of passing the locks and bridges, was at Gassassine, 
where we grounded on a sand-bank and remained fast for a few minates, 

‘The depth ofthe canal throughout varie frost to 6 feet, except on the bank above= 
tnentioned, where there was only 3} feet. This depth was certainly less than I had 
expected to find, but it must be remembered that the Nile is unusually low this ‘year; alt 
ayerage state of the river would give snather 2} feet of water in the canal, 

‘The formation of the bank on which we grounded was due, we were informed, to ® 
tittakeon the part of the Bgyptian authorities, who, after the canal was handed over by 
the contractor and vem, thought fit to test it by opening all the locks sim 
tancoaly, and allowing a rush of water through it from the Nil. ‘The tremendous pressufe 
causod by such a volume of water proved sufficient to undermine the side revetment of the 
Gassassine overfiow, and swept a vast quantity of sand into the bed of the canal No 
attempt has been made to dredge this away ; the Government refusing to do it, and the 
contractor, with reason, asserting that he was not responsible for what had occurred, 
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‘As far as we could judge, the masonry hoth of the locks and bridges is solid and 

|, that of the locks particularly so. , 
500d, Me banks on both sides of the canal are in very 
thirds of the entire length aro protected by s gro 
a9 asad stow paed vec bes on oar way, and at a point near Cairo noticed a 
ae ip i No. 6, Commercial, of the 21st March, 
x Lordship in my despatch No, 6, Commercial, a 
1277, tal tS love on teas xa this canal ae to be devoted forthe sacs of 
te te eal Sud the contrast the balance of the account duc to him by tho 


to be compl : 
eo i i ive, in whi Canal Company and the 
iss ted by the Kbedive, in which the 

Acacia ere sat last summer, and ame to an agrecment as to the 
tari to be imposed. “There was 1 difference of opinion, however, on two or three mi 

ints, and the Convention ratifying this tariff was postponed. bai te 
Pois(On the arrival of M. de Lesseps in Cairo this winter the pelts ta it 

i vention about to be signed, when serious opposition wa 
Daeeatune en eter interest, aa ‘insisted a a Beet Ss ae 
cana if the proposed tariff were adopted, the canal, when oi ned 
the nee diver ta of the trafic from its present route, and thus materially 
aoe ee pen Cos ish to inj ilway interest, Tt would, in this 

hb to injure the railway interest, ald, 

Te ee « oakiny to do wid to canal, an would och prefer a specicr method 
STrtinbursement of the sums it has advanced, bat having accepted this method of repay. 
seat it meat indst on, is being a real one, and it eannot consent to the adoption of 
tariff which would practically be probibitory. Semen 

to-day by telegraph from Cairo that all opposition was 
that © Conventions eating the tar as fred by the Commission above-mentioned, waa 
to be signed without further delay. Bees 
(Sigoed) ” EDWD, J, STANDE 


condition, and for nearly two- 
of weeds, und by vegetation of 





Appendix. 


Memorandum recounting the negotiations with 
the Suez Canal Company for the Settlement 
of certain outstanding Questions in respect of 
Tonnage Measurement, 


IN the communication addressed to Her Majesty's 
Representatives abroad by the Earl of Derby on the 
Ist February, 1877, relative to the settlement of 
certain outstanding questions with the Suez Canal 
Company in respect of tonnage measurement, it 
‘was stated that, on account of the number 
of English vessels interested in the matter, Her 
Majesty's Government proposed to come to an 
farningement with the Suez Canal Company at an 
early date. 

Owing to various communications from the 
Powers interested, and the desire to take them into 
account, negotiations with M. de Lewseps wero not 
formally opened until the beginning of the month of 
August last, when the British Directors on the 
Council of the Company laid before M. de Lesteps 
the accomps h has formed the 

of the understanding since arrived at, 

M. de Leseps delegated to the Vioe-Presidents 
of the Company—M, Charles de Leseps and 
M. Mourette—the taik of discussing with the 
British Directors the proposals made by them. 

‘The objections raised by the Vice-Presidents to 
the proposals submitted to them were as follows -— 

They objected, in the first place, to accepting 
exemptions from the net tonnage of spaces not 
dintinetly named and defined by the Constantinople 
Commission; they argued that the Regulations 
drawn up by this Commission had been forced upon 
the Company, but that they bad now agreed to 
accept them; as, however, those Regulations enter 
into very minute details respecting spaces, they 
maintained that spaces not specially excepted must 
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have been intentionally included, and should there- 
fore be reckoned in calculating the tonnage. 

‘They further strongly insisted on the opinion that 
as soon as an authoritative decision should be given 
declaring such spaces exempt, there would be an 
immediate increase of their number, which would 
sensibly affect the Company's revenue, Even at 
present these spaces represent a difference of about 
4,000). a-year, ‘This sum, it was contended, would 
very speedily increase and become one of much 
importance to the Company. The effect in the 
future was feared rather than the amount involved 
in the matters now under consideration, 

The discussions which took plaee on these points 
id wot remove the great differences of opinion held 
fon cither side, A suggestion was made to settle 
the question pructically, leaving the principle un- 
touched, by admitting for each vessel « certain per- 
contage of the gross tonnage for the accommodation 
of tho officers and erow, and for the working of the 
ship, free from taxation, without specifying what 
spaces should be exempted, 

Hor Majesty's Government could not, however, 
admit thissolution of the difficulty. ‘They are opposed 
to deductions from gros tonnage on the ground 
that they afford scope for evasion, and deductions 
have in this country been admitted only where they 
are unavoidable, or where there hae been some 
special object to be gained by admitting them, ‘The 
deductions for crew-space are admitted only with 
the special and important object of encouraging 
ship-owners to make ample and healthy provision 
for the accommodation of their erews. ‘They are 
not admitted as a matter of justice or concession 0 
the slip-owner, and are only recognized where the 
officers of the Boanl of Trade in each eave are 
satisfied that the spaces in question are sufficient, 
‘nd ure properly lighted, ventilated, and drained, 
and otherwise placed in the best sanitary condition, 
Under these circumstanees, to convert the dedaetion 
allowed for sufficient and healthy space actually 
appropriated solely to the crew into an average 
deduction, to be made whether the space be so 
appropriated or not, and, if appropriated, whether 
it is or in not properly lighted, ventilated, and 
rained, would be to abandon the only object which 
justifies the allowance. It would, 0 far us it would 
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have any operation at all, be a direct advantage to 
‘owners who provide the smallest accommodation, 
and would, therefore, have the general effect of 
inducing owners of ships to set apart the least 
‘valuable space, and as little of that space as possible, 
for the accommodation of their crews. The idea of 
exempting a fixed pereentage of the tonnage was 
therefore abandoned. 

Fresh instructions were thereupon given to the 
British Directors, Arguments drawn. from the 
rules and principles laid down by the Constantinople 
Commission were urged upon the Vice-Presidents 
of the Company. They maintained, however, the 
‘views they have throughout held, and cout 
that there is a passage in tho “General Principl 
adopted by the Constantinople Commission whieh 
confirms their view. 

‘This passage draws a distinction between the 
“commodité,” oF convenience of the passengers and 
crow, and their “logement,” And it was urged 
that, the spaces which it is sought to exempt being, 

cs principally for the convenience of the crew, 
cannot be considered ax comprised in the “loge- 
ment” and * eabines" exempted by the rules. 

‘The British Directors thereupon wuggested that 
2 possible basis of understanding might be found in 
placing a Timit to the amount of space in each 
particular appropriation to be accorded in each 
vessel. ‘They found a disposition to meet them on 
these grounds; and an arrangement hws been come 
to upon them the terms of which are stated in the 
2nd Annex to this Memorandum, 

An Instruction to the Chef du. Service du 
‘Transit ot de In Navigation at Ismailia rlative to 


~ this arrangement is likewise annexed. 


In adopting a common ground for agreement, the 
Company has not renounced its view of ite rights 
the arrangement made is acompromise by which difi- 
culties are removed without surrender of principles. 

‘The arrangement is free from the objectionable 
features of the previous suggestion of a fixed 
percentage f deduetions covering all spaces, as it 
provides especially that no space shall be deducted 
from a vessel's tonnage unless it ix bond fide em- 
ployed for the purpose assigned to 

Two leading principles have determined the 
detnils of the new arrangement. Her Majesty's 
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Government have recognized the necessity of pro- 
teeting the Suez Canal Company from an abuse of 
the interpretation which they have hitherto. main- 
tained, and which would exclude from the net 
tonnage of vessels measured under the Constanti- 
nople Rules certain spaces specified in Lord Derby's 
Circular despatch of the Ist February, 1877. This 
principle has led to the necessity of fixing a limit to 
the extension of some of these spaces, and the 
determination of the maximum amount of tonnage 
that should be deducted on ascount of them. 

The other leading principle was derived from the 
necessity of providing a sufliciency of accommoda- 
tion of the nature indicated, so as to encourage 
shipowners really to give the spaces foe which 
exemption is made. 

In the application of these principles, the course 
takew by the Constantinople Commission with res 
pect to the cooks’ galleys has been followed. Where 
1 space ceases to be uscd exclusively by the officers, 
the exemption of the space from paying dues also 
ceases. 

‘The following is the arrangement agreed to for 
English vessels pasing through the Canal :— 

‘The Canal authorities may ascertain whether 
‘argo oF passengers are carried in any spaces whieh, 
ax shown by the certificate of tonnage, were not 
included in the grom measurements, or which were 
allowed as deductions for the accommodation of the 
crew after measurement, oF whieh, being within the 
‘cugive, boiler, or bunker space, form no part of the 
thet tonnage as shown in the certificate; and 

erally may verify whether all the spaces which 
ought to be comprised in the tonnage are borne on: 
the eertticates, and are there accurately determined. 

‘Phat, ax it was unquestiouably the intention that 
all vessels passing the Suez Canal should be measured 
according to the Constantinople Rules, all. proper 
tnieans shall be taken to induce and compel thems to 
provide themselves with snd. to produce the Special 
Suoz Cortilicate, showing their tonnage under those 
Rules, ‘To enable the Company to demand these 
certificates, Her Majesty's Government wil furnials 
the Company with a list of all vessels to whom the 
Special Sucz Certificate has been ised by the 
Board of Trade up to this time, and, ia fature, « 
weekly return of the same, 
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Every vessel not provided with a certificate may 
be measured by tbe Canal authorities in eonformity 
with the Constantinople Rules, and shall pay her 
dues according to such measurement until she pro- 
duces a Special Certificate from the authorities of 
her own country. 

In order to regulate the differences of inter- 
pretation which have arisen concerning the spaces 
liable to be included in the net tonnage, the 
following definitions shall be accepted = 

(a.) When the captain of a vessel lodges in the 
churt-room, there shall be deducted a maximum of 
3 tons for the space occupied by the charts in this 
cabin 

(4) There shall be deducted from the tonnage, 
subject Co taxation, ons cabin, but only when 
4 surgeon shall be on board tho vowel. 

(2) There shall be deducted from the tonnage, 
subject to taxation— 

1, A mess-room, if there is one, for the exclusive 
‘use of the officers and engineers of the ship. ‘This 
deduction shall not exceed 4 tons. 

2, A second mess-room, if there is one, for the 
exclusive use of the petty officers. This deduetion 
shall mot exceed 24 tons, 

No deduction shall be granted for the mess-room 
of the officers and engineers (the maximum of 
which has been fixed above at 4 tons), whatever may 

capacity, in vosscls fitted for passengers, and 
which may not have passengers’ mesi-rooms. 

(d.) There shall be deducted from the tonnage, 
subject to taxation, the space fitted as a bath-toom, 
when no pastenger is on board the ship, in this case 
che bath-room being exclusively for the unc of the 
oflicers and engineers, 

‘There sball also be deducted from the tonnage, 
sabject to taxation, a space fitted as a bath-room, 
although there are passengers on board, when there 
shall be in the ship more than one permanent bathe 
room ; it this ease one of the said bath-rooms being 
considered specially set apart for the use of the 
officers and engineers, 

Tn the first, as in the second case, the space to 
deduct as fitted for a bath-room for the exelusive use 
of the officers and engivcers shall not exceed 2 tons. 

() The chart-room, serving as a lodging for the 
captain, the surgeon's cabin, the mess-rooms exclu. 
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sively reserved to the officers and engineers of the 

ship, or to the petty officers, and the bath-rooms 
exclusively reserved to the officers and engineers of 
the ship, shall bear distinetly an inscription indi- 
cating their exclusive destination. 

Tn the absence of this visible indieation, no 
deduction of tonnage whatever shall be granted, 

Ik was further understood that if the spaces 
actually set apart contain Jess than the muxinua 
number of tons assigned, only their real capacity 
will be deducted. 

The maxima adopted for the mess-rooms and 
bath-rooms are meaus of measurements of these 
spaces taken on board a great number of vessels 
navigating the Suex Canal. 

In discusing the several spaces enumerated in 
paragraph 4 of Annex (A), tho British Directors 
have, with the approval of Her Majesty's Govern 
‘ment, admitted that the pursee’s exbin should aot 
be included in the exempted spaces, and that special 
meus-rooms and bath-rvows for the engineers, a 
distinct from the officers of the ship, should not be 
admitted ; that one mess-room and one bath-room 
in any ship for its officers and engincers mects 
sufficiently the requirements of the ease. A greater 
number places the Company’ ia the pomible position 
of losing dues on spaces ostensibly assigned to the 
offices, but really used for passengers 

Te was understood, andl embodied in a correspon 
ence on the subject, which will form the buss of 
the instructions to be given to the officers of the 
Company on the Canal, that the power of verification 
coneeded to the Company extends oxly to ascor- 
taining that the deducted spaces are correctly 

ted, that no changes have been wade in 
wd that no spacer have been added. without 
being included in the tonnage. ‘The verification is 
not to be directed towards ascertaining the correctoess 
of the measurements taken by the official surveyors 
of tonnage, but is intended to prevent 
measurements by whieh the Company is 

With regard to the treatment of vessels that take 
tefuge in Port Said or Suez under stress of 
weather, or that put back damaged into harbour 
after having passed through the Canal, Her 
Majesty's Government have considered that. the 
objections offered by the Company to the proposals 
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under paragraphs 5 and 6 of the paper marked (A) 
are valid, ‘The Company state that if a small 
berthing charge for vessels lying in Port Suid or 
Suez were not made, these ports, and especially the 
former, would be encumbered with a number of small 
craft during the winter months which would seriously 
impede the navigation of the large vessels which 
constitute the real traffic of the Canal; that as 
regards vessels which put back damaged, it is on the 
insurance companies that the loss falls, and that it 
would be dificult to frame rules which would not 
sive vise to dispute, 

‘The Company has, however, consented to make 
ite conduct on one or two occasions in the past its 
rule for the future, namely, that they will not 
require a second payment of the ducs from a vessel 
sshich, during its passage throngh the Canal, should 
have suffered damage, aud should havo returned to 
either Port Said oF Suct in order to resumo its 
voyage immediately after having effeeted the repairs. 

‘The Council of the Company has adopted the 
agreement at which their Vice-Presidents, with 

tire concurrence, had arrived with 
tho British Directors, and has revised its “Riglement 
de Navigation,” which will embody the Company's 
wee of the new order of things dating from the 
Commission of Constantinople in 1873, ‘The present 
“Réglement de Navigation” stil maintains the olauses 
directing that the dues are to be levied on the gross 
tonouge, Under protest, that system has been 
abandoned sinoo April 1874, and the Company hax 
levied on the net tonnage, Since January 1877 the 
protest has been withdrawn, and the Company has 
submitted to the Constantinople Rules; but, pending 
the removal of migunderstanding on the subject of 
the special certificates, the completion of the Com= 
y's acceptance of the Constantinople nrrange- 
ment by the repeal of the “Réglement de Navie 
gation” of 1872, and the substitution for it of a 
regulation giving effeet to the Constantinople Rules 
and the Sultan’s decision, has been wanting, ‘The 
revision of this “Raglement” was completed in 
the March monthly meeting of the Couveil, and the 
necessary three months’ notice of its application 
will be given on the Ist April, when the now 
*Réglement” will be published; it will therefore 
take effect on the Ist July, 
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This Ragiement will comprise the new Tariff 
resulting from the Constantinople Rules and the 
arrangement signed at Constantinople on the 13th 
December, 1873, as modified by the Stokes-Lesseps 
Convention of the 21st February, 1876. 

The arrangement of the 13th December, 1873, 
provided for two rates of surtax:— 

That of 4 fr. on vessels mensured under para: 
graph (a) of olause 23 of the English Merchant 
Shipping Act of 1854, for the diminution of which 

we ; and 
tho decrease and eventual disap- 
pearance of which were provided for, both in the 
arrangement of the 13th December, 1873, and the 
Convention of the 21st February, 1876, 

‘The 4 fr. surtax was looked upon in 187% as a 
temporary one, which could ouly last for a fow 
months, until the Constantinople Roles should 
ecome the general law of tonnage measurement, Far 
this reason no arrangement wax made for its reduction. 

‘Tho Suet Canal Company did not anderstand 
this, and have since the 15th April, 1877, levied 
only 8 fr. 50 c. on the vessels formerly paying 4 fr. 
In theie now Raglement they will re-establish the 
4 fr.sartax, in order to make it more the interest of 
shipowners to take out the Special Suex Certificate. 

A now form of this Certileate embodying the 
fresh agreement is annexed. 


Awwex (A). 


Heads of Discusion of the Tonnage Question with the Sua 
ional Compny, 

Point of depnetare. Acceptance by the Company of all 
‘hint wax done at Constantinople under the Convention of 
Pobrunry 21, 1876. 

Congequent tule that » ship's papers are to be accepted 
Without question : 

‘The Canal Company shoul accept without reserve, 
tnd in fell, the certifieate of the ship's tonnage ianued by 
the Gorerment of the country to which ako belongs, and 
should therefure ccept the net register tonnage stated on 
tas the tonnage on which the ship is 6 pay daca” 

Her Majesty's Government are willing to conowde to the 
Company m verification of the tonnage certificates thus 
issued under certain conditions — 


Point of departure, 


Kale, 


Vessels nat pro. 
vided ith 
Gortifoate may be 
eteared, 


Interpretation of 
spaces that should 
Ine deducted from 
the grove tage 
sande the meaning 
of the Conetanti> 
‘oeple Hien 


ave paid does a 
eturn for repairs. 
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1, The Canal authorities may ascertain whether cango 
‘or passengers are carried in any spaces which, as shown by 
the certiGeate of tonnage, were not included in the gross 
messurements, or which were allowed as deductions for 
the accommodation of the crew after measurement, or 
which, being within the engine, boiler, or bunker space, 
form no part of the net tonnage as shown on the cer- 
Uificate. 

2. That as it was unqaestionably the intention that all 
vessels passing the Suet Canal should be measured nccord- 
{ng to the Constantinople Rules, all proper means ah 
be taken to induce and compel them to provide themselves 
with and to prodoce the special Suck cenificates showing 
their tonnage under those rules. 

‘To enable the Company to demand these certifieates, 
Hor Majesty's Government will farniah the Company with 
a list of all vemels to whom the special Sues certificate 
ios boon tssued by the Board of Trade up to this 
sod in future a weakly return of the san 

8. Every vewel not provided with a certificate may be 
rocasured by the Canal authorities in conformity with the 
Constantinople Rules, and sball pay her duex according to 
such measurement until ahe produces a apecial certificate 
from the authorities of her own country. 

4, In order to regulate the diferences of interpretation 
which have arisen concerning the spaces liable to. be 
included im the wet tonnage, the following definitions to 
bye accepted = 

(12) The chart rwom, when used also av the enptain’s 
apartment or cabin. 

(2,) The nanpeon’s cabin. 

(3:) The porsar’s cabin, 

(4) The oficers’ mess room, 

(8,) Tho engineer’ mons root. 

(G.) The carpenter's and hoatswain’s (or potty officers’) 

(7) The officers’ hath room, 

neers bath room. 

‘Those eight xpacea are within the scope and intention 
of the exempted spaces of the Tonnage Commision, ne 
being entirely devoted to the use of the officers and crew, 
and should therefore be deducted from the gross tonnage, 
always supposing that the whole amount of deductions on 
this head does not exceed 5 per cent of the groms 
tonnage. 

5. Vessels that take refuge in Port Seid or Suce under 
tross of weather, or which, having entered for commercial 
parposes and paid dues, shall have been driven back by 
‘bad weather, shall not be obliged to pay any dues for the 
time that they are obliged s0 to take refuge, 

6. Ifa vessel has passed through the Canal and hax 
been driven back into harbour damaged by strem of 
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weather, and obliged to re-traverse the Canal simply to 
effect repairs and not to effect any commercial transaction, 
to be exempted from payment of transit dues. 

Parix, August 6, 18% 


Avsex (B) 
Note 


Le» nutorités du Canal pourront s'wmurer ai du change 
ment ou dex pasnagers sont transporte dans dew expaces 
qi, nal que Mindique te certifent de tonnage, a’ont pas 
46 compris dans le meaurage brut, ou qui ont 616 alloués 
comme déductions pour Vinstallation de Mquipage aprix 
‘ur mosurage, ou quly #0 trouvant dans Wespace de ta 
machine, de Ia chaudidre on des soutess ne font pas partie 
«ty tonnage net indiqué wur Ie eertifient 

Ft on général vérficr si toas le expacen qui doivent &tre 

npris dana le tonnage sont portés vur le certifcat, ot y 

tertinds. 

Comme on avait incontestablement Vintention que tous 
les nvires pasmnt le Canal de Suck fument menurés 
conformément nox riyles de Constantinople, que tous lew 
moyeos voulus seront employés pour les indulre et Jes 
forcer & ve munie du cortifiont spéeinl de Sues indiyum 
lour tonnage d'aprix ces rigles, et i le produire. Pour 
pormettre & la Compagnie d'exiger ces certificatn le 
Gouvernement de Ss Majeatd fournira & ba Compaguie ka 
Tiste de tous les navires ausquels le certisat wpcial de 
Suer a 6té déliveé par lo Board of Trae jusqu's ee jour, 
t A Vavenir un état hebdomadaire de cox certiicats. 

‘Tout navire non porteur d'un certiicat pour &i 
ments par Tes wutorités du Canal conformément aus glen 
dle Constantinople, et aeuittern se4 avits daptis ce 
moaurago jurqu’d ce quill produise un certifent mpéeial 
Gananant dex aatorités du Boand of Trade. 

A Telfet de riglementer Yew différences d"inter 
‘qui se sont levées relaivement aus expaces ausceptiles 
dre compria dans Le tonnage net, les definitions wuivantes 
noront acceytions— 

(42) Lorque te cpitaine dian navire Jogo dane te 
hambee des eurtes, il seru duit wn maxiqian de 3 tonnes 
pour Menpace occupe par les eartes dans cette cabin 

(b) 1 aera déduit du tonnage souniin & la taxation une 
tabine de médecin, mais seulement lonque le médecin sora 
Bord du navires 

(6) TL vera duit da tonnage sours & Ia taxation »— 

1. Une aalled-manger, ai elle existe, & Pusage exclusif 
dv offciers ot den mécaniciens du bord. Cette déduetion 
Wesciera pas 4 tonnes; 
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2, Une seconde salle-manger, si elle existe, & Musage 
exclusif de Ix mnistrance, Cette déduction n'exctdera 
pas 24 tonnes. 

Tl ne sera accordé aucune déduction pour Ia salle-2- 
manger des officers et mécaniciens (dont la limite maxi- 

m a été finde cidosus 4 tonnes), quelle que soit sa 

faux navires aménagés pour passagers, et qui 

(2) Il sera d6duit da tonnage soumia & ta taxation 
Vexpace aménag’ comime chambre de bain, loraqu'aucun 
passager ne ac trouvera & bord du navite dane ee cas la 
eluambre de bain étant exelusivement & usage des officers 

T sera également déduit da tonnage soumis ha taxa 
tan espace améinagé comme chambre de bain, bien qu'il y 
sit des pasagors h bord, lorqu'l x6 trouvern dans te nnvire 
plus d'une chambre do bain permanente; danis ce 6a 
Pane dev dites chunbres de bain étant considérée come 
«phcialoment affectio & Musage des officiers ot mécanicions 

Dans le promier comme dana le sooand cas, Vespace & 
déduire comme aménagé pour unc chambre de bain & 
Puaago exclusif dev officers et mcanicion lora paw 
2 tonnes. 

() La chambre dox carton nervant de logement su 
capitsing, Ia cabine du médecin, len anlleriemanger ex 
lusivement riervées oux officlers et mécanicions du bord, 
‘ou A la maintrance, la chambre de bain exeluaivement 
Févervie aux officers ot mécaniciens du bord devront 
porter meut une indication rigoalant leur destinae 
tion ese 

‘A défaut de cette indication. visible, auoune déduction 
de tonnage queloonque ne ser accord, 


Anxx (C). 


Mu de Lesvepe to M. de Roweille. 


Monsieur, Le 12 Mary, 1873. 

JE vous ai transmis, par ma lettre No. 764 du 11 Jau- 
vier, 1878, un memorandum, ou “note jointe A ta lettre 
Gcrite le ® Janvier, 1878, & MM. le Colonel Sir Johy 
Stokes, K,C.By Rivers Wilson, C.B,,et Edw. J. Standen. 

Cette note, approuvée par le Conseil d’Administration 
dans sa sfance du 5 Février, 1878, risume un accord 
définiif interven entre les Représentants du Goaverne- 
ment de Sa Majesté Britannique et la Compagnie da 
Canal de Suen, 

En exécution de cet accord, le Conseil a été sisi 
statutairement, dans sa sSance du & Février,du texte d'un 
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nouveau riglement de navigation & publier, conforme & 
accord interven. 

A cette occasion, et dans cette mime séance du 5 
Pévrier, les Représentants du Gouvemenient de Sa 
Majesté ont provoqué tne interprétation du second alinéa 
‘du paragrophe premier de Ia note ou memorandum da 8 
Sanvier, 187 

Tha suffi de quelques explications pour disiper tout 
malentendu, et il n 618 décidé pour éviter, en Eaypte, 
toute hésitation, que dex instructions particulitres rous 
seraient adreasies pour bien vous fixer aur lex conditions 


jeux fhiro, pour ipondre complitement 
tions dr Conseil, quo de vous transmettre, sous 
e pli ttre d'ingtrnotlons, le texte mime de Ta corres- 
Pondance dchangée avee lex Représcntants du Gouverne- 
‘went de Sa Majeaté, dams sox parties relatives & Minter 
prétation du second alinéa du pangraphe premier de Is 
‘ou memorandum du 8 Janvier, 1878, 
14 Conseil d'Administration, dans aa xéance de e jour, 
‘© fog Gommunieation de ecotte correspondance, et en 
‘conmueré les termex par un vote approbatif 
Veuillex ngréers Bey 
Pour le Président, 
(Sind) CH. AL DE LESSER. 


PS—Vous trouveres, sous co pli, le texte de ta 
‘Aécision prive par te Conseil dans 4a vtance daujoonibui, 
12 Mary, 


CH. A. DEL. 


Batrait une lettre adresie te 6 Féerier, V878, par te 
Colonel Sir Johw Stoker, K.CB, et Mr. Rivers 
Wilvon, CB. 


Monsieur le Prdsidents 

La vwirifietion que seule nous pouvons admettre, et 
{que nous avons toujours entenda sccorder la Compagnie, 
est ls vérifention des abu qui ont pu Fere ewmayés, «& 
non cello de Vexnetitude des Agents du Gouvernement. 
8i un employs de Ia Compagnie constate que lex expaces 
ne sont pas atlctén aux appropriations indiquées par lex 
‘nseriptions epposdes par ordre du Board of ‘Trade, iis 
peuvent agir suivant notre memorandum, 

Si cet employé a bonne raison de croire qu'an expace 
jougé par lo Board of Trade sit été chang! apr ce 
jnogeage, ov s'il constate quan espace a é08 sjoutd wu 
tonnage brut qui ne figure pas dans le cerica, dans cw 
deus can il serait antorisé  mesurer ces espaces soup- 
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sonnés ou découverts; mis il n'aura pas le droit de 
remesurer un espace pour vérifier exactitude da mesurnge 
{nit par les officiers du Gouvernement, exactitude que nous 
‘pe pouvons pas mettre en doute. 
Veuiller agréer, &e 
(Signé) ‘J. STOKES. 
©, RIVERS WILSON, 


Estrait ume lettre adrende le \G Féerier, 1878, ax Colones 

Sir John Stokes, K CB, et d Mr. Rivers Wilson, C.B 
Messieurs, 

Nous avons jamais revendigué la faculté de pro- 
der b des vérifications qui tendraient h mettre en douto 
Ve mestrage opiré par les jaugeurs officiel, et now ne 
songeons qu'd nous prémunir contre des abux possiblex 


dda genre de ceux wuxqucls vous vous rifires & la fin do 
votre lettre du 6 Février, abus qui auraient les plus 
raves conséquences Bnancitres pour notre entreprine 


Vevilles agréer, Re, 
Pour le Prisident, 
(Signd) «CH, A. DE LESSEPS 


Extrait dune lettre adrestie te 19. Flerier, 1878, par le 
Colonel Sir John Stoker, K.C.B, et Mr. Rivers 
Wileon, CB, 


Monsicur le Prénident, 


Nous sommes heureux de constater que wows par- 
tageons los mtmes vues aur ler points essentily, & 
savoir: que tout navire Anglais doit payer sea droits de 
transit par le Canal de Suea sur le tonnage not réxulta 
dle Vexacte application dex riglen de Constantinople, 
‘entendues et interpritées suivant Paccord que nous avon 
‘établi dans nos récentes négoclationa; que la virtieai 
du tonnage porté sur les certifieats spcinux doit ac faire 
‘uniquement dans le but de prémunir la Compagnie contre 
des abus powsbles, et ne devra pas tendre mettre en 
doute le menurage opéré par les jaogeurs offcils, et que, 
par conséquent, cette virifieation ne pout pas conduire A 
la détermination des dimensions doe diffrents espaces 
déduits do tonnage brut par lex agents de la Compagnie, 
sauf dans le cas olt es Agents ont des. motifs bien fondés 
‘pour supposer que cea espaces ont é8 changés ou leur 
appropriation modifiée aprés In délivrance du certfiea. 

Veuiller agréer, Be. 
(Signé) J. STOKES. 
©. RIVERS WILSON, 


[27] ar 
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Const d? Administration. — Stance ds 12 Mart, 1878. 


Extrait du Procte-Verbal 


(No, 1483.) 
Le Conseil 

Ropoit communications de la correspondance échangée 
les 6, 16, et 19 Pévrier, 1878, entre MM. le Colonel 
Stokes et Rivers Wilson et M. Ch. Aimé de Lesseps, 
Vice-Prisident dé la Compagnie, relativement & Miter 
pritation du second alinéa du paragraphe premier de 
Vaccord transactionnel intervenu le 8 Janvier, 1878, entee 
les Représentants du Gouvernement de Sa Maj 
Britannique et la Compagnie du Canal de Sues, nccord 
approuré par le Conseil dans sm stance du 5 Février 

Approuve les termes de cet correspondance, ainsi que ln 
lettee rire kM. de Rowville; 

Ec invite M. le Chef du Transit et de In Navigation & 
ne ne départir en rien de Vinterprétation pricise talle 
quelle est formulée dans la correspondance privitée du 
second alinés da paragraphe premier de Vaccord 
cong — 

Et en général vérificr ni tous les expaces qui doivent 
tre compris dans lo tonnage sont portés sur le certifist 
(Fy soot exactement déterminés.” 

Certiié conforme 
Le Secritnire-Géoéral, 
(Signé) MARIUS FONTANE. 


